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EDITORIAL 

WHY STILL 'UFO PHENOMENA' ? 

Perhaps there are two the keys for interpreting the title of this 
editorial. The first is an express reference to our maiden editorial 
appeared in the 197 6 Miniature issue. This title has been revived in 
the UPIAR Excerpta issue we are sending to all those who request 
further information on the journal and its goals. 
The second key for interpretation raises an old query which is 
gaining major regard : Why defining the field of our interests as 
'UFO phenomena' today? 
This is a pressing question for us but it will not be answered in 
these lines. Here and now we would prefer to make some remarks. 
Three years ago, when heading our first editorial 'Why UFO 
phenomena' we tried to take stock of the reasons which had led 
us to engage in this enterprise. Those reasons and statements are 

·still valid and happen to be deeply rooted to such a pass that they 
have turned into a real commitment. 
Our attempt to meet our engagements was made possible thanks to 
the help , to the friendship and to the responsibility of our editors 
in particular. On the other hand we had recourse to a policy that 
many will find unpopular but which has proved absolutely necessary: 
a quality control of manuscripts submitted for publication exerted 
by our referees. Another proof of our commitment is the publication 
of UPIAR Letters to Editors and the States of Art serving the 
purpose of encouraging criticism on the major topics covered hy 
UFO research. 
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In our opm10n cnt1c1sm and discussions ought to get wider and 
stronger than ever since significant progress w

.
as made in UFO area 

in recent times. 

GEP AN, the first governmental civilian committee for scientific 
study of UFO phenomena was set up in France. It is a leader of its 
kind in Europe. 
The United Nations examined Sir Eric Gairy's· proposal aiming at 
calling .greater attention on UFO phenomena from UN Member 
States. 
During a session of the House of Lords the Earl of Clancarty 
formally requested the British Government that the subject be 
tackled in the proper way. 

This succession of events struck the public opinion favourably. We 
wonder whether such a ·commitment has succeeded in putting the 
heart of the matter in the right perspective. 
Let us go into details. 

"The Special Political Committee decided by consensus this morning 
to recommend to the General Assembly that it invite interested 
Member States · 'to take appropriate steps to co-ordinate, on a 
national level, scientific research and investigation into extra­
terrestrial life, including pnidentified flying objects' ".  
The above is an extract from a press release (l) delivered after the 
32nd, 3 3rd, and 34th work sessions of the UN General Assembly. 
Once again, this is the evidence of the enormous confusion existing 
even

. 
among experts. It is astonishing to see that the Committee 

has accepted unreservedly the diehard axiom decreeing - almost like 
an anathema - that UFO phenomena are an integral part 
of the ·search for extra-terrestrial intelligence. 

· 

A similar formulation of the problem can be noticed in the interpel­
lation submitted by Lord Clancarty, better known in UFO circles 
under the name of Brinsley Le Poer Trench, who cleverly thought to 
bring his thirty-year experience as a UFO writer on the benches of 
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the House of Lords. He displayed the same passion as twenty-five 
years ago when bringing the names of Desmond Leslie and George 
Adamsky on the pages of the Flying Saucer Review. 
Now what about GEPAN? 
Nous etions au comble de la joie. If 1977 was a promising year for 
GEP AN, they are now reduced to be a mere public relations service 
as it appeared during the meeting held on 12 September 1978. The 
feeling was that GEP AN wanted to bury their formal undertaking 
in the arrogance of their scientists boasting of being professionals 
and the sole repository of supposed knowledge and truth (2).  
In Italy, the geographical area of the writers, we find that Falco 
Accame, a Socialist MP, raised a question on UFO phenomena before 
the Chamber of Deputies. He asked what would be the attitude of 
the Italian Government towards the mysterious phenomena occured 
in late 197 8 along the Adriatic Coast, in response to public opinion. 
By the way it is to be noticed that fishermen were so scared by such 
unexplained phenomena that they preferred not to leave the shore. 
Referring to these events, about a dozen of civilian researchers and a 
score of scientists made an interpellation to the Italian Ministry of 
Defence. They asked that all the information should be made 
available to qualified researchers for study on a scientific basis (see. 
this issue, p 314 ) . 

Now it seems quite obvious to wonder if it may be worthwhile to 
request datia for study purposes. Do most scientists lack really views 
and clear thoughts on UFO phenomena? 

Well, an ad hoc answer emerges from a survey performed in J anuary 
1977 by Peter A. Sturrock. This survey concerned the members of 
the American Astronomical Society (AAS). Among various results, 
a particularly meaningful one deserves to be highlighted:  'opinions 
(on UFO phenomena) correlate strongly with time spent reading 
about the subject ' ( 3) .  
As a matter of fact the rate of respondents who believe there is  a 
need for scientific study rises from 29 percent (those who have read 
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up less than one hour) to ·68 percent (those who ·have spent more 
than 365 hours for the same purpose). 
Here we have data which must serve to think over. We are in the 
presence of figures that even inveterate detractors of UFO problems 
would find it hard to dispute, especially those scientists such as 
Antonino Zicqichi * who take refuge behind high-sounding 
academic titles and make use of their authority to deny a priori the 
existence of a genuinely new phenomenon that science has not yet 
unveiled. 
These people lack the faintest acquaintance with the specific 
literature on UFO phenomena. 
The matter is very serious indeed. 
Such a wretched habit - replete with quackery and arrogance - must 
be exposed because it is a hindrance to the diffusion of bias-free 
information. Moreover, this is apparently antithetic to the most 
elementary principles of scientific honesty. The ways by which the 
scientific thought has interpreted reality in the course of centuries 
should be an established heritage for whatever honest researcher. 
And if it were not so, it would be certainly worthwhile re-reading a 
provocative paper by physicist Philip Morrison concerning the 
nature. of scientific evidence (4). Firstly he emphasizes the relative 
importance of the reproducibility - on request - of a phenomenon 
under examination (i.e. aurora borealis) . Secondly he bases his 
discourse on those properties which are indispensable for considering 
any proof as reliable. lp conclusion, it is ne�essary for an aristocratic 

�cience to turn eventually into science. Likewise, it is imperative for 
us to master again the UFO phenomena responsibly, in order to 
provide an unquestioned clarification to the meaning of UFO 
phenomena. 

· Furthermore, we have to decide the degree of importance we should 
attach to supposed acknowledgments of the cogency of UFO 

•· Chairman of the European Society of Physics and main founder of the 
Centre of Scientific Culture "Ettore Majorana", Erice, Italy. 
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phenomena coming from scientific, political or governmental bodies, 
in particular when the very definition of 'UFO phenomenon' seems 
to be controversial. 
We cannot continue to play with words. It is high time for us now 
to find the courage to reiterate the general statements raised in the 
late Sixties. All of us agree on these statements, which form part of 
our education on the matter. 
However, with the passing of time, we came to the point that we did 
not even recognize them as pertaining to our heritage due to their 
continuous changes intended to suit compromises. UFO phenomena 

are what literature has evidenced and not would-be .assumptions. 

We should ask ourselves, paraphrasing Eugene Wigner'·s words (5) 
with regard to brain events and conscious experiences : 
'Have we the right to expect a solution to these fundamental 
questions when efforts have been trivial compared with the extreme 
dif�culty of the problem? ' 
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SCOPE AND PURPOSE 

This journal publishes original papers concerned with the following fields of research 

1) PHYSICAL ASPECTS OF UFO PHENOMENA 
2) GATHERING AND PROCESSING OF DATA CONCERNING UFO PHENOMENA 
3) THE "CE Ill" (according to Hyn4's terminology) IN THE UFO EXPERIENCE 
4) PSYCHOLOGICAL AND PERCEPTIVE ASPECTS IN THE UFO EXPERIENCE 
5) EPISTEMOLOGY OF THE RESEARCH ON UFO PHENOMENA 

. 

EDITORIAL POLICY 

It is afundamental condition that manuscripts submitted should have not been, simultaneously 
published or submitted elsewhere. 

With the acceptance of a manuscript for publication, the publisher acquires the sole copyright for 
all languages and countries. Unless special permission has been granted by the publisher, no 
photographic reproductions, microform or any other reproductions of a similar nature may be made 
of the journal, of individual contributions contained therein or of extracts therefrom. 

The use of registered names, trademarks, etc., in this publication does not imply, even in the 
absence of a specific statement, that such names are exempt from the relevant protective laws and 
regulations and therefore free for general use. 

In the interest �f an authoritative publication, UFO PHENOMENA is published only after expert 
selection of manuscripts submitted, by experienced editors. 

UFO PHENOMENA is an annual journal published by EDITECS in conjunction with 
. C.N.I.F.A.A. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Subscriptions should be sent to the publisher EDITECS, PUB. HOUSE. CAS. POST. (P.O. 
BOX) 190,40100 BOLOGNA, ITALY. 

INSTRUCTIONS TO AUTHORS 

The following will be taken into consideration fm publication: 

1) Papers stressing experimental results. 

2) Papers of theoretical cor:ttent leading to higher level of understanding of UFO phenomena and 
stimulating new experimental research. 

3) Papers of experimental content not directly dealing with UFO phenomena, but having 
implications in the direction clearly expressed. 

Editorial Papers dealing with subjects of general informative interest are published only upon 
request by the Editor-in-Chief. 

Supplements (monographs or congress proceedings) are occasionally published. Announcements 
of meetings, symposia and workshops in the field will also be considered for publication. 
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SUBMISSION OF MANUSCRIPTS 

Authors should send two cppies of their manuscript, typed and single-spaced on white paper to 
EDITECS PUB. HOUSE, CAS. POST. (P.O. BOX) 190,40100 BOLOGNA, ITALY. 
The original - which will be used for the conclusive print - must be very clear. The other one may be 
also a good photostatic reproduction. 

The submitted manuscript will be sent from UFO PHENOMENA to the qualified referee. 
A third copy should be retained by the authors for their own use. 

Only original papers written in English will be considered. As an 
'
exception, papers written in 

French will be also accepted. But, they will have a full English translation of the title and the abstract. 
For the interdisciplinary nature of the journal, which is addressed to the scientific community as a 

whole, but atsri to those who are not familiar with the author's discipline, the contributors to 
UFO PHENOMENA are requested not to use technical terms or.jargon. 

· 

All accepted manuscripts will be published by a direct photographic reproduction process, 
excluding every possibility of subsequent alterations. 

Therefore either the form or the content of the paper should have been carefully checked to . 
exclude the need for corrections in proof. 

Thus it is fundamental to follow the above and following instructions so that unpleasant 
misunderstandings may be avoided. 

· 

The publisher stresses that every contribution to this journal is published free of charge. 

PRESENTATION OF MANUSCRIPTS 

Contributions to "UFO PHENOMENA" should be classified by authors as one of the following: 

A) REVIEW ARTICLES 
B) ORIGINAL PAPERS (MODELS AND HYPOTHESES) 
C) CASE HISTORIES 
D) BOOK REVIEWS 
E) LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 

All papers should be typed, sif1$le spaced on one side only on good quality white paper, (the 
maximum length of each line must be 15 cm.), preferably of size approx 28 x 22 cm. The papers 
should contain an abstract of 200-300 words. This abstract should not be a mere summary of the 
work comprehensible only to people working-in the area. Furthermore, it should underline the 
implication of this work in the understanding of UFO phenomena. 

TITLE: The title should be chosen so that it conveys to the informed reader the particular nature of 
the contents he can expect from the paper. The first page of each paper should carry the title (main 
title underlined), the authors' names and the name of the Department, Institute or Association in 
which the research work was done. 

ABSTRACTS ; Each paper must include a summary of 200-300 words, as stated above. Papers in 
French should have also a full English summary, with an English translation of the title. 

KEY- WORDS: A list of 5-15 key-words for indexing purposes must be given by the authors, after 
the Abstract. 
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CHAPTERS: ORIGINAL PAPERS (Models and Hypotheses) must be divided into chapters in the 
following order: 
A) Abstract 
B) Introduction 
C) Material and Methods 
D) Results 
E) Discussion 
F) References 

REVIEW ARTICLES and CASE HISTORIES may be divided into Chapters at the authors 
discretion. 

ILLUSTRATIONS: All illustrations (photographs, diagrams or graphs) should be in the desired final 
size. The proportions of the printed page (12 x 18 cm) should be borne in mind when authors are 
preparing the format of illustrations. 
Several figures should be grouped into a plate on one page. 

LINE ORA WINGS: Submit good-quality glossy prints. The inscriptions should be clearly legible. 
Letters 5 mm. high are recommended. 

HALF-TONE ILLUSTRATIONS: Submit well-contrasted photographic prints, trimmed at right 
angles. Inscriptions should be about 5 mm high. 

CAPTIONS: Each figure should be briefly and clearly described. Remarks like "For explanation, see 
text" should be strongly avoided. Captions are a part of the text and should be appended to it. Any 
lettering or annotation should be indicated on a tracing overlay or a photocopy of the original. All 
figures should be numbered in sequence. 

REFERENCES: References must be limited to publications quoted in the text; they must be listed in 
alphabetical order, according to the surname of the first author, and be cited as numbers in the text 
according to the quotation. For Journal Papers, the following data must be successively reported: 
Surname and initial(s) of the first name(s) of the Author(s), year of publication in brackets, full title of 
the publication underlined (or abbreviation of it, according to international usage), volume, issue and 
page(s) number. 

For example: - Poher C. (1976) - LUMIERES DANS LA NUIT 19, No. 158, 3 
(or) - Poher C. (1976) - L.D.L.N. 19, No 158, 3. 

When a paper with more than two authors is quoted, all authors will.be mentioned in the first 
quotation, but afterwards the first only will be mentioned, for ex.: (Schwarz et al., 1970) . 
For Books Citations: surname and initial(s) of the first name(s) of the Author(s), year of publication 
in brackets, full title of the book underlined, publisher, city of publication, and page(s) number. 

For example - Webb D. ( 1976) "1973 - YEAR OF THE HUMANOIDS" Center for UFO 
Studies: Evanston, 33-36. 

Responsibility for accuracy of references rests with the author(s). 

SYMBOLS AND TERMINOLOGY: With regard to the abbreviations, symbols arid technical terms, 
the authors must use the international rules when they exist, If they do not exist, one may use the 
terminology of well known authors or treatises. 

The editors of UFO PHENOMENA strongly recommend the development of a uniform 
terminology for descriptions and evalu�tions of UFO reports. Meanwhile, authors should always 
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mention explicitly the terminology used, e. g. "The terminology followed is that used by ... ", or 
"According to the classification of ... ". 

A list of uncommon abbreviations could be placed by the author(s) as a footnote on the first page 
of the article. 

FOOTNOTES: They should be avoided; if essential, they should appear on the first page of the 
article. 

REPRINTS: Fifteen reprints will be sent to the Author free of charge. Other copies will be available 
on request, the cost depending on the number of their-pages. 

ABOUT KEY WORDS 

As you can see in the Instructions to Authors a list of 5-15 key words is..requested to authors for 
indexing purposes. 

Looking at manuscripts so far submitted for publication we must note that most of them do not 
meet this requirement. 

This want is likely due to the fact our contributors did not receive the Miniature Issue of UFO 
PHENOMENA before writing their articles. On the other hand we think useful to summarize the 
meaning of this practice, typical of any scientific journal, for those still not familiar with it. Webster 
defines key word as "a significant word from a title or document that is used as a index to content". 

Now through proper key words authors supply jointly to their papers the Subject Index and the 
information retrieval system as well could be prepared. 

Some scientific journals point out the index terms have to be chosen from a Thesaurus (i.e.: a list 
of subject headings with a cross-reference system). 

Thus we find the Index Medlcus which collects the subject headings. All the same the Chemical 
Abstracts Service Source Index (American Chemical Society) is used in chemical and biochemical 
literatures. 

In UFOlogy we lack a Thesaurus even if words as "abduction", and "entity", or "teleportation" 
and so on are by now widespread and therefore potential index terms. 

As clearly stated in the Instructions to Authors one of UFO PHENOMENA goals is the 
foundation of a uniform terminology for descriptions and evaluations of UFO reports. The creation 
of a Thesaurus in UFOlogy is a legitimate part of this schedule. But for the actual accomplishment of 
this purpose we ask for the close cooperation of our most experienced contributors of the Advisory 
and Editorial Boards. 

Suggestions and outlines in this sense are urged and should be sent to the EDITECS address. 

CALL FOR PAPERS 

Authors are requested to send as soon as possible their manuscripts to be considered for 
publication in UFO PHENOMENA. 
All manuscripts must be received not later than December 31 of every year. 

A careful reading and application of the Instructions to Authors is strongly recommended. 
In fact it will be one of basic principles used in the final approval of any paper submitted for 

publication in the journal. 
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Review arti�les, original papers (models and hypotheses), analyses of UFO cases, book reviews, 
letters to the ed1tors, contributions for debates, criticisms and suggestions, are welcomed. 

LonJ and detaDed manuscripts will be preferred to short and scarcely significant 
communications. 
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ON THE CHANCE OF WITNESSING CELESTIAL 
OR AERIAL EVENTS 

E. J. BETINIS 

Mathematical Consulting Service 
221 N. La Salle St., Chicago, Illinois 6 0601 , USA 
Received October 1 1 , 1 978 

A bst r a c t  

© EDITECS 1 9  79 

The c h a n ces o f  w i t ness i ng ce l est i a l  o r  a n oma l ous 
a er i a l  even t s  a re de r i ved by consi de r i ng t h e vo l ume o f  s ky 
a v a i l a b l e  pr i ma r i l y  t o  t h e' grou n d-b a sed obser ver a s  com­
pa red t o  t h e  en t i re ea r t h 's a t mosph ere at a hei g h t  of 
a b o u t  15 ki l omet er s .  Th e fr a c t i on of t i me spen t  ob serv i ng 
c ompa red to a t wen t y - f o u r  hou r day a n d  t h e  f r a c t i o n of  
even t s  i n  t h e ent i re a t mosph ere oc c u r r i n g  i n  t he  a v a i l a b l e 
v o l ume o f  sky f o r  obser v i ng a re a l s o  used. A i r cra ft  
p i lot s •  a n d ast ron omers• c h a n ces a re a l so g i ven s ome c o n­
s i der a t i o n. Th e res ul t s  a re a ppl i ed t o  t h e  c h a n ces of 
det ec t i ng met eo rs a n d  a n oma l o us aer i a l  even t s .  The 
c o n c l u s i o n s  i n d i c a t e t h a t  t h e  c h a n ce of  w i t nes s i n g a n  a n o­
ma l o u s  event  (UFO) i s  ex t remel y l o w a n d  even i mproba bl e .  
Th u s  rec o n c i l i a t i o n w i t h  d a t a  ga t h ered o n  report s o f  w i t �  
nes s i ng a n oma l ous even t s  i mpl y a "se l ec t i v i ty . " A furt h er 
c o n c l us i o n i s  t h a t  t he pres en ce o f  a few fast-movin g an o-

·ma l i es c oul d a c c ount  f o r  t h e  g l o ba l s c a l e  of t h e  rep ort s 
�f a noma l ous a e r i a l  ph en omen a .  
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C h a n c e  of w i t nes s ing 
C el es t ia l  even t 
A n a ma l ous a eri a l  even t 
U F O  
Ground-b a s ed o b s  erv .er 
A s t ron o mer o b s erver 
P i l o t ob s erver 
Sel ec t i vity 
G l o b a l s c a l e  of report s 

I. Intro duc t io n . Oft e n t imes , a very act ive ob s erver 
of c eles t i al or a eria l even t s  s eems t o  be c o nfro n t ed by 
m ore t h a n  h i s  s h a re of w i t nes s i ng suc h o c c urren c es . We 
w i l l  be c oncerned pr i ma r i l y  w i t h  a c t i ve o b s ervers par­
t a k i ng i n  such  act i v i t i es a s · a� a v o c a t i o n ra t her t h en a s  a 
profes s i o n .  We wil l a l s o c o mpa re t h e  i n a c t i ve or c h a n ce 
o b s erver w i t h  t h e  a c t i ve o b s erver. I n  a d d it io n , we will 
t ouc h upo n  t h e b a s i c  o b s erv a t i ona l pro b l em des c r i bed a b ove 
a s  i t  re l a t es t o  profes s i o n a l  o b s ervers such  a s , for 
ex a mpl e ,  a s t ro n omers and a i rcraft pi l o t s . 

A genera l equa t i on i s  devel o ped for t h e  c h a nces of 
o b s erv i ng ce l es t i a l even t s  a s  wel l a s  a n oma l ous aeria l 
o c currences  c l o s e  t o  t he ea rt h 's surfa c e� App l ica t io n s  
a re m a de t o  t h e  o b s erv a t i o n of a s t ro n o m i c a l  even t s , s uch 
a s  t h e  c h a n ces of s eei n g  a met eor a n d_ a n oma l ous aeria l  
o c c uren ces s u c h  a s . t h e  c h a n c e  w i t nes s i ng o f  a U F O .  A com­
p i l a t i o n of formula s for t h e s e  c h a n ces for t h e  v a r i o us 
types of w i t nes s es .  i s  m a de for c o mpa r i s o n .  
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I I . Ma x i mum Vo l ume of Ob s erv a b l e Sk* . F i g .  1 shows 
a n  o b s erver of he i g h t  b , s t an d i ng o n  t e eart h 's surfa ce, 
l o o king up i nt o  t h e s ky t o  a n  a l t i t ude � • where an �vent 
is det ec t ed ,  a n d  a d · i s t a n c e  e. • t o  t he hor i zon . If we 
a s s ume a perfec t l y  s mo o t h  surf a c e  for the earth of radius 
R0 , t h en we have that 

::z (b +-Ro) = ( 1 ) 

F i g. 1. Maximum Volume of 'Observabl e Sky at .Altitude h . 

. E x pa n d i ng equa t i on (1) , we s i mp l y have 

ba..,..� ��or �o� = 4:z.,. �o� 

and s i nce  b<< Ro , equa t i o n (2 ) y i el d s  for the 
dis t a n ce t o  t h e  h bri zo n  

e. = -y,.bRo1• 

(2) 

( 3) 
If we a s s ume t h a t t h e eye-l evel  of t h e  observer i s  b, 

wit h b- /.s�,o·3�....,·.( /.s---..) , typ i c a l l y , a n d  
Ro-... s-"1o3k-""'· , we f i nd t h a t t h e  h ori zon for a n  

o b s erver of a vera ge  he i gh t i s  
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�-= 4 k-..,..,. 
( 4 ) 

Ho wever ,  i n  genera l ,  a t  s ome he i g h t  
t he d i s t a n ce t o  t h e h ori zo n  i s  

E :: /Cdrb k,.,.,. ( 5 )  

We a l s o  h a ve from F i g. 1 .  t h at 

-lL� = b:t+-r� ( 6 ) 

w h ere r i s  t h e ra d i us of a c i rc l e  perpen d i c ul a r  t o  t h e  
o b s erver's ey e- l evel � Fro m equa t i o n s  ( 3) a n d  (6) , we 
h a ve , i n  turn t hat 

�.,. '= "2.. b Ro - 6� ( 7) 
but s i n c e  equa t i o n (7) y i el d s t h a t  

� =: V-a.bRo '. (8) 

N o w  from F i g .  1 ,  R - r 
Ro+h - R; J  (9) 

w h ere R i s  t he ra d i us of a c i rc l e  perpen d i c ul a r t o  t h e  
a l t i t ude h ·a t  he i g h t  h a b o ve t he ea rt h 's surface. 
Sub s t i t ut i ng equa t i o n (8)  i n t o  equa t i o n (9), we f i n d  t h at 

R:: (CR.o +� l/Ro)V,.b�. ( 10) 
The m a x i mum v o l ume of o b s erv a b l e  sky where an event 

may  be det ec t ed i s  t hen g i ven by 
V�:: � Y,7r�2(Ro+"i;) -!- ,. .. �Ro. ( 11) 

Subs t i t ut i ng equat i o n (8)  i n t o  equa t i o n (11) , we f i nd t hat 

v�:! � t1r [( Ro+h)�;-R�(:l&Ro). (12) 
The a 1 t 1" t u de h 1 s a s s u me d t o  be s u c h t h a t h--' 4: Ro. 
Th i s  assumpt i o n i s  made pr i m a r i l y  for ea rt h - bound obser­ve,rs w h o  may w i t nes s a n  even t o c c urri ng a t  a n  a l t i t ude 

� as seen w i t h  t h e naked ey e. In t h i s  case. equation (12) becomes (13) 
F or as t ro n omers a n d  a i rcraft pi l o t s , we have , respec­

t i vel y (see A p pen d i x) t h at 
V s �.;., _ +a. a aJ. -h J ( 13 a ) 

,.,All .... T"H = , T 0. 
and (13b) 
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w he re � Cf"o.. 1 s the v 1 e w i n g a n g 1 e of a t e 1 e scope , a 'iP p t s 
the viewing angle from the pilot•s cockpit, � is the 
a i r c raft v e 1 o c i t y i n k • p • h • , a n d hp i s the pi 1 o t • � 
a·l t i tu de. 

111. Volume of Sky Seen by the Inactive Observer. 
Fig . 2. depicts the volume of sky that an average 

person viewing the horizon from an eye-level � • would 
see if he would view additionally to an angle Cl(. above 
the horizon and sweep.through 36 0• of the horizon. This 
volume of sky is simply the volume of a cylinder less the 
volume of a cone , namely, 

or 
V!::= ,. r2( b .... r+o.,., -<)-..t. 7Tr1f4?tllf, 

� 

VS�"' - �71""1'- 1+Q '1 c( +7' r2 /:,, AVti-- � 

(14) 

(14a) 

Substituting equation (8) into equation (14a), we obtain 
that 

( 15) 

Fig. 2. Volume of S ky Seen by "Average" Observer 
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If we assume that the average observer does not move 
h i s h e a d u n d u 1 y • t h e n h e may v 1 e w t h e s k y a t a n a n g 1 e '�: .c •So� 
S u c h a 1 i m 1 t e d a n g 1 e t h en y i e 1 d s t h at • ,. " e • rcu1 "- 6 • S'.., ? • 

Depending on his location , the average observer's view may 
be obstructed by trees , hills , mourttains , buildings and 
the like. Ci�y dwellers , for example , would have their 
views severely restricted by tall buildings. Since city 
dwellers essentially have the majority of their view 
restricted and people living on a flat plain have no 
o b s t r u c t i o n s t o t h e i r · v i e w s , \'1 e w i 1 1  m a k e t h e v e r y 
approximate assumption that half of the average observer's 
view is obstructed . · Next we assume that weather con­
ditions are only favorable· for observing half of the time. 
We assume further that a person walking or riding only 
scans through not much more than 3 6° ,  that is , 1/ 10 of the 
total azimuthal angle. 

It is at this juncture in the discussion that we must 
note the approximate methods emloyed in deriving our 
results . Our estimates are crude , but they can be no 
better , at this point in time, as data is lacking on these 
topics . This is the justification and rationale for using 
approximations of quantities; it would be inappropriate to 
do more , given the conditions and assumptions of this 
paper. · · 

Incorporating these assumptions into equation ( 15) , 
neglecting the term :J.7Tb2R.o . and with 7Z"-3 , we obtain 

V fie\/ .-.J (2. b �o) Jr.., f-o.H IlL • 
.,..,. c:: :a.o (16) 

IV� Fraction. of Sky for Various Observers 
For an altitude.hA of the earth's atmosphere, we 

easily find that the total volume of the earth's 
atmosphere is ATM 4 1( '3 oi1 VT0,.,.,_ = � �Ro+-ho..)- 1'\oj • (17) 
Expansion of (Ro+"'o..l3 with he...-'< Ro , then yields 
from equation ( 17) that 

v::;;, ':::: I :Z.. R0:J. '-'-.. . ( 18) 
The various fractions of available sky for various obser­
vers are found by dividing the maximum observable volumes 
found in Ill. by equation ( 18).  

For the active observer scanning the maximum sky 
available , we have the fraction 

tJ'hT� �v'-Roha..· (19) 
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Correspondingly, the fraction of sky available to the 
average or inactive observer is J/: 

p•..,r, '::!R ( b/p ) '-teu,tJI. • 
( 20) 

- • 1'0 �OQ ..,,.._ 
For astronomers, this fraction is by use of (13a) found to 
be A5TAM � -.1 P -::= -t-a.-,. t?.,. h ( 20 a) - . 1:& ���, .. 
For aircraft pilots, � 

,.,._.t t!J/1 J 'i':a A� � � P � te roe s,, r�' .s ,.., (20b) I� V' "f4.i lt-. 
v. Chance of W1 tnessin' Celestial or Anomalous Event. 
In order that. a particu ar event may "catch the 

observer's eye", it would have to subtend a non-negligible 
arc in the sky, The exper1enc� of witnessing a dramatic 
event in the sky, in principle� would require the con­
sideration of the relative brightness of the objec t 1n· the 
sky, the physical properties of the eye, and possibly a 

. theory of human perception. However , these last con­
siderations would be perhaps unnecessary refinements to an 
event which we would consider only as dramatic or strange 
enough to "catch the observer's eye . "  Since we are 
looking at this chance viewing in terms of the various 
assumptions already specified above, additional refine­
ments would not alter materially the order-of-magnitude 
chances that we seek , particularly for anomalous aerial 
phenomena , whose easy-to-observe characteristic has been 
well-documented . 

In view of these arguments , we are only going to con­
sider the problem of getting the witness's attention by 
those events which have a noticeable subtended arc-length. 
This arc-length would depend on the actual size of the 
event 4nd its altitude or distance from the observer. 

Therefore we are going to assume that the event ts 
sufficiently dramatic to subtend an arc-length of . 65 cm. 
as viewed through the thumb and forefinger of. an 
outstreched arm of length 65 cm . For an altitude of h� •. 
and an object of length S., ., . , we find that 

So.. :.(·f.f") h {tooo) � .  (21) 
t.S" -

From equation (2 1) , we find that h satisfies the equation 
h :. ..§.!:.. �.,.,., , ( 21 a ) 

IQ 

Next we consider the number of minutes per day spent 
in observing compared to the total number of minutes 
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available i� a 24 hour da�. If we let T min�/day be the 
total observation time, then the fraction spent is 

-?'": _:c_ .  {22) 
I� tll() 

The number of events occurring per 24 hour day, that is, 
over a span of 14 40 minutes must be considered. This fre­
quency density is designated as 

-f =- N (22a) 
p.,.y 

where N fs the total number of events per day Qbta1ned 
from yearly, daily, or hourly data. For ex�mple, daily 
data .for meteors may be obtained from the yearly estimates 
of events/year. In the case of anomalous phenomena, � will 
actually be calculated in terms of the theory developed. 

Employing equations (2la), (22), and (22a) in the 
fraction equations for the various observers, we find the 
chance of observing a given event for these observers as 
follows: 

(23) 

( 24) 

(25) 

and 
o s� pilot P- p,a.or = /t:J (�p) �,..,:a�, &os� '?i'X 1 ( i V). 

(25a) c I:L �oa 1-.o.. • 1�4fJ 'f1' 
where �cr., 7;...,Gr., 7;sr�t�and 7;, ... r are the observing times 
of th� four classes, respectively. Additionally, we have 
su�st1tuted the qllantity -r-f in equations (23) - (25a) , 
wh1ch represents the total number of events observable in 
a_given day for an observation time ofT min./day for any 
g1ven observer. 

)n �rder to see clearly the respective differences in 
the chances of the four classes of observers, we substf-
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tute into equations (23) - (25a), the values of the · 

paramete-rs /2o = 6.37)('0�� • ., b- /.'!;J�.,o·J �� . .. he- a.l&-k .... .,. 
t-A�tiP .. """"·'� and -l;ca.-ntpp-· 3. We therefore obtain from 

equations (23) - (25a), the following good approximations: 

and 

.4C7' •IJ ( 26) Pc � t-3 -��o s� �rN . J 
AV6- -1$' R: ..._ 4 )1. /0 Sa. T,.11e,. AI� ( 27) 

D �rrAAJ -17 � 3 ..,.. N re � I ��0 � 1A>sr,u� .J ( 28) 
p,�.or - '() � .,.. AI f: """ ( 3 �10 ) (Sea.) r,.,ur J ""'" (28a) 

where we assume \,p-.S../,,.by use of equation 
We note that for a 11typ1cal11 event of say 

(2 l a) . 
S'o..= 3o..._, that 

( 29) C A-CT ·I 2 .,-,�C. -Jf-)(.IO ,,crN1 
AVG. - t3r ?c - I "�" IJ!t.V6- AJ, 
� et· A.-, - I� .,.. N. l:J - '3 )I..ID IA.Snul J c: . 

,.,,.,, - 7 .,... Pc ,_,,,s-I() rp,,..,.N' 
,... 

(30) 

(31) 

We see from these last estimates that for equal viewing 
times that surprisingly, the astronomer•s chances are not 
as good as the active observer•s or the p11ot•s. The 
p11ot has, as can be seen. the best chance. The astro• 
nomer may override his disadvantage because 7.4rr� 1s larger 
normally than the other observing-times by quite a large 
margin. 

V. A�plications. We would like to po1nt.out that the 
volumes o sky ava1lable to the various observers are 
essentially very narrow right circular cylinders. 

Therefore any event that 11catches the eye" at a distance 
somewhere in these volumes from the observ•r will always 
be close to h' • We have an ho..= 15 km. and objects of 

size sav 3c-..-! Sa.� ,o,..., will thus be a distance or , �· -height h such that Sk'.,.... � "' � llk�tt· and so are some-
tihere in the volume of height ho.. s:. 1 s- toe-.,.. We are thus 
restricting our events to be of size Sa.""" 3c .... . or so. 
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1 .  Detection of Meteors Entering the Earth's 
Atmosphere. For. meteors entering the. earth's 
atmosphere , we have a slightly different problem. If we 
consider a cross-section through the earth's diameter and 
its atmosphere, then the annulus consisting of atmosphere 
only , would have an area 

· 

A;tT''" = 7Tff�-�-�,Q.. )2:·Ro"]-;; 'Ro�a.� ( 32 > 
f o r I, c.. . C::: < �0 ..... I f t h e a n n u 1 u s i s on e k i 1 o met e r 
thick then 1ts volume is simply VAN..,Mus=A./ k"';� 

If the velocity of the meteor is �w����� 
and we assume there is one meteor per cubic kilometer 
moving in this annulus along the circumference of the 
earth , then ��oho.,_,. is the number of cubic kilo­
meters swept out by the meteor per minute. If � meteors 
are entering th earth's total atmosphere per day , then the 
total number of such events per day is 

N -=. ·c;, Ro l., !e �.,.., ( t#�t>) � • 1 "'� .,._ ( 33) 
1'2. R� ho.. -

Using equation (2 6) , we have that for the active observer, 
the chance of witnessing such a high-velocity event as an 
entering meteor , to be .. 1� �D A e-r"!!::! S". S" )( /O .So... z;�T ?1 � ( 3 4 ) (� -
If we assume that meteors travel at approximately 1500 
km/min . ,  that s-A-- IS"IJt:J...,. and 7Acr � /Do"'•..,·.,and that 
'there are n meteors then the chance of seeing a meteor 
is ..,.a.t�-cT -b re � 10 71. ( 35) 

., '· 
It is known that about /� meteors/day enter the earth's 
atmosphere. If we take a conservative s-)t./Ds-.,.DAcr 
meteors/day as able to "catch the eye" , then � �-� 
or in two days of watching for 7;cr � lOO min., one meteor 
will be seen. 

2. Anomalous Aerial Phenomena. According to a USAF 
study 3· from 1947- 1955 , the average number of uniden­
tifiable "objects" was roughly about 2 0/year. However, 
this figure pertained primarily to sightings in the u.s.A. 
and a f�w foreign USAF bases. Moreover, this figure is 
quite unreliable in itself, since the investigations would 
not have been carried out ·1n a quantitative enough way so 
as to be used in the work presented here. 

In a private communication from Mark Rodegh1er of the 
Cent�r for UFO Studies (CUFOS) of Evanston, Illinois, 
u.s.A., their computer data bank (UFOCAT ) of UFO sightings 
from around the world contains some 65 , 0 00 entries. We 
will now demonstrate that there are truly anomalous events 
occurring by ·use of these entries and equations ( 26) and ( 27). 
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_ The great majority of these reports 1n UFOCAT, about 
90�, come from the period 1947- 1977. Thus· using 60,000 or 
so as a base, we ,an say that during the time period noted 
above, 2,000 reports were, on average, made each year. 
This figure yields about 6 reports per day. 

In equations {26) and {27), A/ is not known.· We 
now solve for AI , using the above number of reports plus 
world population data • .  For 1�2, the midpoint of the 
30-year interval, we use the world population at that time 
of- �.o ')( ,o9 • This is done to find the average 
number of available observers in this interval. No more 
than ·sx of this populatfon can be cons.idered to be an 
active observer in the sense used in this pjper. ·That 
then yields • ' )( ,o• active observers. Then 
the total number of anomalous events AI satisfies the 
equation f � � 

+ Y.,t:t' $� �6 N (I , q 'f.ID) "f" /. 3 'IIID JQ. 7;c:J(,I "'" J- I(J • { 3 6 ) 

If we assume s ... -.. 3o- . . :��=��r- 100 min., then from 
equation {36) we find that � satisfies the equation 

·"·� "' ,..,(S"-10) ( 38 ) 

or that· /V ...v 10() 
this value of N is 
reports are generated 
world-wide! 

The very important consequence of 
that the number of truly anomalous 
by very few anomalous events 

In other words, we have that on a yearly basis 
anomalous events are occurring. However, on a daily 
b a s i s , s i n c e N "'-J 1 DD o r s o a n d t h e s e " ob j e c t s " a re se e'n 
at random throughout the world, then they have to be 
moving at very high velocities. Since the earth ' s circum­
ference is about 4 x 104 km. and if we assume that the 
"objects" are traversing along great circles 1n a maximum 
time of 24 hours, then their average velocities are 

,..._j 1600 km/hr • . Such objects• speeds \'IOuld be a bare 
minimum as their motion would be more random and so they 
w0uld appear in different parts of the world in very s�ort 
times. High velocities on· the order of 16,000 km/hr. can 
easily be shown to cause a 30 meter object to appear to 
"vanish" 1n·a viewing time interval of about . 5  seconds. 

Since equation {26) indicates that at random, say for 
a viewing time of 7i.c-,=./DDAAea.�,, SQ.=. "30 -Moot . andN-It:J4 
y i e 1 din g 0 �eT - 7 

le � 1�/0 

25 

(39) 



then the chance of even the active observer seeing an ano­
malous event 1s very remote. Further, if we assume these 
events are independent, then for a so-called "repea ter" 
who has witnessed say 2 such events, we have tha t R_ �c.T p�t:T -�+ ( 40) 

c, • c ... - /0 
In other words, a urepcater " completely seems to defy his 
chances of witnessing these amomalous phenomena even a 
very few times. 

VI . Discussion . According to the analysis deve­
loped, we have shown that only very few "objects" moving 
at very high velocitie� could generate the re�orts of ano­
m a l o us phenomena gathered to d at e • We not i c e that N -ro 
rou�hly corresponds to the different "types " reported, (we 
consider a discoid seen from various angles as the same 
object, for example). The velocities, although seemingly 
high, at first, may be made somewhat plausible if such� "objects " are- in earth orbit ( Vo�fS•T � �7,ooo k..Yh ... ) . • 

So that if the objects are · even fewer in number and moving 
very' randomly, their velocities may be such that they are 
actually in earth orbit. In this way, they re-enter the 
atmosphere to carry out sorties of unknown intent at very 
high velocities near the earth's surface. 

The other important point drawn from this analysis is 
that a "selectivity" appears to be occurring especially 
when the chances of witnessing an event more than once at 
random is, in terms of our understanding, a zero probability 
for all practical purposes. A possible corollary here is 
that a certain select "few " will continue to witness such 
events. The difficult question regarding this "selectio n 
process" is whether the witness has something in his 
psychological and physiological systems that makes him 
sensitive to the "presence " of these phenomena and he 
turns "just to the right .spot " or the phenomena somehow 
"tunes in " . 

We may conclude in view of the above calculations and 
comments that the phenomena is truly anomalous in its 
behavior pattern as well as to what might be its intent, 
if we can_use such a word. 
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Ap�endix 
Maximum V olumes o Obse rvable S ky for 

Ast ronome rs and Pilots 

I .  Ast ronome rs. We assume t hat maximum viewing is 
ac com p lished if t he telescope is point ed ve rt ically and 
t hu s  avoids considerat ions conce rning t he angle of eleva­
t ion . Fo r occur rences wit hin � t hen t he volume seen by 
t he astronomer is simply _ a -. V 4"''� � .!. TT (  h t�l1 t?.._) h 

JOMA"I' �U rA.V 3 I { l A )  

whe re .2. 1PA. is the viewing angle of t he teles cope. Since 
rr -.  3 , t hen equat ion ( l A )  is simply 

s ,.. .., � - ]  MA,t VA ITI&N -:: t: �'t1 t"f'A h • 
( 2A )  

1 1 .  Pilots. I f  we . allow the pilot to det ect objects 
of siz e  S o- 30 mete rs as fa r as t he horizon from an 
alt it ude hp then from Fig. l a , we see that 

Fig. l a. Volumes Seen By Pilot 

the volu me seen by the pi lot per unit time is 
,.. • ., Vps� :. tn-( e � , .._.  ,p)2.(e CoSfp)/�tt-.. ( JA )  

' "" • •i-"h t- r 

whe re e. = , • o � f r o m e quat 1 on ( 5 ) , �1 s t he a 1 • 

titude of t he aircraft , and '!J. f11f' is t he viewing angle 
from the c ockpi t .  I f  we as sume that the pilot ' s  work 

28 



s c h e d u l e  a l l o ws  h i m  t o s e e  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o c k p i t  w i n d o w a 
d i s t a n c e  v r  = Y e �- h'l;b ' ,  w h e r e  V . i s  t h e  v e l o c i t y 
o f  t h e  a i rc r a f t  a n d � i s  t h e  t i me o f  v i e w i n g ,  t h e n  e v e ry 

T- =  Ye .. - �P /'"" ( 4A )  
h o u r s h e  w 1 1 1  s e e  a t o t a l  ma x i m u m  v o l u m e  o f  s k y  ' S "'l .J_ ' 3 . ' 

1 a..., 
AUhl V r · �T = "J 11 E S I 'H  fet"os (j'p V•l.""" • 

V" 
By u s e o f  e q u a t i o n ( 5 ) , �' e t h e n h a v e • s i n c e 7T - 3 

w h e r e ? 
' 

V r "v _ e. ) S"A 'l '� M �t�lf - ,., , ... r = /o (J.,p '�- Sl w f'p t.Qr T'P 
V I 

i s  i n  k m / h r .  
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ABSTRACT : Several observers , one of them a technically com-

petent employee of a military installat ion , observed two 

very briqht l iqht s or luminous obj ects in a clear , midday , 

summer sky . The liqht s were observed to remain apparently 

s-ationary and also to approach and recede alonq different 

traj ectories . The durat ion of the observation was from �hree 

to five minutes . Desp ite an intens ive invest iqation the 

obj ects rema in unidentified . 

KEYWORDS : Luminous : Circular Liqhts : Dark Rinqs : Dayl iqht 

Observation: Z iq-z aq Path 

31  



I .  S�RY 

On Sunday , "July 2 7 , 197 5 , Mr .  Y . (name withe!El . . at the 

request of the witness ) had been relaxing on: ta chaise-lonque 

and reading the paper for about twenty minutes on his front 

porch while his eight year old daughter played in the front 

yard . About 1 2 : 15 P . M.  Eastern Daylight Time ( 1 6 1 5  Universal 

�ime ) she cal led his attent ion to a bright obj ect " fa l l ing " 

from the sky . He looked in the direction she pointed (upward s 

to the northeast ) and was able to see a - whitish ,  apparen-

tly glowing , circular obj ect descend ing with a _uniform an-

qular mot ion against the clear b lue sky . The obj ect suddenly 

stopped it s descent , oscillated and/or moved s ideways sl ight - . 

ly , and then remained motionless . Mr .  Y .  then became aware 

of a second glowi nq obj ect , of the same apparent s ize and 

brightness as the first , which seemed to have moved raptd-

ly from some place in the upper left of his circle of vis ion 

to a place at the same apgular he ight as the first and 

slight ly to the left (north ) of the first obj ect . 

The two obj ect s appeared to remain motionles s  for a 

period of t ime . estimated to be a minute or mo�e . during 

which Mr .  Y .  noticed that each one had a dark ring , almost 

l ike a faint shadow, around � - The diameter of each ring 

was about twice the diameter of the .obj e�t it surrounded . 
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He cal led his wi fe out of the house , and she arrived in 

time to see the obj ects . She and his daughter agreed that 

there was a faint ring around each obj ect . His wife retur­

ned to the house to get some dark glasses for better viewing 

against the bright sky . Short ly after she left the object 

which had appeared after. �the fi rst obj ect suddenly departed 

by making a l eft -ri�ht z ig-z ag mot ion and then a uniform , 

rapid , apparently vertical ascent . As soon as tne · second ... 
appearinq obfeet had departed , the first objecb -: descended · 

sli-qh'fly-:-·and ··then ·beqaft a uniform · · ascent:;.. Mr. Y . , his dauq­

h'b9r� ·anq· his ·wife {who :bad returned · by thi s  t ime ) ·  watched 

unt i l  the first-appearing obj ect became ind istinguishable 

from the · sky background nearly d irect ly overhead . He said the 

obj ect shrank in apparent s iz e ,as it ascended , and he est i� 

mated that it took about seven seconds to "disappear " .  He 

also stated that the first obj ect had been in s ight for from 

three to five minutes.  Mr. y. thought that the obj ects must 

have been very bright to have been vis ible from a long dis� 

tance against the bright sky . He apparent ly had the feeling 

that the obj ects were distant 'because he was unable to di scern 

any features of the obj ect s other than the faint dark ring . 

am feeling that the obj ect s were distant apparently led him 

to believe that they had moved at a tremendous rate . 
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After the obj ects d isappeared he tried to figure out 

what he must have seen and was unable to think of a logical 

explanation based on his experience as an obserVer of planes . 

balloons , and rocket launches .  He was su fficiently puzz led 

by the apparent briqhtnesses of the obj ects ,  the " serrated " 

(i . e .  z iq-zag )  departure of the second-appearing obj ect . and 

the apparent speed of the first obj ect as it went upward dur­

ing its departure that he ( 1 )  called Andrews Air Force base 

east of Washington , D .c .  (but got no help ) , ( 2 )  cal led the 

Baltimore-Washington Airport north of Washington · (and qot 

no help ) , and ( 3 )  called a local TV stat ion (but they had 

no report s ) . He commented to this investigator that he had 

·never seen anythinq sufficient ly unusual to make _him take 

any extraord inary _ actions such as callinq airport s , etc . , 

yet these obj ects impres sed him sufficient ly so that he could 

not just "do nothing " .  On the next day (Monday) he·· ment ioned 

the siqhtinq to several of his eo-workers at the Naval 

Surface Weapons Center. One of these eo-

workers , as a result of fortuitous circumstances , happened 

to mention the sightinq to this investlqator . 

Mr .  Y . ' s  own statements about the siqhtinq are contained 

in Appendix A (his personal account ) • 
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II . INVESTIGATION 

JUly 2 9 ,  1975 - I made the initial contact by phone and 

took the fol lowinq notes : 

The s iqht inq was made from. Cheveriy ,  Maryland , j ust 

ENE of Washinqton , o . c • . , about noon on Sunday : the sky was 

blue , no clouds 1 little qirl out in front yard said "Daddy , 

what ' s  up there ? "  ' . �· Y .  lobked where his dauqhter pointed 

and could . "vaquely •• see somethinq in the sk}r : (the obj ect then 

appeared to descend and come c loser) r (when stationary at its 

closest ) it was a briqht _shininq l iqht l ike a firebal l  at 

a distance r smaller than an aspirin tablet held at arms lenqth : 

between due north and due east r (when. he first saw ·it } it: 

appeared to be descendinq r then another one appeared and 

�rave lled (downward ?) parallel to the first r each Iiqht was 

ehcirelea ·by a thin dark line l ike a fine P.ncil l ine 1 the 

second l iqht d id something and then moved away fast r it was 

· stranqe because of the stranqe angles of motion (refer� to 

z ig-�aq departure ) : they watched the other one ( i . e .  the 

first-appearing l iqht ) and saw it descend and then •scend 

very rapid ly r  �hey watched it until it was out of s iqht : he 

sat down and tried to fiqure out what he had seen 1 the obj ects 

were of constant brightness as long as they were seen r  no 

blinking ,  fading , etc . : convinced they were not airplanes 
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(Note : he reported that there were no airplanes in the area 

during or before the s ight ing ) : the obj ect s were veri bright 

(he has seen rockets take off ) ; circular l ights , each bigger 

than a "dot " : watched by wife also (he cal leci her out a fter 

the second had arrived ) : obj ect would have to be very bright 

to be seen against the sky (Note : this would be tru& only i f  

the obj ect· were very distant : a highly ref lective surface 

could be seen against the sky if it were sufficient ly close 

and ·the :� sun .. observer angle were correct ) :  cal led Andrews AFB­

--qot no information : called BWI Airport ---got no informat ion : 

called TV stat ion--they said they had not received any calls ; 

he fe lt the obj ect s must have moved very fast : when first 

seen. it looked as if the obj ect nescended and oscil lated 

( or something ) and started to move in a horizont al p lane 

( i . e . , at the same angular alt itude ) and then both became 

" f ixed ., and "para l le l " t9 each other ( i . e • • same a�parent 

a ltitude ) r the second-appearing obj ect left in a " serrated " 

( i . e . , z ig-zag ) mot ion fol lowed by a cont inual rapid mot ion 

out of sight : bigger than the sharpened point of a penc i l  

at arm ' s length : although the obj ects were eas i ly visible 

against the sky background once they .-were c seen,  they probably 

would not have been noticed in just a casual glance at the 

sky . 
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JUly 30 , 197 5 - I visited . the witness at work and qave 

him forms to f�ll out . He was convinced that he had seen 

somethinq unusua l .  He had seen rockets take off at Cape 

Canaveral ,  observed bal loons , etc . , and is famil iar with the 

airp lane patterns over his house . We made arranqement s for 

me to vis it his home on July 3 1 .  

July 3 1 . 197 5  - I visited his house about 8 : 00P . M .  

The sky was clear , a s  i t  had been . at the t ime of the siqht inq.  

I had a home-made transit for measurinq azimuth and altitude 

anqles and had Mr. Y .  siqht alonq it in the direct ions he 

had been lookinq . The az imuth anqles with respect to true 

north are shown on Fiqure 1 .  The alt itude anqle i s  shown on 

Figure 2 .  Mr .  Y . recounted his s iqhti nq  as stated in his 

written history (see Appendix A ) . I also spoke to his dauqhter 

and wife . His wi fe stated that she had qone out and had seen 

the two obj ect s , but that the sky was too briqht for com­

fortable viewing .  so she had qone back into the house for 

dark qlasse s .  When she returned only one obj ect was vis ible 

and it was becominq very difficult to see "way up in · the sky " . 

She said that with dark qlasses on it looked just as it had 

before , but both it and the sky were not as briqht . In my 

6pinion the observers have a hiqh deqree of credibil ity ( see 

Append ix B) . 
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August S ,  1 97 5 - From ·the National Weather Center in 

Ashville , North Carol ina I found that the weather cond itions 

in the Washinqton area at noon on the siqht inq date were 

as follows : visibility - 20 mi les ( 3 2  km) : sky - c lear : 

wind - · 4 knot s (7 . 4  km/hri at 160° (wind from the·  south­

southeast ) . l also learned that weather balloons are l aun­

ched one at a tfme ,  not in pairs . From a local newspaper I 

learned that the air temperature at noon was around 80° F 

(2,0 C ) • The humidity was high but not uncomfortable , and 

there was some not iceable smoq (air C[Ual ity index for photo­

e:liemical oxidants was: abotlt' 75 ) • 

From the control tower at Washinqton National Airport 

( see the map) I learned that they had no notat ion of unusual 

obj ect s  in their loq for that date and time period . Their 

radar covers a fifty-five mi le rad ius with a five second 

revolut ion period . P�lots within the control volume of· the 

airport , a cyl indrical volume seventeen mi les ( 2 7  km) in 

radi�s and 7 , 000 feet ( 2 1 3 0  m) hiqh , would report anything 

unusual in the sky to Nat ional Airport • 

August 6 ,  1 97 5  - Accord inq t o  the Baltimore -Washinqton 

Airport Control Tower , which is about 3 5  miles ( 56 km) north 

northeast of Washington Nationa l �  no pilot made a report , 

and there was nothinq unusual in the loq . They cover a con-
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trol area which does not reac� Cheverly , · Maryland 1 but 

their radar reaches sixty miles , which does cover the 

sightinq area . The rotation rate of the radar is four 

seconds per revolut ion. 

According to the Air Traffic Control Center (an 

instal lation of the Federal Aeronaut;ics·· Adriliniatration) 

in Leesburg , Virginia ,  about' 30 mi les . (48 lant west north-

west of Nat ional Airport , there were no pilot rep9zts . 
(320 ldn) 

The FAA radar has a 200 mi leAranqe and d isplays obj ects 

at altitudes up to 60 , 000 feet ( 1 8 , 300 m . ) .  It is both a 

primary and a secondary radar (i . e . , it d isplays obj ects 

both with and without transponders ) . The radar antenna is 

located in Suit land ,  Maryland . One rotat ion of· · the radar 

beam reauires 12 seconds . The · sens it ivity and angular 

resolut ion of the radar are such that it could detect a 

small plane or even a bird at the distance of Cheverly , 

Maryla-nd , provid ing that the obj ect were high enough and 

provid ing that there were no anomalous atmospheric effect s  

and no ground clutter • However ,  short -l ived radar returns 

are generally regarded as " noise " and are therefore ignored • .._ 

Something would probably have to appear as a clear , larqe 

target for many seconds to minutes before it would be 

recognized a� a real object as opposed to an "ange l "  

( i . e . , a n  anomalous target ) .  Moreover , unless an· · object was 
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located in a · · ·p,lace which could prove hazardous to 

scheduled aircraft , it · wou ld probably be ignored . 

Andrews Air Force Base had no p i lot report s and no 

log notations of unusual obj ect s .  The rad ar at Andrews 

covers thirty miles ana sweeps at a rate of three seconds 

per revolution . 

NO est imates of th-e· number of ·pt·anes whieh might have 

been ·in the area � at the time of · the· si9'htlng were obtaine� . 

August 2·7 ,  · . - 1 91 5  . _._ I tried t1o: dete'rmine what planes 

might have been in the area by calling Andrews Airport and 

National Airport . I discovered , to my disappointment , that 

airports are _ only required to keep record s for fifteen days . 

Therefore National and Andrews had no record s of takeoffs 

and landings for that part icular day .  However ,  the Base 

Operations Divis ion at Andrews did have a record which l ist ­

ed two C-130 ' s  which took off going west at 1 : 00 P . M. There 

was nothing before no�n. 

From Nat ional Airport I found that the traffic pattern , 

a " south " operat ion , was such that planes coming from the 

north and east would circle so that they came in from the 

northwest of the air?ort . There fore planes arriving from the 

east would pas s to the north of Washington as part of the ir 

land ing pattern . and in doing so , wou ld cross the line of 

sight from the observers to the object s .  Planes arriving from 
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other directions and planes leavinq the airport would not 

hav� been in the area of the siqhtinq . The control towe r  

l oq  showed the flight patterns based o n  the toWer weather 

records which showed that the wind was about 10 knots 

(18 km/hr )  at 160 -17 5° • A
. 

f liqht cont rol ler was able to 

determine from a standard fliqht schedule that there could 

have been three to four landings in the period ) 2 : 00 to 

12 : 30 P .M . , but these were from the west . He also found 

that two j ets and a twin enqine plane were scheduled to 

depart durinq that t ime period . 

Accord inq to the control ler , the radar would have been 

operatinq in the Movinq Tarqet Indicator (MTI ) mode to avoid 

the problems of qround clutter . He claimed that without MTI 

the radar would show vehicles movinq on various roads in 

the area . Based on his experience with only occas ional 

appearances of qround vehicles , he bel ievee that the MTI was 

set to iqnore obj ect s movinq �ore slowly than , say , fifty to 

sixty miles per hour ·: 80-96 km/hr ) . He further pointed out 

that MTI is ranqe-qated so that it is effect ive for . only 

15 to 20 miles ( 24 - 3 2  km) from the airport . Beyond 20 mi les 

the MTI is no lonqer . effective and " anythinq "  can be seen. 

Since Cheverly is about eiqht miles ( 1 3  km) from ' the airport , 
miles 

stationary obj ect s as far as seven to twe lve A ( 12 -19 km ) from 
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Cheverly in the direction of the sight ing would not have been 

recorded on the radar scope . 

September 3 .  197 5  - I talked on the tele�hone to Mr .  

Y .  and made the fol lowing notes : · no airp lanes ; 

"all was quiet on the eastern front " 

( i . e . , no airplanes ) :  familiar with aircraft fl ight patterns : 

he was positi�e that there were no aircraft in the area 

before or after the sighting ( i . e . , twenty minutes before 

to several minutes after the sighting when he went inside 

to call the airport s and TV stat ion ) : certainly there were 

no airplanes during the s ighting (Note : thi s  shou ld probab ly 

be restricted to mean that there were no airplanes in view 

northeast of him in the direction of the obj ects . Whether or 

not he would have been aware of d istant planes in any other 

direct ion is  unknown . In any case,  his horizon was determined 

by surrounding houses and trees to be at angles of elevation 

of 20 degrees or more , .a he probab ly could not have seen 

land inq planes within the Washington control area if 
(6 . 4  km) 

they had been further than about four mi le s� in horizonta l 

distance from him . Plane s · passinq through the area at 

alt itudes around 3 5 , 000 feet ( 10 . 6  km) could have been seen 

if they were closer than about 6 miles (9 . 6  km) 

I cal led the Goddard Space F light Center (see map ) and 
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found that essentially zero activity is typical for a 

Sunday noon . The gate attendant recal led no reports of 

unusual obj ects . 

I checked with the National Investigations Committee 

on Aerial Phenomena (NICAP) and found that. they had no UFO 

report s from the Washington area for that day. .  

S ept . 13 , 197 5 - I received from Phi l ip J .  Klass a- l i st  

of poss ible aircraft arrivals and departures from local 

airp6rt s �  The times qiven are scheduled t imes : actual t imes 

m ay  have been - different . Aircraft depart on or behind 

schedule , but not before schedule . Aircraft arrive before 

schedule occasionally ,  but usually on or behind schedul e .  

-TWA f light #227 : depart s s·attitnore-Washinqton tBW) at noon 

-Eastern # 1 7 3 : departs BW at 1 1 : 50· A·.R.- · for Miami ; Fll)r.tda 

(Both of these probably took off to the southeast Eastern 

#173 miqht have crossed through the l in@ of sight. to the 

obj ects , but it probably would have been ten or more mi les 

away�· ) 
- Delta· #325 ·: arrive from Boston,- Massachusetts at Nat ional 

Airport (NA ) · at ·! 1 .:· 59  A . M. 

-Eastern Shuttle from New York : arrive at NA at noon 

-American ' #463 from New York : arrive at NA at noon 

(These arrivinq planes wou ld have passed northeast of the 
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s ight ing area durinq their approaches to NA , but they 

presumably would have pas sed through that area about one-

half an hour before the sighting was made . Of course planes 

passing through on rqute to other airports and small planes 

could have been in the s ighting area • No informat ion on 

such planes is available . )  

September 2 9 ,  197 5 - The witness stated that he wears 

glasses . I checked to see i f  he had them 

on at the t ime of the sighting . He claim�d that he always 

wears glasses (monofocal s )  and that he had them on {he was 

reading at the time the sighting began) . He further claimed 

that with gl asses his vision is 20/20 in each eye . Thus I 

expect that his angular resolution under bright ' sky con­

ditions was about one minute of arc (0 . 3  millirad ians ) .  

October 1 5 ,  1 975 - Upon the suggestion of Mr .  Klass I 

gave the witness a col lection of twenty-three daytime color 

(Ektachrome ) photos of smal l  planes and large j ets in 

bright sky backgrounds .  The p�ctures had been taken by Mr .  

Klass and myself o n  clear days during the preceding two 

weeks . The pictures were · all taken durinq the t ime period 

( local Eastern Daylight T�me ) noon to 2 : 00 P . M. in northeas­

terly direct ions with the obj ect s being photographed at 

angular altitudes from about 20° to about 90° . Some of the 
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pictures were taken with telephoto lenses . The pictures 

showed bas ically the same scene : a plane appea�ing as a 

bright image against the blue sky . I asked Mr .  Y 4  to pay 

particular attention to the 'brightnesses of the images with 

respect to the sky background . 

October 29 , 197 5 - Mr .  Y .  returned the slides with the 

emphatic statement that nothing in the p ictures resembled 

what he had seen . Particularly with respect to brightness , 

he said that the obj ects were much brighter than any of the 

planes he had seen on the s lides . He referred to the bri l l iance 

of burning phosphorous • .  He said they were 

the brightest things he had ever seen in the sky except the 

sun • However , he felt that one would probably not have seen 

the obj ects during a casual look at the whole sky since the 

obj ects were so small ,  unless .one looked in the correct 

direction. (Note :· in bright l ight the visual acuity of the 

human eye drops off rapidly as the angular distance from the 

center of the l ine of sight increases . For example , the 

acuity 20° from the l ine of s ight is about 10 % of  the acuity 
0 

with 1 of the line of sight . This means that it is difficult 

' to detect obj ects of small angular size when they are 

silhouetted against a bright background and are at cons ider-

able angular distances from the l ine of sight . ) 
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III . ANALYSIS OF 'l'BB S IGB'l'ING 

The lack of confirmatory report s by p ilot s , . motorist s ,  

etc . , suqqests that the obj ects may have been �ite smal l  

and close t o  the witnesses . · Unfortunately strange obj ects , 

unless they are really spectacular , are rarely· reported by 

observers to persons other than relat ives and close friends . 

Thus motorists pas s ing by might have observed the obj ects 

for a short period of t ime , but may also have been sufficien-

t ly unimpressed by what they saw so that they d id nothing 

which would have brought their s ight ings to the attention 

of the
'

pol ice or other authorit ies who might have kept a 

record . Indeed , it was only be a rare coincidence that I 
\ 

found out about thi s  case through close acquaintance's of 

Mr .  Y. Therefore the lack of confirmatory reports · does not 

prove that ··the obj ect s were smal l .  Further evidence that the 

obj ects may have been smal l may be the lack of radar reports .  

It i s  somewhat difficult t o  imagine' that the obj ects could 

have avoided ·detection by all of the radar set s  in the 

area. Of course · the · radar sets using range-gated MTI would 

not have displayed the object s  during the t ime they were 
. ' 

(apparently ) stationary as long as the -Obj ect s  were within 

the range gated distance (e . g . , Washington National Airport 

Radar , . Andrews Airport , FAA radar in Suitland , Maryland ) . 

On the other hand , outs ide the · range gated distance the 
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sets display ground clutter (moving vehicles , bui ldinqs ) 

as we l l  as obj ect s in the sky , so if the bright obj ects had 

been detected by such radar (e . g . , BW Airport ) they might 

not have been d ist inguishable from ground clutter . Also , 

if they occurred in a reqion far from normal air routes , the 

air traffic controller ( s )  upon whose rad ar screen ( s )  the 

obj ects might appear would probably ignore the obj ects 

as " ange�s " or unimportant radar tarqet s .  Only if the obj ects 

had unusually larqe radar returns or if they were in radar 

areas where they might be hazardous to normal aircraft woul d  

the air traffic control lers take special note of them • 

. Durinq the t ime when the obj ects were definitely moving 

they . coul� have been detected by the National and Andrews 

airport radars . However ,  their periods .of motion during 

arrival and departure may have had durat ions of only 

tens of se�onds .  Thus they would have made perhaps two to 

five "paint s "  on the radar set s  and then they would have 

"disappeared " . Under these conditions , when no .clear 

threat to aircraft is apparent , any air traffic control ler 

Who might have noticed the obj ects would probably have 

attributed the radar returns to anomalous propagations 

or " angels " and would have iqnored them . S ince there were no 

record s of unusua l radar · targets we can conclude that at the 
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very rn c st the obj ects were unimpress ive radar target s that 

might have beer.L detected by the rad ar but were not recognized 

as true obj ects by the radar operators . On the other hand , 

the lack of report s is also cons istent with an alternat ive 

hypothesis wh ich is that the obj ects were not radar-ref­

lective . 

F igure 1 i s  a map of the Washington . D . c .  area with the 

local area of Cheverly ,  Maryland shown as an insert . 

The map shows the pos it ions of National and Andrews 

Airport s .  BaltiMore-Washington Internat ional Airpqrt 

is about 15 miles ( 24 km) north-northeast of the upper 

corner of t�e map , · almost exact ly in line with the s ight ing 

d irection ( 21 miles �34 km . - frbm Cheverly ) . The sight ing 

direct ions to the two objects when they were apparently 

mot ionless are also shown .  

Th e  angular alt itude o f  the obj ects when hovering and 

the observer ' s  s ight ing horizon are il lustrated in Figure 2 .  

F igure 3 illustrates the approximate maximum and minimum 

diameters of the bright areas of the obj ects for various 

distances based on Mr. Y ' s statement s that the obj ect� were 

(a)  smaller than the size of an aspirin tablet at arm ' s  

length (about 20 mi llirad ians - 20 mr-. )  1 (b )  about the s ize 

of or smal ler than a pea at arm ' s length or about 10 mr . 
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and (e ) certainly bigger than the point of a penc i l  ( 1/2 

mm. ) at arm ' s  length or about 1 mr . It is important to note 

that Mr! Y. stated that the first -appearinq obj ect definitely 

shrank in apparent anqular s ize when it departed upward into 

the sky. S ince his vis ion (with glasse� ) is normal and he 

was viewinq a�ainst a bright baekqround , any obj ect with 

sufficient briqhtness contrast to be seen but of an angular 

s ize smal ler than about 0 . 3  mr . would appear to be j ust a 

"point " of light that could shrink no farther in apparent 

s ize 0 . 3  mr . is the "crit ical vis\lal angle " for bright 

dayl ight ) . The obj ect must have had an anqular size somewhat 

larger than 0 , 3  mr . durinq the t ime that it was stationary . 

This suggest s that the obj ects probably had anqular sizes 

equal to or larger than 1 mr . The diameter-distance 

relations for 1 mr .  ·and lO :mr . are qiven in F iqure 3 .  These 

are simp ly graphs of the mathematical relations D . a 0 . 00 1  x 

and D • 0 . 0 1  x ,  where D is the diameter of an obj ect , 0 . 00 1  

is 1 mr . , 0 . 01 is 10 mr. , and x is the distance from the 

observer . Fiqure 3 al so il lus�rates the height-di stance 

relation based on a 25° angular e levation whi le the obj ect s 

were apparently motionless .  

Mr .  Y .  est imated that the total siqht inq duration was 

from three to five minutes . From several conversat ions with 
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him I have concluded that the various " segment s "  of the sight ­

ing may have had the following durations , based upon � est i -

mates o f  how long it would have taken for the witnesses to 

accomplish the act ivities in the report : 

(a ) From the time · that his daughter called him until he 

was standing on his front lawn---15 seconds . 

OS) From the time when he first saw the first obj ect to 

the time when he called his wife after the second obj ect 

had appeared ---30 tor 60, seconds . 

(c)  From the time when his wife came out of the house 

to the time when she went back in to get dark glasses ---

30 to 66 seconds·. 

(d ) From the t ime she entered the house to the time when 

she returned with the glasses (during this time the second­

appearing obj ect departed with a z ig-zag motion and then the 

first appearing obj ect began its ascent )  --30 to . 60 .seconds . 

(e)  From the time when his wife again arrived outs ide 

to the time of complete disappearance of the first -appearing 

obj ect --- 5 to 10 seconds . 

· The summation of these est imated times is 110 second s (mini­

mum) to 205 seconds (maximum) or somewhere between two and 

three and one-half minutes . Thus it appears that his lower 

estimate of time is probably more correct . 
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In view of the data avai lable and of the analysis presen­

ted thus far , I wou ld like to suggest that the obj ect s 

probably were not any of the fol lowing : 

1 .  Bal loons : the overall mot ions (downward and then 

upward ) are not characterist ic of bal loons : the 

reported static' and dynamic characterist ics of the 

traj ectories a�e not cons istent with bal loons in 

gent le winds 1 the reported differential  motions 

wou ld require excessive wind shears if the obj ects 

were carried by the winds : ba lloons 

do not have dark rings 

around them : balloons are not exces sively bright 

against a bright, sky . 

2 .  Airplanes : there was no observable structure so , 

i f  planes , they must .have been far away , in which 

case they would have appeared to move s lowly 1 p lanes 

typically travel horizontally :  planes do not execute 

rapid z ig-zag maneuvers : planes do - not have dark rings 

ar�nd them. 

3 .  Helicopters : s ince there was no observable structure 

they must have been d ist ant J· the only way that they 

could have appeared exces sively bright would have - · 

been if optimal solar reflect ions (glint s )  had . 
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occurred--- however ,  such glint s  are not generally 

maintained at constant intens ity over the large 

variations in sighting angles ( nearly overhead to 

2 5° altitude ) r  helicopters can trave l vertically ,  

but at distances large enough for the helicopters 

to be unresolved by the observers , 2 - · 3 miles ( 3 . -

5 km) , the anqular rates of climb during the depar� 

ture ( abeut 60° in 10 seconds for· an average anqular 

velocity of about:· 6°/sec . ) would have implied speeds 

impossible .for a helicopter ( 6°/sec . tanqential · 

velocity an c L  a distance of 10 , 000 feet corresponds 

to a climb velicity of about 1050 ft/sec or about 

717 miles/hr · or 1 1 5 3  km/hr ) :  helicopters do not 

have rings around them ( note : the rotating bl ades 

migh� look l ike a circular rinq , but only when the 

helicopte� was v�ewed from directly below-�-or above . )  

4 .  Birds : birds could meet the requirements of being 

sma l l  and close , undetected by radar , and not repor­

ted by pilots . but they would not have a constant 

bright ness because of . the flappinq of the wings , 

and , in any case , would not be referred to as ''the 

brightest thinq I have ever seen. in the daytime 

sky except the sun .. r soaring birds would not flap 

52 



tl1eir winqs , but neither �u ld they remain apparen- · 

t ly motionless for a minute or more : a bird that 

was far enouqh away to be unresolved visually by 

the witnesses could not fly fast enouqh to pro­

duce the angular rates of motion reported by the 

witnesses : birds do not have dark rinqs around 

themselves . 

5 .  Kites : typical kite motions are up and then , down , 

not down and then up :kites do not have dark rinqs 

around them : kites are not excess ively briqht . 

6 .  Aircraft Vorticies : the suqqestion that the briqht 

obj ect s  might have been remnants of aircraft 

vorticies was made by P . J .  Klass , despite the fact 

that such vorticies , Which are horizontal circula­

tions of .the air - "horizontal hurricane s "  produced 

by passing aircraft - are normal ly invistble1 even 

near airports . Under laboratory conditions these 

- horizontal eylinders of revolving air can be made 

•visible " by the i njection of dye or fog into the 

· circulatinq air .  Under unusual circumstances the 

- vapor contrail of a high-flyin;r aircraft may make 

the ·. vorticies of ·which "there are always two with 

each one centered on a winqtip , appear to be 
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visible . At the suggestion of Mr .  Klas£ I obtained 

in late 1977 copies of photos of vorticies made 

vis ible by a condensat ion trail at high alt itude 

( 3 1 , 000 feet - 9450 m .  ) • These phot oe were ob�· 

tained by the Royal Aircraft Establishment in 

1976 . The vort icies natural ly appeared no brighter 

than the condensation trai l s .  Although the vorticies 

do eventua lly ,  after several minutes , tend to break 

up , they do not produce individual bright round 

regions of vapor that could be described as "the 

brightest things I have seen in the daytime sky 

except the sun ... • Tlie dynamica l a_spects of such 

vorticies have been stud ied . They have been found 

to move slowly downward unt i l  they either dis­

s ipate or reach the ground . They have not been 

reported to accelerate upwards ,  as the bright ob­

j ects app�rently did .  TOe final · arqnment against 

such v6rticies· giving rise to - this report is that 

they are not encirc�ed by dark rings . 

tne�obj ect s from being identified as certain ord inary pheno­

mena , two other characterist ics , which ��re ·�ointed out by 
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Mr .  Klass , are of inte_rest . F irst , Mr .  Y. sp-ecifically poin­

ted out that the apparent brightnesses of the obj ects were 

eon�t � nt �  Howev@r. . if th@ obj @ct surfaces were made of 

reflective material and were curved (e . g . , spherical ) one 

wou ld expect that at some period of time during the descent 

and at some period of time during the departure of ·the 

first -appeatinq object the witness would have ·not iced a 

brightness increase .caused by a <Jlint ( an opt imal reflec·­

tion of the sun) . S ince no such increase was noted one 

could argue that the obj ect s we�e basical ly non-reflective 

and therefore l)erhaps not metallic .  However , to have been 

extraord inarily bright in appearance over a wide range of 

viewing angles the obj ects must have been self-luminous 

whether or not they were reflective . This se lf-luminosity 

may have been sufficient ly great , and their surfaces 

sufficient ly non-reflective so that a ql lnt. would .have 

eaused only a sl ight increase in the apparent brightness . 

and such a smal l  increase would not have been not iced . 

· The· second int-erest inq · feature of the siqhtinq that 

was pointed out by Mr .  Klass is the absence of . any noise 

despite the apparent ly· great speeds of the · objects . In 

particYlar , 6urinq the departure of the first-appearing 

obj ect an· ave�age angular rate of speed of 60/sec . or more 
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may have been achieved . If one assumes that this was a 

vert ical rise from some altitude one can estimate the 

correspond ing vertical velocity . If  we assume the obj ect was 

one mile (1 . 6  km) away when stat ionary ( it would then have 

been between 5 ft and 50 ft in diameter depending upon' 

it s actual angular size probably c loser to 5 ft or 

1 . 5  m .  in d iameter ) at an angular altit�de of 2 5° , and 

we assume that .it "disappeared " into the blue sky at an 

angular alt itude of 8 5° about ten second s after it 

started to rise , and we as sume it acce lerated in such 

a fashion that it maintained a constant angular ve locity , 

we can est imate that during the first second its alt itude 

above the earth increased from 2462 ft . to 3 17 2  ft 

0 corresponding to a 6 increase in angular alt itude . The 

average velocity during this interval would have been 

7 1 0 ft/sec ( 2 1.6  m/sec) or 484 miles/hr . (779 km/hr ) . 

During the next seco�d it wou ld have r�sen from a 3 1° 

angular alt itude to 3 7° , corresponding to a height increase 

of 3 979-3 172 . = 807 ft , with an average velocity of 

807 ft/sec . ( 246 m/sec ) or 5 50 miles/hr 885 km. /hr) 

during the one second interval . During the fol lowing seconds _ 

its average velocity would have increased as fol lows : 

3 rd sec .  -94 5 ft/sec 7 4th sec .  -1 1 50 ft . /sec : sth sec . -
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1466 ft/sec . : 6th sec . - 1 98 5  ft/sec . ,  etc . The main point 

about this calculat ion is that by the end of the 4th s�cond 

the obj ect would have been exceed inq the speed of sound 

( about · l lOO ft/sec or 3 3 2  m/sec in the lower atmosphere ) .  

One would expect that some· so:rt o f "  sonic bQom " · would be 

heard if the shock wave qenerated by such a fast movinq 

obj ect trave lled toward a listener . The shockwave that . miqht 

have been qenerated during the departure of either obj ect 

would have trave lled upward and thus would not have been 

heard . However ,  whe n  the obj ects first appeared they 

travel led downward and thus any shock waves should have 

been heard by listeners on the ground if they were close 

enouqh . The absence of any reported noise durinq tne 

arrivals of the obj ects may be evidence that the ob jects 

themselves do _not generate such shock waves even when 

travel ling at hiqh speed s  through our atmosphere . Such a 

lack of shock waves seems to be characteristic of many 

reports of rapidly travelling UFOs • However, the lack 

of shock wave noise in �this case may also have been due to 

l(Jwer �·speeds during the de scents of the obj ect s or to 

the production of very weak shocks (because of the (as8Umed ) 

smal l  sizes of the obj ects ) that were not noticed by the 

witnesses . 
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IV .  DISCUSS ION . 

It is disappointinq to realize that , whereas it is 

possible to make arguments about what the "obj ect s "  were 

not , it does not seem to be pos sible to construct any 

convincinq arquement s  about what the obj ects may have been 

based on the avail able observat ional data . 

FIGURE 1 :  �p OP 
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FIGURE 2 :  The .Observer ' s Horizon 
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Anqul a� Elevation of Obj ects 
When Stationary 

59 



PI
GUR

B 
)

I 
4

0
 

S
I

Z
E

 A
ltD

 H
E

I
G

HT
 

R
E

L
A

T
I

O
N

S
H

rP
S

 
/D

i
a

m
e

t
e

r
 

i
t

 
I t:l s 

en
 

Cl) 
� 

0
 

&i 
..

 

tl 
p; H

 
:a: 

2
0

 
2

 
t"t 

'-
H

e
ig

h
t

 
� 

..
 

(2
!)

0
 

e
l

e
v

a
t

i
o

n
) 

ffi 
> 

�-
tl 

gJ 
� 

(l
l 

H
 

1
0

 
D

i
a

m
e

t
e

r
 

i
t

 
Q 

0
 .

0
0

1
· · 

r
a

d
i

a
n

s
 

� 
�

 I:
 

I 
�

 
1

 
2

 
3 

D
I

S
T

A
N

C
E

, 
K

I
L

OM
ET

ER
S

 



APPENDIX A 

Personal Account of Mr. Y .  written JUly 2 9 ,  197 5  

On 2 7  J'tlly · 1 97 5 at about
. 

1 2 : 15 P .M. · I was sittinq on 

my front porch reading a newspaper .  My eight year old 

daughter was also present . Suddenly she saw an object 

descendinq in the sky and shouted to me to look up as 

she pointed in the direction of the obj ect . Dmmediately 

I responded and when I lobked up into the sky I saw what 

appeared to be a very bright l ight . It was descendinq in a 

very smooth and fluid motion similar to that . of an obj ect 

dropped by parachute. I was at once fascinated at this 

sight and began to observe the obj ect with great interest . 

The sky was clear and the obj ect was clearly vis ible against 

the field of b lue sky . The bri lliance of this obj ect re• ·  

mained constant and in a few- moments the obj ect appeared to 

remain sti l l  in the sky . As my eyes were fixed on this 

obj ect , I was surprised and puzz led when I looked to the 

left of it and saw another obj ect ident ical to the first . 

Both obj ects appeared to be parallel to each other ,  and 

they seemed to remain in a stable pos ition for a few moment s .  

The second obj ect suddenly ascended i n  what appeared t o  be 

a left -to-right , right-to-left mot ion and then assumed a more 

direct vertical ascent and disappeared from s i9ht in a few 

61 



moment s .  Almost s imultaneous ly . the first obj ect began to 

ascend upward into the sky , and I watched it unt i l  it too 

disappeared from sight . 

I have witnessed rockets being launched into space at 

Cape Canaveral and have observed these types of vehicles in · 

the sky . I also have experience and famil iarity with nany 

type s  of mi litary and commercial aircraft as we ll as bal­

loons of different variet ies . I must state that these obj ect s 

did not appear as any of the above . M¥ immediate react ion 

after seeing these obj ects was one of puz z lement which 

basical ly stemmed from their brightnes s  in the sky and· the ir 

motion and speed . When the two obj ect s appeared to be paral­

lel to one another it seemed that a very fine circle as if 

sketched with a pencil or pen encdmpas sed each obj ect . I 

was not aware of thi s  until I observed the obj ects more 

close ly whi le they remained in what appeared to be a stab le 

position. 

This sighting was witnes sed by three persons --my 

daughter , my wife , and myse l f .  

Please keep my n ame  confidential . 

(Note : name on file with NICAP , MUFON, and CUFOS . )  
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PIGURB A - 1 

' SKY : CLE � R  
' BLUE 

' PATTER N 
' OF 

, DES CENT 

I PATTER N 

1 OF 

W DESCENT 

OB JECT 
# 2 

� @ 
OBJECT # 1 

NORTH 

OBSERVER ' S  
LOCAT I ON 

Number of wi tne s s e s :  3 
Wea ther : Cl ear a nd s��y 
Viaibil'- ty:. . ·Excell e nt 
Dat e  or s ight i ng : 27 July 1975 
Pl a c e : T own of Cheverly . Maryl and 
T ime : About 12 : 15 P . M .  

( c opy of figure drawn 
by Mr . Y . ) 
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Time 
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view 
about 7 @ se conds 

OBJBCT # l OBJECT # 1 

COLOR CJP OBJECTS : Brilli ant bright white 
light • Appeared to be a solid gl owing 
ob j ect . 

( copy or figure Brawn by Mr . Y) 
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· ·APPENDIX 8 

Evaluation of the Witnes ses by This Investiqator : 

Mr. Y. took a very empirical approach to his 

siqhtinq in that he emphas ized the observational data 

involved but did not theorize 6n what could have caused 

the observat ions . The test imonies of his wife and dauqhter 

were not as detailed as his ,  and , therefore , the evaluation 

wil l  be of Mr. Y. alone . However , the te stimonies of his·  

wife and dauqhter are tmpo�ant in that they support and 

do not conflict with his testimo.ny . 

Mr .  Y. works in the publications division of the Naval · 

Surface Weapons Canter. In JUne 197 5  he was awarded a cer­

tificate of merit by the !)apartment of the Navy for hi s work . 

When I visited his home it appeared neat , clean ,  arid nicely 

furnished in a modern style .  As mentioned above , he was very 

unwill inq to speculate about what he miqht have seen. 

However ,  he was nevertheless convinced of what he had not 

seen {bird , plane , Superman, etc . ) .  After finishinq our 

discussion of hi s report , our conversation turned to such 

topic s as OFOs in qeneral , re ligion , cosm6loqy ,  etc . It 

turned out that he is quite .we l l  read and has eve� done 
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some trans lations of ancient re liqious writinqs . He · claimed 

that he is a "philosopher "  and not a confirmed skept ic 

about unusual phenomena . In other words , on the UFO 

situation in particular , he was �ot aqainst the poss ibility , 

or even the probability ,  that UFO report s represent true 

anecdotal data about actual happeninqs . However ,  aqain 

takinq a. more empirical than theoretical approach . he was 

unwil l inq to commit himse lf to any part icular exp lanation 

for such reports .  Rather ,  as a "philosopher " ,  he was wil l ing 

to admit as possible explanations �raterrestrial 

visitation , time travel ling , psychic phenome na ,  etc . My 
gues s  is that he was unwil l inq to be lieve that all UFO 

reports co�ld be explained away as misidentifications , 

psychological effect s , or hoaxe s .  I qot the impression · that 

he had read at least several articles on UFOs and perhaps 

had more than just a p�ss inq interest , but he certainly had 

' not studied the subj ect with any fervor . As for his own 

report , he was wil ling to let the obj ect s be classified as 

•UFos " as lonq as they. could not be explained , but he would 

have " been wil l inq to accept any reasonable explanation for 

them ( i . e . , he was not committed to the hypothesis that the· 

obj ects could not be explained in mundane terms ) . 

In conclus ion, I find it hiqly unlike ly that this 
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witness (and his family ) would have made up this siqhtinq 

as a hoax or to convince someone that UFOs exist , or that 

this witness (and his fami ly) suffered from some sort of 

delusion or hallucination . Rather ,  it appears that the witness 

has presented an accurate history of an occurrance without 

modifyinq that history in any way by any biases he may have 

about such unusual 9ccurrances .  
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DRAMATIC CHASE IN SPAIN 
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ABSTRACT 

© EDITECS 1 9 79 

A family of five , returning home at night by back roads , was followed· 

by a bright light which chased the car persistently over a distance 

of about 40 Km for almost one hour . 

When approaching the village of Cheste (near Valencia , Spain) , the UFO , 

now at close range , moved ahead and above the car , and extended legs . 

The incident was terminated by the approach of another vehicle , moving 

in the opposite direction on that usually deserted road . One of the 

witnesses (age 15) was violently ill during the incident , and indisposed 

for some time afterwards . Damage to the battery of the automobile was 

attributed to the incident,  and it had to be replaced the· following day . 

(1) Professor of Physics , Department of Astronomy-Physics , Lycoming 
College,  Williamsport , Pa , U . S .A . , 1 770 1 . 

(2) Licenciado en Ciencias F!sicas . Address :  Dr . Vila Barber4 18 , 10 , 
Valencia 7 ,  Spain . 

· 

( 3) Ingeniero TEc·nico Industrial , Diplomado en programaci6n IBM. 
Address :  Guardia Civil #9 , D- 16 , Valencia 10 , Spain . 
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Fig . 2  

Fig . 3  

Fig . 4  

Fig . S  
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Fig . 8  

I NTRODUCT I ON 

Battery failure 

Chase of car by UFO 

Close encounter of the first kind 

Electromagnetic effects 

Multipl6 witnesses 

Physiological effects 

**** 

L I ST OF F I GU R E S  

Map showing the location of the sighting , 
near Valencia, Spain . 

View of the area . 

View of the area . 

Mr .  and Mrs . S erena . 

Carmen Serena , age 15 . 

Antonia (age 10) and Paquita (age 9) . 

Carmen ' s  drawing . 

Antonia ' s  drawing . 

**** 

We first heard about the incident approximately six weeks after its 

occurrence ,  and the initial contact with the witnesses by two of us (WS and 

MG) did not take place until a few additional weeks had elapsed . In sp ite 

of thi's , as is the usual case for this kind of event , the participants 

retained vivid mental images and clear memories of the details of the experi-

ence. 
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The credibility of the information is considered to be enhanced by the 

fact that a whole family was involved in a lengthy observation of a UFO char­

acterized by three fun4amental elements : 

i) the directionality of the phenomenon, as the UFO was apparently 

vectored toward the car in which the witnesses were traveling , 

ii) the presence of electromagnetic effects that affected the ignition as 

well as the headlights of the vehicle , 

iii) physiological effects appearing during and after the incident in at 

least one of the young girls . 

This report represen ts the final distillation of the/information gathered 

by the investigators in several meetings with the particip�nts , information 

that was duly recorded on magnetic tape and meticulously evaluated in the 

light of present-day knowledge of the UFO phenomenon . The overall impression 

is that we have here a genuine close encounter of the firs t .  kind ; and that in 

relating their impressions , the witnesses were truthful and coherent , as no 

internal inconsistencies were detected . 

*** 

THE W I TN E S S E S  

T h e  evaluation o f  an important UFO case like the one related here demands , 

as a necessary step ,  the assessment of the witnesses in order to j udge their 

credibility . The field investigator usually finds , contrary to the beliefs of 

armchair inves tigators , that UFO witnesses do not belong to a particular sub­

group of the population ; neither are they characterized by their proclivity to 

fantasies , mystification& or hallucinations . On the contrary , they tend to be 

average persons , showing no outstanding features that would j us tify calling 

them anything but normal . 

The participants in this incident are no exception . We have a blue-collar 

family of modest ,  but not humble, means , and with only elementary education . 

The father , Mr .  Antonio Serena (see Fig . 4) , is about forty-five years old and 

is a bus driver on the suburban line that services the route BuAol-Valencia . 

His wife,  Mrs .  Francisca Castellanos (Fig . 4) , is fortyish and a typical house­

wife.  Born in Andalucia, she has the typical loquacity of her place of birth , 

to the extent that she dominated the conversation that we had with the couple . 
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There are three daughters : Carmen , age fifteen (Fig . S) ,  works in a textile 

factory where she is in charge of operating machinery ; Antonia , age ten ,  and 

Paquita, age nine (Fig . 6) , attend elementary school . The family resides in the 

village of Chiva , Province of Valencia , Spain . 

The actual interrogation was carried out in this order : we first discussed 

the incident with the parents , and then the oldest daughter was brought into 

the room and questioned . The parents , although present , did not interfere or 

prompt the replies in any way . Later the two younger girls returned from school 

and were also ques tioned separately , although in the presence of the parents .  

All along , the impression o f  the investigators was that the replies were both 

spontaneous and quite honest ,  an impression that was fortified as the added 

details fell into place and made the whole s tory self-contained and pl•usible . 

We determined that the family ' s  previous knowledge of the UFO topic was 

minimal ; in fact , reduced to whatever could be obtained from casual reading of 

illustrated magazines . The parents firmly s tated their previous lack of 

belief in "those things ". The witnesses could not recall, the exact date of the 

incident , but were able to bring forth .details of the program being broadcast  

that night by Spanish television, namely , the appearance of the singer Lola 

Flores on the popular show Esta noche • • •  Fiesta .  By referring to the listing of 

TV programs provided by Teleprograma , we were able to determine the date of 

the sighting with certainty . 

THE I NC I DENT 

The· sighting took pla� on �he night of Tuesday , February 22 , 1 9 7 7 . The 

weather was good and the sky clear . On that date , the Serenas had accepted an 

invitation to spend the afternoon and have dinner with friends in the locality 

of Villar del Arzobispo ; and driving a SEAT 1 4 30 , they arrived at their friends ' 

house about three o ' clock in the afternoon . About nine thirty in the evening they 

decided to start the return trip, with the idea in mind of being home before 

the time of the TV program indicated Jbove . 

Villar del Arzobispo 1 is located northeast of Chiva , about 40 Km along the 

regional highway . There is another route ,  perhaps shorter , folldwing secondary 

roads , but the decreased dis tance does not compensate for the fact that those 
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secondary roads are not well kept . This consideration , plus the fact that it 

was already nigh t ,  was decisive in determining that Mr . Serena , a professional 
driver, opted for the ro•te through Casinos , then taking the regional highway 
through Liria . 

The three daughters were on the back seat and rather sleepy , as Carmen , the 

eldest ,  usually gets up at tive � ' clock in the morning to go to work at the tex­
tile factory . Shortly after the beginning of the tri� , the attention of the 

mother was directed toward a light in the sky , which she pointed out to her 
husband . Their first thought was ·that they were observing a plane , but they 
soon realized this assumption was not satisfactory , since/the light had a white 
color and was too intense compared to the normal navigation lights of planes . 

One of the young girls demanded to know what it was ; and the father ; in order 

not to alarm them, replied : "It is the evening star. " However , this was not the 
opinion of the parents . 

It must be pointed out , though , that on that date Venus was approaching its 

·maximum brilliancy (on March 1St) and had a setting time of about 9 : 30 PM. In 

view of the subsequent developments , we do not believe that the obj ect observed 
by _ the Serenas was actually the planet Venus ; and besides , the timetable does not 

· allow for it . As is well known , dinner in Spain is served rather late , and consid­

ering that the trip was started afte� dinner , the estimated time of departure was 
very possibly in error . Most certainly , it was approaching 10 PM when th� Serenas 

started the return home , and even if it was 9 : 30 ,  Venus was already setting and 
could not have been observed for the next 40 or 45 minutes . In order for this to 
be true, the Serenas would have had to start the trip at about 8 : 45 PM, which in 

Spain is a time too early for even sitting down at the table.  

The uneasiness of the Serena family increased as the trip progressed and the 

light persisted . When they entered �he village of Liria� the light disappeared , 
and they felt relieved . This did not last long , for as soon as they left the urban 

(1) See map , figure 1 ,  (a) . 

{2) See map , figure 1 ,  {b) . 
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area they noted the light again , but now larger in size,  possibly indicating 

a greater proximity . While traveling the 5 � from Liria to Villamarchante 1 , 
·the Serenas acquired the conviction that the light was following them . 

On arriving at Villamarchante , Mrs . Serena begged her husband to stop 
the car at the Rural Police2 headquarters and report the incident , but Mr . 

Serena thought it better to continue the trip and get home as soon as pos­

sible.  Had he imagined what was in store for them ,  he would have proceeded 

otherwise, for it was in the kilometers between Villamarchante and Chiva3 

that the incident culminated withdramatic impac� for all the members of 
this family . 

Shortly after leaving Villamarchante the obj ect suddenly increased its 

size to show an apparent angular dimension equivalent to three full moons . 
An oval shaPe was perceived , in th� words of the wife , like an extremely 

large tray . The intensity of the light did not allow the detection of details , 
and it was so strong that it made the highway and adjacent areas quite bril­

liant . Again in the words of Mrs . Serena , it was like the lights of a hospital 
operating room. The obj ect displayed , in fac t ,  two kinds of lights :  a nondirec­

tional white one when moving away , and a yellow one , proj ected down, when it 
was nearby . The witnesses were unable to determine if there were really two 

lights,  or if it was a unique source changing ita characteristics with dis tance . 

The area where the incide�t took place is rather desolate , with cultivated 

fields and small groves , which even in the daytime when we visited the site 
showed few signs of human presence ( see Figs . 2  and 3) . One can easily imagine 

how foreboding and isolated this road might be at night . 

As the obj ect approached the car , the engine of the ve hicle started to 

fail , increasing the anxiety of the family , who were increasingly aware that· 
they were facing an unusual and potentially dangerous situation . Antonia , the 

ten-year old iirl , sitting next to the left window on the back seat , was the . 

first to notice that the t.Ulighta of the car were not vis ible , either because 
they had ceased to operate , or because they were masked by the high intensity 

(1) See location in map , Fig . l ,  · (c) 
(2) Guardia Civil 
( 3) See position in map , Fig . l ,  (d) . 



light produced by the obj ect . The same thing applied to the headlights . The 

obj ect ,  which until this point had maintained a pos ition to the right of the 

vehicle, started now to cross over the . road , repeatedly changing from right 

to left and from lef t  to righ t .  Those crossinss above the vehicle affected the 

functioning of the car ; and in the words of Mr . S erena , the car seemed to drag 

on the ground as the light drained the battery l . At a given moment during this 

s tage of the incident,  Mrs . Serena lowered her window ( frott right) , but felt 

such a fear that she had to close it  immediately . 

The three girls were by now frantic , feeling physically ill and crying . 

They shouted to their father : "Daddy� it is coming ! "� "Daddy� it is going to 

get usr: · 2 prompting him to increase the speed of the car . But it was in vain , 

as the car did not respond ; and in the section of the regional highway between 

markers 81 Km and 83 Km, the obj ect overtook the car on its right . Mr . Serena ' s  

concern was directed toward reaching a nearby curve (Fig . 2) , preceding an 

upgrade which would place them in sight of Cheste (Fig . l , arrow) . Before this 

could be achieved , the obj ect interposed itself between the · car and the curve , 

decreasing its altitude rapidly and extending landing gear from its lower part . 

According to Carmen and Antonia , there were three legs , while Mrs . S erena claims 

there were only two .  This detail was not perceived by Mr . Serena , concentrating 

on his driving , or by Paquita, the youngest girl . 

As the obj ect descended , a cupola was vaguely perceived , as shown in the 

drawings depicted in Fig . 7 and Fig . 8 .  The intensity of the light was such as 

to prevent the observation of any s tructural details . However, based on the 

apparent angular s ize and an estimate of distance resulting from the crossing 

of the road from one side to the other , the longest dimension of the obj ect was 

at least 5 meters . 

(1) In Spanish: "El cochll ss pegaba al BW�lo pues la Zua se comla la batel"ta ". 

Mr. Serena expresses here his belief that the loss of power of the automobile 

was due to difficulties with the ignition; at the same time ,  the intensity of 

the headlights was impaired . It  was discovered a posteriori that the battery 

had failed . 

(2) In Spanish: ''Papd� que visne ! "� ''Papd� . qus nos coje l "  
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At this point Mr .  Serena was convinced that nothing would prevent the car 
from moving under the obj ect and. being c�ptured . This was not the case , for the 
obj ect moved up ard allowed the car to take the curve and move up the grade that 
follows this curve, perhaps due to the coincidental approach of a second car 
proceeding from Cheste , as detailed b.elow. When the car arrived at the top of 

the hill , Carmen ' s  stomacb disturbances came to a head ; and she asked her 

father to stop , for she had to vomit .  The girl intended to get out of the 

car on the right , but noticing the obj ect jus t  there , actually moved to the 

lef t  side and opened the left rear door . While doing this , Carmen heard a 

loud noise ,  resembling that of machinery , or the rumbling of a distant train . 

She nonetheless left the car and vomited on the shoulder of the road • . For one 

or two minutes the obj ect remained stationary , perhaps at seven or eight 

meters above the car , proj ecting its s trong yellow light.  At that moment a 

second automobile with a single occupant appeared , moving in the opposite 

direction. F�r a second the thought of asking for assistance was entertained , 

but before anything could be done , the second car had passed between the 

distressed Carmen and the Serenas ' vehicle s topped on the other side of the 

road . At the approach of �he second car , the UFO had moved away , but reappeared 

as soon as this car had passed .  The whole incident did not last more than a 

couple of minutes , and a total of five minutes if the time of direct persecu­

tion along the s traight part of the road is added . By now Mr .  Serena was 

extremely nervous , to the extent that he shouted to his daughter , "If you don 't 

come� I ' ll,  leave yout "l Carmen jumped into the car am the trip was contin­

ued, arriving shortly at Cheste and a little later at Chiva where they live , 

while the obj ect was seen to disappear toward the south . 

On arrivi�g home , Mr . Serena climbed· to the roof of _ the apartment house 

to verify if the obj ect was still visible , but was not able to observe anything . 

Be was not satisfied ,  and then he went out and visited a bar ( called El Canario) 

which is located at the highest point of _ the village and adjacent to National 

Highway No . 3 .  Again ,no sign of the obj ect . Altogether ,, one hour had elapsed from 

the beginning of _the incident . 

( 1) In Spanish : " 0 te vi.snes, o u quedas l "  
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ELECTROMAG N ET I C  E F FE CTS 

Several anomalous electromagnetic effects were present in this incident . 

The first is related to a small battery-operated radio , which Mr . Serena had on 

to follow the events of a football match . The quality of the rec�ption deterio­

rated rapidly until it became inau�ible , at which time the radio was turned off . 

This took place when the obj ect was still relatively far away , appearing only 

as an unusual light.  

Later , as  the approaching obj ect was really close to  the car , crossing 

over it to change from one side of the road to the other , the malfunctioning 

of the vehicle was characterized by irregular traction (j erks) and by the im­

pression that the car was sticking to the ground . At the same time , all lights 

seemed to be off . 

On the day following the incident , the car showed a definite ignition 

failure , which was ascribed to a discharged battery . Upon inspection, it was 

noticed that the cells were completely dry , in spite of Mr . Serena ' s  conscien­

tious upkeep of his car (as expected from a professional driver) . The battery 

was new, but could not be recharged by the car ' s  generator ; although later 

charged in a service station, it did not function as satisfactorily as before 

and was eventually replaced . 

*** 

PHYS I OLOG I CAL EFF ECTS 

One of the mos t  significant aspects of this incident is the physiological 

effects experienced by each one of the witnesses . All members of the family 

admit to having been extremely afraid and very nervous , fear manifes ted in the 

father by an overabundant cold sweat , and in the mother and girls by a feeling 

of extreme cold . The physiological effects were more marked in the girls and 

were characterized by upset stomachs and a general feeling of distress and 

illness .  The impact of the incident on .the youngest girl , Paquita , was such that 

when questioned by us several months after the events , her first reaction in 

evoking the image of the UFO was to start sobbing and crying . 

The mos t  affected of the three girls , however , was Carmen, the eldes t .  Not 

only was she brought to a vomiting fit during the incident , but in the days to 

79 



follow continued to feel ill . She had repeated cramps in the muscles of her 

feet , which required massage to restore normal sensitivity . MOreover , she was 

very depressed ,  suffering headaches and general malaise ,  as well as loss of 

appetite . She had to be placed under medical care and was kept in
. 

bed for several 

days . Af ter the incident , all members . of the family had sleeping problems , and the 

younger girls relived it i� their dreams . 

*** 

OTHER POS S I BLE W I TN E S S E s · 

Some fragments of the conversation� with the Serenas seem to indicate the 

possibility of the existence of some independ.ent witnesses . However , the infor­

mation elicited was so fragmentary that the localization of those presumed 

witnesses became imposs ible . Thus , we only include here for completeness the 

few details that were obtained from the Serenas . In particular ,we learned that 

Mrs . Serena had commented on the incident to a lieutenant of the Rural Police , 

known to her on a friendship basis . This man , whose first name seems to be Adolfo , 

indicated that on the sa� night he and two of his subalterns had observed a lu­

minous phenomenon at a location near the village of Chiva . A druggist who has 

since lef t the area apparently also had made an observation from a place named 

VistaAlegre,  which is , relative to Chiva, in the direction of approach of the 

obj ect we are concerned here . 

*** 

D I SCUS S I ON AND CONCLUS I ON S  

T h e  characteristics o f  this sighting are such that the conventional ex­

planationa usually expounded to cast UFOe into the realm of natural occurrences 

must fail . There is no alternative but to consider the incident as totally false 

or totally true. We have concluded the latter to be the case , based on the 

following considerations : 

i) The Serenae are a typical lower middle class family , of limited educa­

tion. It is very unlikely that they would _ have the motivation or the p�rsistence 

to fabricate and rehearse a complex yarn , particularly when they could not expect 

any financial gain, and in fact , they could not even be sure
' 

that their story 
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would be investigated . 

ii) Af ter talking several hours with the diff erent members of the family , 

we cannot believe that they have the capacity for forging a s elf-consistent story 

and delivering it under the pressure of the interrogation at an unexpected moment 

while reflec ting the appropriate emotions and sounding totally hon�s t .  

iii) Moreover , them is an important circumstance that leads the inves tigators 

to rule out the possib ility of a fabrication . The interrogation , which was re-

I corded totally on magnetic tape , was started wi th th� vers ion presented by the 

parents . Instead of delivering a coherent , well ordered and detailed chain of 

events , the Serenas rumbled through a rather disorganized and disj ointed narrative , 

in which the chronology and the geographical location of the eve�ts were mixed . 

This is , of course ,  to be expected , in view of the social status and educa­

tional background of the witnesses , who in reliving the episode got excited 

and attempted to inform the inves tigators o f  the details as they came to 

their minds , not necessarily in an orderly fashion . In fact , the investigators 

had difficul�y in reconstructing the chain of events until they traveled the 

route followed by the Serenas on the night o f  the inciden t .  However , later 

replays of the tapes showed that --although no t presented in order-- all the 

details fit neatly into place . This enhances the truthfulness of the Serenas , 

as a fabricated story would have been presented almost of necessity in an or­

derly · manner and would have been impossible to scramble,  as the Serenas did , 

without introducing fatal discrepancies and inconsistencies easy to detect . 

Nothing of the kind occurred here , and hours of lis tening to the tapes revealed 

only the small discrepancies of detail (as for example , the number of legs) to 

be expected due to the imperfec tions o f  the memory or to the dis tinct percep­

tions of f�ve different persons . On the other hand , a ,prepared vers ion would 

have been totally free of discrepancies . 

iv) The investigators were particularly impressed by an incident already 

mentioned . The youngest daugh�er (Paquita) was the las t one to return home 

from school ,  having no inkling that the inves tigators were in the house at 

that time . When informed of the purpos e  of our visit , and directly asked 

about the UFO incident , now many weeks in the past , the girl ' s  f ear was 

dramatically revived , and she instantly burst into tears . This very realis tic 

reaction on her par t ,  in the opinion o f  the inves tigators , virtually · elimi­

nates the possibility of a conspiracy to ·deceive by part of this family , as 
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the girl was only nine years old at the ttme ,  and her · behavior in front of 

the investigators was quite spontaneous . 

v) Further research into the psychological profiles of the witnesses , 

although perhaps �esirable , is beyond the profess ional competence of the 

investigators , and would add , in our opinion , very lit tle to the credibility 

of the case . There is no doubt in our minds that the percipients are 

telling the truth , within tharcultural and educational limitations . 

To conclude , we want· to emphasize two aspec ts of the sighting : 

( 1) the vectoring of the UFO toward this particular automobile , through 

a distance of many kilometers and a time interval of about one hour , 

(2) the deliberate behavior of the UFO , particularly when moving away upon 

the approach of the second car , points to an intelligent control . 

Thus , the evidence seems sufficient for this case to be included under 

the label UNEXPLAZN£0. 

**** 
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F ig . 7  Draw ing executed by Carmen 

Fig . 8  Drawing executed by Antonia 



F ig . 4 .  

F ig . S  

F i g . 6  

Mr and Mrs Serena 

Carmen Serena , age 1 5  
Antonia (age 10) and Paquita ( age 9) 



Fig . 2  and F i g . 3 .  Two v i ews of the area 



Fie .  1 .  Map ahovinc the loca t i on o£ the ai shtinc near 
Vale�ci a ,  Spain . The arrow i.ndi �ates the point of 
clos e s t  approa ch ( fi «Urea 2 and ) ) , near ' che a te . 
Scale i s  1 : 50 , 000 . Lam�ert pro je c t i on . ( Prepared lty 
A .  Moya ) .  
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Abstrac t 

Masses of UPO experiences were reported at Austria in 
the 1 954/55 period 99 of which have remained unidenti­
fied . The hard core of the material consists of 
gendarmerie/police report s collected b,y the Aus trian 
government and for the first time released to Er.nst 
Berger in 1 973 . 28 case histories ,  the most inter­
esting part of the material , are presented in detail . 
BJ means of a full statistical analysis methodically 
equal to· au earlier stucq· by BERGER on 1 972-77 
Austrian report patterns structures of . the 1 954/5 5 
flap are extracted and .compared with results of . 

V .ALLEB , BERGER and others . 

Key words : Austria a UPO patterns ; 1 954 •global w.ave" 1 
Austrian 1 954/5 5 flap ; gendarmerie/police 
reports ; time of d&J J duration ; shapes ; 
colors ; motion 1 dusk/dawn peaks ; time 
coincidences 1 Ul'O mountain affinity ; 
fyrol d&Jlight bloc ; BY.NE:t clas sification ; 

· Austrian 1 972-77 data. 
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INTRODUCTION 

" • • •  the lis t of reports we have giv.en suggests that a 
little re s earch would discover a similar density of 
sightings in a:ny European country . . .. , 

was assumed under �The global wave of 1 954" by VALLEE ( 7) . 
His assumption is true with regard to Aus trian s ightings . 
Four fragmentary 'reports known internationally through 
publications of HALL ( 5 ) , MICBEL ( 6 ) and VALLEE ( 7 ) . are 
not representative for the interval July 1 954 to February 
1 955  which was Austria ' a "classical"  'period with a wealth 
of data on record . 
For an Austrian researcher , it was high priority work to 
analyze the 1 954/5 5  cases as thi·a has never been att empted 
before . The analysis follows the same scientific guideline s 
which were used for the evaluation of Austrian data from 
1 972 to 1 977 by BERGER { 2 )  and is pre sented in analogue 
systematic form. 

MATERIAL AND METHODS 

CREIGHTON { 4 )  has described the interesting case of Juan 
Jos6 Benitez who was handed a 78 page folio on _ 1 2 case s 
investigated by ' the Spanish Government on Oct ober 20 , 1 97 6 .  
This i s  rated a s  kind o f  an unprecedented event . 

However , precedented it was . On July 26 , 1 973 ,  Ernst 
Berger had an extended discussion with a high Austrian 
g9vernment official MUFON-Austria promised not to identify 
in. this context . The . .  result of this contact was a , pack of 
· 1 1 1  case reports , approximately 200 . pages ,  on the 1 954/5 5  
UFO observations over Austrian territory that had be en 
carefully monitored by Austrian gendarmerie and police 
authorities . Ernst Berger was officially authorized to 
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use the material ( 1 . ) - without name s of active officials -
for a scientific analysis . Due to other time-consuming 
MUPON-Austria . ao �ivities ( e .g .  the Traunstein flap) it was 
not possible to evaluate the material s tatistically before 
1 977 . Meanwhile ,  by oare1"u1 searches through Austrian 
newspapers of the 1

.
954/55  period , the silhouette of an 

impressive flap has come to ligbt and we are in a position 
now to provide the scientific community with the first 
in-depth review of the " Aus trian share " so long i"orgotten. 
A total of 99 reports , 9.6 from the flap period , has re­
mained unidentified and the 28 most  interes ting of them 
are presented in detail together with s ame comments on 
official and press reactions . 
All times given in the reports are Central European Time 
( CET ) , which is Greenwich Mean T ime ( GMT , Z )  pl� one hour . 
A 24-hour classification s cheme has been used instead of 
A.M. and P .M . , thus e .g .  0345 may be converted tnto 3 : 45 
A.M. by the reader. All Italics are of the author . 
For a better understanding of the geogr�phioal context , 
see the map oi" We stern Aus tria ( F igure 1 )  as well as the 
photograph and panoramic views . 

28 selected oases and comments 

In summer 1 954 , less  than 10 years after the end of World 
War I I ,  Austria was occupied Allied territory . Northern 
Tyrol and Vorarlberg were under French,  Salzburg and most 
of Upper Austria under American ,  Styria , Carinthia and 
Eastern Tyrol under British and Lower as well as parts of 
Upper Austria and Burgenland under Russian military control . 
The capital Vienna had been divided into Allied sectors 
s imilarly and the "i"our in a jeep"  patrol oars of the 
occupation army were still active . Austria remained occupied 
until 1 955 , when the . Austrian . State Treaty was signed on 
May ' 1 5 and the last foreign so1dier lef t  on October 25 . 
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Austria was not allowed to conduct any c ivil or military 
air operations during the occupation years . 
It has to be added that Austria ' s  police forces were ( and 
still are ) divided into municipal and rural police .  As in 
Prance ,  the lat ter is called gendarmerie . 

The very first report of 1 954/55 appeared in the paper 
"Weltpres se "  of MaT 3 ,  1 954 : 
" As  the gend�erie Boat Andorf bei Sch�ding ( Upper 

Austria , 48 22 ' N  13 5 5 ' E  -EB )  did not announce before 
now , on April 28 two inhabitants reported to have s een 
a comet-like body flying s outheast-west at .1 200 .  The 
"comet"  had the appearance of a luminous globe with a 
radial tail . The observers allegedly heard a faint 
metallic tinkling in the air . About 1 0  minutes later an 
aircraft appeared from the same direc�ion, again in 
great -altitude , which flew a loop then continued to the 
northwest . From the plane three bodies ,  probably balloons , 
detached theirselves and hovered in mid-air . Similar 
observations • • •  were not forthcoming so far . "  

On May 1 4 ,  the Aus trian Pres s  Agency ( APA) correspondent 
at Iaagenfurt , Carinthia , s ent out a teletyped message : 
aFive persons including two children said they had seen 
on Konday evening (May 1 0 ,  1 954 -EB ) about 20 minutes 
pas t eigth while standing at the s outhern end of Hollen­
b�g bridgS ( over river Drau south of Klagenfurt , 
46 3 2 ' N  1 4  1 6 ' E -EB) three d a r k, round discs approa­
ching fram the direction of W�rther Lake flying extremely 
rapid and in wedge formation to the southeast behind 
Mt . Singerberg ( 1 589 m -EB) . The discs allegedly expelled 
fire and thus were easy to be seen in the nearly cloud­
les s  twilight sky . From the fire garbs fiery drops fell 
do�. The phenomenon happened totally s oundless and was 
observable for 1 0  seconds . It has been declared by the 
adults that it was by no means a meteor . " 

Pirst censorship activities · set in - the conservative 
Vienna paper "Press e "  omitted nothing from the wire report 
except that the discs were dark and soundless . 

Other scattered reports followed in May , July �d August 
1 954 . After July 25 , 1 954 , the sightings followed almost 
weekly , after August 31 almost  daily . We have arbitrarily 
chosen July 2 5  as the onset of the flap . This was over a 
month before the flap grew s trong in France · and therefore 
not a contagion effe

_
c t .  Until the end of August ,  cases  
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from 6 of the 9 Federal Province s  were forthcoming . 
Three showed marked trajectory discontinuities which was 
also a characteristic of the first _ high quality flap case 
circulated by Dornbirn reporter Josef Mattner via teletype 
on September 1 under the headline "Headmaster watches 
flying saucers11 ( see  Fig. 2 ) : 
" Professor Friederike EdelmUller , pensioned Vienna head­
�·master whg has besn living at Andelsbuch in the . Bregenzer 
Woods ( 47 25 ' N  09 54 ' E  -EB) for years and is described as 
a sober and obj ective person, observed on AU6ust ;1 at 
about 2200 a pale reddish disc to the south { or rather 
SW -EB )  over Mt .Hangspitze ( 1 746 m -EB ) . She stood on the 
balcony of her Andelsbuch home and first thought - Profes­
s or EdelmUller is familiar with the stars - she had dis­
covered a comet • • •  She fetched her field glass and noticed 
to her astonishment that the disc consisted of six indivi­
dual discs which shone bluish at their edges . Profes sor 
EdelmUller began to �hink of "flying saucers " then. She 
stayed where she was and could see that the discs came down 
from a considerable altitude maintaining an u-shaped 
flight formation. Such, they flew several great circles 
in the night sky then disappeared into it vertically . 
Professor EdelmUller claims to have seen the· · saucers for 
25 minutes • • •  " 

In a press article of "Vorarlberger Nachrichten" a day later 
the witness  estimated the discs ' he ight as about 4000 meters 
and also stated they moved regularly and steadily as if 
under remote control . 

" Saucer observation ove r. Lingenau" was the title of a 
"Vorarlberger Nachrichten" re port on September a ,  1 954 : 
" • • •  Customs officer Werner. Dtinser from Hittisau and 
Miss Brunhilde Fehr were riding on a motorcycle from 
Hittis au to Lingenau ( 4  km NNE of Andelsbuch -EB )  on 
September ; .  Pas sing the iml "Hirschen" at 2025 he saw 
a reddish,  slightly vibrating dis c  in the sky • • •  and 
po inted the "flying saucer" out to his companion. He 
stopped the cycle � they watched . They had seen the 
dis c ,  which resembled a radiant discus , from their point 
of view left of Mt � Schwarzenberg ( to the SW -EB ) at 1 000-
1 500 meters al_ti tude . After a short horizontal flight the 
disc o p e n e d 1 i k e a s h e .1 1 and vibrated 
even more strongly . Then, the upper half of the disc de­
tached itself from the horizontally lying one · and positio­
ned itself verticallY above it . Finally , both flew into 
the direction of Mt .Karren (W of Andelsbuch - EB) at 
moderate speed . Before moving behind it around 2045 , the 
observer drove to the "Adler" inn at Lingenau and alarmed 
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the guests there who ran outside to see still one of the 
two disc parts • • •  " 

In a letter to us 20 years later the witness confirme d  
his sighting and said he had even had a radio interview 
with a Dornbirn OBF reporter . The tape , of course , has 
been destroyed meanwhile .  

Saturday , September 4 ,  1 954 , brought reports from the Graz 
area. A misprinted teletype version of the story is quoted 
by VALLEE in his ' Challenge to Science • { 7 ) . 
According to police and newspapers , 
"at 013 5  seven workers of the Graz-Arland paper mill 
watched from the factory yard a greenish , oval shape , 
llmlinous at the edges but dark in the center with two 
bright dots positioned dire ctly diametral at the rim 
which moved with srowing spe ed from east to the west • • •  
At the same time ( 01 30 )  a sky phenomenon to the west 
was independently sighted by two policemen on patrol . 
It looked · like a red disc of full moon size and moved 
with meteor s peed from NE to SW within several seconds . 
At about 0800 in the morning a Strassgang policeman 
reported a similar phenomenon over Graz .  The Meteoro­
logical Institute of Graz University has s o  far provided 
no statement . "  

A polioe report fram Hallein ,  Salzburg { 47° 52 ' N  13°06 ' E  -
EB) gave the account of porter Franz Wallner , 42 : 
"I was on duty in the night Pridq /Saturday September 3/4 

1 954 . At about 01 3 0 { note time coincidence with Graz -EB j 
• • •  I observed fram my box { it was a clear , s tarlit night 
without moon) three globular things , one of them bigger 
than the two others , moving through the sky for a half 
minute . The bodies were a bright shining red in the middle , 
but changed to other colore , like blue-violet , towards the 
edges . They moved at aircraft speed without noticeable 
motor sound .  One could onLy hear a weak rush. Before they 
left the field of view , the bodies seemed to break up into 
pieces .  The bodies came from the north, from Salzburg 
( city -EB) , and flew to the southeast • • •  ! saw it with the 
naked eye , without aids . "  · 

The witness  credibility of Mr . Wallner cannot be questioned , 
officials added . 

A "Tiroler Tagesz eitung" articl� of September a co pied a 
letter of Mr . Otto Turker from Innsbruck-P.radl : 
" • • •  concerning my observation on Saturd� , September 4 .  

It was 1 91 5 , when I casually glanced through the window 
to the west where a very bright star rapidly changing its 
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position over the city caught my attention . I found it 
peculiar to see such a bright s tar at dusk and observed 
more closely with 6x30 binoculars . I had to climb to a 
dormer window as it had moved to the west at an obtuse 
zig-zag course • • •  It was then that I could make out it 
was .kind of a diso ,  very small , but radiating bright 
yellowish light with reddish edges and at times a peaked 
c o n e  4 or 5 times as long ·as the disc ' s  diameter . 
The cone shone greeD.ish and pointed up or downwards when 
visible . As it was cloudles s  I could follow the peculiar 
skY phenomenon • til it disappeared behind the southwestern 
mountain horizon • • • at 1 93 5 .  I watched the sky again on 
Sunday at the same time , 1 91 5 ,  but did not see a single 
star. They only appeared gradually around 1 925  • • •  " 

The three days and nights o� September 3 , 4 and 5 produced 
20 tm.identified sightings and s tarted a first wave o� 
publicity with headlines all over Austria. This was still 
be�ore the onset of the great Prench flap . 

Figure 2 
Panoramic view of 
Bregenze rwald from NW 



s .  

Figure 3 Original sketch of Neururer cas e  

·Our next gendar.Merie report is reproduced in unabridged 
form: 
•concerns : "�lying saucer" observation 
Location of sighting : Sautens , �t distEict 

._ ( Tyrol , 47 1 3  ' N  1 0  72 ' E -EB) 
Time of sighting : September 1 6 ,  1 954 , 0745 - 081 5  
Weather : Bright , cold weather with morning fogs in 

the mountains 
Eye-witnes s :  Master mason Heinrich Neururer , born at Otz , 

Imst district ,  on April 1 5 ,  1 9 1 3 ,  living at 
Sautens No . 22 

The eye-witness gave the following statement on his 
obse�vation : . 
• south of the village Sautens , at the entry of Otz Valley , 
a Swiss has the shooting at the time .  The game-keeper is 
absent , so I am doing the deer watch for him .  In the mor­
ning of the s pecified day I took the 1 0x field glass of 
the SWiss to do s o .  West  of the Otz Valley entry is first 
Kt . Piburger ( 2 5 1 1m) , next to the west  Ut .Mitterkarkopf 
( 2583m) and then _ Kt .Blosse Karkopf ( 2538m) ( all south , 
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about 3 km ground distance from Sautens which lies 4 km 
south of river Inn - EB ) . I looked with the glas s from my house to the southwest . Chamois or red deer were not 
visible at that time , but instead I disc overed a flying 
obj ect in the blue sky west of the thre e peaks . It would 
not have been noticed with the naked eye .  According to mw estimation it did fly pre tty far behind the mountains . 

"I  saw a silvery gleaming disc in the shape of a discus . 
It was somewhat tilted to the left , thus not ly ing hori­
zontally . In the middle part it had protrusions on both 
sides ( -a double-convex domed disc-EB) and it looked as if 
it consisted of polished aluminium . The flight direction 
was east-west . After about 4 minutes  it appeared again 
at the westward horizon and now slowly drifted towards 
Mt .Mitterkarkopf . It was then that between this peak and 
the next one (Blosse Karkopf ) a cloud of morning fog rose  
up from the valley and covered the disc  so I had to give 
up further observations . The objective lens diameter of 
the used glas s  is 80 mm, thus the fine details . •  

Great importance has to be attached to the eye-witness ' 
account . Neururer is a highly esteemed man in his community , 
was vice captain of the fire brigade , member of the village 
councii , hunter , skier and served for 4 years in a Flak 
brigade at Koln, d irectly at the platoon L .  Besides he has 
been one of the observers of Professor �iccard ' s  nacelle 
over the btz Valley . Neururer claims because of his experi­
enc e that the fly�g body he watched could not have been 
a conventional aircraft . "  
In a field investigation at th9 spo t  on August 5 ,  1 974 , 
further details modifying the original report were ob­
tained from 14r .  Neururer: 
" I  phoned the local gendarme during the sighting but there 

was no one on duty before oaoo • • •  MY wife did s ee the 
obj e ct , too , and I show�d it to some more people  ( then 
being visible with the naked eye -EB )  • • •  It was like 
aluminium shining in the morning sun·. It j ust moved into 
one direction from left to right s ilently • • •  and very 
slowly without a stop • • •  I can ' t  imagine aQY aircraft 
that would fly at that speed . And it was no balloon. " 

Elevation remained 25-26 during the sighting although it 
seemed the obj ect  moved away growing smaller. A "hump11 
was clearly visible on the upper side , curving out over 
the backside rim. The witness  could not s� whe ther he 
saw a second dome at the other side , �oo . The angle of 
tilt or inclination was a constant 1 0 . For, the obj ect ' s  
traj ectory , see Figure } ,  a 1 974 original sketch d�awn by 
the witness . The object was noticed in azimuth 1 70 right 
of Erster xa0kopf t moved behind the timber-line of Mitter­
karkopf ( 1 80 az .  J . t resppe �ed to  the right of it and was. 
lost in a cloud at 1 90 • 20 of azimuth in 3 0  minutes  is 
definite1y too slow for an aircraft .  Neururer s erved at 
a 1'1� battalion, but in the signal se.ction ,  not on a 
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pl atoon • 

"Tiroler Tageszeitung" was again the medium for a re port 
on September 20 , 1 954 : 
"Officials of the me teorological station, of flight control , 
policemen and several other witnesses  on Saturday ( Se p­
tember 1 8  -EB ) observed a brightly shining fly� body 
between 1 63 0  and 1 730  from Innsbruck airport . It was visible 
in pinpoint s ize over Stubai Valley in the direction of 
Mt . Schrankogel and stood motionles s in its �lace for an hour • •  

"It  could have been a balloon, but at the observation time 
western winds \of 60 �our force were blowing up to 

,several thousand meters altitude certainly able to move a 
balloon . At 1 73 0  the thing suddenly - and strangely enough -
started to move to the wes t  { against the wind -EB ) where . 
it disappeared . "  

On September 24 , 1 954 , "Tiroler Tageszeitung" printed its 
first laconic page two headline "Daily saucer report " . 
The night of September 24 was exciting for many Upper 
�ustrian citizens . A Russ ian anti aircraft s earchlight 
platoon . performed manoevres fr�m a p� sition near Hell­
mondsadt north of Linz . The circlilig light reflections 
were s een and misinterpreted by m� . A more outstanding 
report printed by . "Linzer Volksblatt" came from e s tate 
manager Johann Rachbauer 'of Ebelsberg (a c�unity 4 km 
south of Linz city ) : 
PQn Fridey ,·: September 24 , at 1 900 I went from Ebelsberg 

to the village of Schweigau which I reached at 1 94 5 . 
I walked to the right bank of J4i ttelwasser { an  old 
branch of river Danube -EB ) . It was a perfectly clear 
starry s.ky , no wind • • •  I heard a commercial plane and 
could see it move in the night towards Vienna with its 
flashing lights . Suddenly I saw two s earchlights circ­
liug over Steyregg {NE -EB) and inside their cones at 
times three circular, white luminous discs which moved 
ove·r Mt . Pfennillgberg { 61 6  m -EB) and looked somewhat 
smaller than the full moon from my position. They move4 
to the southeast �uickly . After a few �tea the pheno­
menon and the searchlights were no longer visible . 
I waited for another quarter of· an hour without noticing 
a.IJYthing unusual among the stars . n 

"Lil:l.zer Volksblatt "  of September 27 , 1 954 , carried the 
headline "Linz police has saucer alar.m" : 
" Police director Privy Councillor Dr. Rupertsberger has 

issued an order for all Linz policemen on September 2 5  
t o  report immediatelf any s ighting o f  flying saucers 
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over Linz to him . " 
under "Daily saucer re port " aTiroler Tageszeitung" said 

on Se ptember 28 : 

"Last !riday ( Se ptember 24 , 1 954 -EB) Mr .Daniel Thoman of 
Innsbruck, Roseggerstrasse , was hunting in Scbmirn Valley 
( a  side-valley of Sill Valley between Mt . Olperer and Mt . 
Sonnenspitze -EB ) when at 1 4 1 6 a 3 000-4000 me ter high­
flying object caught his att ention by its very intense -
about blue-violet - luminosity . He looked through his glas s 
�edia�ely and noticed it was a q u a d · r a t  i c ob j ect 
with 90 -bent-up edge s .  It flew perfectly soundless from 
southeas t  to northwest . and disappeared all. of a sudden . "  

The Udmath observations make up the third well-documented 

"formation flight cas e "  of the period . Udmath ( 4 6°3 6 ' N 

1 3° 59 ' E ) is a t� village at the banks of river Drau, 

southwe st of Ve lden , Carinthia . In the early m9rning hours 

of Thursday '
· 

September 3 0 ,  1 954 , pensioned official J osef 

Rudl , farmer J ohann Fugger and his wife Maria as well as 

c�untry woman Olga Katholnig witne ssed the flight of 5 or 

6 objects from the f arm  Udmath No . 4 .  Detailed accounts 

were collected by the gendarmerie and one of them later 

published by a local paper.  The following is condensed 

from all source s . 

Josef B.udl , 70 : " I  w oke up at 043 0 be cause the room was 
brightly illuminated . Looking for the cause of this through 
the window , I s potted 6 grey-red , bright discs of full moon 
size at the horizon . They were in a half arc with equal 
spacing • • •  I watched them for 3 to 5 minutes . After about 
a minute one disc broke off from the formation and flew to 
the south in a zig-zag course • • •  The other five dis c s  
moved aw� in a northeastern direc tion.  I heard n o  s ound . 
The phenomenon had an awful beauty • • •  " 

Johann !ugger, 43 : "Mrs . Olga Katholnig woke me up at 0430 • 

• • •  She said she had noticed several ' fly ing saucers ' above 
Udmath . I • •  went outdoors • • • where I saw 5 luminous things in 
the sky moving to the east slowly • • • They were all round 
• • •  brighter than a star • • •  and had a tail of the same color • 

• •  I did not notice any sound • •  One of those things flew 
southward s alld into a light fog . It moved up and down 
several times during its flight and then moved on with 
greater spee d .  As far as my estimation. goes , it approached 
earth to about 1 000 meters • • •  because there was a slight fog 
over the · Drau and I c ould see the movements of the thing 
clearly . I have to add that it was starry and the sky s ome ­
what lit-up by early daybreak . "  
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Maria Fugger ,  34 : " • • •  My husband went into the orchard , 
but I stayed in the yard . Looking up to  the sky I spotted 
two flying s aucers over Udmath which moved s outhwards very 
slowly • • • Behind them a luminous tail was vis�ble . I could 
hear no s ound and after 2-3 minutes  in the open went in­
doors again • • •  It may be I have not seen the other things 
be cause of the house and tree s . "  
Investigating Wernberg gendarmerie officers called the 
witnesses reliable . 

" ' Flying saucers • reported during the last days could be 
radios onde balloons launched by upper air research stations , "  
Vienna ' s  Central Mete orological Station had announced on 
Se pt ember g .  On September 3 0 ,  1 954 , a high Austrian official 
issued a general order to c ollect d ata on all " flying sauc er" 

reports "as it is suspe cted that radiosonde s  • • •  are sub j ec't 

of those observations " and to  s end them to a central Vienna 
evaluating authority . All police/gendarmerie reports 
presented here have only survived because of this order . 

A daylight sighting is quoted from "Tiroler Uachrichten" 
of October 4 :  
"While ' flying saucers • s o  f ar have only been sighted at 
night (which is not true -EB) now s ome were seen in bright 
da�light • • • •  On Thursday afternoon ( Se ptember 3 0 ,  1 954 -
EBJ at 1 400 a 1 2  ¥ 2  year old boy played on a heap of stone s  
in Reichenauer Strasse ( Innsbruck , Pradl district -EB) , 
near Pembaur Bridge . Suddenly the boy heard a peculiar 
sound he was unable to describe to his father later , 
although the latter as a gymnasium teacher has some inter­
viewing abilities . The boy looked up and saw a silvery 
glistening elliptical disc with a ,  as he said , " blue pile " 
at the upper edge . It was , he remarked ,  a deep blue , like 
blue ink. The " pile "  blinked brighter at time s . The disc 
which moved in great height firs t ascended vertically then 
flew toward s Nordke tte horizontally . Answering the question 
about the approximate size of the disc the boy said about 
half the moon. He immediately ran home • • •  t o  tell his story 
with excitement . Thus , he did no t watch where the strange 
disc went t o .  The �oy is de s cribed as abs olutely sober and 
lacking phantasy �. and his father said with a smile he was 
having s chool troubles with the sub j ect ' German • , where his 
es·says are rather meagre • • •  n 

Gendarmerie re port on another daylight event : 
" Sunday , October 3 ,  1 954 , at about 1 6.00 • • •  · Dr . Christoph 
Spiegelfeld , 30 , saw with his bare0 eye and0through bino­
culars from LtiSens im Sellrain (47  07 ' N  1 1  09 ' E ,  a valley 
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leading int o Stubaier Alps -EB) a fly ing body over Liis ener 
Ferner ( glacier -EB ) .  It remained in the same po sition for 
20 minu�es then moved westwards and disappe ared behind Mt . 
Ferner Kogel (3 299m -EB ) . The b ody was a round , alUJ:Iinium­
s ilver.y shining dis c .  Dr . Spiegelfeld is official adviser 
for police affairs at the Schwaz district authority . His 
credibility is bey ond doubt . "  

20 years later,  Dr . Spiegelfeld added the following details 
by filling in our q ue stionnaire : 
" Observation by chance · on a walk • • •  Weathe � cloudles s ,  

P' ohn  wind ( a  warm gusty alpine wind flowing from the s outh 
to north over the ridge s -EB ) . Ob j e c t  first stationary for 
20 minutes , then disappearing to the we st within few se­
conds , great s pee d .  Globular , me tallic like an aircr�t .  
Size of an aircraft in 1 0  00 0  m height . Ele vation 45 
south • • •  a s  i f  surrounded by strong he at . N o  s ound at all . 
Corroborating witnesses dead .  No field glas s • • •  I was 
pilot in the war . It was certainly no balloon as we had 
strong F ohn and it would not have kept po sition for 20 
minutes . Als o the high spee d take-off would be impos s ible . 

"The same �oe s for an aircraft .  As it vanished behind a 
mountain { 4  km ground distance from witne ss -EB ) i t  had 
at least 5-1 0 m diameter in case it flew j ust behind it . 
Every gre ate r size is pos s ible . "  

4 unidentifieds on September 30 , 3 on Oct obe r  } .  Complex 
case s like Schmirntal or Udmath re ceived only local publi­
city . French cas e s  s tarted to flow into Aus trian pre s s  
office s via RrP and Reuter in late September and were 

pr inted in short , often ridiculous form by the maj or papers , 
e specially in early October . Numerous letters to the edit or 

kept coming in, particularly from �rol witne s se s .  

"What I saw .was a machine . The outlines of the phenomenon 
were distinct and sharp as a material obje ct would show 
.against the deep blue , cloudle s s  eastern evening sky . "  

�e above lines are from a letter to us describing an 

observation rich in detail s . The first report in "Tiroler 
Tage szeitung11 dates of October 5 ,  1 954 : 

" Yesterd� a man with unque stionable reputation and obser­
vational abiliti e s  came to our office - s e c ondary s chool 
teacher Anton Plattner of Innsbruck-Pradl , an expert in 
mathematic s and geometry with a spe cial military ground­
air-observa'f;ion training and a " UFO s cept i c "  until Sund ay 
( October 3 ,  1 954 -EB ) , when he was on a walk with his wife 
( and child -EB ) in Gumpp Stre et and saw a " flying saucer" 
at 1 71 0 .  It moved in from the south over Mt . Patscherkofel 
( 2246 m -EB ) and flew_ northbound in an altitude of more 
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than 8000 me ters estimated by �lattner veering off somewhat 
to the northeast until it disappeared behind Karwendel 
( after 1 minute and 1 5  seconds -EB ) .  The eastern s ky  was 
already �urning dark, so one could discern the disc  perfect­
ly clear . It appeared cigar-shaped in perspective in the 
bright sunshine at its flight leve l .  A cupola-shaped body 
was visible in the middle part and changed color to red 
and blue at times . The outer radius of the disc  Plattner 
estimated to be 70 me ters across whirred like a rapidly 
rotating bicycle wheel . �� .Plattner gave a gue s s  on the 
disc ' s  speed .  He had watched ( Allied , mostly US -EB )  jet 
fighters often over Innsbruck and said the obj ect made 
1 200 km/hour .  It did not look unearthly , but like an un­
manned , very stable flying machine . There were no exhaust 
traces  and no sound . "  

· 

Enclosed with a 1 975 letter t o  a MUFON collaborator the wit­

nes s  sent us a geome trical reconst�uction of what he saw 
with his naked eyes . According to Figure 4a the blue light 
reflections occurred at the northern edge of the cupola 
( in  flight direction) and the red ones at the southern 

( against direction of movement) .  

This happened while the witness was looking at the structure 

from the bottom side . The whirring motion was interpreted 
by him as a number of " tubes " standing out horizontally 

under the cupola and forming the outer disc sh�pe by rota­
tion . Its cupola-shaped core was seen clearly when seeing 

the object from the rim shortly before it vanished .  A 

sketch of this perspective , with the tubes only forming 

a line , is . shown as Figure 4b .-
The witness  first interpreted the object as a possible 

Russ ian secret weapon but gradually changed into a ETH fan 
and even sent a more detailed , enthusiastic report to a 
German fringe magazine in · 1 975 which is not quoted ,here 
because of copyright reas ons and a.S we are no·t sure how 
much wishful thinking has meanwhile been mixed with the 
original account presented above . 

"Flying saucers again over Tyrol " was page three headline 
of "Tiroler Nachrichten" on October 1 2 :  
" • • •  an abs olut ely reliable witnes s of Innsbruck writes us :  
1 Sund83' ( October 1 0 ,  1 954 -EB) , shortly after sunset , I j us t  
enj oyed the wonderful forms of the western horizon,  the 
good visibilitY and the yellow tints when I spotted a bigger , 
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glistening ' star • s omewhat s outh of Marchreisenspitze ridge . 
My position was below the gendarmerie pro j ect houses near 
the Abeam gravel pits ( 8  km east of central Innsbruck in 
the Inn Valley -EB ) .  '!!his startled me as it was still day­
light and the horizon sunlit . A �lance at my watch: 1 747 . 
In the field glass (Habicht 8x30)  the s tar shone like 
burning magnesium .  It had an elliptical shape and stood 
on end . First I did not believe rrr:1 eye s  when it moved .• 

However, when it descended v·ertically and stopped then 
moved up the ridge in an angular path kee ping s ome distance 
to it , the thought "UF O" flashed through my mind . The 
constantly bright body bent off below Marchreisenspitze 
and disappeared behind the mountain at 1 752 . Although I 
kept an eye on the western horizon for the res t  of my 
walk expecting to see the phenomenon return nothing was 
to be seen;  it had vanished . Only . when . the first stars 
appeared in the night sky I noticed the enour.mous diffe­
rence in brightnes s  with regard t o  the luminous flying 
obj ect J" 

Mt .Marchreisenspitze ( 2623 m -EB ) is at the s outheastern 
ridge of Kalkkogele massif s outh of Axamer Lizum and 13 km 
ground distance SW of Innsbruck center . 

Dr . Walter Plankensteiner , teacher at the Paulinum gymnasium 
of Schwaz , Tyrol , contributed a� interesting report . It 

was published by "Tiroler Tagesz eitung" on October 1 6 : 
"On Wednesday ( October 1 3 ,  1 954 -EB) I h� a geo�aphical 

excursion with my class to Tuxerj och ( 47 06 'N " 1 1 38 ' E ,  
in the Tuxer Alps -EB ) . During a res t  near the already 
closed Tuxerj och hut one of us and moments later at 1 43 0  our 
whole 1 7  man group spotted a suspicious flying obj e ct 
we immediately linked to the much talked-about "flying 
saucers" .  The silvery obj e ct 'was first disc-shaped ,  
changed into a " silver arrow" while flying quickly west­
wards over Mt .Horns pitze ( 2648 m -EB ) and seemed to dis­
appe ar ·  into the blue sky after few seconds • • •  complet ely 
soundle ss . In our opinion it was neither a conventional 
aircraft nor a balloon. B,y the wa1 , we did never look out 
for " saucers" • • • It may be of interest , that at our des­
cent to Hintertux an hoUr later we clearly observed a 
small bright circle which moved slowly and disappeared 
behind the mountain horizon only after some minutes . 
These details Qan be ver�ied by every pupil ·of my 
Graduate clas s . "  

"Tiroler Tageszeitung" , Saturday , October 1 6  continue d :  

"Friday afternoon ( October 1 5 ,  1 954 -EB) two medical 
students appeared at our office and reported the follo­
wing : • we were sitting on the skys craper terrace ( then 
the highest Inns bruck building at Bismarck Square -EB) 
when at 1 445 our attention was · drawn skyward by a passing 
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light plane . While the latter flew pretty low , · . we suddenly 
spotted 4 bright spots at ; 000-4000 meters which stood out 
of the sky like shining ·B. o . .  a. p b u b b l e s with darker 
c ores . T�ose spots moved southward with very great s peed 
and disappeared over Mt . Serles  ( 271 8 m -EB ) after no more 
than a minute , before we were able to point them out to 
other visitors . They were definitely no aircraft • • •  " 

From one of the more �emote rtiral Austrian areas a gendar­

merie report tells �t another obje ct : 
" In the afternoon of Octob er 1 5 ,  1 954 , country woman 

��:�� ����c�6df0 � u;;:r
w����a;n4�0����d

148���E
0:EB ) .  

At about 1 800 • • •  she observed • • •  a phenomenon like a small 
thundercloud to the s outh or toward s  Linz . The hovering 
body appeared sometime s  brighter, s ometimes darker and 
moved slowly earthwards • • •  within 1 minute • • •  to disappear 
behind the ·horizon. After 1 0  min�tes the body appeared 
again in the s ame direction . It did not move , as at the 
first time , earthwards , but flew horizontally westwards 
with great speed . It had a cupolar shape and trailed a . 
tail . The color was grey . A color change -brighter/darker­
was again observed • • •  The phenomenon was also seen by her 
husband , Ignaz Mtihlbock, a farmer of 44 years . The body 
disappeared behind the horiz on after 2-3 minutes . At the 
observation time there was already twilight . To the south 
• • • one could see the suns e t  glow . Visibility was good,  
the outlines of  the .'Salzkammergut mountains noticeable . 
The observation was done with the naked eye • • •  

Concerning the credibility of the above report there is 
no doubt . " 

"Tir.oler Tagesze it'lll'lg" was on October 20 again . the forum 
for a strange report : 
"Yesterday evening an Innsbruck employee  - as a Ph .D . she 

seems t o  have a certain critical power of j udgment ( of 
cours e. not surpassing the I . Q .  of a crank reporter -EB ) ­
informed us that on Monday ( October 1 8 ,  1 954 -EB) at 
1 7 1 5 she did see from Rennweg ( in Innsbruck-city - EB ) 
kind of a ' g  l a s s d 1 s c '  in a completely clear , 
dusky sky which flew quickly south - north toward s the 
Nordkette ridge , Mt . Achselkopf ( 1 5 63 m -EB ) . It looked 
transparent and rose � like " illuminated from ins ide " ,  
had a dark spot in the center , was somewhat smaller than 
the moon in daytime and suddenly disappeared , almost 
dissolved over Nordkette . A second s imilar obj ect followed 
and also vanished into thin air . The witness said she had 
often seen various types of aircraft , e . g. j et fighters ,  
but never anything like it ; and she would neither call it 
" saucer" nor aircraft . "  
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In its October 1 9  issue "Tir�ler �ageszeitung" had given 
two unidentified accounts with the r emark " this is only a 
small fraction of the nearly daily reports . � . " 

The 1 900 e vening news on October 22 of radio program Wien 
included a statement WFlying saucer my stery s olved now" . 
It was claimed that American propaganda balloons with 
dangerous material were b eing released within Austrian 
state territory . Leaflets distributed by the balloons over 
the Eas tern s tates would call upon the population in 
Hungarian and Czech language to  overthrow their regime s . 
According to communist "Wahrheit und Volkswille " of Novem­

ber 3 which also  reproduced an UPI-photograph showing a 
meadow with many round and rhomboedric balloons "the phot o  
shows the launch site o� rabble rousing balloons carry ing 
anticommunistic leaflet s  near the Cze choslovakian border • • •  

200 balloons were yesterday s e en over Halle in, Anif and 
Groding ( Salzburg -EB ) . "  The balloons had dimensions of 2-3 
meters , were manufactured in at least 2 shape s and compli­
cated the s itUation from mid-October until the end of the 
Austrian period in 1 955 . However ,  they were easily recog­
nized by experienc ed observers be cause of their whitish, 
non-me tallic color and their drifting with the wind , mostly 

from west  to east . The Ried s ighting of " October 3 " to be 

found in VALLEE ( 7 ) in reality happened on October 7 and 
was identified as 20 propaganda balloons drifting over 

Ried , Scharding and Eberschwang , Upper Austria , in the 
early afternoon. 

After several �identifieds per day between October 1 4  and 
20, a bright fireball was witnes s ed by thousands all over 

Eastern and Southern Austria on October 25 , 1 954 causing 
tremendous uproar and poli ce activities among the already 
sensitized public . Almost every central police quarter 
s ent a teletyped summary to Vienna before the matter could 
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be cleared up . A Hungarian school teacher from Sopron 

managed to phot ograph the desintegrat ing meteor and the 
picture still circ�ated in UFO clubs as "unidentified" 
when presented by BRILL ( 3 ) . 

On November a ,  a wire report . came. from the Judenburg 
gendarmerie pos t  in S�ria : 
"Christian Rainer , a woodcutter living in a . hut at 
Mt .·Grossingberg slope gear Wei8kirchen ( the northern end 
of Packalpe mass !£ ,  47 05 ' N  1 4  47 ' E  -EB ) allegedly saw 
at the same day and time w;t:tan the sky phenomenon was 
witnes s ed by many on October 25 , 1 954 , three burning 
small flying obj e cts crash down. According to him they · 

were circular discs of about 1 5  cm diame ter.  They came 
from about 2000 m height and were burning blue-green. 
Those three fly ing obj ects touched the ground in a wood 
owned by Elygius Frewe in of Allersdorf near WeiBkirchen , 
and near to  the Kickerloch mountain hut . A moderate fire 
started , but Christian Rainer was able to extinguish it 
quickly . The incident was reported to gendarmerie .offi­
cials only on O ctober 30 and it has been no ticed that at 
the described spot only faint traces of fire existed on 
the soil . In the vicinity were some o i 1 stains . The 
Rainer report has been cons idered phantastic by the gen­
darme and appears to be a hoax • • •  " 

On November 9 ,  1 954 , the Graz paper " Sudost-Tagespos t "  
gave additional in£ormations : 

" • •  Christian Rainer , a 52 years old woodcutter living in 
Granitzen hut at the 2000 m high Mt . Grossenberg (misprint 
-EB ) ( near We iBkirchen) , was on his way to the Kotzgraben 
(which sould read Kothgraben -EB) Valley when he �aw 3 
small bluegreen ,  hand palm s ized discs slowly des cending 
to earth behind the flying obj e ct ( the meteor -EB ) . Con­
tinuing on his walk a quarter of � hour later in the wood 
he discovered at an area of 3-4 m three bluegreen burning 
s po ts . The lumberman succ eeded in extinguishing the fire . 

"He claims it was burning oil . Christian Rainer has served 
his military duty thorughout the war in a s pe cial Flak 
battery and is described as a quiet , s erious man. We iB­
kirchen gendarme who inspected the location rule out the 
poss ibility of arson in the totally lonely area ,  and at 
the early hour ( 0620)  with certainty . ". 

A testimonial on Christian Rainer was contributed by Graz 

officials on November 1 6 .  
According .to this report , the witness was born in -1 902 , 
married , had several convictions (minor phy sical injuries ) , 
had ' been living at Granitzenhutte s ince 1 949  and liked to . 
drink and play at cards in inns after work, but was not 
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given a bad testimonial by colleagues . At the time of his 
sighting he was no longer woodcutter , but working at a 
paper mill . His employer described him as a slow , but open 
and honest  character.  
Further inquiries of  our group revealed the following : 
The witness  Rainer died before 1 974 . The event is still 
known at Frewein ' s  office ,  but details have been forgotten . 
Mr .Johann D . , the gendarm who drove to the landing s pot 
wit� his motorcycle in 1 954 , s till recalls that it was a 
8 m large , apparently b u r n e d ,  flat area . Close to it 
he found a gas�ask of the former German Wehrmacht . Gas­
mask and a soil sample were s ent to Graz for analysis 
( and not�g ever heard ) . D .  s aid Rainer was a drinker and 
his testimony taken up with caution and scepticism .  The 
landing spot was s ituated near the Granitzen path to the 
Kickerloch hut at the so-called Granitzenriegel at the last 
bend before Hirschboden. 
The detail s MUFON-Austria has collected are no t without 
contrad ic tions but sugge�t a real event , which would be the 
only Austrian landing case with traces reported so far . 

An equally interes ting gendarmerie report came through few 
deys earlier:  
"On October 27 , 1 954 , at about 1 445 the mayor of  Vitis in 

the �'laidhofen/Thaya district , Le opold Wallner , spotted 
approximately 30 discoidal , silvery ob j ects , which were 
flying in an easterly direction. The bodie s did not make 
up a formation but a flock and could b e  watched only 2-3 
seconds because of  their great speed . The obs ervation was 
made with the naked eye towards a clear , nearly cloudles s  
sky . The flying object caught Wallner • s  attentio� through 
an aerial sound like a small car motor . :i7allner ,  whose 
reliability cannot be questioned , stated it is impo s sible 
the obj ects were aircraft as the latter would have caused 
a much louder nois e . "  

· 

" Several s ightings of ' flying sauc ers ' have reached us from 
Franzensfes te , Schalders , Vintschgau and other locations , 
at Southern Tyrol ( Italian territory -EB) , "  

"Tiroler Tageszeitung "  remarked on Hovember 9 ,  1 954 . 

More cases came from �arinthia ,  Eas t ern TYrol and Upper 
Austria . In the second November week , the Tyrol flap was 
on again . 
Sections of a detailed report from Gnadenwald �ere published 
by " Tiroler T ageszeitung" of November 1 5 ,  1 954 : 
" In  the evening of November 1 2  unidentified flying obj ects 
were s ighted and carefully observed over the Gnadenwald 
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mountains ( 1 2 km ENE of Innsbruck city -EB )  by several 
persons . The ' Speckbacher '  Inn keepe r  Luis Mair reported 
the following details : ' It was around 1 800 , when high over 
Walderalm (near Mt .Walderjo ch ,  1 66 6m -EB) a small lumi­
nous body detached itself from a big lighted , s tar-
shaped obj ect and went down vert ically at great spe ed . 
It bent off to the wes t  parabolically and c ontinued its 
flight at half height of Walderhang ( slope -EB ) , in low 
altitude . Des pite of the falling dusk vis ibility was still 
good . Seen from the road it looked as if the body was only 
flying a few hundred meters over it . It res embled a tor­
pedo of several met ers length which caused no sound , 
glowed red and expel�ed sparks to the rear . The observa­
tion did last only a f ew seconds , then the body passed 
towards the west and was no - longer vis ible . •  
The same day before midnight Walter Schies tl ,· son of a 
Gnadenwald farmer , spotted a flying body which had the 
shape of a moderately big disc changing colore quickly . 
It also flew at great speed , caus ing no · sound , in north­
s outh direction over the Inn Valley , do ing lots of small 
turns and moving up and down • • •  " 

Luis Ma;yr (which is his c orrect  name ) refused an in-depth 
interview on August 6 ,  1 974 , but the about 70 y ears old 
man vividly recalled some more facts before we left . 
He saw a ''round fire" above Walderal.m while . s tanding out­
doors on the parking ground of his alpine · inn at St . Martin 
(greater community of Gnadenwald) .  What happened then 
was also witnes sed by an academic walking past Mayr .  
Something moved down from the light and probably leaving 
the watchers unable to decide whether it bent off paraboli­
cally or not ,  dashed along over the eastnortheastbound 
road towards them. Mayr feared " it might crash into the 
small house " vis-d.-vis of his inn , but the " fiery arrow 
trailing a tail and s praying s parks"  pas sed between the 
building and a nearby monastery church flying b a 1 o w 
t r e e t o p 1 e v e 1 over a meadow les� than 1 00  
meters from them. The expres sion " torpedo" was due to the 
doctor and his wife who said the body was cigar-shaped • . 

Mayr als o  recalls that two Americans , n perhaps mili ta.ry 
personnel " ( of the Allied occupation army )  posed ques tions 
to local pe ople concerning " sky phenomena" and also visi­
ted Walderal.m s ome time later . It seems one of the rare 
CE I cases attracted special investigators . 

Ano.ther gendarmerie report was written on the observation 
of Alois Seelo s , 63 , of Telfs , Tyrol : 
" On  November 1 7 ,  1 954 , at 06 1 5 ,  as usual , the eyewitnes s  
walked from his house • • •  to the Schindler factory which 
lies 200-3 00 m to the north. On his way Seelos spotted 
a bright , reddish-yellow colored disc in the starry 
morning sky . It s eem�d to fly at 5000m altitude • It came 
from M�sern (north) , changed direction over the Inn 
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Valley to the southwest and dis appeared t owards B�enner .  
The disc was vis ible perfectly clear . It flew s oundles s­
ly and had a longer , glowing tail which looked like a 
shower of s parks . The whole phenomenon was observed for 
3-5 seconds . Alois Seelos had heard of sauc ers before , 
but never believed in the ir reality . He' is now convinced 
they are remotely c ontrolled , unmanned flying obj ects of 
terres trial origin. This ' because he believes no human 
being would s t�d the high cruising s peed s . The dis c he 
observed flew much faster than a jet  fighter . It could 
not be mixed up with one . Alois Seelos · is a respected , 
honest and very diligent man. He owns a house with a 
household goods store and a plumber ' s  shop .  At pres ent 
he works as mast er at a T elfs house construction proj e ct 

• • •  He enj oys the best reputation • • •  " 
Telfs is .an Inn Valley village about 30 . km W of Innsbruck 
between Stubaier Alps ( firs t  peak 2887 m) and Mieminger 
Mountains ( up to 2759 m) at 47° 1 8 ' N 1 1 °05 ' E .  

•Two Guttaring/St . Veit an der Glan officers on patrol ob­
s erved a bright , shining dis c  like a flattened stgr on 
Nox.ember 1 9  f 1 954 , at 0630 from Guttaringberg ( 46 54 ' N 
14 30 'E -EB J way over the Althofen region ( an  industrial 
town of NE Carinthia -EB) . After hanging in the air motion­
les s  for s ome seconds it went into motion with great 
spe ed , flew a north-south c ourse and disappeared behind 
an isolated cl&ud after 5 seconds . The flying body had 
a noticeably wavy traj ectory . " 

So far the wire message .from Carinthia . The flap thinned 
out to one unidentified case per we ek after November 1 9  
which was also  three days from the end of VALLEE • s  "global 
wave " ( 7 ) .  
Meanwhile ,  two prominent Austrian scientists had spoken 
out on UFO reports . Le cturer Dr. Ferdinand Cap ,  nuclear 
physicist of Innsbruck Univers ity gave a public talk on 
" saucers• and was quoted in' "Neue s  Osterreich" of November 6 
sqing " 90-95 � of the phenomena are absolutely identified" 
and that "he wished to witness  a landing of extraterres trial 
beings on earth but feared not to have the luck . "  Dr . Cap 
apparently mis sed his chance to get at t�e c ore of the 
UFO question by a combat with ETH . 
A similar public lecture took place at a meeting of the 
Aus trian MeteorQlogical Society on December 1 6 ,  1 954 . 
Professor Hop�ann , director of Vienna ' s  University obeer-
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vatory , concentrated on the October 2 5  fireball case and 
"fiercely denied the existence of fly ing saucers n ,  as was 

printed by "Neue Wiener Tagesze itung" on December 1 9 .  
Quoting some nonsense reports on the meteor fall , eye 
witness accounts were genera�ly debunked . A report in 
"Wiener Zeitung" by . Dr .Heinz Reuter closed with the words 
"One shou1d try to largely eliminate sub j ective errors 
and especially ge t free of the saucer psychos is which does 
not fit the high level of  technically educated 20th c en� 
tury mankind . "  It does not seem Professor Hopmann cared 
for the unexplainable data thus committing a sub j ec tive 
error . By the way , he was also to debunk the US moon 
landing pro j ec t  as " impossible " more than ten years later.  

Another officially unaccept able report was c arried by 
"Tiroler Nachrichten" on Dec ember 20 : 
• • • •  from a serious source . Yesterday ( De cember 1 9 , 1 954 

-EB ) , Sunday at 0800 • • •  an aeronautical expert • • •  from 
Inns bruck airport j ust coming from his night shift 
sighted a "UPO" hovering at 6000 m altitude over Wipptal 
Valley . It was remarkable that the object  did fly comple­
tely a 6 a i n a t t h e w i n d which was blowing 
from 40° lNE ) with 10 knots . At that time a man from the 
Inns bruck glider team also wanted to show him the obj ect  • 

• • •  Visibility was good , the sky nearly cloudless • • •  

The measured altitude of the cirrus clouds was 7000 meters , 
thus about 1 000 m over the obj ect  • • •  which was luminous 
and had a halo . It moved against the wind for 1 0  minutes  
and definitely was no  weather b�oon • • •  • 

A day later the paper published the account of another 
witnes s  who together with his family had watched a balloon­
shaped obj ect  of grey-s ilvery color with a yellow tint 
drift to the wes t for 8 minutes , with the first s ight of 
it 20 minutes before 0800 . He us ed binocul.ars . 

The last 1 954 re port came from Salzburg : 
"Josef Schnoll , 28 , a Mittersill businessman and cinema 

owner , was driving from Zell am See to Mittersill on 
December 3 0 ,  1 954 , at 2200 . Between Aufhausen near Zell 
am0See and0Ftirth-Kaprun near Piesendorf ( the latter at 
47 1 8 ' N  1 2  44 'E in Salzach Valley be tween Hohe Tauern 
mass if ,  i . e .  25 km N of Mt . GroBglockner,  3797m ,  and 
KitzbUhler Alps -2000m peaks- EB) he spotted a hemi­
spherical sky obj ect hovering at mountaintop level 

1 1 1  



•over the valley and shining in an orange-red color . First 
Schntill thought it was the moon , but then he found the size 
was incredible for this as the sky object  spanned one 
eigth of the valley width. Just before Piesendorf the 
sky body appeared to hover only in rooftop level now as 
the railw� station restaurant which lies in a depression 
of the valley c overed part of the body . Driving on towards 
Walchen, Schntill noticed 'the sky body moved northwards ,  
changed into a .triangle t en _times larger than the morning 
star and dashed away to the west  shrinking cons tantly to 
disappear in the sky. The phenomenon was seen by Schntill 
between 2 1 5·0 and 2200 on a starry evening. It was reported 
by him to the gendarmerie at Mittersill at 2220 the same 
evening , and c oncerning his observat ional abilities and 
reliabil ity one can add that .he is a serious business man 
far from phantasms . �  

Kr. Schntill died in 1 973 at the age of 4 7  only days after 

having received an inquiring letter from us ,  so no further 

data are available .  

After three other cases in the third January week, a s trange­

ly shaped obj ect was seen on January 24 , 1 95 5 ,  by 55  years 

old hunter Fritz Gaugg of S t . Leonhard 1m Pitztal ( 47°04 ' N  

1 0°52 ' E  -EB) in the parallel valley t o  Otztal leading 

north-south to at . Wildspitze . The area lies 1 5  km south 

of Sa�tens , Tyrol . Quoting the police report , 

• • • •  between 093 0  and 1 005 he was on chamois-watch on & steep 
slope 1 km east of Zaunhof hamlet . He trained his field 
glass on the 2606m high Mt . Stallkogl to  the southwest . 
Over the 3000m distant ridge he spott ed a s ilverball , 
somewhat b igger than the evening star. The globe first 
drifted horizontally then start ed to rise gradually . 
He followed it immediately with his 40x t elescope . It. 
was then that he saw first a left half moon with a lower 
horn enlarging itself by left rotat ion until it formed a 
full ring, the sky still shining through the imler part . 
The outer rim of the ring-disc was no t smooth but showed 
half-round i n d e n t a t i o n s like a turbine blade . 
The wheel rotated counterclockwis e .  There was no sound 
and no tail etc • • • • It disappeared after about 30 minutes 
behind the ridge of Stallkogl to the southwes t .  The flying 
body looked like a ring-disc rotating to the left from 
itself � Height or d is tance could not be �stimated • • •  

The object  color res embled an aircraft contrail . Gaugg is 
the son of an old alpine hunter family . Hi� tes timony is 
certainly credible . He also decided to inform the press .  
He s.erved in both Wprld Wars aud is kilown as a honest and 
reliable man. "  · · 
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4 days later , on January 28 , 1 95 5 , his s on Alo is Gaugg , 26 , 
who is also a hunter , was chamois-observing with a 6x30 
field glas s and a 3 5x telescope . At 0 93 0  he saw a white 
globe over the ridge of Seidlachkogel< 2557m ) . The body had 
the form of an ellipse standing on end . It was barely 
visible with the naked eye and disappeared to the south 
after 1 0-1 5 minutes . The hunter saw the phenomenon from 
Lowis Alpe near St. Leonhard im Pitztal , Tyrol . This is a 
condensend version of the .Gaugg II s ighting reported by the 
gendarmerie . 
With a sighting over Salzburg City the Austrian period 
ended on January 28 , 1 95 5 ,  after 6 months . 
Newspaper reporters forgot the s tack of  unident ified cases 
quickly , plenty of raw data were destroyed , s cientis ts even 
refused to acknowledge the problem and the government order 
to report UFO s ightings lost its effec t  after 1 95 6 . 
The situation and settings " froze " and have remained un­
altered until 1 973 ,  when our investigations s tarted . 

- BESULTS · 

Report inte rval 

The time interval chos en to analyze the flap was July 2 5 , 
1 954 , to January 3 1 , 1 955 . The flap is terminated by 
intervals of report frequenci es of less  than one uniden­
tified per week. 

Reliability 

A minority of cases was still open for investigations 
at the time of our s tudy . Consequently , the overall 
reliability of the material used for statistics is moderate . 
Analyzed with the RANDLES-DELAIR classification system 
presented · by BERGER ( 2 )  the data s e t . 1 954/5 5  c onsist s of 
1 A- , 1 B- , 1 C� , 49  D- and 44 E-cases . Gendarmerie/police 
reports or letters o f  witne s se s  reproduced in their 
original form by newspapers were always ranked D ,  stories 
written by journalists E .  The only A -case is the Neururer 
observation at Sautens , Tyro l .  
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Reports per month 

The maximum interval was October 1 9 54 with 3 2  unidenti�ieds . 

Cases were distributed over the f1ap months with the 

following absolute �requencies : July 1 ,  August a ,  Sep­

tember 29 , October 3 2 ,  November 1 6 ,  December 4 ,  January 6 .  

Figure 7 compares the relativ� frequencies for four inter­

vals from August 1 0. until November 20 , 1 95 4 ,  to the VALLEE 
data ( 7 ) . Whereas ·an October peak is evident for the "wave"  

of VALLEE , the Austrian sample ( which equals a , 5% of the 

V ALLEE ·case  sum) has a mo
.
re even d is tribution without salient 

differenc es between Se ptember and Oc tober . 

Time of day 

a 1  reports  included time data on at least the event hour . 

The peak interval for first observation moments is 1 a-2 1 
CET , according to Figure a .  A secondary peak lies in the 

morning hours between 06 and 09 CET . Thus , 3� of the cas es 

with reported time are in the 1 a-21 interval , 1 6% in the 

2 1 -24 and 1 1� in the 06-09 sec tor . A total of 54% occurred 

between 1 a  and 24 CET . 

A special pattern, the dusk/dawn peaks , will be discussed 

in the appropriate paragraph under " 1 9 54/5 5 patterns " .  

68 c ases happened 
·
between local sunset and sunrise ,  i . e .  

at night , 2 6  during local daytime , 2 were lacking time 

data in that res pect . The percentages of night to
· 

daytime 

cases ( 94 = 1 0�) are 72 , '3� : 27 , .,� . About every fourth 

event was seen in daylight . 

mother pattern, the " Tyrol .daylight blo c "  of October 3-

1 5 ,  1 954 , will be described later on . 

Duration 

With the exception of a cases , all gave the phenomenon ' s  

duration or rather the time it was vis ible to the witness . 

F igure 9 superimposes the number of reports per duration 

class for the 1 954/5 5 data on the curves for sporadic 

and Traunst ein f1ap data between 1 972 and . 1 977 found out 
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by BERGER ·( 2 ) . For 1 954/5 5 ,  two peaks are noticeable , 

one in the seconds an� one in the 5-1 5 minutes scale . 

Like the 1 972-77 sporadics , our 1 954/5 5  data have been 

carefully cleaned of meteors , airplanes and other copven­

tional things . It seems the latter are showing both the 

" sporadic seconds-peak" and the ����ap minutes"  one . 

A possible interpre tation of this fo·r parts of the data 

is discussed under "mountain affinit.y and valley flyovers " .  

End of observations 

Table A is based on 40 reports stat ing the way the obj ects 

disappeare
·
d .  Mos t  of them were seen to fly behind a terre­

strial obs tacle such as mountains , but 2� of the 40 ended 

with a sudden " switch-off" of the phenomenon , often puzzling 

to the observer.  One of the instantaneo� disappearance 

category was the quandrangular Schmirn�al obj ec t on 

September 24 , 1 954 . 

Lo cations 

Austria is a democratic republic with 9 Federal Provinces . 

A look at Figure 1 0  shows several things : 

The 1 954/5 5 flap cases had the tendency to concentrate on 

the Western provinces  and to thin out toward s the eas t .  

Northern Tyrol was the focus o f  the flap period . Other 

clusters are situated at northern Vorarlberg and southern 

Carinthia . The Upper Austrian report� are found only 

within the northern part of this province .  

Ac cording t o  the Aus trian census of September 1 ,  1 95 5 , 

Tyrol ( north and east part ) formed an area of 1 2  649 1an2 

with a population of 427 465  ( 1 95 1 census ) . The resulting 

population densit.y ·ot 3 3 , 8  inhabitants per square kilo­

me ter is the Aus trian minimum. Tyrol can be called the 

most mountainuous province including Austria ' s  greatest 

massif , Otztaler Alps , southwest of Innsbruck with peaks 

over 3 500 meters . Innsbruck itself , the cit.y with 2 1  

s ightings , lies at 5 74 m between massifs o f  2500 m ,  as 
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Figures 5 and 6 have demonstrated . 
Further dis cus s ions on the s ighting locations linked t o  
geographic ,  e spe cially topo graphic features are given in 
the pattern section. 

Dis aupearing dire c tion 

Table B lists  the direc tions of the objec t ' s disappe arance 
for 71 c ases . Although it is not likely untrained wit­
ne s s.e s  will neatly. dis tinguish b e tween north and northeas t ,  
the high percentage ( 4 1�)  ·of we stern disappearanc e direc­
tions is remarkable . 

Number o f  witne s se s  

More than 200 witne s ses  were pre s ent during the 96  flap 
events . 40 reports ( 42% )  came from single witnesse s , 
1 6  ( 1 7� )  had a corroborating wi tness , the rest  of 4 1 %  
even more . There were 1 0  oc cas ions ( 1 � )  with definitely 
more than 5 obs ervers on the scene . A list-up is given in 
Table C .  

Education of wi tnesses  

In mos t  cases  the formal educat ion and observational ab ili­
ties of the witne s s  was unknown . However ,  a s alient amount 
of details came from alpine hunters , forme r pilo t s , ground­
air-observers , military , pers onnel and higher counc;11ors . 
Police/gendarmerie offic ials we are not allowed to ident ify 
were eye-wi tne sses  in 5 case s ; a . S tyrian gendarm inve s t igated 
the alleged landing s ite of the only CE II-even t.  Two 
p�enomena could not be ident ified by several experts of 
the Inns bruck-Kranebitten airport who watched them clo sely . 
Onc e , a whole gymnas ium class and their teacher witnes sed 
a daylight flight . 

� 
Binoculars enabled the observer ( s )  to examine the phenomena 
in detail during 1 5  events ; in 3 of them an additional 
telescope was available . A fourth case wi tne ss had a tele-
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scope , but no field glas s .  In one of the b inocular c ases 
more than one ins trument was used . Cars d id not play any 
s pecial role during the early fifties episodes . 1 95

.
4/5 5 

w itnes ses were s tationary one s . 

Number of objects 

As  in the 1 972-77 data set , s ingle ob j ec t  case s made up 
the highest percentage in 1 954/5 5 with 75� or 72 e vents . 
Table D shows the sums for all clas se s .  One obj e c t  s plit 
into two parts and on another occas ion no less than 
30 objects were seen in the air . 

Elevat ions 

Reading the more detailed repo rt s  one gets  the impre s s ion 
that elevat ion angles over 20° elevation were scarce and 
mo st  phenomena moved in a zone near the horizon , as has 
been found out for 1 972-77 , but there is no chance for a 
perc entual ve rification. Only the Sautens trajec tory could 
be measured at the site and· was 25-26° high . 

He ight s and distanc es 

No triangulations were po s s ible with the vague traj ec tory 
data . Several Tyrol obj ects near mountain peaks had between 
3 and 20 kilometers distance from the witness  when las t  
seen. E s t imated true altitude s have t o  b e  t reated with 
caut ion , but all agree with res pe c t  to the scale of he ights -
thousand s of met ers above ground level . Value s from Vorarl­
berg range from 1 000  to 4000 meters , one 1 000 m-e s t imation 
comes from C arinthia and in the Innsbruck area altitudes  
between 3000 and 8000 meters have been apparently o bs erved 
when ob j ec ts flew over the valleys . The abs olute height 
of phenomena with " mountain affinity " was cons ;tde rably les s .  
The Gnadenwald CE !-to rpedo pas s ed at less than 1 00 meters 
below treetop he ight according to our estimation at the 
s ite . The CE II-obj ects at Mt . Gros s ingberg allegedly 
touched the ground leaving burned t races and o il behind . 
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Objec t  sizes  

With news paper repo�ters and gendarme/policemen invest i­

gating i� is no surprise that the size data must be called 

poor . 1 5  values 
·
of d ifferent quality exist . · Relative size 

estimations ranged from full moon ( 5  est . ) to half moon 

( 3  es t . ) , s�aller than full moon, . ¥4 and ¥8 of full moon 

( 1  est .  each) , airc.r.aft size ( 1  e s t . ) , greater than Mars 

( 1  est . ) ; the two abs olute s ize guesses were " 5- 1 0  me ters 

minimum" and " 30-40 me ters acros s" . 

Object shapes 

29 ( 3 1�) of the 93 c ases yielding shape de scriptions 

involved ovals , eggs , ellipse s  or discs , 24 ( 2 6�) balls , 

globes or round obj e cts . For other forms , see  Table E .  

6 events involved shape variations , 4 a very complex sha.pe . 

Object brightness 

The data are extremely poor in brightnes s  details , although 

it was expressed in several account s  the obj ect ( s ) caught 

the witness ' eye because of striking brightne s s , at dus k 

far greater than the firs t stars . 

Objec t  colors 

72 cases containe d usable color descriptions . It is inter­

esting to notice in Table F that 1 4  ( 1 9� of all ) ac counts 

are abo.ut " aluminium colored , metallic ,  s ilvery " daylight 

obj ects . Other 9 ( 1 2 , 5� ) · were reddish; 8 ( 1 1 , 1 � )  y ellowish , 

3 ( 4 , 2�) orange , 7 ( 9 , � ) bluish and 6 ( 8 ,3�)  white . 

7 ( 9 , 7� of all ) cases  showed objec ts with more than one 

color , 4 ( 5 , 5�)  color change , in 6 ( 8 ,3�)  episode s 

dome/edges were d ifferently colored than the res t  of the 

obj ect . Vivid c olor changes or " pulsations " as in Traun­

stein - see BERGER ( 2 ) - have not been reported . 

Source of light 

The obj ec ts were mos tly luminous as · a whole ; on some 

occasion� point light sources and/or dark or transparent 
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obj ec ts without light production at the outer .surface 

were " described . Typical examples are the �raz-Arland 

ob j ect of September 4 ,  the Hollenburg formation of May 1 0  

and the Innsbruck "glass discs " of October 1 8 ,  1 954 .  

Light effec ts 

5 testimonies mention the e j ection of fire , flames or 

sparks by the object ( s ) , 4 report distinct halos . 

1 9  ( 1 9 ,�) cases involved objects  with a tail . 

A spo tlight cone emitted by the obj ec t  was only noticed 

once over Innsbruck. Puzzling light phenomena are 

completely absent . 

Object motion 

A motion analysis is possible , but will not yield repre­

sentative results because 48 of the 96 reports , i . e .  5� , 
give �o clue on the ob j ect ' s  speed . Looking at the data 

one can see the proportion of stationary or slow-moving 

obj ects to fas t  ones ( above general aircraft speed ) is 

about 1 : 1 ( 44� : 5 6�) . 
Motion dis�ontinuities ( hovering and take-off , motion and 

stand-still , trajectory angles , accelerations or sec ondary 

undulatory/pendulum mo tions ) are extractable from ; o  of 

the 96  cases , which is close to one third . Rotation was 

only mentioned in two events . 

� 
On 5 occas ions , one of them before the act ual flap ; sound 

was heard and reported . "Faint metallic " ,  " peculiar" , " like 

a small car motor " ,  "faint swoosh" and "rushing" were the 

descriptions . All obj ects moved in the distance , . whereas the 

two CE cases happened soundle s s .  So did many other e vents , 

as was explicitly stated . 

Electromagnetic and other effects 

No EM anomalies· could be · detected in the material available 
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for our study . One CE-II case has been presented in the 
selected re port section. The lack of phenomena · near the 
soil which is typical .for the 1 972-77 period in our country 
was als o  present in 1 954/5 5 , quite contrary to France . 

Austrian 1 954/55 patterns 

From the foregoing evaluations the following details seem 
to be significant : 
The 1 954/55 interval had a flat Sept ember/Oc tober peak 
period.  
Most  cases s tarted between 18  and 2 1  CE� ; there is als o  
a morning peak. 
As we will s ee later on, the two peaks may be associated 
with local dusk and dawn . 
54 � of all cases lie between 1 8  and 24 CET . 
About every third event occurred in daylight . 
Two case durat ion peaks exis t  - one at the 1 -1 0  seconds 
interval and one at the 5-1 5 minut e s  one . 
A noticeable perc entage of obj ects  � switched off "  at the 
end of the observation . 
Case locat ions show a t endency to clus ter in Northern Tyrol 
and Vorarlberg , especially in the area of Innsbruck and 
its s parsely popul ated mountain ranges . 
A disappearance pe ak of ob j ects to the west is prominent 
with 4 1% ' of 71 s ightings . 
Single witness  �d single ob j e c t  case s were mos t  frequent . 
Distances and altitudes gene rally ranged above 1 kilomete r .  
Round shapes dominated the descriptions ; a few mentioned 
complex s tructural de tails . 
Mos t  obj ects looked self��uminous , red , yellow , orange or 
bluish at ·night , s ilvery-me tallic in daylight . �ular motion, if reported , was either slow or quick with 
a case proportion around 1 : 1 .  Motion d iscontinuities 
seemed t o  be present in every third case . 
Sound and traces were rare . 
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In addition to these results several o ther patterns have 

been detected during the analysis : 

�U!!,k_/_d!;W!;, �e�k.! 

A special evaluation was done to check the onset of 

evening observations versus local suns e t  and of morning 

reports versus local sunris·e t ime s .  For ins t.an:ce , an 

evening obj ec t  in the Innsbruck sky was c�relateQ with 

the local Inns bruck sunset . 

For dusk, the following result. was ob��iried . 

3 0  ( 47 , �) of th� 63 cases  between 1 2  and 00 CET ·"'started 

in the interval ± 2 hours , i . e . between 2 hours before 

and 2 hours after local sunset . 8 of them set on before , 

22 after local SlmSet.  1 6  ( 25 , 4" )  began in the interval 

1 /2 hours after suns et . 

For dawn , the s ituation was s imilar .  

1 1  ( 6 1 , 1" )  o f  the 1 8  cases  be tween 00 and 1 2  CET began 

in the ± 2 hours interval around local sunrise . 9 of 

them started before , 2 after local sunrise . 6 ( 33 ,3") 

set  on in the interval between 1 hour and j ust before 

sunrise . 

On the total ,- 4 1  ( 50 , 6" )  of the 81 s ightings with 

precisely given t ime s  set on in the ± 2 hours intervals 

around local sunsets and . sunrises throughout the flap 

period . Every second observation fell into these  

dusk/dawn peak intervals . 

!�e_c£�C!d�n£e.! 

Another phenomenon evident to · the analys t  were 8 t ime 

coincidences of UFO events . We give five here : 

On September 4 ,  1 954 , the Graz , Styria , event s tarted 

at 0 1 3 0/3 5 , the Hallein ,  Salzburg, observation 
( distance to Graz 1 90 km) at 0 1 30 CET . 

On Sept ember 5 ,  inc idents happened near Velden, Carinthia , 

at 2044 , near Kirchberg , Tyrol , at 2045 and over Linz , 

Upper Austria , at 2045 CET .  
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On November 1 7 ,  1 95 4 , Tel£s , Tyrol , had a report at 062 5 , 
Zell/Velden , Carinthia , at 062 1 , and on November 1 9  
Guttaringberg , Carinthia , at 0 63 0  CET . 

On January 24 , "1 95 5 ,  the first St . Leonhard im Pitztal , 
Tyrol , phenomenon started at 093 0 ,  on January 28 , the 
second one at 093 0 ,  and the same day there was a s ighting 
over Salzburg city beginning at 0940 CET . 
Unlike the £ireball events of July 26 , October 2 5  and 
November 20 , 1 95 4 ,_ which have be en eliminated from our 
study and gave rise from dozens to  thousands o£ eye­
witness  report s , the time co inc idence phenomenon conce rns 
only discre te obse rvations , even on di££erent days . 
A series of 4 coincidental reports did open the flap inter­
val in July/August .  Fi�st re port Graz-Gle isdor£ , Styria , 
July 2 6 ,  2050 , second , Otteralm , Tyrol , early August ,  2030 , 
third , Kirchberg , Tyrol , Augus t 6 ,  203 0/4 5 ,  fourth , Hard/ 
Bregenz , Vorarlberg, August 1 9 ,  2025 CET . 

M,o.sn_!a,!n_a!f.!n! tz. ,!Yl� ya!ly _fJ:Y£.V!.r!_ 

A close look a� the geographical distribution and true 
traj ec tories of the obj ec ts versus their obse rved duration 
over Tyrol , the £o cus of the flap and Aus tria ' s  less popu­
lation-dense Federal Province , sugge sts the UFO phenomena 
from Septembe r to November 1 9 54  had some " a£f inity "  to 
mountains even resulting in longer durations . 
Nordkette , Karwendel , Kalkkogele , Serles , Habicht , Ltisener 
Ferner , Olperer , Sonnens pitze , Erster/Blos s e  Karkopf . or 
S tallkogl , to list a few , are not jus t  landmarks us ed by 
local witnesses , but areas the obj ec -ts moved close to or 
from where they were often seen coming/going to . · seve ral 
qualified witnesses  .said in their accounts the obj e c ts 
moved along ridges then went behind them. For examples , 
read the Marchreisens pitze observation of Oc tober 1 0  or 
the second Tuxerjoch episode of October 1 3 , 1 954 . Some 
reports deal with a common motion discontinuity - stand­
s till then rapid departure - in mountainous territory , 
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e . g .  Ltis ener Ferner, October ; ,  or. Si'lbers pitze near Zams , 
October 1 4 , 1 9 54 . Tyrol re ports with longer durations 
( several minut e s  UJ to an hour )  are almos t  exclus ively of 
obj ects in mountain proximity , or at least at the distant 
mountain horizon . 
Another class  of observations compris es valley-flyovers 

as of the Inn Val�ey near ' Innsbruck city . !n the typical 
Plattner case of October ; ,  the ob j ect travels from one 
mountain ridge over the va�ley bottom to disappear behind 
another ridge . This type of observation did not las t lQnger 
than some seconds up to a minute . Unfortunately· , duration 
data obtained from t�e press ar� not fit for a convincing 
s tatistical comparison of mountain affinity and valley 
flyover cases , so the idea of obj ects moving slowly over 
desolate regions and with high speed over more densely 
populated alpine vaileys remains s peculation . 
A concentration area pointed out by phenomena traj ectorie s 
s eemed to exis t at Nordke tte north of Innsbruck where 
8 obj ec ts disappeared during October and November 1 9 54 . 
Figure 1 1 , a topographic clas s ification map of Aus trian 
territory by ARNBERGER distributed by the Austrian Statis ti­
cal Authority , further illus trates our findings . 

!Y£ol �azl!gat_b!o£ 

The mos t  prominent pattern was encountered by the analy s t  
while lis ting up reports in daylight versus night obs er­
vations chronologically . 
Interes ting is  the dis tribut ion of daytime/nighttime 
reports pe r half months throughout the flap .  Be tween 
October 1 and 1 5 ,  or rather ; and 1 5 ,  as there are no cases 
for the 1 st and 2nd , there is a sudden rise to 10 daylight 
versus 1 night even�s ,  which .is the very o pposite of the 
usual proportions . It may be of further interest  ·that within 
this pe riod only events from Tyrol have come to 1ight . 
The las t September case came from Carinthia on the 30th ,  
then Tyrol cases  followed until Oc tober 1 5 ,  when there was 
another daylight s ighting in Upper Aus tria . 
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Because of the two fac ts we have decided . to call the period 
"Tyrol daylight bloc " .  It coinc ides with the " full orches tra"  
and early "diminuendo "  phase of the French "wave " re ported 
by MICHEL ( 6 ) . As the flap cons is ts of 68 ( 72 , 3% ) night-
and 26 ( 27 , 7% )  daytime events plus 2 time-uncertain ones , 
it is remarkable that 1 0  ( 38 , 5� )  of the day cases  occurred 
within the " Tyrol daylight bloc " . 

Phenomenal clas s ification 

To use HYNEK ' s  well-known clas s ification sys tem , the flap 
was built up by 69 noc turnal lights , 25 daylight discs 
( with s ome not quite looking like disc s ) ,  1 clo se encounter 
of the first and 1 of the second kind . Ac cording to the 
VALLEE scheme , there were . 2 Type-! , 0 Type-II , 3 4  T,ype-III 
and 60 Type-IV events .  Ev�ry third case involved a mo tion­
discontinuous obj ect ,  thus ·the high Type-III proportion .  

DISCUSS ION 

Comparis on with MICHEL 

It is difficult. to compare our s tatis tical s tudy with the 
class ical book of MICHEL ( 6 )  -on the French "wave " as the 
latter is bas ically a non-s tatis tical presentation of 
facts combined with " orthoteny " .  Although one Tyrolean 
paper once s tated in 1 9 54 they were getting more reports 
than they were .able to publish ,  we  may suspe c t  the Aus trian 
flap was of low proportion compared to the French events , 
particularly concerning CE-I and I I , even if we take into 
account the French "wave " was reported in a country 6 , 5  
times larger than Aus tria . 

Comparison with Z INSSTAG 

BERGER has s tated in his las t . paper ( 2 ) that reliable 
s tatistical s tud ies for any time intervals are s till 
lacking for Wes tern Germany and Switzerland . A small , 
ETH-orientated booklet has been published by ZINSSTAG-
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ALLEMANN ( 8 )  and contains 1 4  s ightings for_ 1 954 . The 
months of interest are Augus t ,  September , N�vember and 
December , includ ing the obse rvation of a Swiss mili tary 
lieutenant near Ztirich and a pro bable CE-I betwe en 
Payerne and M?udon , south of 

.
Lake NeuchAtel . The cas e  

his torie s are insuffic ient for any further c onclus ions . 
A search of local Sw is s papers wo uld be us eful . 
As was announced by them , a firs t c ompilation of I tal ian 
events is unde r way by the s taff of "Giornale dei MisterJ. "  
o f  Florenc e and should throw some light o n  the situation 

south of the Tyrol/Carinthia bord e rs in 1 9 54/5 5 . 
Nothing definite is known about events in communis t  ne igh­
bor countries during the Austrian flap period except of 
a remark by VALLEE on Yugoslavian s ightings ( 7 ) . 

C omparison with VALLEE 

In his s e c ond book , VALLEE ( 7 )  gives a statis tical review 
of French and foreign reports from mid-AugUs t to the end 
of November 1 954 . Two Aus trian cas e s  are also  quo ted . 
Figure 7 compares the relative fre quenc ies of VALLEE and 
.Aus trian c ase material between Augus t 1 0  and November 20 ,  
1 9 54 . To tes t  VALLEE ' s  " f irst  negative law" ( 7 )  originally 
fo und for Ty pe-! c ases  with our flap data one should 
compare F igure s 1 0_. and 1 2 .  The Northe rn  ��y rol and C arinthia 
re port clusters are in areas of less than 80 inhabitants 
per square kilome t er with the exce ption of Innsbruck 
( over 200 inh. /km2 ) .  Population density is higher in the 
Vorarlberg cluster area . The " firs t  negative law "  s e ems 
to be valid only for Tyrol obj ects  with "mountain aff ini ty " .  

Comparison with BERGER 1 972-1 977 data 

Eventually , the s imilar analys is of 85 Aus trian reports 
of the 1 972-77 interval published by BERGER ( 2 )  offers 
the pos s ibility to intercompare 85 " fre sh" uFO e vents with 
96 " classical"  one s . Although the two data packs have 
different reliability levels - only 2 1 954/5 5  cases were 
field-investigated , but 57 1 972-77 observations - a l imited 
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comparis on was ventured . We firs t present the parallels , 
then the differences of the two data set s . 
I t  was surpris ing how many genera1 features were similar . 
In the 1 9 54/5 5 set  3 8� of the time-certain cas e s  were in 
the interval 1 8-2 1  CET , in the 1 972-77 set  3 7 , 61o .  
In 'the 1 954/5 5 set 54� of the same events set  on be twe en 
1 8  and 24 CET , 

· in the 1 972-77 set 64 , 7� .  
Both s e ts showed a morning peak. 
From Figure 9 we know that both duration peaks found in 
the 1 972-77 set are also present in the 1 954/5 5  set . 
In 1 9 54/5 5 , 4 1 , 7� of all c ases  involved a s ingle wi tness , 
in the 1 972-77 se t ,  44 , 75� . 

The 1 9 54/5 5 flap was further charac terized by having 
75� s ingle-obj ect cases , 1 972-77 it was 67 , 1� .  
2� of 40 reports dealt with disappearance by �· switch-off " 
in •1 954/5 5 ,  1 1 , a,t; of 85 in the 1 972-77 se t .  
57� o f  all cases involved round obj ec ts in 1 954/5 5 ,  5 2 , �  
o r  6 7  o f  1 27 obj ects had a ro tation symmetry 1 972-77 . 
Motion discontunuities  were noticed in 3 1 , 3% of th,e 1 9 54/5 5 
case s ,  in 3 5� of the 1 9 72 -77 observations . 
Sound was only heard during 5 s ightings in each data se t .  
The 1 9 54/5 5 and 1 972-77 sets ar e  identical concerning 
EM ef�ec ts - none were reported . 

The differences were limited to the number of reports per 
month, c ase locations , colors and light effects . 
The 1 954/5 5  data have a flat September/O ctober maximum , 
1 972-77 data a Dec ember peak. 
Whereas the 1 954/5 5 flap thins out to the eas t  on the case 
location map , quite the oppos ite is  true for the 1 9 72-77 
mate rial . It is highly probable that Tyrol was the true 
focus of the 1 �54/5 5 flap , but the eas t-west  gradient in 
1 9 72-77 qase frequencies is a selection' effect  due to  
the location of  our investigation center �t  Vienna . 
Of 72 cases with known obj ec t  color� in 1 954/5 5 , 1 9%  
reported silve� /aluminium color in contras t to only one 
s ilvery obj ec t in 85 1 972-77 episodes . The group of 
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yellow-orange-red objects  took 27 , 8%  of the 1 954/5 5 total , 
. . 

3 8 , 8�  were found for · the same group 1 9 72-77 . 
9 , 7� of the 1 954/5 5 cases produced blue/bluish obj ec ts , 
1 6 , 5� of the 1 972-77 set  _white color , without parallels 
between the two sets . Also , the 3 2 , 9�  of observations 
with variable-color obj ec ts i 972-77 only mee t  3 cas e s  with 
color change , never described as vivid , in the 1 9 54/5 5  set . 
Light effects ( sparks , flames , beams ) are present 6 , 3% 
of the 1 9 54/5 5 cases , but in 1 1� of the sporadics and in 
26� of the Traunstein data c ollected be tween 1 972 and 1 977 . 

� 

75 

50 

25 

1 8  

D V.ALLEE 

• Austria 

Figure 8 

Aug 1 0- Sep 1 - O c t  1 - Nov 1 -

Figure 7 

3 1  3 0  3 1  20 

Relat ive report frequency 
·at Austria compared t o  
VALLEE "wave" intervals , 
August 1 0  - November 20 , 1 954 

24 

1 2  

Time of day 

0 6  



20 - * 
1 8 - �-
1 2 - /�- e s poradic s  \ 
1 0 \ \ 0 •.rraunstein 

m \ * 1 954/5 5  
� \ $.t \ & \ CD \ $.t 
CH ' \ 0 
$.t \ 
CD 

..0 � 
5 R 

.1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Duration c las.5 e s  

Figure 9 Du.rat ions Clas s t ime int erval 

1 - 1 0 11 
2 > 1 011 - 1 • 

3 > 
11 - 5 ' 

4 ) 5 - 1 5 . 
5 -> 1 5  - 3 0 1 
6 > 30 ' - 1 h 

7 > 1 h 

128 



S
ym

b
o

l
s

: 

• 
s

in
g

l
e

 c
a

s
e

 

<=)
 Gr

a
z

, 
L

in
z

, 
V

ie
nn

a
 

a
r

ea
s 

�
-In

n
s

p
r

u
ck

 a
r

ea
 w

i
t

h
 

2
1 

c
a

s
e

s
 

F
i

g
ur

� 
10

 

W
E

ST
E

R
N

 

G
E

RM
A

NY
 

IT
A

L
Y

 

L
o

c
a

t
i

on
s

 
of

 
9

9
 

A
us

t
r

ia
n

 

UF
O

 
o

b
s

er
v

a
t

i
o

n
s

, 
19

5
4

/
5

5
 

C
Z

E
C

H
O

 
-

S
L

O
W

AK
IA

 



C as e s  

Obj e c t  ·mo ve s b ehind terres trial 
obs tac l e  22 

d isappe ars instantane ously 8 
mov e s  away into distanc e  1 
move s b ehind cloud 7 
explod e s , d e s integrate s 

mo ve s up vertically 1 
Unknown , how o b j e c t  d isappeared 56 

Total 9 6  

Table A End o� observat ions 

Direction C as e s  D ire c t ion C as e s  

N 1 2  NE 5 
E 3 SE 3 
s 8 SW 7 
w 2 9  xw 4 

unlmown 2 5  
T o tal 96 

Table B D isappear ing  d ire c t ions 

Witne s s e �  p e r  cas e Cas e s  

1' 40 
2 1 6  
3 1 0  
4 5 
5 
6 T o tal 

7 2 number 

0� 
1 0  

witne s s e s : 
1 7  1 

over 
20 1 200 

s e veral 1 4  
many 4 

To tal 96 

Table C Number o� wi tnes se s  



Ob j e c ts per case C as e s  

72 
2 1 1  

3 5 

4 1 

6 2 

30 1 

s e ve ral 2 
variable 1 

unlm.own 1 

T o tal 96 

Table D Number of obj ec ts 

Shape C as e s  

Dis c , ellips e , .aval· , egg 29 
Globe , ball , round 24 
Cigar ,  torpedo , drop , wedge 1 0  
Complex , variable shape 1 0  

Indefinite , not rep�rted 1 1  

Domed disc 3 
" So ap bubble "  with d ark core 3 
Half-mo on , hemisphere 2 
Po int of light 2 
Angular shape 

" S tick" 

To tal 96 

Table E Obj e c t shape s  
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C olor Case s 

Indefini te , unknown 24 
Me tallic , silvery , 

·aluminium 1 4  
Red ( d�sh) 9 
Yellow ( ish) 8 
Blue ( blui sh )  7 
Whit e· 6 
Burning magnes ium ,  

daz zling 4 
.Gre en( ish) 4 
Ro se 3 
Blue-green 3 
" Fierytt 3 
Orange 3 
Variable 3 
( Blue - )viol e t  2 
Grey , brownish , dark 3 

Table F 

To tal 9 6  

Obj ect colore 
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He ight above 
sea level 

2000ml 
. . . .  1 000m 

5 00m ·:.·.·:· 
-- 300m 

1 00 km 

Figure 1 1  Aus trian topography clas s e s  

by ARNBERGER ( Aus trian S tati stical Auth. ) 

Inhabit ants/km2 

1 2 1 -200 = > 200 

6 1 -80 � 8 1 -1 20 

2 1 -40 � 4 1 -60 
CJ � 20 

1 00 km 
( 1 9 65 ) 

Figure 1 2  Austrian population d ens i ty per 

dis tri c t  ( Aus trian S tatis t i c al �uthority )  
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ABSTRACT 

© EDITECS 1 9  79 

The nature of humanoids reported by UFO witnesses remains ver,y contro­

vers ial . The i r  exi stence as intelligent extraterrestrial be i ngs meets 

with much ret icence in the human mind. There i s  undoubtedly a mental 

block caused by fear , but the re  are al so more elaborate argume nts .  The 

resemblance between Man and humanoids is one of these ,  but the quest iort 

of· the resemblance that other i ntelligent bei ngs may bear to us remains 

very ope n among biologi sts . I do not think that human imaginat i on can 

explai n  the appearance of humanoids . In ge neral , they resemble us both 

too much and t oo l i tt le . An argument against the material nature of the 

humanoids is that the i r  morphology is far t oo variable from one case to 

.another. Several answers are possible to this objection. But a more 

fundamental argument i s . based on the instant or on the spot disappear-

ance of humanoids . I now give a few e xamples of this behaviour, both 

in the open air and in c�nfined spaces .  I propose the e xplanat i on that 

these cases are pro jecti ons of images , created e ithe r  by e lectromagne t i c  

waves o r  by ' some parapsycho logical means . Bu t  all the ufonauts are not 

images , or perhaps only a part of the observat ion corresponds to a pro­

jecti on �cause some of them le.ft footprint s  or had peys ical contact with. 
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the witnesses. I also give a few examples of such
.

oase s .  I present 

several hypotheses about the nature of material humanoids and discus s 

the concept of a "reassuring" eypothe s i s .  I propose for discussion the 

bypotheeis that part of the hWII&noide might be human beings captured by 

the beings gove rning the UFO phenomenon. 

••tur• of huaano14a t on the a�ot 41aappearanoe of huaano14e t 

pro3eot ion of iaag•• t footprint• of ufonaut • J  pbTaioal oontaot 

with ufonauta t  extraterreatrial �potheaia t  problea of non­

oontaot. 
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The huaan mind confronted vith the humanoid phenomenon 

liUIIB11oida undeniabl7 constitute th&t pari et the UJ'O phenomenon 

that aeeta with moat reticence in the human mind. The faot 

that �aterioua cbjeota aveep through our skies oan still � 
accepted with relative ease )7 a good •&D7 of our contemporaries. 

That these objeota aoaetiaea l and . and leave traoea that remove 

� doubt aa to the -aterial nature of at least some of them, ia 

alre� aore difficult to believe. !ut , it ia altogether too auoh 

to aak of �&DT people to aooept the fact that beings of a more or 

l eas human appearance indeed disembark fro•· thea. � aental block 

appears at this point amongst moat people ,  including Utologiata. 

The tact that the Commission Blue Book automatioal17 olaaaified 

all humanoid oaaea aa "hoaxes" ia perhaps n·ot surprising, but it 

ia indeed astonishing to note that . a utologioal group as reputed 

aa the lfiCAP vaa tor ao long reticent to look into auoh oases. 

Jnd indeed, "The UFO Evidence" , an authoritative work publiah�d .  

b.r this group, did not even oouaider humanoids vortbT of aention 

• • • • •  and that vaa in 1964 I 

And still todar , there are those who acknowledge the existence 

ot UFOa but oonaider humanoids to be a "garnish" added b7 the 

vitneaaea themselves. All too often untortunatel71 the justifi­

cation put torvar4 tor .this re tuaal ia limited to remarks auoh 

aa 1 " It ' s  unbelievable" , " lt ' a  impossible" , "It ' s  tantaatio" , 

eto. Such opinions are without logical toundation a to begin with , 

being unbel ievable has never been a ord:t•:rion tor untruth, se·oondl7 1 

-Jian cannot - part ioularl7 in this dq and age - aocuratel7 define 

the bounds of the possible and, laatl7 1 a word like "fantastic" 

is simpl7 subjective. 
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Tha� the principal cause ot such a mental blook ia tear is sut­

tioientl,y cl ear to me that I shall no� dwell on this po int . 

In etteot ,  even though the in t ell igen� behaviour ot UFOa oa.n be 

denied only with great di fficul ty , they can s t i ll be interpreted as 

uninhabited probes . Bu� , to aoknowledge the re al i�7 ot huma-

noids ia �o acoept the plQ-:sioal pre sence o t  in�ell igen� n�n 

human beings in our environmen� who al so poa seas a teohnologr 

superior to ours and one vhio� ve o�o� be sure will al. vqs 

be put to good use • • •  - !he territio panio caused in 1938 b7 

Orson Well es ' over-real istio radio pl_, adap�ation ot - B.O. Well ' s  

"War ot �he Worlds " .  ol�arl7 reve al s  the exiatenoe ot 1lan 1 a laten� 

tear - whioh avai�a onl7 the opportunit7 to aaniteat itaelt. � 
s cience tiotion programme bra&doast on Danish radio in 1964 brough� 

about a similar react ion , vhioh t ends to sugges� that thoughts on 

the matter had not evolved mu oh in the meantiae (45 ; 49 ) .  

Sure� ,  extraterrestrial beings are now a quite classical character in 

the science fict ion novels , but there is an unfathomable depth between 

the acceptance of  a l iterary convention and the ability t o  admit the 

actual presence on Earth of beings from e lsewhere . It should not be 

forgotten that , while the existence of extraterrestrial civi l i zations is 

now recocnized as probable b,y a BrOwing part of mankind , the BrSat 

majority of us argues from the supposed impossibility of interstellar 

travel for bringing this recognition back to a purely theoretical position 

that is a little or no more disturbing than a science fiction novel .  

Th e probl em ot the resembl ance betwe en Man and �he humano ids 

There are however acre elaborate arguments against the �istenoe 

ot hura�oida u intelligent ext rat errestrial beings , &l though one 

ooul 4 wonder it aorae ot them are not also a oamounage tor tear ,  
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albeit a more diaoreet ' one. One ot the •ain arguments put torvard 

is that the humanoids bear t oo great a res embl ance to � �  ooul4 

this not · 1ndioate that the7 might be figments ot the human imagi­

nation ? Could the7 not be decept ive images induced in us b7 the 

UFO phenomenon ? Or coul d the7 not in tact be men . themselves ? 

»ut the que st ion of the res emblance that · intelligent extrat errestrial 

beings bear to .us re=ains ver,r much an open one among biologist s .  

Vb.il e some in faot teal that , .  given the maD7 el ements o f  ohanoe in­

volved in evolut ion , it ia highl7 improbable that living be ings 

descendant trom an independent l ine have a morphology s imilar to 

ours ( 48 ), others on the other hand think that the human torm has 

so · manT advantage s  that natural s elect ion must have given it pre-
• 

val ence in the entire universe (2 ) .  The l atter emphas ize the 

ver,r general phenomenon of convergence o t  the characteristics 1 

groups ot l iving beings trom different int ernal organisat i on s ,  

taoed with the s am e  problem , have independentl7 found analogous 

solutions and somet imes acquired a ver,y s imilar external appearance . 

The b il ateral s7mmetr,r , the concentration ot the brain , mouth 

and . main s enaor.r organs on the same ertremit7 ot the bocb" aa 

vell aa the l ooomot1o� b7 means of a . reduoed number ot l im�a 

(4 or 6)  are structures developed b7 all superior animal s ( ver­

t ebrates and ' inseot s ) .  

As tor Man himsel f !  the upright posit ion pl aces the brain turther 

av� trom the dangers on the ground, extends the ti.eld ot vision 

and, above all , trees tvo .limbs vhioh oan then be used tor handling 

tool a .  ID�elligenoe is not in tact sufficient to bring about the 

birth ot a t echnological civil isation s it must al so have the possi­

b1lit7 ot t aking a concrete torm in mat erial real izat ions and , in 
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this respect , the human fora ia perhaps one of the moat advantageous . 

At our present l evel of biological knowl e4ge , ve cannot therefore 

oonaider the resemblance argument aa being conclusive either ona 

v_, or the other. 

Xoreover, I do not feel that it is possibl e to explain. the appea­

rance ot huaanoids b7 the intervention o t  the human imaginat ion , 

·quite the opposite in tact . It the human imagination were rea.ll.7 

in plq ,  we should have bad a number of account a ot IIBD7-limbed 

beings , auob aa the B:in4u gods and goddesses , and t entaoulated 

monsters ,  with Wings or scal es ,  breathing fire and goodness ODl)" 

knows what el se I For in tact , oases of ufonauta ot non human 

form en extremel7 rare a there are onl)" 9 out of 230 in the excel­

l ent catalogue ot UPO entit7 aightinga compiled by the Brazilian 

ufologiat Jader U. Pereira ( 36 � 

Xoreover , a good example et the human imagination is that offered 

b.7 the comic drawings representing extrat errestrial beings. Bow, 

apart from their generall7 small ais e ,  one can find littl e reae•­

blanoe between them and the huaa.noids that have actu&ll7 been reported 

the humanoids virtuall)" never have green or blue akin , blunderbuss­

shaped noses or an antenna or tvo on their heads. One should alae 

mention that there i• generall7 a total contrast between the des­

c riptio� ot the humanoids observed and the atmosphere ot science 

fict ion novel s whi ch are another faithful refl ection ot the human 

aubconsoienoe. These novel s ,  when the7 do not refer to horrible 

creatures .uch as giant intelligent insects , describe "spacemen" 

verr simlar to us . 'l'here are cases ot utonauta totall7 human in 

appearance , but one could,  iD a manner ot speaking, aq ot the 

majorit,r ot thea - and this is perhaps what is moat disturbing -

that they resembl e us both too much and too little .  
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'l'he variabilitz of the morphologr ot humanoids 

One argument epeoitioall.7 against the aaterial nature ot utonaute 

is that their aorpholog 1• f&r too variable fro• one oaae to 

another. It 1a oertainl7 true 'that ,  apart fro•
. 
the cener&l aspect 

which is usuall.7 humanoid - henoe their n&lle - there i• a Ye%7 

great diverait7. The Brazil ian utolociat Ja4er U. Pereira, in his 

remarkable atu� aentioned earl ier, distinguishes 12 aaiD t7pea ( 34 ) 1  
wbioh are then sub-clivided into 23 TaZianta .  But , .  apart troa the 

ta.ot that part ot this variabUi t7 oould be due to errore in obser­

vers ' reports or to difterentl-7 phrased deaoriptiona of the aaae 

oharaoterist ica , at least tvo simple interpretations coUld be civen. 

On the one band, we might be dealing vi th a apeoiee where there are 

greater racial and individual dit:terenoee than in the oaee ot tb,e 

Homo sapiens .  One ne ed onl7 consider the extraordinar,r pol.7morphiem 

ot the canine speoiea. On the other hand , we could also be in the 

preaenoe ot s everal apeoiea ot beinca , perhaps ot dit:terent oricins. 

Let us at this point re:ter to the bypothesis of �. lauric• de San 

recar4inc the origin o:t UFOs ( 14 , 1 5�.looording to this researcher, 

whose. reasoning atriotl7 respects the bounds of aoienoe , there could 

be a great number ot "artificial worlds" or "world-ahipa" travelling 

through our gal� .  Be describes them aa gic4ftt io hollow �l indera 

revolving on themselves, a hundred or eo kilometres long and perhaps 

a dozen kilometres in cliaaeter. Ent ire n ation s ,  who might have been 

compell ed to l eave their plane-t ot oricin under the threat o:t aD 

imminent oata.clT•• auoh aa the explosion ot a supernova or the 

transformation ot their star into a red giant , or who have per-

haps voluntaril7 ohoaen to depart in order to explore . the cal&ZT , 

vould thus travel in ideal conditione ot oomtort . Whenever a 

group ot these worlds passes relat ivel.7 oloae to an inhabited 

planet , it aight send out a reoonnaiaaanoe t eaa. This would 
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explain the vavea of UFO a ightinga , the absence of contact and 

the morphological differences between the humanoids • .  

11th regard to the morphologr ot the utonauta ,  it should also be 

noted that certain pecul iaritie• , though extremely rare , are indeed 

ve-q perpl exing. Thi"s is particularl7 so in the case of c7olops 

(35 ) : the b inocular vision otters au9h oonaider&ble advantages in 

"the struggle tor survival" vith the perception · et relief it provide& , 

that it is difficult to imagine how beings with on� one qe have . . , ;J  
managed t o  escape el imination during biological evolution.  The ver.r 

small s ize of humanoids presents another problema a height of acme 

15 to 20 ems ( 37,4 0�hich is equal to about one t enth ot ours , means 

·a brain a thousand times smaller I It is dittioult to conceive 

that auoh a brain could house sufficient neurons to allow to r � 

great intel ligence • • • •  

Instant disappearance 

!n argument more fUndamental than the morphological one is somet imes 

�ut tcrvarc! aga1nst the material nature of humanoids. It is baseci 

on the oases et on the spot or instant disappearance of utonaut a .  

Cases of thi.a kind are , i t  i s  true to s q ,  not ve%7 common , an d  it 

would be un justified to claim, as some have don e ,  that this is an 

· invariant of the UFO phenomenon. Bevertheleea , this aspect of the 

problem is illpossibl e to deJl1" and &fJ7 eypothesis on the nature ot 

tJ:ros must ·take it into account. These facta mipt perhaps not be 

as rare as books and magazines tend to suggest , because ot a higher 

"hushing up . ooetficient" than that et other aspects of the UFO pheno­

menon . Their ultra-fantastic character might re sult 1n a certain 

sel f-censuring and I knov fro• experience . that this inhibition can 
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unfortunately atteot utoiogist s ( field investigators and vri�ers )  
as vell as the witnesses. The following are a few examples of 
this very' part icular t;rpa of phenomenon. 

- Nou&tre ( Indre et Loire , Franoe ) 30th September 1954 

A t  around 4 : 30 p.m� ,  Mr. Oeogrea Oat�, a buildin� site foreman, 
vas standing a short distance av� from his colleagues,  when he 
vas overtaken by a strange feeling ot numbness. Suddenly he 
noticed, some 10 metres av_,, a shin7 dome-shaped objeot hovering 
about 1 metre off the ground·. Be tore it stoc)d a strangel7 dressed 
"man" whose faoe vas hidden by a helmet resembling opaque glass .  
Th e  "man" ver.r suddenly vanished "like an· image wiped out - in a 

single stroke" without the witness - vho had not taken his eyea 
of hill - seeing him move • • •  The UFO then took ott with a biasing 
sound before disappearing into a kind ot blue ha.ze • .  Throughout 
this time , Mr. Oat� va.a una.ble to move. Re suffered !roll insoiiiDia 
and be$daobea tor a v�ek tollo�ing the incident . His tellov-vorkera 
had al so aeen the ora.tt and the humanoid �d been paraJ.7secl ( 5o). 

- iarneton (Belgium } 6th June 1974 

A motorist vho had already , on 7th Januar.1 1 seen a UFO landed in a. 
field  in the same plaoe and two humanoids wearing spao� -suita1 
again saw tvo ufonauts ident�oll to the ones he had aeen previously • 

. The7 were standing b.1 the roadside like tvo hitch-hikers . Intrigued, 
the vitneas stopped his oar and a tev minutes later the tvo beings 
suddenly disappeared uaa it disintegrated'' • J.lthough the oar radio 
stopped working - onl7 to return to normal a fev seoonds attar the 

beings bad disappeared - and the engine misfired a tev times , the 

witness sav no suspioious objects . On the oooaaion ot the first 
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sighting, the utonauta had bean moving around in a field and vera 

seen to return to the uro vhioh then took oft (3 ) • 

In cases such as the two I have just cited,  there might possibly be 

a very s imple e.xplanat i on, such as a short moment ' s  inattent ion on 

the part of the witness , due e i ther t o  the natural nervous shock such 

a "close e ncounter" would cause or to an influence of the UFO phenome­

non, e i ther provoked b,y a de l iberate act i on o f  UFO e nt i t ie s  or 

associated to the craf� ' s  propuls i on aystem. 

In the Warneton case parti cularly , the two humanoi ds could have 

suddenly been lifted by means of individual flying devi ce s  to re join 

a UFO which mi'ght perhaps have been E[l ituated perpendicular to the 

car and therefore invi s ible to the witne s s .  This is o f  course only 

a suppos i t i on on � part . 

The Varneton oaae appears to be a kind of .intermediar.r oase (since 

the two humanoids had been observed the tirat time in . the presence 

ot a UFO) between the 11  cluaioal• oaees vhere the via ion of a huma­

noid is apeoitioallr aaaooiated with the sight of a UFO ,  and the 

stranger oa.ses ot aigbtinga ot "01'0-less utonauta• . It seems that 

the latter oases oan be aaeooiated to the UJO phenomenon, on the 

_ grounds ot the resemblance between these entities and those observed 

in the presence ot a UP01 but the question remains verr muob an open 

on•· The taot rematDa that these strange entities sometimes also 

disappear iilstantl7 • .  Bere &re tvo · suoh e%&1Dples. 

- Toulx Ste .  Croix (Creuse, France ) 1930 

One evening, the date ot vhioh he cannot remember ,  K.B. vas on his 

war to the village vhen he suddenlr aav, coming out ot the ditoh 
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alongside the road some 40 metres ahead of him, a "small man" less 

than 1 . )0 metres tall , vho climbed over. the edge of the road and 

p�ooeeded to oroea it in an oblique line. The being prosreased at 

normal speed, but his legs were not moving and looked as if they 

were s�uok together • he seemed to glide along the ground. Onoe on 

the other side of the road, he instantaneously volatil ized on the 

spot . It is int erea�ing to note that this village in central 

France seems to have had frequen t UFO visita ainoe before the 

last var ( 1 3) .  

Ibagu6 (Colombia) 10th .lusust 1973 

Four students from the local teachers ' training college and a 

pol iceman observedi in a dried up river bed, a few kilometres 

from the town , 4 small beings human in appearance, some 20 om 

high , who seemed to be looking for aomething in the mud. The7 

were dressed in white and wore gre7 oaps. When the witnesses 

approached, the small beings disappeared into thin air "aa if 

b7 magic" . .l series of tiQT fcotpriDta ,  vhich were later photo­

graphed, vere visible in the mud ( 1 2 ,40 ) .  

But here are a fev much stranger cases still , where ent ities 

resembl ing ufonauta behaved in a manner befitting of an7 ghost 

ator,y a they are oases of humanoids who appeared and disappeared 

within a con fin ed apace. 

- Birmingham (England) 1957-1958 

On 18th Hovember 1957 around 3:00 p.m. , in a working class suburb 

ot Birmingham , Krs . C)rnthia Appleton, aged 27 , vu at home when 

she experienced a st range aenaat ion of oppreasion and sav a human 

form appear in the room. It vas at first blurred but then became 
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Yel')" cl ear, and she could bear a hissing sound. The man wa.a normal 

in appearance,  had long hair and was wearing a tight-fitting garment 

which seemed to pe made of plastic. Xrs . Appleton was at first 

terrified by this apparition - as one oan well imagine - but vas 

very quickly overoome b.1 a feeling of appeasement which radiated 

from the "being" . She sav his l�ps moving but heard nothing. 

Instead, a series of ideas began forming inside b�r mind and told 

her that the entity vas from another world and had oome on Earth 

looking tor a substance vhioh she �derstood to be titanium. She 

also received the image of a dome-shaped disc. The man than 

auddenl7 vanished into thin air. A fev pages of a newspaper 

which had be en l7ing on the floor where he had stood where 

scorched • • •  On 7th Januar.r 19.58 , the being again appeared, 

this time accompanied b7 a second individual vho appeared to .  

be alightl7 older. This time the7 spoke in English but with 

a foreign aooent . and articulated ver.y oaretull7. They informed 

Mrs. Applaton that �hey had appeared before her because her brain 

vas suitabl7 "tuned-in" to auoh contacts and that what she vas 

seeing vas a projection of entities she could not touch. Mrs . 

Appleton, who later received turther visits,  is the wife of a 

11anual worker and of 11 ttle oul tural background. Those who have 

intervieved · her reported b�ing ver.y impressed b7 her sinoerit7 ( 7 ) . 

It must be noted however, �hat during the 1973 S7mposium of MOFON 

(Mutual UFO Network) Brad Steiger, in his report on oontaoteaa , 

&%pressed grave doubts about the Birmingham case. It would seem 

that Xra. Appleton saw these �st erious beings on numerous oooa­

sions in her home and that the messages became of the utmost 

oontaotee tn•· 

by one of them I 
Indeed, ahe even o1aimed to have become pregnant 

Even if this last detail undoubtedl7 .deserves 

to be treated with the utmost scepticism, oan one ·dismias her 

entire stor,y tor as much? Ve find ourselves once again faced with 
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the dil emma of the oontaotees a given of course that their state­

ments do not correspond to an objective real ity ,  to what extent 

have they genuinely been influenced by the .UFO phenomenon and 

how much have they invented tor themselves ? It ie moat important 

not to rejeot �thing simply on the grounds that "it is too fan­

tastic" . Did !rad Steiger not succumb to this ver,y temptation ? 
The taot nevertheless remains that , had it been an isolated case , 

one could still re ject it without too many scruples. But ,other 

highly similar oases have been reported completely independently 

in other parts or the world.  

- Province of Alberta ( Canada) 8th August 1961  

Around 3 ! 30 a . m . , a couple awoke to  see  in their room two small 

"men" ( 1 .2 to 1 .5 m), one ot vhioh was positioned at the head of 

their bed , the other at the toot . Th.r wore dark coloured garments ,  

and were "beautifully proport ioned" . The witnesses wanted t o  get 

up but vere paral7sed. Th� telt. no tear, hovever, vhen the be ings 

began speaking, mor.e particul arly to sq that they would return . 

After about a minut e ,  one ot the beings said to the other 1 �I  

think they a.re v_aking up, ve had better go " .  The7 then suddenly 

vanished and a hissing aouna "like air escaping from a pipe" could 

be heard as they did so . The paral7eie then left the vitneaaea and 

one of them hurried to the vindov but saw nothing.unuBUal . At about 

the same time however, a neighbour reported seeing, in front of the 

house of the first witnesses , a ahi� bluish globe about 7 11etrea in 

diameter, vhioh took off •lovl1 1 began accel erating, headed oft in 

a northerly direction and· suddenly vanished a fev hundred metres 

awa;r. What is particularly remarkable about this oa.ee is that the 

hu�anoida and the UFO vera observed b7 different persons ( 33 ) •  
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- Littl e Lever (near Bolton , Ebgland) 1964 to 1968 

One night iD the spring ot 1964 ,  Hrs . Lainchbur,y vu awakened by an 

int ense orange l ight .  When she looked ou� ot her window, she 

notioed a sphere ot l ight oroaa ing the s�1 vhioh suddenly exploded 

without a sound. She then heard an odd chattering noise oomi.Dg 

from outs ide that resembled frightened and angr.r vo ioea . The tol­

l oving moming, there vera s evere bu.rne on the Yindow sub and 

adjoinihg door and desp ite s everal att empts to repaint them , the 

paint oould not be made to adhere properly. Several months later, 

vhen Hrs . L&inohbur,y vaa iD bed , a tisure appeared in her room. 

Re vu about 1 . 50 metres tall and vas compl etelY oovered vitb a 

eerie• of greyish rings ab out 2 . 5  om in diameter. Re stated that 

he had oome troll the sphere and that there were three "oastava;ra" 

in all , then disappeared� · Several months l ater, the three beings 

appeared together and said they thet had oome beoaua e  she had not 

been afraid. Aa she asked �hem vbere they had oome from, the 

l etters PLUTO appeared iD the air before her and the beings vanished. 

Then , one dq in 1968 , " something" vUl ed her to go to th e vindova 

as she did ao, she again aav an orange sphere noating in the air 

and she felt oonvinoed that the entities were s_,ing goodbye and 

r�turning home • • • ( 1 9 ) . 

- Xurw (Provinoe ot Salla, Finland) 1 5th A�ril 19.70 

Mr. Xall e  Tilhon an ,  accompanied by his tvo young sons , not iced trom 
I 

the vindov o t  hia hous e ,  s ituated in a · remote area, a UFO vhioh made 

a buzzing nois e .  lie suddenly · had the feel ing that he vas being 

vatohed and , turning round , sav in hia kitchen - the door o f  vhioh 

was closed - a .. all man wearing a sh� garment and a helmet . lie 

waa about 1 .20 metres tall . A conversation then took plaoe on the 

Apollo XIII miss ion , vhioh vas under wa:r at the t ime , on the place 
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·ot the uni Terse from whence the humanoid hac1 come and OD his ooaing 

back. Mr. Tilhonen was not however .ure that the words were aotuallT 

coming out ot the being1 a aouth. Re doea not exclude the poaaib1lit7 

that the ideas were formed direotl7 inaide his brain. The entit7 

clisappeared through the wall . The vi tneas ,... UDable to sleep for 

�hree nights following the inoiclent . This ·oa ae vaa reported 'b7 
the Sveclish urologist X. Oosta Rehn , a jurist b.T profesaion ( 42) .  

- Santa Isabel (Argentina) 23rd September 1972 

At dqbreak, on 23rd September, at t�e Ilca-Renaul t oar faoto%7 , Jlr. 
Theodoro �lo opened the cloakroom of vhioh he •vas keepe, onl7 to 

find a strange looking tJ.sure of about 2 . 50 m tall standing there·, deapite 

the faot that Mr. Merlo had a fev hours earlier checked that eve�one 

had gone before looking all. the doors. Hr. Kerlo approached him but 

took his e,yea off the "being" for a brief aecond and when he 

looked again , the "fisure" had vanished. Mr. Xerlo ran to the door 

and then 1"111DIIlaged through the cloakroom lnd could aee Do one .  ADd 

,- et the stranger had not had the material pcsaibilit.Y of l eaving 

unobserved • • •  Thia incident waa aooompaniecl b7 a l ights failure 

iD the cloakroom and . the vitDesa suffered a number of a econdar.T 

effects. That s ame evening, Hr. Xarlo saw the aame face with 

extrao�inar,r features a aeooDd time · · �  in the rear-viev airror 

of the bus in vhioh he waa travelling back to the faoto17 &fter a 

fev hours ' reat . Thia lasted approxiaatel7 three minutes , then the 

iaage vaniahecl and Mr. Merlo could again aee the inaicle of the bus 

quite normall.Y in the mirror. The other passengers sav nothing 

unusual . The witness suffered. from an irritat ion of the a,yea and 

headaches for 3 dqa following the incident . This case ia one of 

a series of humanoid sightinga reported b7 different emplo,yees at 

the faotor.r at around the same time , but no UFO vas seen l23 ) .  

151 



- Blaoksod (Ireland) Februar,y 1974 

An elderly man was awakened one evening by a brilliant white light 

shining outside• A man dresaed in white stood iD the room. This 
\ 

vision vanished a few seconds later and, on nearing the window, 

the witness saw a lumnious white object which lit up the surrounding 

area. It had the shape of a bua , had large wheels and a number of 

small beings oould be seen inside. It rose  slowly and disappeared 

into the clouds without a sound ( 18 ) .  

Possibl e interpretations ot instant disappearances 

There seem to be two attitudes amongst utologiata towards aooounts 

ot this kind� The first , with rationalist t endencies ,  when they do 

not reject such oases as tales of fantasy , consider them at beat , 

aa having nothing to do with the UFO phenomenon but rather more with 

psychopathology • . They vould be hallucinations,  perhaps associated 

with the consecut ive shook of a close encounter with a real UFO . 

Without going qui te so far , one could ask one s e l f ,  frotn the point of 

view of research methodology , whether one would not have the r i ght , when
· 

a certai n type of s i ghtings is as rare as t hi s  one , to provis ional ly 

l eave t his eategory in parenthes e s .  I s it worth l ooki ng for an . . 
explanat i on of the se cases when ,  given t heir smal l number ,  one is free 

to think that al l of them could be false or inaccurately reported by 

the wit nesses ? 

Thi s  att itude , which involves de�ing out right , or at least leavi ng  

as ide a
,
n e nt i re category of s i ght i ngs , s eems t o  m e  to b e  barely logi cal . 

I fee l  that an interpretat i ve hypothes i s  of the UF O  phenomenon or of a 

part of i t ,  which would, t o  be acceptable, have to estab l i s h  that a 

certain group o f. s ightings is ent irely false would i ndeed be a ver:y 
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poor one . It se ems to me that there i s  much to be gaine d  from s eeking 

a hypothe s i s  that accounts for all case s , including the. most e xt raor­

dinary one s .  Such a �othe s i s  would probably remai n just a s  vali d  

e ve n  though certain cases are i n  fact untrue , for "who can the most , 

can the l east " .  Indeed , if all i ns t ant d i sappearances of humanoids 

we re false , a hypothe s i s  devel oped t o  account for thes e  cases would 

s t i l l  be use ful to explai n  other strange charac teri st ics of UFOs 

( gradual appearance or d i s appearance of UFOs themse lves and various 

phys ically imposs ible behaviours ) .
· 

To put cases of i nstant appari t i on and disappearance "on ice" would 

be all the more unjus t i fie d ,  given that , as I have said ,  the ir 

extreme rarity m i ght perhaps be due to a part i cularly high "hushing 

up coeffi c i ent " .  And we must also not forget that the UFO . phenomenon 

is a many-headed hydra : when you cut a few off , others immedi at e ly 

appear. Clearly , whi lst one is busy refuti ng certain cases , others -

perhaps more fantastic s t i l l  - are occurring. 

The urologi sts who t e nd t o  oppose the rat i onal ist vi ew , for thei r  

part. , speak of parapsycho logi cal o r  spiritual ent i ties t t.1t can 

material i ze - momentari ly , or of the psychic i nfluence o f  the UFO phe­

nomenon on the close witnesse s .  They inundate you with e xpre s s ions 

such as paral lel universes , mental worlds , other leve ls of 

consc i e nce - or vibrat i on, e t c . . .  And it does not take much to ge t  

them to confide that , as far a s  they are concerned , a l l  ufonauts 

are immaterial • • •  In other words , although these urologi sts 

clearly acknowledge the e xi stence' of a "humanoid phenomenon" as 

forming an integral part of the UFO phenomenon, they do re fute its 

phys ical real ity .  It seems t o  me to be a kind of "second degre e "  

re je ction and this hypothe s i s  i nspires i n  m e  n o  more sympathy than 

the previous one , because of the e lements that point to the materiality 

of the humanoids , as we shall see later. 
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I would like in fact , at this point ,  to illustrate that these two 
. classical attitudes are not , according to me , the only possible ones 
in the face of observations such as the few I have just cited. Let 
us reason in this way : although for certain cases of instant disap­
pearances in the open air ,  one could still evoke a sudden acceleration 
with an individual f�ing device , that the human eye cannot follow 
(I refer here to the caee of Ibague , Colombia, where footprints bear 
witness to the material nature of the small beings ) ,  it is on the other 
hand certain that human�ids which appear and disappear within a con­
fined space , sometimes progressively ,  sometimes through a wall ,  
cannot be. material. But one need not necessari� for as much have 
recourse to the intricate and gratuitous hypothesis of a 
"dematerialization" with passage into another dimension or a psychic 
world : one need only suppose . that one is dealing with a projection of 

:!!!!!:e.!· And the on� real question that need therefore be asked is how 
could this image be transmitted. There are two possible hypotheses. 

The first of these invokes electromagnetic waves .  The engineer peysi­
cist James McCampbell ( 29 )  suggested that a beam of modulated micro­
waves could induce a sound signal in the auditory nerve without pa_ssing 
through the ear. This could explain the impression of "telepathic" 
perception as experienced by Mrs. Appleton and , to a leaser extent , b,y 

the Finnish w�tneas. G6sta
.
Rehn (41 )  �oea fUrther still : he suggests ,  

independently of  the works of McCampbell , that a wave beam of  this kind 
could also induce a visual signal either in the optic nerve or directly 
inside the brain. The subject would thus perceive the image of a scene 
t h at is not in fact taking place before his eyes.  If the beam could 

be selectively directed 

t owards a given person , there vould no longer be aD7 �ater.r 

�rrounding the fact that a witness is the cnl7 person amongst 

several to see a oerlain image , as vas the case of ·Xr. Xerlo in 

the bus (Santa Isabel oase ) . !ut th is gives �ise to the queation a 

is it poaaible to conve7 a complex image directl7 to the brain b7 
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some electromagnetic meana ? The problem is oonsiderabl7 more 

diffioul t than that of the tranartiasion of a aound meaaage, and 

there ia no guarantee that a solut ion to it can be found, for 

ve are no longer dealing vith radio but vith "antenna-leas" 

television • • •  in colour I 

Should the stud7 of the first b7Pothesis ahov it to be phJsicallT 

untenable ,  ve must have a seoond one in reserve vhich this time 

invokes trul7 extrasensorial perception. This does not in � . 
va:r mean one tums one 1 a  back on a rational approach to the problem 

for, although one does not 7et posseaa a theoretical interpretation 

of the phenomenon , the exiatenoe of extraaenao�y perception ia 

toda;r an axperimentall7 proven faot and one studied in a number of 

univarsit7 laboratories. One ia therefore not infringing aoientifio 

prudanoe b7 supposing that ba"ings taohnologioall7 or intellaotuallT 

more evolved have succeeded in reaching a stage where extraeensorial 

perception might be mastered to perfection , whereas at our level , 

although undeniable ,  it has a tugaoious character and is onl7 rarel7 

reproducible at will . Indeed, I consider it to be highlY probable -

and even inevitable - that more evolved beings having elucidated the 

causes of this phenomenon ,  have managed to reproduce it b.7 maohine ,  

·just as we have machines to produce the desired sounds and images. 

There is , to m.Y knowledge , at l east one oase to support my �po­

thesis a in Brazil , on the night of 27th Sept ember 1968 ,  a witness 

who saw the landing of a oonioai-shaped UFO vas momentarilT para­

lysed and able to converse telepathically for about 10 minutes with 

• • • •  a metallic plate vhioh had emerged from the craft by sliding 

along an inclined plane. The answers to questions asked ware brief 

and stereot7ped - no use� information has in faot been obtained 

from them - and what 1mmediatal7 oomea to mind ia aome sort of 

"automatic answering device" . 
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One can ot course choose to dism iss these det ail s ot the witness ' 

account , but by so doing, is one not escaping from a poss ibl e distur­

bing re al ity , sin ce this s ight ing was in fact supported by traces 

on the ground ? An odour ot burnt o il prevail ed for somet ime in 

the are a ,  and the following d� s everal p eopl e saw �be traces ot 

the t ripod on vhioh the oratt had res t ed. An area o t  grass 65 om 

in diamet er inside the triangle bad been scorched and three 7eara 

lat er ,  the grass had still not grown again ( 6  ) . 

One should not e that in the oases ot on th� spot or instant ' disap­

pearanoe in the open air, it ia pos s ibl e t�at onl7 a part ot the 

observat ion corresponds to a pro j ect ion of images . This could be 

another expl anat ion ot the Ibagu' oase a the mode ot departure aotuall7 

us ed b7 the miniature humanoida might have been masked trom the apeo­

t atora .  

Dr. Frank Sal isbury pointed out t o  me that he cons idere d  "masking" 

as an important hypothe s i s .  He wrote that i t  might be easier t o  blank 

out all percepti on from a wit ne s s  than to pro ject an image int o  witne s s  

m ind. All thought as wel l  as the percept ion of the passage of t ime 

w�uld be blanked , and then swi tched back on. Such a s impl i f ied hypo­

the s i s  would indee d  explain the on the spot disappearances in zero t i me ,  

but would i t  suffice for the cases of gradual vanishing or o f  

disappearance through a wall ? I n  a rzy  case , a pro jection of image i s  

neces sary t o  account f o r  t h e  cases where only part of t h e  witnesses see 

the vanishing humanoi d .  

One oan · o t  course ponder about the reaeona tor the ae pro j ect ion s ,  

whioh brings ua · b aok t o  the probl em o t  oont aot between different 

int elligence s .  My hypothesis in fact impl ies that the be ings vhioh 

·command the UFOa del iberat elT deceive us and this woul d 

give it an undesirabl e character ot gratuitousness were it not sup­

port ed by othe� independent el ement s ,  particul arly in close encount ers 
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and more espeoiall7 in conversat ions with the . ufonauta (46 ) .  As vas 

·in fact stat ed by Frank Sal isbur,y ( 43 ) ,  the UFO phenomenon s e ems to 

be putting o n  a show, a diapl� speoiticall1 aimed at the witnesses. 

Quest ioning the mot ives for the ' pro ject ion ot decept ive images 

therefore brings us back to the mora general que st ion ot juat it,ring 

the deceitful behaviour et these strangers to bumanit7 1 are the se 

l ies perhaps necessar.y because humanity is not yet re� tor -the 

truth ? Are they experiments being carried out on us ? Are they 

int ended to make us believe cert ain things or point us in a c ertain 

dire ct ion ? Or ie the general idea to condition us or prepare ue 

tor something ? Whichever v� you l ook at it , there ie no shortage 

ot hypotheses , but I shall not go into this nov (44 ) .  

Let us just sq , be fore concluding this topic , that in four of 

the ten cases I have cit ed , there vas more than one vitneas , vhioh , 

even in this ver.y particular t7pe ot ·a ight inga ,  4em�l1ahes the l egend 

of "the witn ess is alw�s alone" which lies so close to the hearts 

ot those vho know nothing about the question I I would al eo point 

out that in tvo c ases , there vera physical traces (footprints at 

lbagu' and a scorched window eash and door at Little Lever) ,  physio­

logical effects vera felt in three oases ( insomnia and headaohee at 

Bouatre , insomnia at Xursu , irritation of the eyes and headaches at 

Santa Isabel ) , there were two oases ot pare.l.ysis (ll'ouatre again and 

Alberta) an d ,  in one cas e ,  there vas int erference vith the radio 

and engine ot the oar (Varneton ) .  

The mat erial ity of humanoids 

One must t a.ka care not to indulge in aD7 over gene:t"al ization · either 
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one vq or the other a a.rguing the oases I . have juat cUsoussed to 

retute the materialit7 ot utonauts as a vhol e would again be the 

same as discount ing certain data ot the problem. 'l'here are in fact 

tvo elements vhioh bea.r witness to the phy-sical realit7 ot humanoids a 

�ootprinta and phy-sical oontaot with certain observers. 

1 .  Footprints 

Humanoid tootprinta are rather rare .
_ 

Here are a few exampl es a 

- Monte Maiz (Province of Cordoba, A;gentina) 1 2th October 1 963 

A lorr.r driver vas bl inded b7 an intense vhite l ight , and his vehiole 

l ett the road. When he recovered his senses , he aaw before him an 

enormous metal object trom· vhioh emerged beings some 4 to 5 

metres tall , wearing helmets and tight-titting shiay garments.  

They aimed a · red light - at the obaerver1 whioh oaused a burning 

sensation. Panic-stricken , the driver tired a tew shots at them 

and ran ott in the direction �t a nearb,f vill age followed by the 

red l ight vhioh caused strange moditications in the colour of 

the street-lighting. This tact waa reported b7 several observers . 

The following dq , a footprint aome 45 to 50 om long vas found 

and photographed (1 7 ) .  

- �the (Xent , England) 16th November 1963 

Four youths sav an oval-shaped - UFO radiating a golden light descend 

from the sk7 and disappear behind a vood. A dark shadow, about the 

•ize ot a man , soon appeared and came tovarda them "dragging ita 

teet" .  'l'he apparition seemed to have no head, but had bat-like 

vinga and webbed teet . The youths ran ott, understandabl7 panic­

stricken. � similar UFO vas seen on 2 1 st November and again on 

23rd lovember and an area ot tlattened fern and 3 giant , vell-
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defined footprints 2 OD deep , 60 011 long and 18 Oil wide vere 

found. ( 8 ) .  

- Arc sous Cicon (Doubs , Prance ) 1 7th July 1967 

Several children saw small 1 m tall beings , dressed in black vith 

large heacls and vh.ich seemed to be wearing diving gear, ·running 

around in the fields . The following dq , a oi;rcular area of burnt 

grass 3 to 4 m in diameter vas discovered and t� footprints vere 

visible around it ( 27 ) .  

- '!'renal ( Jura, Prance ) 5th March 197 1 

Footprints· resembling those made by "a shoe vith no heel" some 

40 cm long vere found near the area on the grass where a tJ11'0 bad 

landed the previou� night •. Large , strange looking beings had been 

seen near the oratt, ancl observers autterecl a variet� of seoondar,y 

effects ( 28 ) .  

- We recall at this point that in the Ib&gll' case ( Colombia) 

cited earlier among on the spot disappearances,  t� footprints 

vere discovered in the area where the t� humanoids ha� stood. 

- Xaieru (liavarra, Spain ) 25th Februa.rr 1976 

At 4:00 p .m. , 5 ch ildren sav a tlat circular tJ1I'O with a transparent 

oupola land in a field. A being some 2 .3 metres tall and dressed 

in black eaerged, took s rev steps and- returned to the oratt . S 
footprints 40 cm in length were later found 1D the ti•lct ( 20 ).  

- Xontreal (Canada) 6th Januaq 1977 

In the heart ot the city, lira .  Xalboeuf sav a ve:ey flat silve%'7 

1 59 



discoidal tJlPO land on a root at �Wld 1 ! 1 5  a.m. 'l'vo huraanoida , 

2 a tall , ver,r sl ender, vith long arms and wearing a vhite one-piece 

garment , emerged and bent down over the edge ot the root. The7 then 

returned to the cratt vhich iamediatel7 took ott. �ing the evening 

ot the same dq ; a frozen surface some 6 m in diameter vas toWld on 

the snow-covered root and, vithin . it ,  4 sl ightly •'" twisted" toot'prints 

soae 1 6  cm long l eading to the edge ot the root where the humanoids 

had been seen ( 24- ) .  

Jadar U .  Pereira has also reported several ether cases , but without 

the 1\Ul details ( 3 8 ). 

2 .  Physical contact 

Physical contact between the observer and the humanoids is l ess 

rare than one might imagine. Here briefly are a tev examples vbioh 

I had no clitticul tt in finding in specialized 1 i terature . 

�uri6ras ( Correze,  France ) 10th September 1954 

'!'his case is ver.r vell-knovn. l«r. ·J.ntoine Ka.zaud, a farmer, vas 

returning home one evening vben, on a sunken road, he came ac�oss 

a
.
•t�angel7 dressed character wearing a helmet. Attar a few 

soothing ges:tures to the vitness , be shook Mr. Ma.zau� tirml.7 

b7 the hand and clasped hill to him • • • He than moved 

into the bushes and a tev seconds later a cigar-shaped craft vas 

seen taking ott behind the trees ( 10, 30 ) .  

C6non (Vienna , Franoa ) 1 7th September 1954 

Xr. Tves David vas cycling along the road around 10 :30 p.m. when 

ha vas auddenl7 overcome lr.r a "tingling" �enaation and had to  
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get off hia bicycle .  Be vas soon oompletel7 pa:alysed and notio.ed 

a dark coloured object landed on the road. A small being approached, 

touched him on the shoulder, made an incomprehensible sound and then 

returned to the oratt , whioh took of a few seconds later at high 

speed. Mr. David immediately regained the uae of hia limbs (3.1 ) .  

Cennina (Province o f  Arezzo , Ital)" ) 1 st November 1954 

Mrs . Rosa Lotti vas walking along a oount� lane on her v" to 
church around 6!)0 p .m. vhen she noticed, iD a small clearing, 

. a spindle-shaped object . ·  resting vertioall7 on the ground. 'l'vo 

small beings about one metre tall approached her. The7 wore 

�elmets and tight-fitting o�e-pieoe garments. The7 had a friendl7 

expression on their faces but snatched �he bunch of flowers she 

vas oarr,ring. Mrs. Lotti immediatel7 ran .oft. A hole in the 

ground vae l ater found where the UFO had stood. Sevt��ral otl)er 

witnesses sav the object shcrtl7 before or after it landed and 

,two young bo7s bad aotuall7 seen Xra. Lotti vi th the humanoids 

in the dist�oe ( 1 1 ) . 

- Venezuela . - end of 1954 

In leas than 3 weeks , there vera 3 oae_es of physical oontaot bet­

ween . men and humanoids which invol vad violence .  On 28th No.vember, 

at 2 a.m. , in a suburb of Caracas , a flat , oiroular and glowing 

UFO obstructed .the road before a lorr,r. The driver, Oustavo 

Gonzal es , got out and found himself taoe to face with a "hair,r 

dwarf" with webbed fingera ·and clava. Be succeeded ·in · catobing 
and even lifting him off the ground. Be estimated his veigbt 
at around 16  kg. The being broke tree izmediatel7 and a struggl e 
began. During the tight , Gonsales tried to defend himself again�t 
the aoratobea with his knife , but the blade slid otf the being. 
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like ott steel • • •  A beam o t  l iBht momentaril7 blinded the vitneaa , 

during vhioh t iae the UFO t ook ott. 

On the night ot 9th December, tvo youths , Jesus Gomez and Lorenzo 

Plores vho had been out hunt ing, noticed a luminous ob3eot in the 

bushes along the 'l'ransandean road. Aa the7 ·approaohed1 4 small 

hair,r beings some 90 om h�gh emerged, graaped · Gomez and tried to 

drag hill into the UFO . nares struok the11 Yi th his Unlo aded gun 

vhioh broke "u it it ha4 struok a rook" but the assailants never­

thel ess released their oaptive . 

jnd then , on . the eventnc ot 1 6th December, in San Carlos ,
_ 

a ••all 

hai17 humanoid aoratohecl and knocked a 7outh , Jeaua Pas , on the 

head before sourr,ring baok to rejoin a diaooidal UFO when other 

vitneaaes approached. 

In each of these three cases 1 the observers were given medical treat­
ment -for the deep scratches they �ad received from the claws of these 
hair,y bellicose unonauts ( 1 6 )  • 

- Sao Francisco de Sales (Minas Gerais 1  Brazil ) 1 6th October 1 957 

· The physical contact in the case . of Antonio Villas Boas was much closer 
and considerably less unpleasant . This case is sufficiently well  knpwn 
and I shall not dwell ·  on it (9 ) .  

- Indian He� (New Hampshire, USA) 19th September 1 96 1  

The case o f  Betty and Barney Hi ll i s  equally well known ( 22 )  • 
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- Pirassununga (Sao Paulo State,  !razil ) 12th Februar,r 1969 

At dawn , llr. Luiz Flozino , a !arm hand, vas dragged !roe his home 

by tvo hair,r and bearded strange beings about 1 .40 metrae tall . 

When he managed to eaoape , a tight broke out and ended when the 

aggressors fled. He ran after thea , caught them and t ied them 

together bt their l ong hair · The tvo humanoids then quiokly 

disappeared into the woods. Several peopl e sav the blows Mr. 

Flozino had received and the signs c! a struggle at the edge ot 

the voods • .  Nr. Flozino ' s  dog,  vhioh had oome within 4 metres ot 

the entit i.s , �rled up into a ·ball wailing. He later retueed 

to enter the vooda and died one month later ( 5 ) . 

- Pasoagoula (Kisaisaippit  USA) 1 1 th October 1973 

I shall not go into the cletaUs ot this well. blown oaae where 

two fishermen were taken aboarcl a UPO, having been seised b.7 the 

shoulders and litted into the or&t't by tvo humanoicla tl oating 

in the air (25 ) .  

- Ori� en Thi,raohe (llane,  !'ranee ) 28th Februa17 1974 

A blaoksmi th on his vq to vork on his motoroyole. found himself 

faoe to taoe with tvo figures wearing helmets vho aeizecl the handle­

bar and urged the witness to svallov a kind ot ohooolat e  bar which 

proved to be t�steless. When �e had done ao , the beings moved av� 

and he vas able to l eave. ·A d.a.rk circular objeot lq in & n earb7 

tield where an area ot tlatt ened graaa vaa later diaoovered (4 ) .  

I shall l eave these examples nov, bu t  11ar17 more similar oases 

have also been reported b7 Jader Pereira ( 39) .  Unless one refutes 

all oases ot physical oontaot outright - vhioh would be no more 
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logical than refut ing all oases ot instant disappe&ranoe - hov can 

one tail to conclude that cert ain humanoids are really and truly 

material ? Some vill perhaps ask themselves , since there would 

seem to be �ditor,r and visual s ensations induced directly 

into the brain , wb7 this shoul d not also be the case- tor tac-

t il e  impreesions.  But , by ao doing, would one not be gratui­

tously introducing an addit ional complexity to the phenomenon ? 
The sanae ot bal ance ·is partioularl.7 implied in the case ot the 

witness vho l ifted the humanoid and estimated his weight . Unless 

one ��pposes that s•veral cervical centres could, ver,r selectively , 

be simultane ously influenced,  the interpretation o&n no l onger be 

the same as tor sight and sound. One would rather have to cons ider 

a hypnotic eftect a false sensations of we ight and touch can in tact 

be suggest ed in a stat e  of hypnosis. 

One can of course conceive that the clos e proximity of a UFO immerses 

the witnesses in a hypnot ic stat e ,  be it by a del iberate act ion o r  

an unintentional seoondar.y ettect o f  the propulsion system. But , 

this is not enough a to suggest tala e  sensations in taot , the hypno­

t ist o rally addressee the subject . So that , it there is no mat erial 

humanoid , vho makes the suggestion ? Earl ier on , I envia&£ed the 

existence ot machines vhioa produce deceptive auditor,r and visual 

impressions . It is perhapa not impoasible that the combination ot 

a hypnotic state induced by a UFO - b.7 means ot an electromagnetic 

field oscillating at an appropriate frequency for instance - and of · 

a suggestion tranamitt•d by a beam of modulat ed microwaves or in 

a parapsychological w.r could create 1n the witness the illusion 

ot the extremely complex s ensat ions which p�•ical contact impl ies .  

But , would thie not b e  going too far into speculation an d  the 

unknown ? .And, in azq. cas e ,  there would have to be some intell i­

gent be ing to construct and program the bypothetioal machine • • •  
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I do however acknowl edge that these beings need not neoessarily 

have a humanoid appearanc e .  This form might be suggested to us 

for instance because the true physical appearance of our vi si tors 

might be too much of a shook for our mind • 

But , above all , one stUl has to explain the footprints and the 

deep scratches re ceived in the three cases of aggressive humanoids 

in Vene zue la in 1 954 . This is why I fee l that a systemat i c  negation 

of the phys ical reality of ufonauts is an att itude of mind t hat serves 

not t o  s implify ,  but rather to compli cate the i nterpre tation of the data. 

This cannot therefore be a good working- hypothe s i s .  

Nature of material humanoids 

To affirm the materiality of certain humanoids st i l l  does not completely 

solve the problem of their nature - far from i t . Several hypotheses 

are poss ible . I have discussed them in detail on previ ous occasions (47 ) 
and shall re fe r  only bri e fly to the main rivals to the clas si cal extra­

terre stri al hypothesi s .  

1 . � :  I find them very unl i ke ly ,  at least not as far as the 

great majority of ufonauts are concerned. It would not in fact be 

rational to give a machine the form of a human bo� , s ince i t s  require­

ments are so completely different to those of a biological be ing. The 

"metal man" is nothing more than an acces sory for the fairground or 

horror films and . has no pract i cal use whatsoever. One could of course 

argue that this form is intended to mislead us . But then why not make 

the.m all stri ct ly i dent ical t o  the .!!2!!!2. s apiens , s o · t hat they would be 

undist ingishable from real Earth-men ? The humanoi ds ' gai t  is fairly 

often described as "jerky" or "mechanical" ,  but this s t iffness could be 

due to an inadequate adaptation to the Earth ' s  gravity . As for the 

metal referred to in the case or the Vene zuelan lorry driver, the knife 

might have struck a space-suit or breast-plate . 
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2. Temporarily material beings : the humanoids th•t Wave been touched 

might have been the momentary "materi alizations "  of "spiritual" or 

"parapeysi cal" entitie s .  Certain authors have also evoked the �th of 

the ''Ele:ment-als " ,  subt le be ings living in the air that can occasionally 

take on a bodily form b1 using the substance of the material world 

( 1 ,  26 , 50 ) .  

Such hypotheses obviously rende r unneces sary the interpretati on o f  on 

the spot disappe arances b,y a p_ro jection of image . These can alsQ 

explain the diversity of types , for these faceti ous entities may perhaps 

take great pleasure in appearing in a number of di fferent gui ses . 

However, they have some major disadvantage s .  First of all ,  they have 

no other r�� ionale than the need to explain the characteristics of the 

humanoids , and are therefore totally gratuitous ( this is , I concede , 

more or less the case of most hypotheses in the UFO fi e ld ) .  

And this is  not the only . flaw in this type o f  hypotheses , which also 

happen to be deplorably va�e and obscure , and one sees in them what 

one wi shes to see .  To e�o�. "other leve ls of frequency or vibration" 

as a possible origin of these e ntities , is thus the same as using 

scient ifi c expressions outside their normal conte xt ,  thereb,y rendering 

them deToid of aey real meaning. And the concepts of "paraph,ysical 

entities" or "parallel universes intermittently interact ing with ours " 

are purely verbose pseudo-explanations that raise more problems than 

they can possibly claim to resolve . The ir underlying complexity no 

doubt e scapes their part ��ans : to consider a �lass of be ings that do 

not share our physi cal nature , or a whole other u_niverse , one must in 

fact i ntroduce int9 our concept of the universe a complete new set of 

laws governing these be ings or this universe . B,y so doing, is one not 

compli cating matters to excess simply to explain a few of the on the 

spot apparit i ons and disappearances and needlessly confus ing a subject 

which is alreadY.. sufficient ly complicated in itself ? 

3. Parapsychologi cal material i zations : · humanoids have been likened 

to ectoplasms , the forms that seem to emanate from the body 
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or mediums during · spiri tualistio seances and that sometimes acquire 

enough substance that they can actually be touched. The source of the 

humanoid phenomenon would therefore lie in the human mind and partisans 

of this hypothesis general � extend it to the UFO phenomenon as a whole. 

I find this analogy between UFOs and the physical phenomena of para­

psychology very 
inoonoluaive1 and there are several reaaons tor this t the number 

of UFOs cannot �e oompared vith the number ot genuine eotoplasmio 

phenomena, the energy in plq in the . oa.ae ot .tJli'Os .is mu.oh greater 

and, lastl7, neither the appearance nor the behaviour ot the � 
phenomenon, including the humanoid phenomenon, correspond to. azi7 
of the UBUal oharaoteristioa of parapqchologioal phenomena, nor 

to ezq pattern familiar to the human mind, vhioh would indeed �e 

surprising were th• latter the cauee.  

Claaaio material ization& (eotoplaams ,  rhoata) in taot have the 

form of the human bo47 (of normal constitution, vhi�h deatro,rs 

any analogy vi th humanoids ) or a part of the human bo47 (handa , 

faoe ) and, leas oommonl7, of that of an animal or familiar 

object , and the7 alvqs take plaoe in & oo.nfined area, 'general17 

in the dark and, in the case of eotoplaama , onl7 in proximit7 of 

a medium in a trance. 

4• 'l'emporal travellers 1 t:JJOa might be "time llaohinea" so that 
our visitors vould in faot be our descendants. Thia hTPoth•sia 
would explain their non-intenention. VerT vell , . but would not at 

all resolve the question ot the 4ivera1t7 of tnea a the prnent 
tenclen07 is rather towards & sloY intermingling Of races &IIODg 

the human apeoies . What is more , here again the �othesis is a 

gratui toua one a the oonoept of travel through time is totall7 al ien 

to aoienoe., and no inclioation independent of the tm:>a pleac1.a in 

favour of ·it a being possible.  One can indeed affirm that the 
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raoent progre ss in theoretical phys ics has shown it to be more 
· ·inconceivabl e than aver. 

5 . Unblown ·.inhabitants or the 'Earth 1 this is the well known 
theme of " seoret sooiet'ies" , of "underground peopl es" t · a  group 
of individuals l iving aside from humanity in vast oaves or sub­
marine bas�s might long .Ago have developed an advanced soienoe . 
But , if one cons iders the ant iquity of the presence of UFOs ,  o.n e 
would have to assume that these peopl es had acquired, and al,aJS 

maintained, a vast l ead over the rest of humanity. Rov ooul d an 
in evitably l �mited group have done so �· This. is the first and 
most s erious difficulty raised by thia hypothesis .  An4 hov is 
i� that their secret has never been penetrat ed, either by the 
disoovar,y of objects or _ doauments belonging to them or indeed 

of on e of their haunts , or by the betr_,al of one of their members ? 
This probl em is equally difficult t o  solve . 

What is a reassuring hYpothes is ? 

The l as t  three hypotheses I have just oited have , deapit'e their 
laok of other qual it ies , a considerable but perhaps unoonsoious 
merit in tbe e.res of many , for they traoe the origin of the UFO 

phenomenon baok . to humanity. Isn ' t  it reas&uring to think that 
the oomlpants · are '' on e of us" , be they our oontemporariea (lo"Po­

the s ia 5 ) or desoendants ( �othesis 4) ? 
And isn 1 t . it flattering to our ego as to think that the human 

mind has suffioien� hidd.en resouroes to give birth to a pheno-
menon �f suoh a prop�ion (hypothesis 3 )  ? 

Hypothesis 2 ,  although no longer, properly ·speaking, anthropocent ric , 
.is at l east still geooentrio a are the "El ament als" att ar all not 
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inhabitants of the Earth like UB ? Even �pothesiB 1 can be quali­

fied &a being reusuringa it one ccn_vinoes oneself that all huma­

nci�s are robots , doed· this not .mean that the �isturbing extra-

terrestrials are not in tact p�esent in person ? 

Let us complete our thought a _it ia tod.q good form tor certain 

u�ologists �0 consi�er the extraterreetrial hypothesis with con­

descension , tor it vould be the fruit more of an emotive ohoioe , 

with ita simple and reassuring character ,  than .ot a rational one .  

But  when l examine alternative �pothesea , I allov �se lf to 

turn the question around• is it not the frantic desire to attri­

bute the UFO phenomenon one war or another to none other than the 

planet Earth,  th&t most surely bears witness of a desire to be 

reassured and to eocape from the possible impli cations of a reality 

which is beyond us (2 1 )? 
I concede · that the almost re ligious concept of " saviors" from outer 

space is very appealing for some people . But the persons who hope an 

interventi on of well-di sposed extraterrestrials in our perturbated world 

are in fact a minority. )loreover,  these "culti sts " ,  as one names them in 

ufology, do  not place the extraterrestrial hypothesis at  its true leve l ,  

for they consider extraterrestrial beings that have a mind structure 

very similar to ours , which is highly unl ikely. In fact , the extra­

terrestrial hypothesi s ,  under a more plausible form, i s  very disturbing, 

for it is very probable that there would be a Br8at difference _ of 

mental leve l between· celestial .visitors and us. Beings that can travel 

from one star to another have almost surely undergone a longer 

biological evolution than us , and
' 

part of their inte lligence .w ould 

transcend ours. 

Hhat could in fact be inore beyond us than the pre sence of not only a 

more developed thoucht , but also one radical ly alien to the terrestrial 

evoluti ve l ine of which we are descendants '? .  Accepting that an 

inte lligent co�municat i on with being� too mentally different from us 
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might be impos sible , or at least dangeroUD - which would e xplain the 

absence of contact - seems much more disturbing t'han acknowledging the 

exi stence of cert ain parapsychological or spiritual powers or of 

be ings of a spiritual nature . The l at ter , although they do not find 

favour wi th the rat i onalists , can at least be integrated without much 

diffi culty into some ·or our philosophical systems . None of these , on 

the other hand , makes the slightest provision for material beings whose 

inte l l i ge nce might be such that p�t of their behaviour would be forever 

incomprehensible to us • • •  

Return to the probl em ot resemblance 

Are the humanoids then, despite their great physical resemblance 

to us , extraterrestrial beings ot superior iritelligenoe ? As tar 

as I knov, there is no oerta1Dt7 of this. Let us concede that 

the resemblance is sometimes marked enough to be disturbing. There 

ia even a type ot humanoid tJ.at awkvardl.7 remin4s one ot an un­

pleasant racial JV.tha tall , fail'-haired, white-skinned, blue qes , 

delicate  features a the nazi oul t of the pu%"8 Arran is not far off 1 
This t7Pe ot entit7 is frequentl7 described 1n oontactee oases , but 

is also observed outside this particular context . And the large 

headed1 1 metre tall humanoid is also disturbing, for he represents 

what , according to some, Man himself might become s an increase in 

.t he cerebral taoul ties might :be accompanied by a degeneration of 

under-used ph7sioal aptitudes and therefore the relative decrease 

in the size ot the bodf to that of the head. · The beauty ideal 

ot the white race on the one · hand, the oar�oature ot tomorrow' s 

Xan on the other a it might be tempt ing to &%plain the appearance 

ot 'both in terms of phantasms of the human mind, but . ,there &re 

tvo serious objections to this interpretat ion. 

The first is of course the e%istsnoe ot elements that testit;r 
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to the materiality et the humanoids ( footprints and phyaioal 

oontaot ) ,  and the seoond ia that , while ,  on the one ·hand, there 

are numerous other types of ufonauta that do not apparently cor­

respond to a prototype of the human suboonaoienoe, there are , on 

the other hand, olasaioal representations of the human imagination 

that do not appear in the humanoid phenomenon. For example,  in 

countries of' Christian belief, the angels with tvo wings on their 

baoka and the horned, oloven-hooted demons are olasaioal ioono­

graphio representations . But , there vas nothing angelic ab�t the 

rare oases of winged utonauta ( see the �the oase described above , 

or the "mothman" for example ) and no homed, oloven-hoofecl. humanoid 

has ever been . seen 

One must therefore look for explanations elsewhere. One oould1 for 

inatanoe1 suppose that the utonauts more or leas resemble us because 

this appearance is not too distur�ing for our minds. This is in 

faot a supposition oommon to two totall7 distinct hypotheaea a either 

our mind filters and unoonsoioualy deforms the images ve see 

that are too troublesome for our balanoe , or the beings that 

govern the UFO phenomenon deliberately, in an effort not to disturb 

our mental balance too muoh, displq a sh�v that is not too alien 

to our oono,pts ,  but nevertheless different enough to what ve know 

to discreetly suggest to us the presence of foreign visitors on 

Earth • 

. A disturbtng, but perhaps more realistio hYpothesis 

Here is yet another possible interpretation of the humanoid pheno­

menon , ·  one that is olearly less reassuring than the previous ones a 

o ertain humanoids - not neoeaaarily all I - ooulcl re all)" and 

truly be men • • •  but men vho have been captured and foroed into 

subjection bT the beings that govern the UP'Oa. Let us assume 

1 7 1  



that these b e ings , tor some �aterial or psychol ogical reason , 

cannot or will not simply through caut ion perhaps - manifest 

themselves on· Earth. Rev than could they go �bout exploring 

the pl anet in detail ? "With the help of remot e  controlled 

robots" is the answer that moat naturally comes t o  m ind. It 
the Earth vera un inhabi�ed, this would surely be th� only poaai­

bility1 but s ince Man exists, I do not think that this is the 

beat solut ion t in the event ot unforeseen ciroumatanoea , a remot e  

controll ed craft will never have as compl et e an d  accurate an appre­

c iation of the s ituation nor as great a weal th ot poss ibl e react ions 

as an intell igent" l iving being who is actually pres ent and has a 

perfect knowl edge ot the place • • •  ainoe he is a native ot it . 

There would be no problem in acquiring the "human raw material• 1 

numerous are thos e  'Who ,. tor a variet7 and often the moat banal ot 

reasons, disappear without trace , without it even being neoessar.y 

to resort t o  �ha
· 

a enaational iatio theme ot the so-call ed "�st erioua 

disappearances" . Nor •ould there be � problem, let ua assume , 

in transforming prisoners into perteotl7 obedient al aves t brain 

washing as ve lcnov it might be no more than a vul gar and outdated . 

technique tor more· evolved beings. So that , tinall7 1 there would 

be no myater,y surrounding the cliveraity et t)"pea ot bumanoid s t  

apart trom the tact that acme o f  them could b e  genuine extraterres­

trial s - and they need not n ecessarily be the ones that resembl e 

us least I - biological manipuia tions could P.rod.uoe "pilot s'' adapted 

to the various types of miss ions • •  just as ve have , by means e t  

mul t ipl e croaa�reeding an d  s elect ion , devel oped
. 

o n e  or another 

apt itude (hunt ing, racing, combat ,- etc • •  ) in the various breeds ot 

dogs . The diversification et the canine species has . spanned thou­

sands ot years , but would beings vhoae biological aoienoe is mora 

advano�d not have succeeded in achieving it in a taw gene�ations ? 

Thia · bTPotheais ve now put torvard could al so explain the absence 

ot formal contact • 
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S ome tvel ve y e ars ago , Aim' Hiohel pro.pos ed a_ s im il a.r  hypothe s is 

(32 ) based on the obs ervat ion that the morphol ogy of humano ids 

pre s ented noth ing to exclude them from the human species , but 

rather more gave the impress ion ot a modified human bo� . The 

original ity of Michel ' s  bypothe's is is based on the supposit ion 

that there are at p resent no extraterrestri al s  near the Earth s 

there would only be an automat i c ,  extraordinarily compl ex machine , 

pl aced in orbit in the sol ar sys t em perhaps thousands · of years 

ago . The UFOs might const itute one o f  the means ot act ion of this 

machine , that woul d t ake human sampl es and gene t i cal.l.Jr man ipula.t e 

them according to an aim predet ermined by its far-off builders . 

On the su� j e c t  · o! humano ids , Aim4 Michel concludes a "Al though 

b e ing only human they might rio l onger be human at e.ll . This 
would expl:.ain the absence of oontaot a cont·aot w i t h  vhom ? There 

is nobo� there • "  

I should add that , no doubt aware o! the shocking nature of his 

hypothes is , Kiohel did not !ollov its possibl e impl icat ions 

through to the end &  oo�d one not as sume , tor exampl e ,  that this 

machine has for some very l ong t ime nov no l onger be en · oontroll ed 

by its buil ders , and that it is " idl ing"1 aiml e ssly and unt iringl.7 

repeat ing op erat ions for which it vas programmed thou sands ot 

y e ars ago ? Thi s  would expl ain the somet imes absurd nature of 

th e behaviour of t h e  ufonaut s who , year after year , go on t aking 

the same el ementary mineral and plant sampl e s . 

I must of course s t ress that this is no more than a hypothe s is .  

As Aime Miohel was himsel f eager to make cl e ar ,  the true explana­

t ion might vell l i e  elsewhere . The absurdity of c ertain humanoid 

act s  is perhaps only a s embl ance associat ed t o  our in comprehension 

of the ir t ru e  s ign ificance , and the repetit ion of the s ame investi­

gat ions could be int erpreted according to a hypo thesis su ch as that 
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put forward by Mr .  Y�rio e  de San ( 1 4 , 1 5 ) . 
Neverthel e s s ,. I feel that the hypothesis I · have just put forward, 

with .A.im4 Miohel' s variant , at least mer:!. ts being l ooked at att en­

t ivel)" . I readily concede that it ie fairly disturbing, but , · 

in the select ion or a working hypothe sis , it is not a subj ec t ive 

criterion or this kind that mus t suide us , but rather the ade­

quat ion of the hypo thesis to the observed fact a .  Bow, it � s eeme 

to me that one canno t  · deny that the present intezl,retation takes 

into account · ZD.allJ" ot the charact eristics ot the humanoid pheno­

menon, without it be ing neoessar.r to introduce new gratuitous 

oonoepts or concepts alien to eoienoe. 

I shall at this point conclude my considerations on the nature 

ot humanoids 1 ver.r aware ot course that I have nowhere near 

exhausted the subj ect . Nor vera the subjects covered intend�d 

to exhaust the question ,  the iritent ion vas only - and this I 

think is important in itselt - to s t imul at e  further considerat ion . 

It in arq cas e s e ems· probabl e to me that the two classical in t er­

pretations ot humanoids u material beings on the one hand ,  and as 

immaterial images on the other , are both inadequate to explain all 

the observed taot a ,  it one wishes to avoid arbitraril7 re jecting 

some ot them . A combinat ion ot the two b7Potheses is probabl7 

nearer the truth . 

Before oonoluding, I shoulcl very much l ike to stress the importance 

and need tor any theory regarding the field o t  UJl)s to remain open , 

that is to s.r, rea4T to accommodate any new .aspects o� the phenomenon 

which come to l ight . This is partioularl7 essential with regard to 

humanoids since the data regarding them are '.relatively iJladequate .  

To consider here and nov the various possible hypothes es neverthel ess 

seems to be 
.
just ifiable and indeed advisabl e as an exeroiae · tor both 

our critical s ense and openness o t  mind. 
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Abstract 

The purpose of this paper is to provide information about a 

technique for uncovering subconscious memories , so that UFO field 

investigators may consider the technique for possible use in investiga-

tions . The pendulum technique is described , with 'references to histori-

cal development and contemporary usage . Procedures are presented for 

learning the use of the pendulum technique , including illustra·tions to 

guide the interested reader . A brief review is presented of the 

literature on field investigation of UFO experiences ; an emphasis is · 

given to the reports of Close Encounters of the Third Kind (CE III) , 

including reports of "loss of time" , or par�al amnesia, which may occur 

during UFO sightings . Results of · using the pendulum technique are 

described in two UFO cases : one case obtained preliminary information 

about a possible "loss of time" experience during a UFO sighting ; the 

second case ob tained preliminary informat ion about a possible "hidden" 
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UFO experience . The UFO cases are presented as examples for preliminary 

investigation of CE III experiences . When f ield investigators obtain 

information about CE III cases , then they are encouraged to consider 

possible arrangements for a consultant in hypno sis to assist UFO 

witnesses in exploring and evaluating their subconscious memories of 

their UFO experiences . 

Key Words 

Close Encounters of the Third Kind ; "Hidden" UFO eXperiences ; 

Hypnot ic procedures ; Ideomotor responses ; "Loss of time" experienc es ; 

Pendulum technique;  Subconscious memories ; Subconscious processes ; 

UFO f ield investigations . 

Introduction 

The purpose of this paper is to provide information about a 

technique for uncovering subconscious memories , so that field invest i­

gators may consider the technique for possible use in their invest igations 

of reports of Unidentif ied Flying Obj ects (UFOs) . The technique may 

be useful in obtaining preliminary information about apparent cases of 

Close Encounters of the Third Kind (CE III ) , according to the classi­

f icat ion system of Hynek (9) .  

The "pendulum technique" is one of several techniques , e . g . , f inger 

and thumb movement s ,  hand levitat ion , etc . , which are employed by 

practitioners of hypnotic procedures in order to utilize " ideomotor 

responses . "  The· term " ideo-motor action" was d ef ined by William James , .  
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an American Psychologist , who used the t erm to describe the following 

observation : if an idea of some ac tion is before the mind , without any 

conflicting idea , then that idea will express itself in action (8) . 

The pendulum technique is based upon the "Chevreul pendulum demon­

stration" (30) . The techniques of ideomo tor responses are used by many 

professional prac t itioners of hypnosis , including the renowned psychia­

tris t and hypnotherapist , Milt �n H. Erickson (5) ; however , authorities 

agree that these techniques should be regarded as a method for exploring 

subconscious informat ion--not as a conclusive test of valid ity of 

obtained informat ion . 

Some hypnotherapeutic uses of ideomotor responses , including the 

pendulum technique , have been described by Cheek & LeCron (2} ; these 

procedures can be used to obtain information about many subconscious 

conditions , e . g . , attitudes about cond i tions which may be related to 

psychosomatic illnesses , obesity , phobias , etc . 

Material and Methods 

In his book on self-hypnotism ,  LeCron (14) provideo a description 

of several methods for exploring and communicating with subconscious 

processes , or the " inner mind . "  He described the pendulum method as 

follows : 

"The pendulum method . The pendulum may be any small light 

obj ect such as a finger ring or an iron washer . A thread about 

eight or ten inches (2Q-25 cm) long is tied to this obj ec t .  

A ball made o f  (plastic) lucite with a short chain attached 

can be purchased and makes an ideal pendulum • • • •  

"The pendulum has b een used for hundreds o f  years as an 
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attempt to foretell the future . Our use of it has nothing 

to do with prognosti�ating . · It is merely a device for gaining 

.information from the subconscious mind . It is by far the 

easiest and quickest way of learning the causes of emotional 

illnesses and other conditions . 

"This technique has been . taught to several thousand physi­

cians by a small group of physicians , dentists ,  and psycholo­

gists known as Hypnosis Symposiums . It has been used in 

thousands of cases to great advantage , its users including 

a number of psychiatrists . 

"In using the pendulum you should hold the thread or chain 

between the thumb �nd foref inger , with your elbow resting on 

the arm of your chair , or on a desk, or perhaps on your knee . 

The weight then darig�,es freely . 

"Four basic d irections of movement of the pendulum are possible . 

These are a clockwise circle, counter-clockwise circle , back 

and forth across in front of you or in and out away from you . 

The inner mind can be asked to make . its own selection of 

movements .  One is to signify �' another .!!2.. A third 

should mean I don ' t · know, and . the fourth I do not want to 

answer� the quest ion. This last may indicate resistance and 

is therefor� important . 

"You may specify the meaning of each movement ,  but it is 

better to let the · subconscious make its own selec tions . This 

seems to bring better cooperation on its part . It also shows 

you that the subconscious does think and reason. 
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1.1Holding the pendulum , you should voluntarily move it in 

each of the four directions , then hold it motionless and ask 

which is to mean �· In doing this no words are usually 

necessary . You merely think the request .  The subconscious 

is asked to select any of the four motions which is then to 

represent an aff irmative reply . You might work your request 

this way--'My subconscio�s is to select one of these four 

motions of this pendulum to mean � in answer to questions . ' 

The pendulum will work better if you watch it . 

·�sually it will ·start to move within a few seconds , but 

sometimes it may take a moment or so to 'warm up the motor . '  

If it does not start to swing very quickly , think tbe word 

.I!!. to yourself several t imes . Be sure you do not move the 

pendulum voluntarily .  Try to hold it still , but you will f ind 

it will move of its own accord . If you still f ind_ there is 

no movement , have someone else · ask the questions to establish 

the four movements for reply. 

"When your affirmative response has been set ':'P , ask for 

selection of another motion to mean E£, then for one of the 

two remaining ones to mean I don ' t  know.· The ·fourth will 

then represent not wanting to answer • . 

. �'Probably you . will find this very interesting • . Many �eople 

exclaim in surprise as' the pendulum swings in answering . 

Movements may be somewhat slight , but usually the ·arc of 

.,the swing is long and very definite . 

"There is nothi�g magical in this . It merely shows to the 
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mos t  skeptical that the inner mind does think and reason , 

and also that it i� able to control muscular movement s .  The 

subconscious continually controls such movements . As you 

read t his . it is Jontrolling your breathing muscles . When you 

walk you do not think of all the movements involved and the 

neces sary coordination , although you had to learn these as a 

child . Af ter you had prac ticed a bit , had fallen many t imes , 

you set up a cond itioned reflex and your subconscious took 

over control of all the muscles involved . Your movements 

in walking then became involuntary . The same is true in 

learning to typewrite .  Your typing would b e  very slow if 
you had to think consc iously of the typewriter keys and 

how to strike them. 

"Almost everyone will f ind that the pendulum will move for 

them .  I f  i t  does not for you , i t  i s  almo s t  cer tainly a 

�ign of resistanc e .  Your subconscious may f eel tha t you 

wish to learn something from it which it is no t ready to 

let you know . "  

LeCron described two maj or limitat ions of the pendulum technique : 

1 .  An ideomotor response may occur because an individual is so 

highly motivated that he or she af fects the movement of the pendulum. 

For example , LeCron (13) (14) described a study which was conducted with 

402 pregnant women who were asked by their physicians to use ideomo tor 

responses to indicate the sex of the unborn child ; 360 or 90% correc t 

responses were given , including three sets oi twins ; of the 42 who gave 
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Figure 1 
Prac t ice the f our 

responses : " In and 

ou t f rom · elbow ; " "Back 

and f o rth in f ront of 

elbow ; " " Clockwi se ; "  and 

" Count er-c lockwis e . " 

Figure 2 

Pos i t ion o f  arm and hand 

for conduc t ing the Pendulum 

Tec hn ique . 

F igure 3 
Allow subconsc ious cho ic e 

of the f our r esponses to 

ind icate the four s ignal s : 

"Yes ; "  "No ; "  "I don ' t  know : "  

"I don ' t  wish to say . " 



incorrect responses , 28 had been asked to state · their preferenc e ;  26 

of these 28 women responded in such a way that the sex of the unborn 

child was indicated as that of the preferred sex.  LeCron concluded 

that the maj ority of incorrect responses may have resulted from the 

conscious preference of the participants .  

2 .  The subconscious processes of the "inner mind" respond in a 

literal manner to mental questions . For example , an UFO observer might 

ask: "Can I f ind out if I saw f ingers on the hands of the UFO occupants?"  

The pendulum response might ind icate the answer : "Yes . "  This response 

llOUld be interpreted as follows : ''Yes , I can find out . "  It does not 

necessarily mean : ''Yes , I saw f
.
ingers on the hands of the UFO occupants . "  

Further questioning and responding would b e  necessary in order to obtain 

information which would indicate whether the UFO observer believes (at 

the "subconscious" level of awareness) that be or she saw fingers on 

the bands of UFO occupants . 

If an UFO investigator has played "Twenty Questions , "  or similar 

parlor games , be or she Would be aware that general topics should be 

approached initially; then , after internal consistency of general 

answers is checked by varying the questions , more specific topics could 

be pursued �  The usual guidelines apply for conducting an investigative 

interview (22) , including the suggestion that ample opportunity be given 

to uro witnesses to rest their arms and hand s l 

UFO Investisation. If a f ield invest igator were to explore the 

possible use of the pendulum technique in UFO invest igation ,.  t�en he/she 

could follow these procedures , using himself or herself as the subj ect 

or participant : 
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A. Construct a pendulum of string and an iron washer or ring . 

(A plastic luc ite ball , with chain ,  can be purchased from 

the Wilshire Book Company , Div . X,  8721 Sunset Blvd . , 

Hollywood , CA 90028 , USA'. ) 

B.  Practice the pendulum technique,  using the four voluntary 

movements of the pendulum :  clock-wise circle ; counter-clock­

wise circle ; in and out from the elbow; and back and forth 

in front of the elbow. 

C. Allow the subconscious processes to "select" the signals , or 

responses , to the four ques tions : 

What is my response for ''Yes"? 

What is my response for "No"? 

What is my · response · for "I don ' t  know'.'? 

What is my response for "I don ' t  wish to say"? 

D .  Record all questions and responses ;  check occasionally t o  con­

f irm the reliability or consistency of the signals . 

E.  If there is a change in the pendulum movements and conespond­

ing signals , recheck the responses until reliability or con­

sistency of the signals is established . S ignals can be checked 

by asking oneseif general questions which have "known" answers ,  

e . g . , "Do I have brown eyes?" "Am I 40 years of age?" ''Do I 

live at 321 Concourse Avenue?" 

F.  When the reliability of signals is established , quest ions can 

be asked to explore the possib ility of "hidden" UFO experiences 

(17 ) . For example : 
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Sam.�le Pendulum Res�onses 

Signals 1st Res�onse 2nd Res�onse 3rd Res�onse 

(Y) Yes 

(N) No -
(DK) Don ' t � Jl ) 

Know � � ...:"' (DWTS ) Don ' t  wish to say 

Sam.�le Questions about "Hidden" UFO Ex�eriences 

Res�onse 

y 

y 

N -

N 

N 

Questions 

1 .  Do I have a subconscious memory o f  an event 

which is important to me , but which I cannot 

recall consc iously? 

(If No , try aga in . ) 

2 .  I s  there a memory o f  tha t important event which 

will be available to me in the near future? 

(If No , try again. ) (If cons istently Yes to 

#1 and No to # 2 ,  go on to #2A. ) 

2A .  Is there some method which I can follow so 

that I can obtain a memory of that important 

event ?  

(If Yes , cont inue t o  ask quest ions about the 

method for gaining information . )  

3 .  Did this important event occur to me when I 

was 20-25 years of age? (Continue unt il age 

is indic ated . )  

15-20 years of age? 

1Q-15 years of age? 

188 



y 

y 

y 

N 

y 

y 

y 

Response 

-

Quest ions 

5-10 years o f  age? 

8-10 years of age? 

9-10 years of age? 

4 .  Do · I know subconsciously if there were o ther 

unusual events? 

(If Yes , explore the dates of tho se events . )  

5 .  Do I have a subconscious memory of this event 

in connec t ion with a strange looking person 

or persons ? 

6.  Do I have a subconscious memory of an UFO 

experience? 

7 .  I s  i t  alright for my subconscious mind to 

provide more informat ion about any UFO experi-

ence? 

8.  Etc . 

If the field inves tigator obtained "Yes " to the quest ions about 

"strange looking person or persons" ,  or "subconscious memory of an 

UFO experienc e'' , then he/ she may wish to par ticipate in a research 

study by writing to Dr . James A. Harder (2808 Hilgard S treet , nerkeley , 

CA, 947 09 , USA. ) Harder ,  and Jtm and Coral Lorenzen (Aerial Phenomena 

Research Organization , 3910 E. Kleindale Rd . ,  Tucson , AZ ,  85712 , USA) , 

have encouraged APRD f ield inves tigators to consider the use of the 

pendulum technique to explore "hidden" UFO experiences (17 ) . 
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These researchers have found that there may be many UFO abduct ion 

experiences which are repressed, or "hidden" , from the conscious memories 

of UFO witnesses ; these subconscious memories 9ften eau be recovered 

through hypnotic t ime r egressi� procedures . 

Of course, . any experienced UFO investigator recognizes that there 

are risks of biasiDg or giving inappropriate suggestions to an UFO 

witness through the efforts of an inexperienced practitioner of hypnot ic 

procedures ; these same risks are inherent in the inappropriate use of 

the pendulum technique. 

However , if careful procedures are followed in using the pendulum 

technique, then preliminary information may be obtained about possible 

CE Ill experiences. For many witnes se� the experiences of encounters 

with UFO occupants are frightening experiences (15) (16) ; if field 

investigators obtain informat ion which indicates that encounters and/or 

"abductions" have occurred , then they may wish to consider arrangements 

for a consultant in hypnos is to assist the UFO witnesses to explore and 

evaluate their subconsc ious memories of the UFO experiences . 

Any interested field inves tigator can obtain a copy of a paper ,  

"Hypnotic Time Regression Procedures in
,
the Investigation of UFO Experi­

ences" , by writing to the author . The paper appeared as an appendix in 

the book by Lorenzen & Lorenzen� Abducted ! (25) and can be used as a 

guide for f ield invest igators ,  UFO witnesses , and consultants in hypnosis 

who investigate UFO experiences . 
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Results 

This section provides two cases of UFO investigat ion in which the 

pendulum technique was used as an , initial method for obtaining prelim­

inary information about apparent CE III experiences . 

In Case #1 , the pendulum technique was used initially because the 

UFO witness expressed doubt about continuing with. the agreement to 

participate in hypnot ic procedures ; the pendulum technique was used to 

obtain information about subconscious memories of an apparent UFO 

experience, and as a means of preparing the UFO witness for further 

use of hypnot ic procedures in the interview. 

In Case # 2 ,  the pendulum technique was used by the participant as 

a 11self test" to determine which responses would occur on items of a 

questionnaire about "hidden" UFO experiences . The participant was 

surprised at his responses , and be �equested assistance through hypnot ic 

procedures so that he could learn more about the significance of his 

obtained responses . 

These cases are presented as examples of the uses of the pendulum 

technique in UFO invest igation . The cases are used as illustrations 

for exploring subconscious information about UFO experiences , so that 

results from o ther methods of investigation can be compared with the 

preliminary information obtained from the use of the pendulum technique . 

Case # 1 : Sst . Herbert SchirmeL The UFO sighting of Herbert L. 

Scbirmer (then serving as a policeman in Ashland , Nebraska , USA) occurred 

on December 3 ,  1967 ; the case was inves tigated by the "Condon Commit tee" 

OJFO Proj ect ,  University of Colorado - Boulder , direc ted by the late 

191 



Dr .  E. u .  Condon , Pro f essor of Physic s ) � The Condon Commi t tee had in­

vited t he author to a d iscuss ion on t he po s s ible uses of hypno t ic 

procedures with UFO observers ; at tha t meeting , the dec ision was made 

that Sgt . Schirmer would be inv�ted for an interview with the Commi t t ee ;  

the interview also would serve a s  a demonstrat ion o f  the use o f  hypno t i c  

procedures wi th a n  UFO witnes s  who had experienced a pos s ible "loss of 

time" , or part ial amnes i a ,  during a UFO s ight ing (3 ) . Later , add i tional 

inf orma tion was reported by o t he r  inve s t igators (18) . 

The following repo r t  was subm i t t ed to the Condon Committee in 

March 1968 . A copy of the repor t ,  with related d i scus s ion , was pre­

sented in a chapter in the book by Lorenzen and Lorenz en , Encount er s  

with UFO Occupan t s  (23) . 
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Introduct ion 

This report presents , for your cons idera tion, the personal impressions 

of the wri ter which have resulted from the February 1 3 ,  1968 , inte rview 

with Sergeant Herbert Schirme r ,  policeman from Ashland , Neb raska . The 

report is co(lcemed with personal impress ions for two main rea�ons : 

(1) The b iases of the wri ter ; and ( 2) the purpose of the wri te r .  

�· Th e  writer believes . that there i s  suff icient empirical 

�vidence to support the views that the following phenomena exist : hypno tic 

t �cesses or varying levels of .awareness ; extrasensory percep tion and 

psychok inetic processes ( ESP or .E.!! processes) ; and spacecraft ( " flying 

saucers") from extra te rres trial sources which are controlled by intelli­

gent �eings who seem to be conducting an intens ive survey o f  the e•rth . 

Because these views are differen t from those of many pe rsons in 

contemporary society , the writer offers h is impress ions with the recog­

nition that other observers �y have obtained different , and even con­

flic ting impress ions , of the inte rview with Sgt.  Schirme r .  

Purpose . The purpose of the write r is to present a subj ective 

evaluation o f  the information obtained during the interview . -The wri te r 

recognizes tha t he was only one of many observers and that the recordings 

of the interview can serve as much mo re reliab le indicators o{ the events 

which transpired . 

Hopefully , the tone o f  the report is non-technical , pe rsonal , and 

subj ective , so that the reader may compare this one point of view with 

the many other kinds of information : interview recordings , pe rsonali ty 

assessment and evalua tion , observations and conclus ions of o ther observe rs , 

and previous tes timony from o the r persons . 
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Impressions of Sgt . Schirmer 

My first impress ion of Sgt . Schirmer was s imilar to that which I 

have received from other persons who report UFO sigh tings : an uncertainty 

on their part about whether their story wil l be believed or whether they 

will be viewed by a psychologist as being "confused" or "crazy . "  After 

initial introductions , a short discuss ion was held in the Woodbury Hall 

.offices . Those who were present included : Ahrens , Craig� Schirme r ,  

Sprinkl e ,  Wadaworth , and Wlaskin . (Later , Dr. Hallack McCord , Psycholo­

gis t from De�ver ,  appeared as an observer . )  

Verbal and Non-Verbal Behavio r .  Sgt . Schirmer gave the appearance 

of being pleasant and cooperative , aware of the possible sign ificance of 

his role in the proceedings , and willing to submit himself to ques tions 

about the UFO sigh ting . 

At times , he seemed to have some hes itation in choos ing the words he 

wished to use . ( E . g. , he changed from "craft" to "object" on some occa­

sions , as if to mimic the terminology of others who were present  at the 

morning introductory mee ting. ) 

I considered him to be of average or above-average intelligence , 

with an average educational background . He p resen ted himself as a con­

scientious policemen who had a sixth sense or intuition about crime 

detection ;  he also seemed to gai� satisfaction from the occas ional need 

for violence in his woTk , although he spok' favorably about the use of 

MACE. He seemed fairly relaxed , although he · and Chief Wlaskin said they 

were tired from two days and nights of police �uty . 

Relat ionship with Chie f Bill Wlaskin. I viewed the relationship o f  

the two policemen as being close and comfo rtable . It seemed that 
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Chief Wlaskin took a spe cial inte res t in the proceedings , as if he wan ted 

to be certain that his sergean t would be treated fairly and cons iderate ly . 

Sgt . Schirme r  gave the impress ion that he was a t rustworthy observer and 

an excellen t  policeman , and he seemed to be pleased with the suppo rt ing 

comments which he rece ived from his supe rio r  office r .  They we re friendly 

with one ano ther,  and they seemed pleased wi th the " f irs t name" basis 

established among the UFo Projec� pe rsonnel and themselves . 

Descript ion of the UFO Sigh t ing. .During the initial discuss ion , Herb 

was willing to sketch a diagram on the blackboard to represent the Ashland 

community and the location of ttie m s igh ting:  The info rmation he sub­

mitted seemed consistent with what  had b een told to me by Roy Craig and 

Jim Wadsworth . Kerb seemed to gain conf idence from the general accep tance 

of his s tory ,  and he seemed to become less apprehensive about the pro­

ceedings pl anned for the afternoon . 

React ion to Se tting and Participants . I saw Sgt.  Schirme r ' s  reac tions 

as an indication that he wished to cons ide r himself courageous but was 

no t confident enough to admit his own doub ts and fears . ·Just prio r  to 

the af ternoon sess ion , which was to be conduc ted in the Counseling Cente r 

of the S tudent Personnel Services , . I  learned from John Ahrens that He rb 

was very doub tful about whe the r  he would undergo hypno tic techniques . 

In looking back upon the events , I believe it would have been be t te r  

t o  utilize hypno t ic techn iques with Herb during the morning session ; thes e 

p rocedures could have been used to relax him and to orien t h im to the 

procedures ,  as well as to facil i tate trance in troduc tion in the aft e rnoon . 
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However , .because of his fatigue-and because I j udged our rapport to be 

sufficient--! decided to wait until the af ternoon in te rview, so tha t all 

observers could s ee what migh t develop "from scratch . "  (Of cours e ,  

experts in the use o f  hypnosis ·bel ie
.
ve that the total relationship is a 

factor in the ease and productivity of using hypno t ic techniques , so tha t 

the mo rning discuss ion undoubtedly influenced the even ts . of the afternoon 

session . )  

Sgt . Schirmer seemed to b e  faced wi th conflict ing wishes : the des ire 

to be seen as a competen t observer and courageous policeman versus the 

desire to be considered "his own man" rather than a puppe t which could be 

controlled through suggestion or hypnosis . 

Reaction to Inte rview and Inte rviewe r .  Th e  crux o f  the apparent 

con flict occurred when I handed Sgt . Schirmer the copy of the release 

form* for h im to s i gn .  His hes i ta t ion appeared to s tem from his wish  to 

be caut ipus and pruden t as well as from anxiety and doub t about the use of 

hypno tic technique s .  

Because h is concern was s o  e�iden t ,  and because I did not wish to 

j eopardize the entire sess ion by allowing him to discon tinue the inter­

view , I decided to utilize the pendulum technique . Although the re is 

disagreement among experts about the reliab il ity of subconscious informa­

tion obtained by the .pendulum technique , there is general agreemen t that 

*A fo rm wh ich contained a statement that the University of Colorado would 

be released from legal re spons ib il i ty for any bo thersome e ffec ts of the 

hypnotic p rocedures .  
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it can be util ized as a method of o�taining concen t ration ;  relaxation , 

and preparation for deeper le�els o f . awareness . 

He rb seemed willing to use the pendulum, and h.e expressed amazemen t 

at h is reactions and at the s ignals which seemed to be related to the 

ques tions being asked . 

Impressions of Info rmation Ob tained From the In te rview 

Those attending the afte rnoon session included Ahrens , Condon, Craig , 

Hallack McCord , _ S chirme r ,  Sprinkle , Wadsworth , Walskin , and the psycho­

logist , Bob Fenner ,  who was to adminis ter personality test s  to Sgt .  Schirmer 

on Wednesday , Feb�uary 14 . Although I assumed that a tape recording (and 

perhaps video tape recording) o f  the in terview was being conducted,  I took 

b rief notes to use as a bas is f�r conduc ting the in te rview. (See Appendix. )  

Information Fr6m Pendulum Techn iques 

The responses ob tained f rom the pendulum technique sugges ted that 

Sgt . Schirmer was aware , at a .deeper level of consciousness , of further 

information about the UFO sightin g .  However ,  info rma tion also indicated 

that there was subconscious uncertaipty about divulging those memories . 

Techniques were used to :11placate" the subcons.cious · resistance and to 

"persuade" Herb tha t he could obtain further information from these levels 

of awareness.  When it was obvious that Herb was deepening the trance 

state , suggestions were o f fe red th4t he could relax , go deeper into the 

t rance s tate , recall and describ e  "the even ts wh ich took place during the 

UFO stghting . 

Information From Hypno tic Sess ion . Althou·gh t.here was apparent 

e f fo rt involve d ,  Herb responded to the suggestions that he could describe 
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the even ts that took place during the UFO sighting. He s tated that a 

bright ligh t  had shone from t he obj e c t  upon the car and that he saw a 

"white blurred obj ec t" which came toward the car . He said tha t he felt h(:• 

was in communication with someone in the obj ect � and that he also fel t the 

communication was in effect during the in terview. 

When S g t .  Schirmer said that he felt it would be "wrong" to say any­

thing else un t il the "proper time and proper place ,"  r" had the dis t inc t 

imp ress ion that nothing more could be done to· change his attitude . Never­

theless , I offered suggestions to see i.f he migh t  " imagine " the proper t ime 

and p lace ; because o f  his res is tance , I believed i t  bes t  to discontinue the 

hypnotic session and allow h im to return to the normal state of awareness .  

During the. post  hypnotic sess ion , He rb o ffered many commen ts in 

response to que s t ions from the observers . Although his statements had a 

"ring o f  truth"  to them, he did not seem to know how or where he had 

received the information which he was submi t t ing to us . 

Comparison of "Old" and "New" Information . The info rmation which 

was obtained. during the interview did not seem to be incons isten t with 

that information which had been obtained from previous investigation of 

Herb ' s s tory .  However ,  the "new" informat i
.
on certainly seemed unusual by 

mos t s tandards of  comparison . The references to "sis te r  ships , " "electrical­

magne tic force , "  " force of  gravity , "  "from another galaxy , "  " friendly 

inten tions "  of beings whose "purpose is ' to preven t earth people f rom 

destroying the earth" were differen t from the earlier descrip t ions of the 

UFO sigh t in g .  

Although these te rms are n o t  un.familiar t o  anyone who i s  interested 

in UFO reports , the "new" information raises many ques tions about the UFO 
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sigh t in g  and the UFO observer . 

Interpretations About the "New" Information . I believe that the re 

are four general in te rp re tations which migh t be  made in regard to the 

obtained information : 

1 .  Th e  informa t ion comes from a person who is emotionally dis turbed 

and in need of psycho logical evaluation and psycho therapeutic 

treatment .  This interpretation .suggests that the additional 

informa tion resulted from hallucinatory and/or other patho logical 

reactions . A cl inical psychologist or psychiatrist migh t utilize 

various approaches to de termine if this in terp re tation is the 

mo re likely explanation . 

2 .  The information comes from a pe rson who is del iberately lyin g .  

Th is interp re tation suggests that the additional information was 

offered to perpetrate a hoax. A polygraph test might be 

utilized to determine i f  this inte rpre tation is the mo re l ikely 

explanation . 

3 .  The information comes from a person who is responding to �the 

consc ious or  subconscious wishes of  the interviewer to submit 

certain information . This interp re tation sugges ts that the 

informa t ion resulted from the �nte rviewer-interviewee relation­

ship . Another interviewer or interviewers might be util ized to 

see if the information is reliably ob tained or whe ther o ther 

informa t ion might be submit ted . 

4 .  The information comes from a person who is reliably reporting 

events which he perceive s  as a part of his experience . Th is 

inte rp re tation suggests tha t  the information is " re liable . "  
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( I t  is "true , " in the expe rience o f  the obse rver . )  

I n  my opinion , the fourth o r  las t in te rp re tation is more like ly to be 

an adequate explanation of all of  the impress ions I rece ived during my 

observations and interactions wi th Herb Schirme r .  Howeve r ,  the latter 

in terp retation raises more ques tions than it answers : How did he ob tain 

the info rmation? Why did he ob tain the information? From whom did he 

obtain the �nformat ion? For what purpose migh t the in format ion be used 

by Sgt . Schirme r ?  For what purpose might the informat ion b e  used by UFO 

invest igators ? Are there methods or techn iques wh ich can be used to 

ve rify the ob tained information? 

Summary and Conclus ions 

In summary , the use of the pendulum te chnique and hypno tic te chniques 

resul ted in additional information from Sgt . Schirmer about the exp e ri� 

ences which he reports in regard to his UFO s ightin g .  The info rma t ion 

indicates tha t Sgt . Schirmer no t only clai'lnS to have observed a low-level , 

hovering UFO , _ but that he also claims to have expe rienced the following 

even ts :  

(A) Observat ion o f  a brigh t  ligh t  which was emi tted from the obj ec t  

and which shone upon the police squad car . 

( B )  Observation o f  a white, blurred objec t , apparen tly an intelligen t 

organism, wh ich came from the object  and app roached the car.  

(C) "Conversat ion" with the whi te ,  blurred object  by some means o f  

mental commun ication. 
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(D) Apparent mental contact ,  during the in terview , with the person 

or  being with whom he communicated during the UFO sigh t in g ,  including a 

descrip tion of the activities and purposes of the UFO occupants . 

(E) Apparent men tal con tact , during the interview, with the UFO · 

occupants and the resul tant belief that furthe r information could be 

obtained at the "proper t ime and proper p lace . "  

( F) · Apparen t convict ion that the additional information is valid , 

but with no sup porting tvidence of the source or validi ty of the addi­

tional information . 

In conclusion , I believe that the interview demonstrated that hypno-

tic techniques can be utilized for the purpose of ob taining further 

information about UFO s ightings from UFO observers .  Also , in S gt .  Schirmer ' s  

case , I believe that the additional information serves as a basis for 

explaining the apparent "loss of time" which was repo rted in the ori ginal 

description of the UFO · sigh ting .  However ,  the addit ional information also 

raises further quest ions about the source , me thod , and purpose of communi­

cating the  additional information . 

In my op inion , the events described by Sgt . Sch irme r are " t rue" in 

his experience ; however ,  I believe that the preosent evidence does  no t 

answer the ques tions regarding the source , method , and purpose  of communi­

cating the additional information . 
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APPENDIX 

No tes on the February 1 3 ,  1968, Interview·  

With Sgt . Sch i rme r  

(Although the following s tatements are only a n  approximation o f  the 

actual interview, they serve as the bas is for many of the interpre t ive 

commen ts o f  the repo rt . )  

Use o f  the Pendulum Technique 

The following s ignals were el icited for in terp re t iQn of the - ideo-

motor responses : · 

1 Yes 
- No 
� I don ' t know 
41 ·I don ' t  wan t to say 

( Cf .  LeCron , L. M. Sel f­
Hypno tism. Englewood Cliffs , 
NJ , 1964 . Pp • .  33-36 . ) 

Interpre tations Responses Questions 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

l�o 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

' 

' 
l 
1 

' 

' 
' 
l 

l 

1 .  Did I expe rience aaUFO sigh ting on 
December 3 ,  196 7 ?  

2 .  Is there mo re information available? 

3 .  Is there mo re subconscious information? 

4. Are the recollect ions · o f  the event accurate?  

S .  Are there some details which are no t 
accurate? 

6 .  I s  there · a discrepancy in " t ime"· between 
the sigh ting and the end of the s ight ing? 

7. Am, I aware of wha t happened? 

8 .  Did I place my cap in the rear  of the car? 

9 .  Did I put my cap to my. side? 

10 . Did I put on the emergency b rake ?  

· 11 . Was the emergency brake on when I got back 
into the vehic le ? 

12 . Am I willing to go into a deeper level? 
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Interpre tations Responses Que stions 

No 1 3 .  Is this concern because of what I migh t 
f ind out?  

No 14 . Did I turn off  the ignit ion swi tch of the 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

No 

Yes 

' 
1 

I 

I 

1 
I 

l 

I 

1 

' 

I 

car? 

15 . Did the car engine s tall or s top ? 

16 . Do I b elieve the re is a re lationship 
b e tween the obj ect and the engine failure? 

1 7 .  Did I turn o f f  the headlights ? 

18 . Did the headlights go o f f  during the 
s ighting? 

19 . Did I remember having an impulse to take my 
gun out ( o f  the hols ter) ? 

20.  Did I take the gun out ?  

21 . Was I preven ted from taking the gun out? 

22 . I f  I had no t been prevented , would I have 
taken the gun out? 

2 3 .  Do 1 believe I was preven ted ( from takin g  
the gun o u t  o f  the hols te r) by someone in 
the obj ec t ?  

24 . Do I believe I was i n  communication with 
someone in the obj e c t ?  

25 . Do I believe a l ight was shown to me from 
the obj ec t ?  

26 . Do 1 believe the l igh t has some thing to do 
with the welt on my neck? 

2 7 . Do I bel ieve the welt  was assoc iated with 
my being in a trance state? 

28 . Do I believe I en te red the obj ect?  

29 . Do · I bel ieve someone approached me from 
the obj e c t ?  

30 . Do I believe my mind was being searched 
from something or someone in the obj e c t ?  
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Interpretations Responses Que s t ions 

Yes I 

No 

No -

Yes t 

Yes t 

No -

I don ' t know 

31 . Do I believe I communicated with someone 
in the obj e c t ?  

32 . Do I remember the communicat ion o r  conversa­
t ipn? 

3 3 .  I f  I went deepe r ,  could i remember? 

34 . Do I b elieve tha t  someday someone might 
commun icate with me again? 

35 . I f  anothe r  obje c t  were to come , would I be 
willing to communicate with someone? 

36 . Was there a feel ing of fear during the 
sigh ting? 

3 7 . Was there a feel ing of fear after the 
s igh ting? 

Break in Ques tioning 

Sgt . Sch irmer described some o f  his reactions af ter the s ighting : he 

said that he drank two cups of  hot ,  s teaming co ffee " l ike it  was water" ; 

he claimed that he often experienced a "ringing , "  "numbness , " · "buzzing" in 
his . ears before going to sleep (around 1 : 30 a . m. or 2 : 00 a . m . ) ; he 

believed he had experienced p recognitive dreams ( e . g . , he dreamed about 

the death of a man he had visited ; and after the dream ,  he found the man 

was dead) ; h e  said he fel t  conce rn and "hurt" s ince the UFO s ighting ; he 

described dis turbances in h is sleep , including incidents i n  wh ich he 

awoke and found that he was "choking" h is wife and "handcuffing" his 

wife ' s ankle and wris t ;  he said that h is wife some t imes woke up during 

the night and placed his gun elsewhere so that it  was no t in his boots 

beside h is bed where he had been keeping i t .  
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Interpretation Responses Questions 

Yes J 38 . When I first saw the obj ect , did I have 
an impulse to ge t the mike (microphone of 
the police car radio) ? 

Yes I 39 . Did I reach for the mike? 

Yes ' 40 . Did I take hold of  the mike ?. 

I don ' t  know _)C 41 . Did I p ress the mike· but ton? 

No 

Yes l 
Yes I 

Yes I 

No -

I don ' t  want to say #/ 

Yes l 

I don ' t  want to say 1/. 
Yes 

Yes 

I don ' t  know 

I don ' t  know 

No 

' 
' 

42 . Did I attempt to speak over the radio? 

43 . Do I believe I was prevented from speaking? 

' 44 . Do I bel ieve I was prevented from press in g  
the mike button ?  

45 . Do I believe I was prevented ( from press ing 
the mike button) by something or someone 
in the object?  

46 . Do I remember anything which was said to 
me during .the sighting? 

4 7 .  Do I remember see ing anything o r  anyone 
emerge from the obj ec t ?  

4 8 .  If  I d i d  wan t to say ,  would I say that I 
saw something emerge from the obj ect?  

4 9 .  Was it a phys ical obj ect? 

50.  Was it  a ligh t  from the object?  

51 . Did a figure or pe rson emerge f rom the 
obj ec t ?  

5 2 .  Did t h e  figure or pe rson come t o  the car? 

53.  Was there mo re than one figure o r  pe rson? 

54 . Did I have my eyes closed (at the . time) ? 

(Because Sgt . Schirme r  obviously was going 4eepe r into a trance s tate , 

at th is point in the in�ervi ew ,  it was suggested to h im that he could 
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relax, go deepe r  into the trance s tate ; then it was sugges ted that he could 

" b k" in go ac memory to the expe riences o f  the UFO sighting and to talk 

about these events . 

( After several minutes of app,aren t e f fort , Sgt . Schirme r  began to speak 

and to describ e  what he said were his reac tions to the events o f  the UFO s igh ting . 

A Summary o f  Sgt . Schirme r ' s  Statemen ts 

During the Hypno tic Ses s ion 

Sgt . Schirmer claimed that the following events were among those  that 

occurre d :  a b righ t  ligh t  came from the obj ect  and shone upon the car ; a 

"white , blurred obj ect" approached the car and then faded away ; then the 

craft moved upward , back and forth ; a weird sound came from the obj ect ; a 

b righ t  red-orange glow came from beneath the objec t ;  and then the obj ec t  

" shot" s traight u p  and o u t  of sigh t .  

Sgt . Schirmer then s tated that h e  felt i t  would be "wrong" to say 

more unt il the "prope r  t ime and proper place . "  ( Sugges tions were given 

that he might conside r ,  in imagination ,  what could be the p roper time and 

place ; howeve r ,  he did no t accep t the sugges tions , and it was decided to 

discontinue the que s t ioning in the trance s tate . Sugges tions were given 

to Sgt . Schirme r  that he could remembe r the events  of the UFO s ight ing and 

that he �ould return comfortably to the normal state without any ill 

effects from the trance s tate . )  

Summary of Sgt . Sch irme r ' s Statements 

After the Hypno t ic Sess ion 

Sgt . S chirmer responded to various ques tions from those presen t , and 

he offered comments about his reactions to the trance s ta te . 
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Chie f Wlaskin discussed the even ts rela ted to a vis i t  by a 

Dr . Ge rald Brews ter , a psychia tri s t  who exp ressed h is in te res t in the 

que stion of whethe r any o f  the three o f fice rs would have f ired his gun at 

an UFO . 

Ques tions from tho se present led to comments from Sgt . Schirmer, 

including these : The wh ite , blurred oq ject  seemed to be a living obj ect , 

al though he didn ' t reme�ber anything about the obj ec t  un til the hypno tic 

sess ion ; commUnication with someone in the craft occurred at the time of 

the UFO s ighting and the feel ing o f  direc t mental con tact with someone 

was o ccurring at the t ime of the intervi ew ;  info rmation was obtained 

( but which had no t been mentioned previously to Ch ie f Walskin o r  

John Ahrens) which indicated that the craft was p ropelled b y  some type of 

elec trical and magne t ic force which could control the fo rce of gravity ; 

the craft was ob tainihg a power supply from nearby power line s ,in order to 

assis t in communications ; someone or some th ing told Sgt . Schirmer that he 

was "doing a good j ob , "  that he should no t talk fur ther during the in ter­

view, but he could talk later this year and tell mo re about the events o f  

the UFO s igh ting ; informa t ion given t o  S gt .  Sch irme r indicated the fol­

lowing : the craft belonged to � " s ister sh ip" which was like an aircraft 

carrier ; the occupants o f  the craft were bas ed on Venus o r  Sa turn but 

were f rom anothe r galaxy ; the inten tions of the se beings we re friendly, 

and their purpose was to prevent earth people f rom des troying the earth . 

Sgt.  Schirmer was unable to offer evidence or , op inions about how he 

had obtained this info rmation or whethe r the informat ion was valid ; 

nevertheless , he claimed that this informat ion was given to him and that 

he believed it to be t rue as it was given to him. 

( End of Report to the Condon Commi t tee) 



Case 11 2 : PLW. The UFO experience of PLW is presented as an ex­

ample of the use of the pendulum technique in the investigat ion of 

"hidden" UFO experiences � 

During the summer of 1978 , PLW was part ic ipat ing in an informal 

instructional program for self-hypnosis which is conducted by the author 

for students and staff of the ' University o f  Wyoming . The Self-Improve­

ment Program (SIP) provides instruc t ion in several procedures , including 

the pendulum technique.  Members of the group wer9 encouraged to part i­

c ipate in a research . study being conduct ed by Dr . James Harder ; approxi­

mately 10 students volunteered to complete the quest ionnaire on "hidden" 

UFO experience� . One student (PLW) was surprised a t  his pendulum 

responses to the items . (See copy of responses . )  

FLW arranged to meet with the author so that we could d iscuss his 

concerns about his responses to the questionnaire . Af t er prel iminary 

discussion , we agreed to utilize hypnotic procedures to assist PLW to 

recall any impression of March 27-28 , 197 3 .  

Interviews with PLW were conducted o n  June 26 , and July 5 ,  1978 ; 

hypnot ic procedures were followed , and PLW was able to recall impressions 

of an �0 sighting and an encounter with two s trange-looking persons . 

(As in many UFO experten�es , psychic implicat ions were noted . ) A report 

of the invest igation was submitted to the Aerial Phenome�a Research 

Organization . (See the report , "Interviews with PLW . ")  
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Questions are duiped to be anawered vith the aid of the pendulum. H V �fi� NO OK 

1 .  Does ay unconscious mind have a memory o f  aomethin& that waa very 
important to me but which I cannot r .. emher consciously? 

2. Did this experience involv• one or more persona who were 
strange lookin& or possibly non-human? 

3 .  I s  this somath�l that .Y unconscious mind believes haa 
an ordiaa� paycholoaical explanat ion, such aa a dream or 
an hallucination? 

4. Waa this aoMthiDI that happened before I was ten years 
old? (Try to find aae , and indicate here) .22. • . <M•rcl �.,�,. 11'0) 

S. Haa there been any other experiences similar to thi� one? (Try 
to f ind other ·ages) __ __ __. 

6. Did this experience involve the close approach of a UFO? 

7 .  Do I have an unconscious memory of a UFO experience that has 
been blocked from fll'l conscious a_emory? 

8. Does ay unconscious mind have a memory o f  promising not to 
remember so .. thina, or aareeina not to remember? 

9. Does my unconscious mind think that this was only a result o f  
an active 18aaination7 

10. Do I have an unconscious aemory o f  beina "on board" a UFO? 

u .  

1 2 .  

1 3 .  

1 4 .  

l S .  

Do I have a n  unconscious aeaory o f  receivina telepathic 
.. ssaaes that I don ' t  remember consciously? 

Do I have an unconscioua awareness of a j ob or duty that will 
be important iD the future? 

Does my unconscious aind contain information that will only 
be available to me in �he future? 

Is there information that I could remember with the help of 
the ri&ht _bypnotiat7 

Does my unconscious aind believe I have rece ived auidance at 
crit ical points in ay life throuah telepathic-type aessaaes? 

Please return completed quest ionnaire to : 

APRO Research , attn : Dr . Harder 
2808 Rilaard Street 
Barkeley , CA 94709 
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. THE UNIVERSITY OF WYOMING 

Mr .  & Mrs. L .  J. Lorenzen 
APRO 
3910 E. Kleindale Rd .  
Tucson, AZ 85712 

Dear Jim and Coral : 

OIYI.ION O" COUN.IUNO ANO TIUTINO 
eo& a?Oe. UNIVCUin IITA1'10N 

LAJU.HIE, WYOHING 820'71 
August 24 , 1978 

PLW is a 27 year old student at the University of Wyoming . Be has participated 
in the "Self Improvement Program" , a group of students who are learning procedures 
for self-hypnosis and self-development . Be expressed interest in hypnot ic sessions 
with me, because of' his concern about "hidden" UFO experiences . (See encloaures ) . 
His responses indicated that he bad· experienced an encounter with "strange looking" 
persons on March 27-28 , 19 7 3 ;  also , with further exploration, he obtained informa­
tion which indicated that within 20 years, 199 3 , ha would experience another 
unusual event . 

PLW and I met on June 26,  1978 , and on July 5, 1978 . Hypnotic procedures were 
suggested to him for recalling · the events of the night of March 27 , 19 7 3 .  At 
that t ime he was a member of the USAP (Airman 1st Class) , stationed in 11111111 - and he was traveling by automobile to visit hia parents .  During the 
interviews , PLW seemed to be reliving an experience in which he encountered two 
tall humanoid beings ; he recalled no verbal conversation, but he obtained im­
pressions of two "future events" : (1) a place in '6- oming where the UFO people 
would land , someday ; (2) a disaster, possibly in 1993 1D C&lifornia, and probably 
due to an earthquake. 

Although PLW is skeptical about the origin and meaning of the obtained impressions , 
both be and I are impressed with the reliability of the impressions (similar 
impressions during both hypnosis sessions) and the emotional impact of the 
impressions. 

· 

In my opinion, his personal integrity and intelligence are high. I believe that 
his impressions should be regarded as memories of a "real" UFO experience ,  and 
the informat ion obtained during that UFO experience should be regarded as a piece 
of that puzzle which we call the "UFO Mystery" . 

RLS/111111 

Respectfully submitted , 

a. Loo Sp& Ph . D . , Direotor 
Division of Counseling and Test ing 
Professor of Counseling Services 
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Interviews with PLW 

R. Leo Sprinkle, Ph . D .  

Augus t  1978 

Presented to 

Mr . & Mrs . L. J .  Lorenzen 
APRO, 3910 E. Kleindale Rd . 

Tucson, AZ 8 5 7 1 2  

PLW Interview: Hypnot ic sugges tions to recall t h e  events o f  March 27 , 197 3 .  

June 26 , . 1978 - 1 : 30 P . M .  

Driving down Inters tate Highway, traveling wes t .  I t ' s  at night , and i t ' s  dark. 
(Pause) .  

I t ' s  dark, very dark. Like no moon - or - overcast .  Not much oncoming traf f ic ,  
night seems t o  swallow the headlights ,  don ' t  know what I ' m  looking fo� (Pause ) . 
Horizon seems to be coming lighter, toward the wes t .  Too far away for Casper . 
I ' m  no t sure that I ' m deep enough. (Suggestions to go deeper) . 

Seem to be awful j umpy ,  like a current running through me. Hands trembling a little 
bit , like I ' m  t ired, or distraugh t .  Seems like the light on the horizon is off to 
the lef t ,  behind the hil l s .  Can ' t  see any s tars . Awfully dark. Like the light rises 
and comes across the highway. More of a smear. All of a sudden, everything is 
flooded with light . (What next? )  I ' m  scared ; too bright to see . Can ' t  drive ; I ' m 
enclosed in the light . I think I ' m  stopping the car . Doesn ' t  seem to make any 
noise at all . Maybe I ' ve been driving too long. I didn ' t have the radio on . (Pause) . 
Light is gone; my headlights seem puny. (What happens nextl) I ' m s t ill s i t t ing 
there. I don ' t  .know' if the headlights are on. Seems like someone is walking down 
the road toward me ; maybe 2 people. Walking up by the car ; they seem to be awfully 
tall . So dark, I can ' t see much .  Almost as if the eyes glit ter , like a eat ' s  
eyes . Yellowish s ilver , like a eat ' s  eyes membrane . Seem tall and skinny , like 
a basketball player. One is looking through the window on the passenger ' s  side . 
The doors are locked. I think I ' m  trying to start the car . It won ' t  start , or I 
drop the keys , or somethdng. Seems so cold . No traffic at all -- s traight out of 
"twilight zone" . (Paus e ) . (Turns head to lef t slowly ) . I t ' s  silen t .  I think the 
o ther one was on the driver ' s  s�de , looking at me . I t ' s  so dark. I '� trying to see 
hia from the panel lights . 

Seems to be dressed in something dark; it doesn ' t  reflect light . He tries the side 
doo r ,  but i t ' s  locked . He seems to be walking around the car ; he seems to be 
wearing a cap e .  He seems to be 7 or 8 feet tall . Another car is coming down the 
road; he steps back on the shoulder o f  the road. I can see them stand ing together , 
in the headlights of the oncoming car. The capes come to their knees ;  their heads 
are light covered, but no hair.  The car is gone now; i t ' s  dark again . They try 
the back door on the passenger s ide . It is open . He seems to be looking at me . 
The dome light comes on . Faces are so angular and bony , such high cheekbone s .  No 
eyebrows . Don ' t  know if I 'm making this up or no t .  Very cold . Must be late at 
night . Not sure -- Normally, t come home on Friday nights .· (Pause) . (Head turns 
back to the right ) . Dome light is kinds bright - very bright . Seems that my night 
vision is affected . He seems to be towering over me , and I ' m  s till in the car .  
H e  is looking me s traight i n  the eye . Don ' t  know where the other one is ; I ' m sure 
there are two of them. (Pause) .  I seem to be cringing against the doo r .  I try to 
open the doo r .  He seems to s tretch clear across the seat . Yery dark again . {Pause) . 
The door is closed . Nobody is around. The lights are off . 

2 P . M .  (Suggestions to return to the normal state) . 
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PLW Interview: Suggestions for relaxation and preparation to recall events of the 
night of March 27 , 1973 . Interview conducted on July 5 ,  197 8 .  

4 : 15 P . M .  Suggestions t o  g o  back t o  the events of the night o f  March 2 7 ,  19 7 3 ,  
after seeing the lights . 

PLW: stopped ; the lights are gone. · I ' m  in the right lane. Someone coming up the 
highway - seems to be two. Night seems to swallow the light . They 're walking toward 
the car - j us t  an impression of height . They separate;  one on the passenger s id e ,  
close to the car . N o t  much o f  a - s o  dark; he ' s  walking toward the passenger side . 
I can ' t  see out of the car . (Looks to the right ) . He ' s  trying the door ; I have it 
locked. Paranoid , but in the work I do , I keep the door locked. Vague impression 
of a face ; light colored. The other one crossed in front o f  the car ; standing on _ 
the driver ' s  side , almost by the door where the mirror is . Just an impress ion of 
height , somet�ing ther e .  He tries the side door . For some reason , · I don ' t  seem to 
be trying to �tart the car ; that ' s  odd . Almost as i f  I should have the hell scared 
out of me - out I ' m not scared . He tries the back doo r ;  it ' s  locked . A car seems 
to be coming over the horizon; with brights (bright lights ) on. (Looks to the lef t ) . 
Re ' s  tall ; very broad , but slender; 250 lbs ;  moving over to the passenger side with 
his companion . Car comes past , but he doesn ' t  do· anything, their backs are to me , 
but their heads may have been a brighter color than their clothe s .  They try the 
back door on passenger side ; i t ' s  no t locked � He reaches around and unlocks the 
door on the passenger side • .  Dome light comes on . I was j ust get t ing my night vision . 
I twis t  around in my seat . I see his face - long , bony, angular fac e .  No hair , no 
eyebrows ; he looks at me a second . He leans into the car ; I start to crouch down 
and cower in the seat . (Pause) . He ' s  looking at me . (Pause) . I guess I 'm afraid 
now. I t ' s  straight out of a horror movie .  (Pause ) . (Turns head to right). (Long 
Pause) . Kind of a block here. (Pause) . There doesn ' t  seem to be anything more. 
(Suggest ions to recall what happens next ) .  (Long pause) . Jus t • • •  I know there is 

more here; there has to be . It all seems so real up to this point . (Pause) .  I ' m 
trying to go deeper. (Suggest ions to go deeper and recall what happens next ) .  
(Long pause) . 

The point where he gets in : the car : Re ' s  looking , it seems . My fright seems to be 
gone now. Seems like I have this overwhelming compulsion to move toward him. I 
can ' t  tell how much of this feeling is me . He seems to be backing away from the car 
door . I guess I 'm gett ing out of the door on the passenger side . There seems to be 
stars . Part of my windshield is tinted darker ; perhaps that ' s  why I can ' t  see them. 
Re is tall ! My head is up near his ches t .  I 'm 5' 11" or so ; it 1 s a strange experienc e .  
Wind i s  buffeting a bit ; i t ' s  chilly . Re seems to be wearing a cape wrapped around 
him; a dull black or blue color . I don ' t  know where the other one is . (Faces to the 
front , with face t ilted up slightly) . Light seems to be coming back - light is 
reflected off the chrome of my car .  It was such a pretty car once. I .feel like I ' m 
immobilized . It hits me in the back of my neck, ·where the spinal column and the head 
come together. The light seems to be nearer. S ilvery light . It seems to be lights 
from a car , but I don ' t  know; i t  gets stronger and stronger. I don ' t  know if we ' re 
getting anywhere or no t .  (Suggestion to go on through experience) . It mus t not be 
lights from a car , it must be something els e .  (Turns head to the lef t ) . (Long 
pause ) .  Don ' t  know if there is anymore . (Suggest ion to cont inue through the 
experience) . I ' ve used ideomotor responses to see if there is anything els e ;  
according to t h e  responses , there is , b u t  I ' ll be damned if I know what it is . 
(Suggestions to recall any other events ) . (Long pause) .  

He didn ' t  give me anything . (Pause) . My subconscious indicates that he d idn ' t  show 
me anything, and he didn ' t  say anything verbally. As if the "audio" isn ' t  importan t . 
I 'm relying on my finger and thumb responses . According to my subconscious responses ,  
h e  told me something , o r  he thought something . I t  couldn ' t  have taken more than a 
couple of seconds . (Suggest ions to recall any message ) . Seems to be a kaleidoscope 
of colors ; greens , browns ,  blues , light blues , yellows , whites ; almost like "2001" , 
moving down the chute . I can tell by the parallax, that I ' m moving - almost as if 
I ' m  approachirig something. It ' s  like a sphere; the closer I get , it ' s  no t like that . 
Almost like I : m getting a view of a spher e ,  but shadows show demarcation. Brown or 
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reddish • • • ean ' t  make out the surface features. Pock marks ; like the moon , or more so . 
Ruddy eolored ; seem. to be rotating; all the same .features . I t ' s  gone now. I have 
the sensation of falling. I t ' s  dark. (Pause) . I stop falling; I ' m  not sure that I ' m 
anchored to anything . Almost like I ' m  hanging . Getting another mosiac. Like a 
volcano -· where the lava is flowing ; but where the lava is red , this is yellow-green . 
Shooting etaA . (Pause) .  So conscious that there 1's more . As if I can 1 t interpret 
the data properly; as i f  the pieces are the.re , but there 1 s more. Like the sun is 
coming up ; and everything , is flooded with light , but nothing seems to be illuminated 
around me. I can see the blue skies and clouds ; the sky is • • •  In the 6 th grade there 
was an eclipse - a funny blue. The sky looks like that now. (Pause) . 

The brt8ht light i�n ' t  10 briga t  now, as if it is · f iltered out . Everything is so 
arid ; · u if I 'm a part of everythin g .  Like the Red Desert - reds , browns ; a flash 
between vegetation and no vege tation. SUbconscious seems to indicate that I ' m 
trying to interpret these impressions in terms of what I know. So arid : vegetation 
is sagebrush. I know where this is I I 'm sure of it . Medicine Bow Cutoff ! t ' ve 
driven this road many times . I ' m  not far from the intersection where the road goes 
to a mining camp , and the other goes up to a rim. I 've seen that rock formation a 
million t imes ; .it looks like a pyramid . On a topographical map . The formation is 
not accurate, because of wind and erosion; but it ' s  similar to a pyramid. 

Straight out. o f  Devil ' •  Tower . I get the overwhelming feeling that this is where 
they will c'ollle . I don ' t  see i t ,  but I feel i t.. It won ' t  be for a long time. 
(Pause) . I seem to be suspended a long way over a freeway . There are many ears ; 
the land seems parched. A lot of sand . Not Wyoming; too many people; seems like 
California. There seems to be smoke or haze,• like from an immense f ir e .  Thousands 
of cars; people walking on foo t ,  away from the f ire - or whatever it is - like a 
disaster. Straight out of the movies . Ocean doesn ' t  seem to be far away . Water 
is where it shouldn ' t  be - l ike a housing development .  Earthquake? Maybe . Maybe 
Cal ifornia fell into the eea . Fire , smoke , everywhere . I ask myself if it was 
"war" ; the answer is "no" ; it seems to be a . natural disaster in 199 3 .  I wonder if 
there is a general system o f  lfinatera worldwide ; the answer seems tO be "yes" • . I 
think that ' s  when they rill eoail - when we need them. Doean' t seem to be anymore . 
(Suggestions to recall any othet 'events of that experience, the signif icance of meaning 
of the impressions) .  (Sugges t ions to return to normal state) . 

Straight out of science f iction; I ' ve had feelings about that night for a long time . 
M1ybe I ' ve just made up these impressions ; I don ' t  know. 

(Discussion of feelings and impressions ; and the similarity of these impressions to 
those of other persona who experience "contact" in UFO experiences ) .  
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Discussion 

. The pendulum technique , as described in this . paper , c:an be used 

aa a procedure for uncovering subconscious memOries . Thus , the technique 

may be useful to UFO field investigators for obtaining preliminary 

information about CE III experiences - including the possibility that 

field investigators themselves h&Ve participated in "bidden" UFO 

experiences . 

Of course• there are doubts among �ome practitioners of hypnosis 

about the validity of information obtained through the pendulum . tec:hnique . 

Further , there are doubts among some UFO investigators (7)  about the 

ac:c:urac:y of hypnotic: procedures for investigating "abduction" cases . 

The studies by Lawson (12) , using "imaginary" abduc:tees , raise many 

questions about the "imagination" versus "m•ory" dimensions of UFO 

experiences� · The studies on hallucinations by Siege! (21) raise questions 

about the "hallucination" versus "memory" of c:la:lms of UFO abduction 

experiences . 

UFO investigators may not be .able to resolve , at this t:lme, the 

critical question of the validity of information from UFO witnesses (26) . 

It may be . anotber generation, if ever , before there is sufficient knowl­

edge about the lives of UFO "c:ontac:tees'' to support ·Vallee ' s hypothesis 

of .a "control syst•" (28) , or the speculation of . "cosmic: consciousness 

conditioning" as a purpose in UFO activity ( 24) . 

Meanwhile , UFO invest igators c:an be concerned about the reliability, 

or · c:onsistenc:y, of information obtained from UFO witnesses . With continued 

investigation of UFO encounters , including cases of multiple witnesses 
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(4) (6) (21)  (29 ) , UFO investigators may be able to determine if there 

are patterns in CE III cases . In discussing the classic case of Betty 

and Barney Hill , Hynek (9) concluded : "When and if other cases of close 

encounters become available for study (one recalls that the Hills waited 

several years before seeking treatment ) ,  we will be able to note whether 

they also form a pattern . ,,. 

The cases of Sgt . Schirmer and Airman PLW can serve as reminders 

that UFO encounters are difficult to evaluate .  However , the history of 

the UFO controversy (11) (20) shows that there is d ifficulty in eval­

uating the physical evidence (10) (19) as well as the testimony of UFO 

witnesses (1} .. If hypnotic procedures are not followed , then some UFO 

cases may provide little information for evaluation and discussion . 

Despite the difficulties in evaluating CE III experiences through 

hypnotic procedures , UFO investigators have an opportunity to explore 

and to obtain information that might go unnot iced . The pendulum 

technique can serve as an initial procedure in obtaining preliminary 

information about close encounter experiences . 
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I .  AB S TRACT 

© EDITECS 19 79 

I.n an a t t emp t to ev a l u a t e  o b j e c t iv e l y  t h e  c l aims o f  
UFO " ab d u c t e e s , "  imag i n a r y  ab d u c t i o n s  w e r e  ind uc e d  hyp n o ­
t i c a l ly i n  a g r o u p  o f  vo lun t e e r s  w h o  h a d  no s i g n i f i c a n t  
knowl e d g e  o f  UFOs . E i g h t  s i t u a t i o n a l  q ue s t i o n s  c omp r i s ing 
the maj o r comp o n e n t s  of a t y p i c a l  a b d u c t io n  a c c o u n t  we r e  
a s k e d  o f  e a c h  s u b j e c t .  

Al t h o u g h  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r s  e x p e c t e d maj o r  d i s s im i l a r i t i e s , 
an ave rag e d  c o mp a r i s on o f  d a t a  f r om f o u r  im ag inary and f o ur 
" r ea l " ab d u c t i o n  n• r r a t iv e s  s howed no s u b s t an t iv e  d i f f er ­
r en c e s . Al s o , e x t en s ive p a t t e r n s  e c ho ing we l l - e s t ab l i s h•d 
d e t a i l s  f r om " r e a l " UFO r e po r t s  eme r g ed f r om the "na iv e "  
s u b j e c t s ' imag i�a r y  s e s s i o n s . 

The r e  i s  a s  y e t no s a t i s f a c t o r y  exp lana t i on f o r t h e  
p a t t e r n s  a n d  o th e r  s im i l a r � t i e s  b e t w e e n  ima g in a r y  and " r e a l "  
a b du c t io n s . Bu t ,  mo r e  s i g n i f i c an t l y , t h e r e  a r e  p • r a l l e l s  
b e twe en t he s e p a t t e r n s  and t h e  "ima g e  c o n s t an t s "  o r  r e c u r ­
r e n t  d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  f o rm ; c o l o r , and movem e n t r e po r t e d  b y  
s ub j e c t s  i n  d ru g - i nd u c ed h a l l u c in a t ion exp e r imen t a , a n d  i n  
s o - c a l l e d  " d e a t h "  n ar r a t ive s , amo ng o t h e r  m e n t a l  p r o c e s s e s . 
Thus t h e r e  i s  r e as o n  t o  a c c e p t a t  l ea s t  s om e  p a r t s  o f  " r e a l "  
a b d u c t �es '  s t o r ie s  a s  a c c u r a t e  r e f l e c t io n s  o f  wha t  t he ir 
s en s o r y  m e chan i s m s  h av e  r e p o r t ed . 

Howev e r , d e s p i t e  t h e  many s im i l a r i t i e s , t h e r e  a r e  
c r u c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s - - s u ch a s  a l l e g e d . phy s i c a l e f f e c t s  and 
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mul t ip l e  w i t n e s s e s --wh i c h  a r g u e  t h a t  U F O  a b d u c t io n s  a r e  
s ep a r a t e  a n d  d i s t in c t f rom ima g i n a r y  a n d  ha l lu c i n a t o r y  e x ­
p e r i en c e s . W i t h  t h e s e  d i s t in c t i o n s  i n  m i n d , an a b d u c t i o n  
mod e l  i s  p ro p o s e d : 

W i t ne s s e s  re a l ly pe r c e iv e  ima g e s -- f rom wh a t ev e r  
s o ur c e-- s u c h  a s  b r i g h t  and p u l s a t ing l i g h t s , l a t t i c e­
t e x t u r e d  f o r m s  m o v i n g  r an d om l y  i n  t h e  s ky , l i g h t e d  
t unn e l s , humano i d  f i g ur e s , e t c . Th e s e  a b d u c t i o n  
c o n s t a n t s  a r e  c omb i n e d  w i th d a t a  f r om t h e  imag ina­
t io n , m emo r y , and ex i s t i n g  UFO d a t a  known b y  w i t n e s ­
s e s  t o  c r e a t e  a " r e a l "  U F O  e n c o un t e r . T h e  s ub j e c t iv e  
r e a l i ty o f  t h e  i n t e n s e h a l l u c ina t o r y  s t ru c t u r e  c o n ­
v i n c e s  t he w i t n e s s e s  t ha t  t h e  en t i r e  ex p e r i en c e  i s  
a phy s i c a l l y  r e a l  e v en t . S ub s e q u e n t l y  t h ey may r e ­
p o r t  t h e  " t ru t h "  a s  t h ey h a v e  e x p e r i en c e d  i t , a l ­
t h o u g h  a c t u a l  o c cu r r en c e s  r em a i n  un c l e a r . 

The comp l e x i t i e s  o f  t h e  U F O  p h e n om e n o n  a r e  a f f i rm e d  b y  
t h e  ab o v e  mo d e l s i nc e s t i l l  u n e x p l a i n e d  a r e  many pu z z l i ng 
mat t e rs , i n c lud ing the g r e a t e s t  my s t ery o f  a l l , . t h e  na t u r e  
o f  t h e  s t im u l u s  wh i c h i n i t i a t e s  t h e  ima ger y in t h e  w i t n e s s  
and s o  t r i g g e r s  t h e  ab d u c t i o n  s eq u e n c e . 

The wr i t e r  p r e f e r s  a d ual i s t i c UFO hyp o t h e s i s . B u t  
. wh i l e  the r e  i s  a c on t i n u i n g  ab s en c e  o f  unamb i g o u s  phys i c a l  

evi d enc e ,  t h i s  s t u d y  c o nc l u d e s  t h a t  U F O s  are-- in p s y c h o � o ­
g i c a l  t e rm s - - un q ue s t io �ab ly r e a l , a n d  f u r t he r , t h a t  non­
p hy s i c a l  UFO r e s e a r c h  is p r o mi s ing . 

�ey-wo rd s :  Ab d u c t i o n  s e q u e n c e ; an ima l s ; a p p a r i t ions ; " d e a t h "  
na r ra t ive s ; d r·ug- i nd u c e d  h a l l u c i n a t i o ns ; e n t i t i e s  
exo t i c ; h a l l u c i na t i o n s ; h uman ; h umano i d ; hypno s i s ; 
ima g e  c on s t an t s ;  ima g in a r y  abd u c t e e s ; mo d e l  abd u c ­
t io n ; " n a ive " s ub j e c t s ;  p a t t e rn s ; " r e a l "  a b d u c t e e s ; 
r o b o t ; s t imul u s . 
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I I . I N TRODU C T I O N  

S i n c e  e a r l y  1 9 7 7 , s i x t e e n v o l u n t e e r s  h a v e  b e e n  h y p n o ­
t i z e d a n d  g iv e n  im a g i n a r y  U F O  " a b d u c t i o n s " b y  a ·c l i n i c a l  
hy pno t i s t  wo r k i n g  wi t h  a g r o u p o f  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  u f o ­
l o g i s t s . *  Th e p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  p a p e r  i s  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  
s e r i e s  o f  e x p e r im e n t s  a n d  t o .  d i s c u s s  t h e i r  imp l i c a t i o n s  f o r  
U F O  r e s e a r ch in t h e  l i g h t  o f  s e v e r a l  an a l o g s  t o  a b d u c t i o n  
e x p e r i e n c e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y  d r u g - i n d u c e d  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s . 

The im ag i n a ry " a b d u c t e e s "  w e r e  v o l un t e e r s  f r om l o c a l  
c o l l e g e s  a n d  c o mmu n i t i e s . T h e  g r o u p  w a s  c o mp o s e d o f  t e n  
f em a l e s  a n d  s i x m a l e s  a rid r a n g e d  in a g e  f r om 1 2  t o  6 5 . 
B a s e d  u p o n  a b r i e f  q u e s t i o n n a i r e , t h e  o r a l  p o r t i o n  o f  wh i c h 
w a s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b e f o r e  a n d  a g a i n d u r i n g  h y p n o s i s as a c h e c k , 
a l l  s u b j e c t s w e r e  j u d g e d  t� b e  " n a i v e " - - t h a t  i s , g e n e r a l l y. 
i g n o r an t a b o u t U F O s  a n d  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  i f  u n e v e n  l i t e r a t u r e  
a b o u t t h em . ( See Appendix I f o r  additional data o n  the subj ects and 
on the experimental protocol . )  

T h e  i ma g i n a r y  a b d u c t i o n  s t u d y  c am e  a b o u t  p r ima r i l y 
b e c au s e  o f  r e s e a r c h e r s ' d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n s  w i t h  r e s u l t s  f r o m  
a l l e g e d l y r e a l  a b d u c t i o n  c a s e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s . O b j e c t i o n s  
i n c l u d e d : 1 )  t h e  un c e r t a i n c r e d i b i l i t y o f  w i t n e s s e s ; 2 )  
t h e  amb i g u o u s  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  a n e c d o t a l  a n d  o t h e r  e v i d e n c e  
s u p p o r t ing a b d u c t i o n  w i t n e s s e s ; a n d  3 )  un r e s o l v e d  q u e s t i o n s  
a s  t o  t h e  e f f i c a c y  o f  h y p n o s i s  a n d / o r  h y p n o t i c p r o c e d u r e s  
f o l l owed i n  p a r t i c u l a r  c a s e s . T h e  r e s e a r c h e r s  b e g a n  t h e  
s t u d y  w i t h t h e  a s s um p t i o n t h a t im a g i n a r y  a b d u c t i o n s  wou l d  
b e  c l e a r l y d i s t i n c t f r o m  " r e a l "  c a s e s  a n d  s o  wo u l d  o f f e r  
s om e  p r o o f  o f  t h e " r e a l i t y "  o f  a c t u a l  a b d u c t i o n s . B u t  wh a t  
w e  f o und wa s b o t h  s u r p r i s i n g  a n d  u n s e t t l i n g , a n d  m u c h  o f  
t h e  i n t e r v e n i n g  t im e  h a s  b e en s p e n t  i n  t r y i n g  t o  d e a l  w i t h  
t h e  im p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h o s e  r e s u l t s . 

I I I . MAT ERIALS AN D METH O D S  

As t h e  c a s e  l i t e r a t u r e  i n d i c a t e s , m o s t  o f  t h e  2 0 0  o r  
s o  re p o r t e d  a b d u c t i o n s  t y p i c a l l y  c o n t a i n s e v e r a l  d i s t i n c t  
s t a g e s , t h e  w h o l e  o f  w h i c h  c a n b e  t h o u g h t  o f  a s  t h e  a b d u c ­
t i o n  s e q u e n c e : · 

I • 

I I .  
,I I I .  

W i t n e s s  i n  n o rm a l  p hy s i c a l  a n d  m e n t a l  e nv i r o nm e n t 
W i t n e s s  i n  " p r e - a b d u c t i o n  c o n d i t i o n  
I n i t i � t i o n  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  
A .  Lo s s  o f  c o n t r o l  
B .  W i t n e s s  s e n s e s  U F O  
C .  W i t ne s s  � e n s e s  b e i n g  t a k e n  ab o a r d  U F O  

* T h e  g r o u p i n c l u d e d  D r . W .  C .  M c C a l l , J o h n  D e  H e r r e r a , a n d  
t h e  a u t h o r . E a r l i e r  v e r s i o n s  o f  t h i s  p a p e r  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  a t  
t h e 1 9 7 7  MU F O N  U F O  S ymp o s i um ( S c o t t s d a l e , Ar i z . l , and a t  t h e  
1 9 7 8  me e t i n g  o f  t h e  Am e r i c a n P s y c h o l o g i c a l  As s o c i a t i o n  
( T o r o n t o ) . 
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D .  W i t n e s s  s e n s e s  U F O  i n t e r i o r  
E .  W i tn e s s s en s e s  UFO e n t i t i e s  
F .  Wi t n e s s  s en s e s  b e i ng " e x am i n e d "  
G .  W i t n e s s  s e n s e s  b e i ng g iv e n  a "mes s a g e "  
B .  W i t n e s s s e n s e s  b e i n g  re t u r n e d  t o  norm a l  

p hy s i c a l /m e n t a l  e nv i r onm� n t  
IV . E n d  o f  a b du c t io n  e�p e r i e n c e  

V .  Af t e rm a t h  o f  a b d u c t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e  

A s e r i e s  o f  e i g h t  s i t u a t i on a l  q u e s t �o n s  b a s e d  o n  t h i s  
abd u c t i o n  s e q u e n c e  w a s  i n c o rp o r a t e d  i n t o  an i n t e r r o g a t i on 
f o rm wh i c h  wa s u s e d  w i t h  a l l  s ub j e c t s  i nv o lv e d  in t h e  ex­
p e r imen t . An ab s t r � c t of  this  q u e s t i o n  f o rm f o l l ow s : 

I .  

I I .  
I l l . 

I V .  

P r e l im i na r y  s t a t em e n t  t o  s u b j e c t  d e s c r i b ing t h e  
g en e r a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  ex p e r im e n t  • .  

Hypn o s i s . 
I d e a  o f  ima g in a r y  U F O  e n c o un t e r  i s  p r e s e n t e d , w i th 

t h e  s u b j e c t  u r g ed t o  t e l l  all d e t a i l s  e a g e r ly . 
Que s t i o n s  a r e  a s k e d  a b ou t e ach o f  e i g h t  s e gm e n t s  

o f  a n  imag i n a ry U F O  e n c o un t e r / ab d u c t io n : 
A .  Imag i n e  y o u  a r e  i n  y o u r  f avo r i t e  p l ac e , r e l ax e d  

a n d  c o m f o r t ab l e , when y o u  s u d d e n l y  s e e  a UFO . 
D e s c r i b e  wha t y o u  s e e . 

B .  Ima g i n e  y o u  a r e  ab o a r d  t h a t U F O . How d o  y o u  
g e t  a b o a r d ?  

C .  Imag i n e  y o u  a r e  i n s i d e  t h a t  UFO . D e s c r ib e  wha t 
y o u  s e e . 

D .  Imag i n e  you a r e  s e e in g  s om e  en t i t i e s  o r  b e i n g s  
o n  b oa r d  t h a t  UFO . D e s c r i b e  t hem . 

E .  Imag i n e  t h e  b e i n g s  g iv e  y o u  a p hy s i c a l  e x am i ­
n a t i o n . D e s c r ib e  wh a t  i s  h a p p e n i n g  t o  y o u .  

F .  Ima g i n e  y o u  g e t  a k i n d  o f  m e s s a g e  f r om t h e  o c ­
cup an t s  o f  t h a t  U F O . Wha t  d o e s  t h e  m e s s a g e  
s ay ,  a n d  h o w  i �  i t  m a d e  known t o  y o u ?  

G .  I mag i n e  y o u  a r e  r e t u r n e d  wh e r e  yo u  w e r e  b e f o r e  
y o u  s i g h t e d  t h e  U F O . Row d o  y o u  g e t  t h e r e , 
and how d o  you f e e l ? 

B .  I m a g ine i t  h a s  b e e n  s ome t im e  s in c e  y o u  h a v e  
h a d  t h a t  UFO e n c ou n t e r . I s  t h e r e  any th ing 
wh i c h  i n d i c a t e s  that your p e r s o na l i ty o r  
y o u r  phys i o l o g i c a l  and / o r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  
f u n c t i o n s  have b e e n  a f f e c t e d i n  any w a y  b y  
y o u r  UFO e x p e r i en c e ?  

In a n  a t t em p t t o  g a in p e r s p e c t iv e  o n  t h e  e x p e r im en t , w e  
q u �n t i f i e d  d a t a  f r om b o t h ima g i nary a n d " " r e a l "  a b d u c t io n s . 
( A  d i s cu s s i o n  o f  t h e  q u an t i f i c a t io n  p r o c ed u r e s  a p p e a r s  i n  
Ap p e n d ix I I . ) T r ans c r i p t s  o f  f o u r  " r e a l "  a n d  f o u r  ima g i n a ry 
c a s e s  we r e  ana l y z e� l in e  b y  l in e  ( f o r- a s amp l e - imag i n a r y  t r an­
s c r i p t ,  s e e  App end ix I I I ) . The f o l l ow i n g  c a t e g o r i e s  wer e us e d : 
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1 .  P a t t e rn ( obvious p a ral l e l  w i t h  p r ev ious cas e s  in 
t h e  l i t er a t u r e )  

· · 

2 .  P os s ib l e  p a t t e rn ( p a r a l l e l  wh i ch t h e  analy s t  j ud ge d  
p robab l e )  

3 .  N o  r e c o gni zab l e  p a t t e rn 
4 .  S tr an ge�e ss o f  d a t a  
S .  Subj e c t ' s  o b j e c t iv i ty ( r e s p o n s e  j ud ged � o  s how ab­

sence o f· b i as ) 
6 .  Subj e c t ' s  b i as_ ( r e sp o n s e  deemed · t o  ind i c a t e  c ue i�g 

o r  prej udi c e )  
7 .  Pos s ib l e p a rano rmal d a t a  ( i . e .  • ·  al l e g e d  ESP d a t a  

· s u c h  a s  t e l e p a thy , e t c . )  
8 ,  Emo t i on a l  comp on e � t  (s t rong emo t i ona l f a c t o r  in 

s ub j e c t • •  r e s p ons e � )  

The f o l lowing two c a t e g o r i e s  we r e  u s e d  in t h e  anal y s i s  b u t  
n o t  in �he c omp a r i s o n  i n  Figure 1 :  

9 .  I n t e n t i onal cue ( a  p l anned , d e l i b e r at e l y  l e ad i n g  
ques t i on)  

10 . Unin t e n t i onal cue (unp lann e d  and / o r  a c c i d en t al 
cueing or ques t ioning)  

The f o u r  "re a l "  a b d u c t ion cas e s  we re s e l e c t e d  mainly 
b e c au s e  they we re c red i b l e  dua l o r  mu l t ip le-wi tne�s cases 
f o r  whi ch reg r e s s i on t ra n s c r i p t s  o r  o th e r  narr a t i ve r e cords 
were ·re ad i ly ava i l ab l e . Tli e "real " a b d u c t e e s  i nc l ud e d : · A) 
B e t ty Hi l l , whos e  ab du c t i on· a l o n g  wt th h e r  h us b and B a ruey 
in Nev Hamp s h i r e  i n  1 9 6 1  t s  p e rh a p s  the mos t  w e l l �kuovn s uc h  
c as e - The ima ginary s t udy u t i l i z ed Mrs . Hi l l ' s  " d r e a �  
narra t i v e •  ( 5) --a d e t ai l e d  r e p o r t  o f  s s e r t e s  o f  d r � ams 
whi ch she says f o l lowed her al l e g e d  a& duc t ion-- r a t b e r  t h an 
h e r  hypno s i s  tapes b e c au s e  � f  t t s a r e a t e r  conc i s enes s and 
i t s  e s s e n t i a l  ide� t i ty to t&e B i l l s • r e a r es s i on reco rd s . 
I} Judy Eend a l l  ( 7) , oue o f  thre e s i s t er s  who a l l e a e  they 
we re ab d u c t e d  near Voo d l and , Ca l i f o rni a ,  i n  1 9 7 1 . The Keu ­
d a l l  c a s e  v a a  tnve s t t ga t e �  6 y  t l e  s ame t eam o f  res e a r ch e r s  
invo lved t u  t h e  imaat� ry s tudy ·. C)  S a n d y  La r s o n  ( 8) , who 
s ay s  sh e vas ab d u c t ed vt th R e r  dauah t e r  aud a b o y fri end i u  
!lorthL Dako t a  t u  1 9 7 5 . D }  Elatne ThomaS' ( 15) , one o f  t h r e e  
vomeu a l l e g e d ly a&duc't e d  n e a r  Lt& e r t y , Ken t ucky 1 iu 19 7 6 . 

The q u an t i f i c a t i on a t t emp t t s  S'u&j e c t iv e  aud us·es a 
. tiny s amp l e , & u t  t he S'ame �n aly t i c a l  mac h i n e ry vas app l ie d  
t o  b o t� types o f  a 6 d u c t iou u a r r a t tv e • .  I t  i s  emp h a s i z ed , 
also , tha t ve l l �tnves t t aa t e� , mul t tp le�v t t n e s s  ab d u c t i o n  
cas es a r e  v e rT rar e .  

IV . RESULTS 

The e i g h t - c a t e g o ry analy s i s  c omp u t ed i t s  r e s u l t s  s imp ly 
by t o tal iag · 

the · numb e ;r:  o f  i n f,o ruia t i o n  b i t s in e a c h  c a t e g o ry 
and d ivid ing t o  g e t  p er c e n t ag e s . Wh i l e  i n d i v i d �al c a t e g o r i e s  
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v a r i e d  a s  m u c h  a s  t e n p o i n t s , s t r i k i n g  s im i l a r i t i e s em e r g e d 
w h e n  a v e r a g e s  o f  f o u r  " r e a l "  a n d  f o u r  i m a g i na ry c a s e s  w e r e  
c omp a r e d , a s  F i g u r e  l i l l u s t r a t e s . 

In a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  q u an t i f i c a t i o n  p a r a l l e l s , a l l  o f  t h e  
i m a g i n a r y  s u b j e c t s  d e s c r i b e d . many p a t t e r n s  o r  d e t a i l s  i d e n t i ­
c a l  t o  t ho s e  f o und w i t h  v a ry i ng f r e q u e n c y  t h r o u g hou t UFO r e ­
p o r t  l i t e r a t u r e  ( n o t o n l y  ab iu c t i o n  c a s e s ) .  Th e s e  p a t t e r n s  
r a n g e  f r om t h e  o b v i o u s  ( " s a u c e r - s h a p e d " )  t o  r a r e  o r  e v e n  
ob s c u r e  t ho u g h e s t a b l i s h e d  d e t a i l s  o f  h i g h  s t r a n g e n e s s  ( " tunn e l  
o f  l i g h t " ) . S o m e  i n t e r e s t i n g  p a t t e r n s  f r o� t h e  f i r s t · e i g h t  
im a g i n a r y  s e s s i o n s  a r e  l i s t e d  b e lo w , c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  " o b v i o u s " 
and " r a r e "  c a t e g o r i e s  f o r  c l a r i t y .  The i n v e s t i g a t o r s  a s s um e d  
t ha t " o b v i o u s "  p a t t e i n s  c o u l d  b e  d e r iv e d  b y  n a i v e  s u b j e c t s  f r om 
e v e n  a v e ry g e n e r a l  awa r e n e s s  o f  U F O s . B u t " r a r e "  p a t t e r n s  
w e r e  t ho u g h t  p o s s i b l e o n l y  f o r  " r e a l "  w i t ne s s e s  o r  t h o s e o t h e r ­
w i s e  c omp l e t e l y f am i l i a r  w i t h  U F O  c a s e  l i t e r a t u r e . 

O B V I O U S  PATTERN S RARE P AT T E R N S  

" U F O  S i g h t e d "  

UFO t o o  b r i g h t  t o  s e e  
D i s c - s h a p e d  UFO ( 3 ) * 
H a z e  s u r r o u nd s  UFO 
E r r a t i c  m o v em e n t  

U F O  m o r e b r i g h t n e s s  t h a n 
c o l  o r  

S a t u r n- s h a p e d  U F O  ( 3 )  
S a t u r n  r i n g s  m o v e  c o u n t e r  

t o  b o d y  
U F O  b e c om e s  " l a r g e r  and 

sma l l e r "  
S s e n s e s  U F O  i s  " o b s e r v i ng "  

h e r  

"Ab o a r d  UFO " 

s c a r r i e d ab o a r d  i n  s t ak en t h r o u g h  " t un n e l  o f  
t r a n c e  l i g h t "  ( 3 )  

s " b l a c k e d  o u t "  B o a r d i ng s e em e d  " l o n g  j o u r -
n e y "  

s o l i d  s t a k e n  t h r o u g h  b o t -
tom o f  UFO 

" U F O  I n t e r i o r "  

C o n s o l e s , f ur n i s h i n g s  ( 5 )  
V e r y  b r i g h t  l i g h t s  ( 6 )  
Co l d  i n s i d e  ( 3 )  
L o u d  humm i n g  

No c o n s o l e s , f u rn i s h i ng s 
F um e s  a nd m i s t  p r e s e n t  ( 2 )  
C o l d  and w a rm b y  t u r n s  
Humm i n g  a l ui o s t " h y p n o t i c "  
TV- s c r e en " w i nd ows " i n s i d e  
S i n s i d e  " b u b b l e "  t h r o u g h -

o u t  e x p . 

* Num e r a l s  i n d i c a t e  the n umb e r  o f  t im e s  a p a t t e r n  w a s  m e n t i o n e d  



O B V I OU S  PATTE R N S  (c o n t )  RAR E  PATT ERNS ( c o n t )  

" En t i t i e s "  

Human ( 2 )  
Human o i d  
Ro b o t  
L a c king s ome f a c i a l  

f e a t u r e  ( 6 )  
Web b e d  f ing e r s , t o e s  
S s e n s e s  en t i t i e s  t e l �  

p a t h i c  ( 3 )  

Ani m a l  
EX Q t i c  ( 3 )  
Ap p ar i t i on ( 2 )  
Two e n t i t y typ e s  o n  s am� 

UFO ( 2 )  
Re t ra e t ing b e am f r om en t i t y ' s  

e y e  

"Exam i n a t i o n "  

He a d - t o- f o o t ,  o r d e r ly ( 3 )  
En t i t i e s  k i n d l y  b u t  

b us i ne s s l i ke 
P a ra lys i s  d u r ing exam ( 4 )  

S c a lm e d  b y  e n t i t y ( 3 )  

B lo o d  _ s amp l e  " v a c uum e d " f r om 
s 

S s en s e s  "m i n d - p r ob e .._  ( 2 )  
B l e e d ing i s  s t op p e d , h e a l e d  

· q u i.c kly 
S s l e e p s long t ime a f t e r  e x am 

"Me s s ag e "  

Te l e p a th i c  ( 4 ) 
C o n t e n t  o f  m e s s a g e : 

e c o l o g i c a l , s c i en t i f i c ,  
"w i l l  r e t u rn " , �you 
wi l l  f o r g e t "  ( 2 )  

V e r b a l  ( 2 )  
O t h e r  ( 2 )  
N o  m e s s a g e  ( 3 )  
E n t i ty ' s  m o u t h  mov e s , n o  s o und 

" Re t ur n " . 

Fa t ig u e , d i s o r i e nt a t i on 
"No o�e wil l  b e l i eve m e "  
S f e e l s  " g o o d "  �bou t UFO e x p . 

I t chy s ki n , d ry t hr o a t  
S k i n  " b u rn s "  
S f e e l s  " t a l l e r "  a f t e rw a r d 

· "Af t e rm a t h "  

S h a s  "m o r e  o p e n  m i n d "  
S f o rg e t s  ex p e r i en c e  

S p u z z l e d  ab o u t  " t ime l ap s e "  
S e x p e c t s  " s om e t h ing w i l l  

h a p p e n "  

One o f  � h e  �o a t  i n t r i g u i ng p a t t e rn s  r e l a t e s  an ima g i n a r y  
nar r a t iv e  w i t h  a 1 9 7 4  Rho d e s i an a b d u c t i o n  r e p o r t . b o t h  o f  
wh i c h  d e s c r ib e  a p p a r i t i� n a l  e n t i t i e s t h a t a s s um e  wha t e v e r  
f o r-m · � he o bs e rve r w i s he s . · Th i s  p a t  t e t'n s u g g e s t s . p r ov o -
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c a t ively th a t  " r e a l " �i tnes s e s  a r e  s omehow r e s p o�s i b l e  f o r  
s i gn i f i c a n t  e l emen t s  o f  t h e i r  own a b du c t �on e x p e r i e n c e s : 

· IMAGINARY APPARITION DESCRIPTION 

• • •  The more I look at it , the 
more it--it--it actually becomes 
more human as I look at it . It-� 
it started out very elonga�ed • • • 

it had the parts of a human face , 
but they--it didn 't look rigfit 
somehow� It--i t ' s  like there 
was no ears , or--the more I lQok 
at 'it--it begins to conform to 
what I want to see as being 
human • • • •  I wonder if it 's 
giving me this illusion of itself , 
strictly through my mind • • • 

because it keeps changing as it  
walks toward me . I get the 
feeling that i t 's changing for. 
me. • • • 

-Imaginary subject #4 

�L" APPARITION DESCRIPTION 

• • .we were programmed inside 
the �otor car • • • •  And · then 
the form which was beamed 
straight to the back seat and 
sat there the entire j ourney , 
told me· I would see what I 
wanted to see in and around and 
at itself • . I would only see 
wftat I wanted to see : if I 
wanted i t  to look like a mon­
s ter , theil it looked like a mon­
ster . I don 't  know • • •  what 
they did • • • Same basic form 
as humans , with . large trunks , 
necb , hairless , two arms , two 
legs • • • 

-Witness (under hypnosis) 
in Rhodesian case (from 
Flying Saucer Review 
21 ,· No .  2 , 9) 

En t i ty typ e s  f r om " r e a l w  and i ma gi n a ry c a s e s  �ake a 
remarkab l e  p a t t e rn .  I t  i s  n o t ewo r t hy t fi a t  a l l  o f  t h e  s i x  
k nown c a t e g o r i es o f  e n t i t i e s  (h uman , h umano i d , anima l , rob o t , 
e xo t i c , and app ar i t i o n a l }  we r e  d e �c r i� e d  i n  j us t  t h e  f i rs t  
e i gh t  imag inary r e g r e ss i on n a r r a t i ve s . The s k e t ch e s  i n  
P i gu r e s . 2 & 3 pr�v i d a  t h e  mos t  comp e l l i ng �vi d e n c e  o f  t h e  
e x t ensive i n�d e p t h  p a t t e rn p ar a l l e ls De t � e n  ima g i na ry a n d  
" r e a l " ab d u c t ions . 

V .  D I S CU S S I O N  

The imag inary / wr e a l "  p a t t e rn s  a r e  as � g ro u p  t o o  abun­
dant and comp l e x  to h av e  s p rung f rom o r d i n a ry p o p  c u l t u r e  
s ou rc e s  s u ch a s  TV , f il � ,  mag a z ines , o r  o th e r  me d i a .  A 
t h o rough knowl edg e  � �  UFO c as e  l i t e ra t u r e  wou l d  b e  e s s en t i a l  
f o r  r eferenc es t o  p a t t e rn d e t a i l s  suc h  as a r e t r a c t i n g  l i g h t  
b e am ,  a UFO whi cn c h an g e s  t t s  st z e , b e i n g  l e v i t a t e d  th r�ugh 
a t unnel o f  l i gh t , and r ep o r t s  i n v o l v i n g  unus u a l  e n t i ty t y p e s . 
Y e t  o u r  p r o t o co l  mad e  s i g n i f i c a n t  UFO know l e d g e  b y  t h e  vo lun­
t e e rs i mp ro b a bl e , 

Wba t ev e r  t he i r  o r.i g i n , tlie p at t e rns s e e m  t o  prove t h a t  
t h e  ima g i nary a b du c t ee·s- w e r e  n o t  f a n t as i z i n g  · i n ' a b s o l u t e  

227 



TYPE : HUMAN HUUANOID ANIMAL 

FIGURE 2--"REAL" AND IMAGINARY ENTITY TYPES . 



f reedom-- th ey d i d  n o t , f o r  ins t an c e � d e s c r i b e  keip l ike 
ent i t i e s· o r  UFOs that b r ea the . Th e ab s en c e  o f  su ch f ar-
o u t  w h ims y  sugges�s t h a t  t h e  p a t t erns p r ovi d e  a s t ruc ture 
around wh i c h  s ub j e c t s  fan t a s i z e  t h e i r  exp e r i e n c es , f o l l owing 
a limi t ed ima g i n a t i ve range whi ch p a � a l l e l s  the b u lk of  
"rea l "  a b du c t i o n  c a s e s . 

I t  s h ou l d  b e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t fi e  p a t t e rn s  app aren t ly 
c o n f i rm t h a t  ima g i n ary n a rr a t ives a r e  s uf? s t an t i a l ly r e l i ab l e 
i n d i ces o f  "re a l "  case d e t a i l s- . Thi s b af f l i n g  d e v e l o pmen t  
may we l l  b e come s i gni f i c a n t  f o r  f u t u r &  a b d u c t i on rese arch , 
b u t  a t  pres e n t  t � e r e  seems no �ay . t o  acc ount f o r  i t .  

The ques t i o n  remai n s- ,.  w&.e r e  faave t h e s e  no-n·- t ri v i a l  
p a t t erns in ima g i na rT UFO ab du c t i o n  n a r r a t ives c ome f rom? 
S everal sug g es t i on s . f o l lo�. . 

· 

A ,  Th e  nypno s'i s- p r o c e d·u r e . S i n c e  flypn o t i c  regres s i on 
has b e en u s e d  i n c reas i n g l y  in r e c e n t  y ears t o  ob t ain i n f o r­
ma t i on a6 o u t  a l l e g ed alid u c t i o n  exp e ri e n c e s , i t  i s  r e as o n ab le 
t �  a s k  wh e th e r  t h e  p a t t e rns are e n c oura g e d  b y  the hyp n o s i s  
p r o c edure . · Ce r t a i nly o n e  S:ti.ould S e  c a u t i o u s  ab ou t the . re­
s u l t s  f r om hyp n o t i c  r e g r e s s i on . in U?O c a s-e inve s t i g a t i on s . 
As e xp e r i e n c e d  hypno t i s t s  kno�, "me s-me ri z a t i oa "--wha t ev e r  
i t s  n a t ur e  and wh a t ev e r  e l s e  t t  m i ght b e-- i s  n o  s u r e  r o ad 
t o  the truth . A wi tness- c an l i e , o r  &e l ieve his owu l i e s , 
and th.us t nv a l i d a t e · any re gres s i o n .  A mo r e  c o11N1lon r e s u l t  
may be t h a t  hypno t i z ed vi t n e ss e s  sub t l y  c on fus e t he i r  owu 
f a n t as i e s  �f t h  re a l i ty�·� t h o u t  e i t h e r  the w i t ne s s  o r  the 
hyp n o t is-t b e i ng awa r e  of vfla t  is h ap p e n i ng . As far b ack as 
1 9 4 7  an a t t emp t to u s e  hyp n o s i s  i n  a UFO inve s t i g a t i o n  re­
s u l ted in ap p a r en t e x amp l e s -- th ou gfi comp l e t e ly unwi t t in g  
o n e s - - o f  i ma g i n a ry a b du c t ion n a � r a t i ves ( 2 ) . I t  may b e  
i mp o s s ib l e t o  know f o r  c e r t a in whe n  w i tne s s e s  a r e  f an t a s i ­
z i n g  i n  thi s  way . 

Howeve r ,  hypno t i c  reg r e ss i o n  h as b e e n  emp l o y ed i n  o n ly 
a t i ny ' p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  t h ttu s and·l o f  rep o r t s  wh i ch p r o v i d e  
th e known d e t a i l s  ab o u t  t h e  UFO p n e nome n o n , and · y e t. many 
unu.sual p a t t e rn d e t ai l s· (sue& a s  �: e t r a c t i n g  l i gh t  b e ams ) 
have b e en rep o r t e d  i n  c a s e s  wh e r e  n o  h y p n o t i �  regres s i on was 
u s e d . Thus whi l e  t h e  ima g ina t i o n  may emb e l l i s h  and so  c o r­
rup t a r e g r e s s e d  w i tness ' s  t es t imony� nyp n o s i s  can b e  a 
valuab l e  r e s e a r c h  t o o l  whe n  p r o p e r l y  emp l o y e d . The r e  t h e  
q ues t i o n  w i l l  h ave t o  r e st •-al6 e t t  un c e r t a i n ly . · 

B .  Lead i ng gues t i o ns- . A r e l a t e d i n f e re n c e  i s  tha t 
th.e p a t t e rn s  are caused by a ae r i e s  o f  l e a d i n g  q u e s t i on• wh i ch 
b i as t h e  p r o t o c o l  o f  t fi e  ima g i n a ry ab d u c t io n  exp e r imen t .  
In r e p ly , I q uo t e , f r om . ima g inary r e g r e s s i o n  n � r r a t ive #7 . 
No te that  the hypno t i s t  me r e l y  a s k s  a s in g l e  q u e s t i o n , 
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vb e r eaa t he s ubj e c t  responds wi t h .  an e x t e n d e d  d escr i p t ive 
p as s age .t u  vh.t cb I c oun t mo-r e  than 3 5  ob s e rvat i o n a l  d e t a i ls 
-- none o t  w& i cb c an & e  sa i d  t o  r e s u l t  trom c u e t n g  o r  o t h e r ­
wi s e  imp rope r p ro c e d u r e : 

Q ;  Now , imag ine th a t  y o u • r e  se e t n g  s om e  e n t i t i e s , o r  b e ­
i�gs . , , , De s c r i b.e  ·t h em , a s- comp l e t e ly as y o u  c a n . 

S #7 : They seem t o  & e  'fi.uman o t d tu t o rm . T& ey h ave r o und 
h.e a d s  t h a t  are mu cR. ·l a r g e r  t'ft an-.. fl uman s . I t ' s  almo s t 
aa tliough · tney �r e kind o t- � c h e c k t n g  o u t  t o  s e e  i f  I ' m 
ho s t i l e  o r  n o t . The� r S o d t e s- a r e  d i f fe re n t  c o i o r e d  
t h a n  t he i r · f a c es- a n d  liand s- ,  May& e --m ayb e .c l o th e s . • • 

Th e i r  a ki n  i a  .. k i n d  o f ":'.;..W·axy-- -w axy y e l l ow . T& e y  d o n ' t  
hav�. auy � a t r , Taey: hav e ��n d o f  b umpy-like • • •  

a k i n , • � T& e i r  f a c e &  s-eem t tu d o f  h umano i d ,  Bu t 
t h e i r  hands a r e  the &ame vaxy y e l low , · and they h ave 
&ump s on t h. e  t op ,  · - The)" d o n  " t  re a l l)" h ave -f i n g e r s . 
Thay seem t o  ti e  �tud o f  ve6oe d . · Y e t  I d on ' t  s e e  d e ­
t i nt t e  p r oj a c t ions- , -o r ·  f t n g e r s- .  lti n d  o f  & ump s o n  t h e  
e n d  o f - -o f the ��tne &and . T'ft e)" don • t  s e em- - t o  h ave-­
I can "-t see any l e g·s 1 o r  f e e t  t - li ec aus e  t&ey • re--wh a t  
l o oks l i k e  p o ss-1 5 1� •��n a r t t c l e  o f  c l o t h i n g  g o es 
r i g & t  t o  the f l oo ·r ,  lto t li  o f . tliem are d r e s s e d  a l ik e . 
Cos t ume i s  • • •  o� • • • · m or e purp l i s &  t h an b lu e  in 
c o l � r � Seems t o �e a l l  ene - �a l l �ade in o n e  p i e c e . 
They d on • t  se em t o - �e �ny se ams- �n t li e  � o s t ume . 
The i r  ey e s  are � e ry , very d e ep �se t . Can • t  r e a l ly s e e  
eye s o r  p up t l s , · Vft a t  s a y  Se a no s-e t s  t n  t h e  m i d d l e  
o f  t he f a c e , !i u t  - d o e s n " t  r ea l lY' p roj e c t  f r o m  t h e  f a ce 
a t  a l' l .. -And t fie m o u t ll s- a r e•-ro und o p e n i n g s- , .  v·t t hou t 
l i p s • •  � They eeem to aave v e r� s 'fio r t  n e cks ,  and very 
nroad slio u l d er• , ; � Tli e1' s t and a6ou t ·  four fe e t , tvo 
taches t al l . May&e a l i t t l e  t a l l e r , , , • They h ave 
n o  t o o l �  or ve ap �n s- vt t R.  t'ftem . T& ey • r e  j u s t  k ind of 
wa l k i n g  a round me . , • •  An d t he f l o o r  se ems to b e  go­
i n s  d own , as if i t •�. an e l ev a t o r . And--and the d o o r  
s eems t o  & e  s o i n g  up , r t atnk ve �re t r avel i n g  d own . 
Do esn ' t  r ea l ly s e em t o  up se t t h em a t  al l .  I t ht�k 
the y • r e  p ro & a& lr e�amini n g  m e  a s- vell as t ' m exa­
min i..� g  thea , 

(Th e subj e c t �• ake t cn of the e n t i t i e s  d e s c r ib ed above 
ap p e a r s  t n  F i g u r e  4 � )  

. .Whi l e  n o  hTp n o s t •  s es�i o n  c an e n t i re ly avo i d  u n c ons ­
� i ous b i a s  and c u e i n s , t he tma g i n a ry �e r t e s  vas gen e r al ly 
f r e e  f r om · su c b  f l aw s . P e r& ap �  I s ho u l d  re p e a t h e r e  t h a t  o u r  
c o mp a r a t iv e  an•ly s i s  c h e c ke d  t o �  S'u&j e c t s • b i as and f o r  
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l e a d i n g  q u e s t i o n s , d i s c o un t in g  �o tn wh e re app ro p ri a t e . 

C .  Are " r e a l � ab� u � t i o ns i magi n a ry ?  Th e � xi s t � n c e  o f  
e x t ens i v e  a n d  n o n - t� i v i a l  p a t t e rn s  b e tw e e n. imag i na ry and 
" r e a l "  n a rr a t i v e s  leads e as i ly to t h e  i n f e r e n c e  th a t  " r e a l " 
a b d u c t i ons a r e  ima g i n a ry . R u t  t h e r e  are maj o r  d i f f e r e n c e s  
b e tw e en t h e  t w o  exp e r i e n c e s , a s  t h e  f o l lo w i n g  c o mp a r i s on 
s h ows ; 

IMAGINARY ABDUCTION EXPERIENCES 

Voluntary 
Witness usually controls 

emotion 
No enduring sense of "time 

lapse" 
No physical effects 
No physiological effects 
No amnesia 
Few dreams , nightmares 
No apparent aftermath . 
Usually no conscious "memory" 

of t�O encounter experience 

. ''REAL" ABDUCTION EXPERIENCES 

Involuntary 
Witness often frightened , emo­

tional 
Often involves '�ime lapse" 

Physical effects alleged 
Physiological effects alleged 
Amnesia common 
Dreams , nightmares , etc . · 
Aftermath of dis turbing psychic , 

emotional effects 
Often a conscious memory of UFO 

encounter 

An i n t e r e s t i n g  s i d e l i g h t  on o n e  ima g i n a ry s e s s i o n  w a s  th a t  
t h e  s u b j e c t s i n v o l v e d  (a  c o up l e )  c o u l d  � s ay f o r  c e r t a i n  
t h ey h a d  no t exp e r i en c e d  an e n c o un t e r  wh e n  awake n e d  f r om 
h y p n o s i s . S i m i l a r ly , s ome " r e a l " a b du c t e e s  w e r e  una b l e  t o  
s ay f o r  su r e  wh e t h e r  t h e y  h ad ima g i n e d  p a r t s  o f  t h e i r  n a r ­
r a t iv e s  o r  no t .  T h e r e  a r e  f ew s i mp l e  ans w e r s  in u f o l o gy . 

In any c as e t h e  inve s t i g a t o r s  a r e  awa r e  t h a t  any e x p l a ­
na t o ry t h e o ry mus t c o n f ro n t  s o m e  c ons i d e r ab l e  d i s t in c t i o ns . 

D .  Th e E TH i n f e r e n c e , UFOs , and c e r t ai n l y  t h e i r  p op u ­
l a r  m i s n ome r ,  11f ly i n g  s au c e rs , " ·•imp ly f o r  mo s t  p e o p l e  t h e  
p o s s ib i l i ty o f  e x t r a t e r r e s t r i a l  v i si t o r s , s u p e r i o r  b e i n g s  
w i th adva n c e d t e chno l o gy wh o m a y  t r e a t  h um an s  a s  s p e c ime n s . 
Al t h o u gh t h e re i s  n o  mo re c e r t ai n  e v i d e n c e  f o r  t h e  e x t r a ­
t e r r e s t ri al hyp o t h e s i s  t h an f o r  any o th e r , n o n e  o f  t h e  s e­
v e r a l  v i ab l e UFO t h e o r i e s -- p s y ch i c  m an i f e s t a t i on s , e x t ra ­
d imens i o n a l  o b j e c t s , e xo t i c n a t u r a l  p he n ome n a , d iv i n e  emi s ­
s a r i e s , e t c � - - r i v a l s  t h e  p r eval e n c e  o f  t h e  E TH . The "nu t s ­
and-bo l t s " t h e o ry , t h e n , may nave d i s t o r t e d  UF O rep o r t  d a­
t a  by c r e a t i n g  a c omp l e� se t o f  E TH - o r i e n t e d  e xp e c t a t i o n s  
whi c� e m e r g e s  i n  wi t ne s se s � n a r r a t iv e �  i n  t h e  f o rm o f  
pa t t e rns • .  

Th e "·o b v i o u s "  i m a g i n a r y  p a t t e rn s  may o r i g i na t e  f rom e x -
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FIGURE 5--DIAGRAM OF THE BRAIN ' S  SIMILA� RESPONSES 
TO A VARIETY OF DIFFERENT STIMULI . 
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FIGURE 6-- SKETCH SUG9ESTED BY DRUG�INDUCED HALLUCINA­
TION . NOTE RESEMBLANCES TO UFO INTERIOR 
AND "BIG ROOM" . (AFTER HALLUCINATIONS . )  



c e s s ive E TH aw a r e ne s s . I f  i ma g i n a ry d a t a  w e r e  comp l e t e ly 
c u l ture - f re e , w e  mi gh t e xp e c t  e v i d e n c e  o f  o th e r . h y p o t h e s e s  
t o  mani f e s t i t s e l f , b u t  i t  ap p a ren t ly h a s  n o t  d o ne s o . O f  

· c o u rs e ,  E TH p a t t e rn s  m a y  d o mi na t e  s imp ly b e caus e o th e r  
t h e o r i e s  a r e  i n v a l i d . 

Howeve r ,  m o s t  "�" d a t a p a t t e rns p ro b ab ly do no t s t em 
f ro m  an E TH i n f e ren c e  s i n c e , u n l i k e  t h e  s t an d a rd p a t t e rns , 
t h ey have a my t h i c  d e p t h a b o u t  t h e m  t h a t  w o u l d  p re c l u d e  
e a s y  cul tura l i n f l u e n c e .  In a d d i t i on , t h e  unus u a l  p a t t e rns 
h av e  a f f in i t i e s  w i t h  o th e r  me n t a l p r o c e s s e s  wh i ch w i l l  be 
d i s cus s e d  l a t e r . 

E .  J'ungi an a r ch e types . Many i m a g i n a ry / " r e a l  ,; a b d u c t i o n  
p a t t e rn s  s ug g e s t  t h e  a r c h e t y p a l  c o n c e p t s  hyp o th e s i z e d  b y  
C a r l  J'ung , wh o d ev e l o p e d  t h e  i d e a  w i th r e g a r d  t o  U F O s  i n  
h i s  b o ok , Fly i ng S au � e r s  ( 6) . The p a t t e rn s  l e n d  t h em s e lve s 
t o  a Jun g i an i n t e rp r e t � t i d n- s i n c e  b o th " re a l " a n d  i m a g i n a ry 
n a r r a t i v e s  s e em t o  imp ly a c o l l e c t i ve aw arene s s  o f  s uch 
ima g e ry . Th i s  i d e a  is a c kn owl e d g e d  b r i e f ly h e r e , b u t  · i s  
b e s t c on s i d e r e d  o n ly a s  a n  i n t e re s t i n g  s p e cu l a t i o n . 

F . P a rano rma l· c u e i ng .  Th e i nv e s t i ga t o rs c on s i d e r e d  
t h a t  s o m e  imag i n a ry s ub j e c t s  m i ga� b e  "r e a d i n g  t h e  m i n d s " 
o f  the t h r e e  o r  mo r e  i n f o rme d u f o l o g i s t s  p re s e n t  d u r i n g  the 
hy pno s is s e s s i o n s . P a rano rm a l  c ommuni ca t i o n  c o u l d  a c c o un t  
f o r  t he ab i l i ty o f  t h e  n a i ve v o l un t e e rs t o  d e s c r i b e  o b s c u r e  
d e t a i l s  o f  UFO l o r e . Howeve r ,  e v i d en c e  f o r  t h i s  f as c in a t in g  
p o s s i b i l i ty i s  amb i gu o u s  a t  b e s t . 

G ,  Th e l im i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  & ra in ' s  r e spo ns e s . Th e p a t ­
t e rn s  co u l d  b e  e xp l a i n e d  i f , a s  i s  t h e o ri z e d , t h e  human 
b ra i n  r e s p o n d s  s im i l a r ly t o  11: v a r i e ty o f  · s t imu l i , in wh i ch 
c a s e  s upp o s e d ly un re l a t e d  p h � n o m e n a  p r o d u c e  i de n t i c a l  men ­
t a l  e f f e c t s  ( 1 1) • I f  t h e  b ra i n  d o e s  m a s k  i t s a c t i v i t i e s  
i n  t h i s  way , - c o mp reh e n d i n g  any t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  s t imulus f o r  
a b d u c t i o n  e xp e r i e n c e s  w i l l  b e  d i f f i cu l t .  Al s o , t h e  l im i t e d ­
b r a i n  no t i o n  s e ems t o  o p en up a n  e p i s t em o l o g i c al c an . o f 
w o rm s : even i f  w e  ch o o s e  t o  t ru s t  w i tne s s e s , we c an ' t  know 
how t h e i r  t e s t i mony r e l a t e s  to r ea l i ty ( s e e E i gu r e  5 ) . We 
wi l l  re t u rn to th i s  ma t t e r  l a t e r . 

· 

None o f  t h e  a b o v e  s u g g e s t i on s  a c c oun � s  a d e q ua t �ly f o r  
t h e  p a t t e rn s  a n d  a l l  re l a t e d  q u e s t i o ns . I n  a d d i t i on , a 
s i gn i f i c an t i mp l i c a t i on o f  t h e  p a t t e rn s  r e m a in s : " r e a l ". 
ab d u c t i on w i t ne s s e s  a r e  v e ry l i k e ly t e l l i n g  t h e  t ru t h  a s  
th ey h a v e  e xp e r i en c e d  i t .  S up p o r t  f o r  t h i s  s t a t e me n t  i s  
f o un d  i n , two a r e a s : 1 )  r e c e n t  w o rk on d r u g - i ndu c e d  h a l­
l u c in a t i on s  b y  R .  K .  S i e g e l  a n d  o th e rs ( 1 1 1  1 2 ,  13) ; and 
2 )  ane c d o t a l  e v i d en c e  f r o m  " d e a t h "  n a r r a t i v e s · ·comp-:fl e d  b y  
Ray mo n d  Mo o d y  a nd o t h e r s  ( 9 )  • 
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FIGURE 7--"BIG ROOl1S" FROM RECENT · "REAL" " ABDUCTIONS . 



The r e  a r e  s ub s t an t i a l  s im i l a r i t i e s  b e tw e e n  t h e  UFO 
ab d u c t ion s eq uenc e and �hat are c a l l e d " image c o n s t an t s "  
o r  re c u r r e n t d e s c r i p t i 6 n s  o f  f o rm ,  c o lo r ,  a n d  movemen t r e - . 
p o r t e d by s ub j e c t s  in d r u g- ind u c e d  ha l l uc i n a t i o n  exp e r iment s .  
S o me o f  t h e  mo r e  o b v i o u s  s im i l a r i t i e s  in c l ud e : 1 )  t h e  i n i ­
t ia l  b r i gh t , p u l s a t i ng l i g h t ; 2)  i�a g e s  o f  tunne l s  and / o r  
t ub e s ; 3)  v a r i e d  b u t  i n t e n s �  c o l o r s ; 4 )  r o t a t i ng o r  s p i r a l ing 
i�a g e s ; 5)  g e ome t r i c p a t t e r n s ; 6 )  e r r a t i c  movement of ima­
g e ry ; 7 ) · t h e  s u b j e c t ' s  b e coming p a r t  of t h e  ima g e ry or o t h e r ­
wi s e  pa r t i c i p a t in g  in t h e  e x p e r i e nc e ; 8 )  r e po r t s  o f  mu l t i p l e  
" TV � c r e e n s , "  o f t en d i s 9 lay i n g  a u t o b i o g r ap h i c a l  d a t a ; 9 )  in­
t e g r a t ion of the s ub j e c t ' s  own me�o r i e s  i n t o  t h e  exp e r i enc e ; 
1 0 )  v a r i o u s  " c omp l ex i�a g e r y " -- i . e . , · r e c o gn i z ab l e  human 
( o f t en c a r t o o n- l i ke ) , an ima l ,  a n d  o th e r f o r� s . 

Wh i l e  s e v e r a l  o f· t h e s e  h a l l uc i n a t o r y  ima g e s  a r e  vi r t u ­
a l ly synon ymo u s  w i t h  f am i l i a r  s e gmen t s  o f  t h e  a b d uc t io n  

. s e quenc e , . an  unu s u a l  p a r a l l e l  i s  p r ov id e d  b y  a p a r t i c � p an t ' s  
p a in t ing o f  a s c ene f r o m  a h a l l u c i n a t i on , and i t  may s e rv e  
t o  i n t r o d u c e  p e r s p e c t ive o n  t h e  a b d u c t i o n / ha l l u c in a t i o n  
p a t t e in s . T h e  p i c t ure s u gg e s t s  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  a h i gh-
dome d UFO w i t h  s u r r ound i n g  " w i n d ow s " ( s e e  F i g u r e  6 ) . L a r g e , 
domed rooms a r e  c ommon in b o t h  " re a l "  a n d  ima g in a ry a b d u c t io n  
n a r r a t i v e s , a s  F ig u r e  7 i l l u s t ra t e s . 

- The t un n e l / t u b e  ima g e  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  mo s t  c o mmon in b o t h  
h a l l uc in a t i o n s  a n d  ima g i na ry / " r e a l "  a b d u c t i o n  n a r r a t i v e s . 
At t tm e s . t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e · i m a g e  i n  t h e  t h r e e  e x p e r i e n c e s  
i s  very s im i l a r , imp l y i n g  a c ommo n o r i g i n  ( s e e  F i g u r e 8 ) : .  

# 1 ,  I ma g i na ry Ab d u c t e e  ( " e l e va t o r- s ha f t "  r o om ) : 
"They s e em t o  have • • •  b r o u g h t  me t o  t h i s  • • •  i t  a l mo s t  
s e ems l ik e  a t ub e . T h e  c e i l in g  i s  ab o u t  2 0  f e e t  h i gh . 
And I s e e m  t o  b e  ab o u t  3 f e e t  f ro m  t h e  f l o o r  • • • •  " ( S u b ­
j e c t  # 6 )  

1 2  " R e a l "  Ab d u c t e e  ( " vo l c ano " r o om ) : " I  c a n  s e e  . 
' sky up t h e r e ! • • •  I ' m  l oo k i n g  up t h r o u g h  r o c k s ! • • •  ! t s a 

vo l c ano , mayb e • • • •  L i k e  a l o n g  t u b e  • • • •  j a g g e d  • •  � .  ( Wi t ­
n e s s  t o  1 9 7 6  Ken t u c ky ab d u c t i o n . )  

1 3 ,  Ha l l u c in a t i n g  S ub j e c t  ( " t ub e l ik e "  r o o m ) : " I t ' s  
s o r t  o f  l ik e  a t ub e ,  l i k e  I s o r t  o f  f e e l  • • •  t h a t  I ' m  a t  
t h e  b o t t om o f  a t ub e · l o o k i n g  u p  • •  Y o u  c an s e e  t h e · ( s c r e en s ) 
and ima g e ry . c o nv e r g i n g  w i th a p o in t  i n  t h e  c en t e r  • • • •  " 
( S i e g e  1 ( 13)", p • 1 1  7 • ) 

B u t  t h e  t unn e l / t u b e  ima g e s  t ak e  va r i o u s  f o rm s  in UFO 
r e p o r t s , S ome of t h e s e  are c l e a r l y  t unn e l � l i t e �  wh i l e  
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FIGURE 8--SIMILAR TUBE IMAGES FROM IMAGINARY (1) AND 
"REAL" (2)  ABDUCTIONS , A!ID A IIALLUC IUATION . 
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FIGURE 9--TUNNEL/TUBE IMAGERY IN UFO REPORTS . 
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FIGURE 10--TUBE-.SHAPED UFOs . 

FIGURE 11--TYPICAL RETRACTING LIGHT BEAM FROM UFO 

SHOWING FLAT "CUT-OFF" END . 



FIGURE 12--REPORTED LEVITATION BY BEAM OF LIGHT . 

FIGURE "13--GEOMETRIC · PATTERN AND "COHPLEX" OR 
RECOGNIZABLE IMAGERY FROH HALLUCINATION . 



o th e rs s eem t o  b e  f i gu r a t ive e x t ens i o n s  o f  t h e  ima ge . As. 
F i g u r e  9 s h ows , they eme r g e  i n  r ep o r t s  as UFO p as s a g eway s , 
cub i c les , t rans p a r e n t  c o n t a ine rs , ro oms , e t c .  Th e s imi l a r  
tub e ima g e  appe a r s  as a h o s e - l ik e  a p p e n d a g e  h a n g i n g  f rom 
�he UFO , and a l s o i n  a min i ve rs i o n as a cy l i nd r i c a l  tub e 
f re q ue n t ly w� e ld e d  ( as i � . a me d i c a l  ins t rumen t )  by e n t i t i es 
during a l l e g e d  phy s i c �l e xami na t i ons . 

Th e t unne l / t ub e  ima g e  a l s o  s e ems t o  r e cu r  in t h e  many 
rep o r t s  o f  cy l i n d r i c a l  UPOs . (S ome t y p i ca l  examp l e s  ap­
pear in Fi gu re 1 0 . )  One o f  the mos t unus u a l  mani f e s t a t i on s  
o f  t h i s  i m a g e  ia  t h e  r e t r a c t i n g  l i gh t  b e am ,  whi ch wi tnes s e s  
des c ribe as • k i n  t o  a l i g h t e d  t u b e o r  tunn e l . F r o m  g round 
p e r R p e c t ive . i t  is a s  i f . they are l o o k i n g  i n t o  a tunn e l .  o f ' 
l i gh t . Th i s  t ub e l i k e  b e am h a s  seve r a l  b i z a r r e  q ua l i t i es : 
i t  rep o r t e d ly eme rges an d re t ra c t s  s l owly , s h ow i n g  a f l a t  
"end u (as i n  Figure 1 1 ) ; i t s b r i gh t  l i gh t o f t e n  cas t s  n o  
s h a d ows ; a n d  i t  a l l e ge d ly has · phys i ca l  e f f e c t s ·  u p o n  w i t ­
n e s s es and env i r onment .  

One fun c t i on o f  t h e s e t ub e s  o f  l i gh t  i s  t h e  levi t a t i on 
o f  wi tnes s e s . Pi gure 1 2  � h ow� a . t y p i c a l  r e n d e r i n g  o f  a · 
" r ea l "  levi t a t i o n . · S imi l a r  eve n t s  w e r e  d e s c r i b e d  by t h r � e  
ima g i na ry subj e c t s : 

S ub j e c t  1 1 : "A l ong t u b e  came o � t  o f  i t , and i t  was 
about two f e e t above me , • • •  And this l on g  c y l i n d e r- l ike 
tube c ame d own . · It  was g r ey and • • •  w a s  l ike all c o l o red 
l i gh t s  ins i d e  o f  it • •  � . I s e em to b e  f l o a t i n g  for a s e cond , 
and�- then I vas ins i d e  • • • •  � 

Sub j e c t  1 3 : · " • • •  g e n t l e  s u c t i o n  • • •  i t  j us t  s o r t  o f  
d rew m e  u p  i n t o i t ,  s o r t  o f  t h r o u g� t h e  b o t t om • • •  l ike 
some s o r t  of tunn e l  of a i r  and l i gh t , d rawi n g  me up in­
s id e  of i t  • • • •  I ' m  ins i d e  of a t ub e  when I f i rs t  c om e  
in • • • •  " 

Subj e c t  1 4 : " I  va s p u l l e d  i �  • • •  a p a r t i c l e  o f  dus t 
i n t o  a va c u um c l eane r .  I m e an , I • m j us t  s ud d e n l y  t h e r e  

" . .  ' . 

Ano t h e r  com.mon i m a g e  in h a l l u c ina t i o n s  i s  t h e  g e ome t r i c  
o r  l a t t ice p a t t e rn ,  wh i ch i s  s om e t imes f o un d  c o mb in e d  w i th 
comp l e x  o r  r e c o gn i zab l e  i m a g e ry (as i s · P i gure 1 3 ) . G e ome­
t r i c  p a t t e rn s  a r e  a l � o f ound i n  w i t n e s s e s • s k e t ch e s  of t h e  
t ex t u r e d  s u r f a c es o f  UFOs {va r i o u s  examp l e s  � r �  s hown i n  
F i g u r e  1 4 . ) . Many U F O  g e o me t r i c  p a t t e rns a r e  ap p a ren t r e c ­
t an gu l a r  o r  c i r c u l a r  l i gh t sou r c e s  whi ch a r e  i n t e rp re t e d 
as "w indows " by w i t n e s s e s .  An i n t e re s t in g  p o i n t  ab o u t  r e ­
p o r t e d  U F O  s h a p e s  i s  t h a t  v i r t u a l ly eve ry g e om e t r i c  f o rm 
can be f ound amo n g  w i tne s s e s • s k e t ch e s . 

· 
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FIGURE 14--GEOlmTRIC PATTERNS REPORTED ON UFO SURFACES .  
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Thus OFOs can b e  d i r e c t ly as s o c i a t e d · wi th a s e q ue n c e  
o f  hal luc in a t i on ima g e _ cons t an t �  ts ee F i gu r e  1 5 ) : p u l s a­
t in g  l i gh t  s o u r c e � ; t unn e l s  and / o r  t ub e s ; r � t a t i ng ima g e s ; 
geome t ri c  p a t t e rns ; c o l o r s ; and r a n d om mo veme n t . Th e s e  
and o t h e r  p ar a l l e l s  s u p p o r t  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  s eq uen t i a l  
p a t t e rns e xi s t  i n  d � u g - i n d u c e d  h a l l u c i n a t ions a s  we l l  a s  
ab du c t ions , S i e ge l  s ays t h a t  at least cocaine ha l lucinations 
do appear to p ro g r e s s  t ow a r d  i n c r e as i n g ly i n t e n s e  fe vels 
o f  exp e r i en c e , " f rom �imp l e  sno� l i gh t s  th rough g eome t r i c  
f o rm� t o  t a c t i l e  s e nsa t ions •• ( 1 1 ) • . · 

Rema i n i n g  p ar a l l e ls a r e  even mo r e  d r ama t i c . Th e 
ima g e ry f rom h a l l uc i n a t i o n s  and c l o s e  e n coun t e r  r e p o r t s  i s  
o f ten s o  s imi l a r  a s  t o  b e  n e a r ly in t e r ch a n g e ab l e . I n  Fi � 
gure 1 6  a r e  f o u r  s uc h  s k e t ch e s J f i r s t  "A " ,  f rom a C E - I I I  
i n  whi ch a UFO v·i t h  a "ho n e y c omb t e x t u re " vas ob s e rv e d  w i th 
an en t i ty i n  a vindo�; -� ,. i s  a t y p i c a l  ge ome t r i c  p a t t er n  
f rom � b a l luc i n a t i o n , n o t· v e ry d i f f e r en t f r om the t e x tu r e d  
s u r f ac e  o f  " A " ;  "D" , a l s o  f r om a . h a l l u c in a t io n  e xp e r i en c e , 
s h ows . a r o t a t i n g  t u nn e l  wi th a f i gur e  i n  a "window "  and 
res emb l e s  b o th ••A" and .. c •: .  

In F i gu r e  1 7  a "com� l e x "  o r  r e c o gn i zab l e  h a l lu c i n a t i o n  
ima g e  (righ t )  c a n  h e  comp ar e d  wi t h  a r ep o r t e d  e n ti ty . S imi ­
l a r i t i e s  b e tw e e n  th e tVQ ·ca r t oo n  .. l ike f i g u r e s  i n c lu d e  t h e i r  
aur a , t h e i r  exp r e s s ions , a n d  t h a t  b o th s e em a p p a r i t i o n a l . 
Odd�y , b o th h al l u c i n a t i o� and a b du c t i on wi t ne s s e s  p e r ceive 

_ human fo rms aa c a r t o on �l ik e  o n  o c c as i o n . 

Ther e  a r e  o t h e r  simi l ar i t i es . Ha l l u c i n a t in g  s ub j e c t s  
app aren t ly i n t eg r a t e  t h e i r  o wn  memo r i e s  i n t o  t h e i r  s e s s i on s , 
expe r i e n c i n g  o l d  even t s  Vi t h  s om e  ch a n g e s  and a new i n t en­
s i ty , One i n t e r e s t in g  mani f e �t a t i o n  of th i s  p ro c e s s  i s  
i l lus t r a t e d i n  F i gu r e  1 8 . Hal l u c i n a t i n g  subj e c t s  c ommon l y  
obs e rve a s er i e s  o f  "TV s c r ee n s h  d-isp l ay i n g  v a r i ous p e r s on a l  
even t s  f rom thei r p as t .  S imi l a r l y , b o th ima g i n a ry · and 
� r e a l " ab du c t e e s  r ep o r t  s e e i n g  g ro u p �  of �uch s cr e en s  
b e a r in g  au t o b i og raph i c al d a t a , 

P e r s o n a l  d a t a . eme r g e s  tn o th e r  se gme n t s  o f  ab d u c t i o n  
n a r r a t i ve s- . F o r  i n s t a nc e , · J u d y  Ken d a l l  d e s c r i b e d  h e r  
" c a t he t e r i z a t i o n "  b y  a l i e n s , and t h e n  reve a l e d  s h e  h ad b e en 
c a t he t e r i z ed wh i l e  i n  a h o s-p i t a l  -(4) • Sandy L a r s o n  t o l d  

· 

o f  hav ing h e r  ainus e '  "s c r �p e d "  &y h e r a l i e n  e xami n e r , b u t  
s h.e h a d  h a d  a s i nus op e r a t i o n· p r ev i ous ly (8) • The r e  a r e  
o th e r  examp l e s  t n  t h e  l i t e ra t u r e , Surp r i s i n g l y , o n e  o f  t h e  
imaginary subj e c t� also e x p e r i e n c e d  t h i s  me d i c a l•memo ry 
ph enomen o n 1 sub j e c t  #3  s a i d  a l a r g e  mask a p p a ra t us w a s  p u t  
o v e r  h e r  fa c e  d u � i n g  h e r  e�ami n a t ion t h e n  l a t e r  rememb e r e d  
t h a t a s imi l a r  mask v a s  u s e d  wh e n  s h e  w a s  g i v e n  a t o n s i l ­
l e c t omy a s  a c h i l d , I f  r ememb e r e d  med i ca l  d e t ai l s  c an f i nd 

_r-
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A .  Entitv in "window" of · B .  Typical geometric or 
honevcomb-surface UFO . (F / latt ice image reported by 
Webb , Year of Humanoids . ) 1 hallucinat�ng subj ects . 

. .  
i 

C .  Entity reported near 
auto hood . {Webb /Humanoids 

Hallucination image of . 
human figure within a l rotating tunnel . ( Sugges t e� 
by Siege! , Hallucinat ions . )  

FIGURE 16-- SIUILAR UFO/HALLUCINATION IMAGES . 



\ 
\ 

"Lit tl� · electric man" 
from 1973 Ohio CE-III . 
(Webb /Humanoids . )  

Hallucinat ed f igure 
resemb les ent ity , (L) . 
(Suggested by S iege! , 
Hallucinat ions . )  

FIGURE 17--SD1ILAR FIGURES FROU A UFO . CASE (L) 
AND A liALLUCINATIOn EXPERIEUCE (R) • 

\ 
\ 

\ \ \ \ \ \ 
\ 

FIGURE 18--"ABDUCTEE" AND "TV SCREENS" BEARING PERSONAL 
DATA . SIMILA� PHENOMENA ARE REPORTED DURING 
HALLUCINATIONS . 



t h e i r  way i n t o  imag i n a r y  a n d  " r e a l "  a b d u c t i o n  n a r r a t i v e s , 
t h e r e i s . n o  r e a s o n  why o t h e r  p e r s o n a l  d a t a  s h o u l d  n o t t u r n  
u p  a s  w e l l . A s  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s , i t  i s  c l e a r  
t h a t  t h e  i n t e r p l a y o f  memo r y  a n d  ima g i n a t i on m a y  p r omo t e  
a w i d e  v a r i e t y o f  d e t a i l s  o r i g i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t ' s 
p e r s o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e .  

Wi t n e s s  m i s i n t e rp r e t a t i o n s  m a y  a l s o  b e  i nv o lv e d  i n  a 
s e c o n d  b o d y  o f  e v i d e n c e  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  " r e a l i t y "  o f  ab d u c ­
t e e s ' e x p e r i en c e s . Th i s  e v i d e n c e  i s  p r o v i d e d  b y  " d e a t h "  
n a r r a t i v e s  o r  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  e v en t s  s u p p l i e d  b y  p e r s o n s  
who h av e  a p p a r e n t l y e x p e r i e n c e d  c l i n i c a l  d e a t h  b e f o r e  b e i n g  
r e s u s c i t a t e d o r  o t h e rw i s e  " r e t u r n e d '' t o  l i f e .  As d e � c r i b e d  
b y  Raym o n d  Mo o d y  a n d  o t h e r s  ( 9 }  t h e  e v i d e.n c e  i s  a n e c d o t a l  
r a t h e r  t h a n  r 1g i d l y  s c i e n t i f i c , a n d  t h i s  s h o u l d  b e  k e p t i n  
m i nd . Bu t b e s i d e s  b e i n g  i n t r i g u i n g  a n d · p r o v o c a t i v e , i n  i t s 
g e n e r a l l y  i n f o rm a l  c h a r a c t e r i t  i s  n o t  t o � . di f� e r en t  . f r om 
t h e  b u l k  o f  U F O  e v i d e n c e . " De a t h "  e x p e r i e n c e s  t y p i c a l ly 
i nv o l v e  a s e r i e s o f  e v e n t s  w h i c h  h a v e  m any p a r a l l e l s  w i t h  
t h e  U F O  a b d u c t i o n  s e q u e n c e .  A l t h o u g h  " d e.a t h  " · n a r r a t iv e s  
d o  n o t a lw a y s  f o l l ow a n  i d e n t i c a l  s e q u e n c e  o f  e v e n t s , m an y  
o f  t h e  d e s c r ib e d p h e n o m e n a  a r e  c o n s i s t e n e  w i t h d e t a i l s  f r o m  
a b d u c t i o n s . S im i l a r i t i e s  i n c l u d e : 1 }  a b r i g h t  l i g h t ; 
2 }  a humm i n g  ( mu s i c a l  o r  a n n o y i n g } ;  3 }  a s e n s e  o f  f l o a t i n g  
o u t  o f  b o d y : 4 }  m o v i n g  t h r o u g h  a " t unne l "  o r  t ub e ; 5 }  
a p p r o a c h i n g  a d o o r  o r  b o r d e r  o f  s om e  s o r t ; 6 }  e n c o un t e r ­
i n g  a " b e i n g o f  1 i g h  t " ;  7 )  t e l e p a t h i c  c ommun i c a t i o n  w i t h  
t h e  " b e i ng " ; 8 )  a r a p i d  r e v i ew " a s  o n  a TV. s c r e e n "  o f  
e v e n t s  i n  t h e  w i t n e s s ' s  l i f e ;  9 )  a k i n d  o f  " m o r a l  e x am i n a ­
t i o n "  ( r o u g h l y a k i n  t o  t h e  a b d u c t e e ' s  p h y s i c a l  e x a m ) wh i c h  
invo l v e s  p a s t d e e d s ; 1 0 }  a m o r a l  " m e s s a g e "  o f  s om e  k i n d ; 
1 1 )  a " r e t ur n " ; 1 2 )  an a f t e r m a t h  in w h i ch t h e  w i t n e s s  
e x p e r i e n c e s  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  o f  p e r s o na l i t y c h a n g e . 

T h e  ov e r a l l  c o n t e x t  o f  d e a t h  and d y i n g  i s  o f  c o u r s e  
r emo t e  f r om UFO a b d u c t i o n s , b u t  i n  t h a t . r e s p e c t i t  i s  l i k e  
r e p o r t s  o f  h a l l u c i n a t i o n  ex p e r i e n c e s .  I n  F i g u r e  1 9  a r e  
l i s t e d  s om e  o f  t h e  s i g n a l  p a r a l l e l s  . .  b e t w e � n  " r e a l "  a n d  
im ag i n a r y  a b d u c t i o n s , h a l l u c i n a t i o n s , " d e a t h "  n a r r a t i v e s , 
and o t h e r  p r o c e s s e s . The a p p a r e n t  n e $ r - i d e n t i t y o f  imag e r y 
am ong t h e s e  p h e n o m e n a  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  wh a t �v e r  d i f i e �e n c e s  
the r e  a r e  s t em n o t f r om q u a l i t a t i v e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  b u t  f r om 
p � r t i c i p a n t s ' in t e r p r e t a� i o n s . N o t e . a l s o  t h a t  F i g u r e  1 9  
i n c lud e s  ima g i n a r y  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s , ·  im a g i n a r y  . '"d e a t h "  e x p e r ­
i e n c e s , a n d  c r e a t iv e 1 ima g i na t i o n  c a t e g o r i e s . S t u d y  o f  t h e s e  
a r e a s  i s  w e l l  und e r  way , and f u r t h e r  r e s u l t s  w i l l  b e  mad e 
av a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t c o nv e n i e n c e  . 

. • 

Do t h e  e x t e n s i v e  p a r a l l e l s  among h � l l uc i n a t io n s , " d e a t h "  
ex.p e r i e n c e s , and im a g i n a r y / N r e a l "  a b d u c t i o n s  p r o v e  t h a t  U F O  
a b d u c t i o n s  a r e  i l l u s o r y ?  I t h i n k  no t ,  f o r  f o u r  r e a s o n s . F i r s t , 
many a b d u c t i o n  · ( an d  o t h e r  c l o s e  e n c o un t e r }  r e p o r t s  in v o l v e  d u a l  
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o r  mu l t i p l e  w i t n e s s e s  a n d  t h e r e  i s  s c an t ev i d e n c e  t h a t  mu l t i p l e  
h a l l u c i n a t i o n s  o i  s h a r e d  " d e a t h s '' o c c u r  a t  a l l - - l e t a l o n e  . 
s p o n t a n e o u s l y  a n d  e x t e n d i n g  o v e r  s e v e r a l  h o u r s � S e c o n d , 
t h e r e  a r e  rep o r t e d p hy s i o l o g i c a l , p s y c h o l o g i c � l ; and phy s i ­
c a l  e f f e c t s  as s o c i a t e d � i t h  ab d u c t i o n  e Y.n e r i e n c e s  wh i c h - -
i f  t ru e - - a r e  un c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  . o f  t h e  o th � r eve n t s � Th i r d , 
h a l l u c ina t i n g  and " d e a t h " s ub j e c t s a r e  c onv i n c e d  o f  t h e  
" r e a l i ty " o f  t h e i r  exp e r i e n c �  o n l y  � u r ! n �  o r  a f t e r  p e ak 
i n t ens i ty p e r i o d s ; b u t  mos t n& c u c c i o n  o r  o th e r  c l o s e  e n c o un­
t e r  wi tnes s e s are p e r s u �d �d ve ry � � r l y  G! � h e  " � e a l i ty " o f  
t h e  even t - -h owev e r  i n c r e d ib l e  t h e y· �now i t  t o  b e . V o u r th , 
whi l e  t h e  t r i g g e r ing �e e n a n i s m  o r  s t imu lus f o r  h a l l u c i n a-
t i on s  and " d e a t h s " a p p � r e n t ly c an & e  d e t e rm i n e d  w i t h  s ome 
a c c u r a cy , th e s t i mu l us f o r  " r e a l "  ab d u c t i on e xp e r i e n c e s  
c o n t i n u e �  t o  b e  o n e  o f  t h e  maj o r  unkb owus o f  u f� l o gy . 

WhJ. l e  ab d � c t ion exp er·i en e e !!  a r e  p r o o ab �y n o t s imp ly 
h a l l u c i n a t o ry , the i r  ass o c i a t i o n  wi th h a l l u c i n a t i o n  and 
" d e a t h "  ima g e  c on s t an t s  p r ov i d e s  o b j e c t i ve evi d e n c e  o f  
s ubs t an t i a l  s i gn i f i c an c e  t o  u f o l o gy z the s e  s i mi l a r i t i e s 
a r g u e  tha t a t  l e as t  p a r t •  o f  " r e a l " a o d u e t e e s ' nar r a t ives 
are a c c u ra t e  r e f l e c t ton• of wh a t  t h e i r  sens o ry mechani s ms 
h ave rep o r t e d . Th a t  i s , vi t n e ss e s  h ave r • a l ly pe r c e i v e d  
b r i g h t , pu l s a t in g  c o l o rs ; . l i gh t e d  t unn e l s ; l a t t i c e - t e x t ured 
" s ometh {n g s " i n  r art d om moveme n t  tu · the s k i e s ; and h uman­
o i d f i gu r e s ! Th ese • ab d u c t ion ima ge cqns t an t s •  p ro v i d e  a 
s t ru c t u r e  w h i ch " r e a l '" vi t n e s s-e e  c ou l d  s o  i n t e r p r e t  as t o  
l e a d  them t o  deve l op a n  e n c oun t e r  n a r r a t i ve -- j u s t  a s  t h e  
ima g i n a ry s ub j e c t s may . h av e  �o n e . 

A b r i e f l y  s k e t ch e d  mo d e l  o f  a •r e a l "  ab d u c t i on e x p e ­
r i en c e  cou l d  invo lve tfi.e f o l l ovi n g  : · 1 }  the ab d u c t i o n  ima g e 
c o n s t an t s  (wh i ch t h e  w i t n e s s  a c t u a l l y  p e r c e i ve s ) are i n t e­
g r a t e d  wi th d a t a  l a r g e l y  f ro m· 2 )  t li e  ima g i n a t i o n , 3 )  t h e  
memo ry , a n d  4 )  t h e  vi tne s s- • a . (ETR� b i as e d )  gen e r a l awa r e n e s s  
o f  UFOs . Th e w i t n e s s "'s c o nvi c t i o n o f  t h e  " re a l i t y "  o f  t h e  
i llla g e  eons. t a n t s  en c ou r a s e s  a n  ·unc r t t t c a l  a c c e p t an c e  o f  d a t a  
f r olll t h e  ima g i n a t i o n  . and memo rT .  a n d  ano t h e r  U F O  e n c o un t e r  
even t i s  ex p e r i e n c e d , 

· 

Th i s  mo d e l  f a l ls sh o r t  o f  e xp l a i n i n g  maj o r  s e gm e n t s  o f  
t h e  UFO phenomen on , p a r t t e u l a r l T  t h e  r e p o r t e d  . ph y s i c a l  
a n d  phys i o l o g i c a l  e f f ec t �  wnt ch al l e ge d ly a c c omp any c l o s e  
e n c o un t e rs . I t  d o e •  � o t· c l a r i fy how o r  why w i t ne s s e s  i n t e ­
g r a t e  t he i m a g e  c o n s t an t s  a n d  o t h e r  d a t a  i n t o  abd u c t i o n  ex­
p e r i e n c e s ; n o r  h ov a l l  these ma t t e r s  r e l a t e  to n i g h t  l i gh t s  
and d a y l i gh t  d i s·c s , wh i  e h.  comp r i s e t li e  maj o r i t y o f  s i gh t i n g  
r e p o r t s . Ab o ve a l l 1 e t i l l  unknown i s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  
s t illlu l u s  wh i c h  i n i t i a t e •  t h e  vi tne s s e s • p e r c e p t i on o f  a b ­
du c t ion illla g e  c ons t au is �- t h e  f i rs t a n d  mos t mys t e r i ous 
event in the ab d u c t i on s e q uen c e . I n  t h i s  c onn e c t io n , the 
French u f o l o g i s t C l aud Ri f a t • s  s p e cu l a t i v e  c o n c l u s i o ns ' 
s e em apt ( l o) :  
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UFO r e p o r t s  • • •  d o · no t g i ve us any ind i c a t i o n  of t h e  
t r u e s t i m u l u s  wh i c h e l i c i t e d the r e p o r t ; th ey g ive u s  
o n l y  wha t the s ub j e c t f an c i e s  ab o u t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  a UFO 
• • • • CE- I I I s a r e  L S D - l i k e e x p e r i en c e s  in �h i c h a s u b -

- j e c t  p e r c e ive s a m i x t u r e  o f  t h e  r e a l  wo r l d a n d  o f  her / 
h i s  inne r u n c o n s c i o us o n e . 

Th i s  e p i s t em o l o g i c a l d i l emma s ho u l d  s u f f i c e , b u t  i t s c om­
p l ex i t i e s  mu l t i p l y .  A r e c en t  s t udy by p s y c ho log i s t R i c h a r d  
H a i n e s  f i nd s n o  s ub s t an t i a l · d i f f e r en c e s  b e tw e e n  s k e t c h e s  o f  
U F O s  by " r e a l "  w i t n e s s e s  � nd non-wi t ne s s e s  (4) , ind i c a t ing 
tha t anyone c an s k e t ch a UFO w i th " a c c ur a c y "  whe t h e r  o r  no 
he / s h e  has had a UFO e x p e r i e nc e .  Like t h e  i m a g i n a r y  s t u d y , 
t he Ha ine s r e s u l t s  mak·e o n e  wond e r  how m·u ch- - i f  any- -UFO w i t -

· n e s s  t e s t imoney i s  " t ru e . "  Fu r t h e r , r e s e a r che r s  have d e t e r ­
m i n e d  tha t d u r i ng REM o r  d r e am s l e e p  t h e  human mus c u l a� sy s t em 
und e r g o e s  a m i l d  p a r a ly s i •  ( p e rh a p s  t o  p r ev e n t  the p h y s i c a l  
a c t ing o u t  o f  d r e ams ) ( l ) . C l o s e  e n c o un t e r  w i t n e s s e s  f r eq u e n t ­
ly r e p o r t  a s e n s e o f  p a r a ly s i s  a t  t h e  f i r s t  a p p r o a c h o f  a UFO 
and / o r  at o t he r i n t e n s e  momen t s . But s e v e r a l  imag i n a r y  ab d u c ­
t e e s - -and the i r  e n i gma t i c  c on s i s t e n c y  i s  m a d d e n i ng - d e s c r ib e d  
f e e l i ng p a r a l y z e d  ·a t  s i m i l a r  m omen t s . I f  t h e  p a r a l y s i s  m e a n s  
t h a � · uFO e x p e r i en c e s  a r e  r e l a t e d  s o m e how to  d r e am s , t h e n  how 
do we e x p l a i n  the imag i n a ry s u b j ic t s ' r e p o r t s  o f  p a r a l ys i s  in 
s im i l a r  s i t u a t i ons ? 

I t  i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  d r e ams , ha l l u c i n a t i ons , d e a t h e x p e r i ­
enc e s , and a va r i e t y o f  o th e r  men t a l  p henomena a r e  r e l a � e d  

. t o  U F O  ·exp e r i e n c e s . O u r  r e s e a r c h  h a s  f o und e x t e n s i v e  s im i ­
la r i t i e s b e tw e en U F O  e n c o un t e r s  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  and . me t aphy s i ­
c a l  mys t i c i sm , f o l k l o r e  (16) 1 · ·shaM.ns ' · trances , migraine 
a t t a c ks , and even the o p e ; a t i o ns o f  t h e  c r e a t ive imag i n a t i o n . 
Among t h e  s im i l a r i t i e s  a r e  r e c u r r e n t ima g e- c o n s t a n t s , a 
b a s i c a l ly co ns i s t e n t  s eq u en c e  o f  e v e n t s , and t h e  unu s u a l  " p e a k  
exp e r i e nce"  q u a l i ty c ommo n to  a l l . Al s o , v e ry b i z a rr e . lnc i ­
d e n t� i n  ab d u c t i o n  r e p o r t s  h av e  p a r a l l e l s  i n  the s e  phenomena . 
Fo r ex amp l e , t h e  emb a r r a s s i ng ly i n c r e d ib l e  "b o d i ly d i smemb e r­
men t "  s om e t i m e s  r e p o r t e d by a b d u c t e e s  ( i . e . , S andy L a r s o n , 
G a r d e n  G r o v e  C a s e , e t c . ) ,  i s  a r e g u l a r  f e a tu r e  o f  s h am an s ' 
" d e a th- r e b i r t h "  t r an c e s . Ag a i n , t h e  c o mm o n ly r e p o r t e d  " TV 
s c r e e n  r ev i ew " i n  ab d u c t i o n  c a s e s  c l e a r ly s u g g � s t s  t h e  "my 
who l e  l i f e  f l a s h e d  b y "  s y n d rome of n e a r -d r own i n g  v i c t ims 
a n d . p e r s o ns u n d e r g o ing p s y c h i c  s h o c k . O b v i o u s ly , a l l  o f  
t h e s e  phe nomena c o u l d  b e  r e l a t e d  · b y  s ome c ommon a s p e c t  o f  
c o n s c i o u s ne s s . · 

Wh i l e  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  d o  no t u n d e r s t and any o f  t h e s e  ma t ­
t e r s  c omp l e t e ly , two t he o r i e s  ( b o th o f  wh i c h  r e c a l l  J u ng ' s  
c o l le c t iv e  u n c o ns c i o u s , i n t e r e s t i ng l y )  s e em w o r th c o n s i d e r ­
ing • . S i e g e l  p r� p o s e s  t h a t  " u nd e r l y i n g . m e ch a n i s ms i n  the 
c e n t r a l  n e rv o u s  s y s t e m "  a r e  o p e r a t i v e  in h a l l u c i n a t i o n s . 
( 1 2 )  S tanis lav Grof sugjles ts the r e  a r e a r c h e typ a l  ma t r i c e s in 
th e m i n d  wh i c h a r e  a c t iva t e d  a f t e r  a r e q u i s i t e  s t imu l u s . ( 3) 
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G r o f  f o l l ow s  p s y c h o l o g i s t O t t o  R a n k  and o t h e r s  who f i n d  a 
maj o r  f o r m a t iv e  i n f l u e n c e  o n  t h e  b r a i n in t h e  t r auma a s s o c i ­
a t e d  w i t h  n o rm a l  human b i r t h p r o c e s s e s . I t  is t emp t i ng t o  
s e e  a - r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n t h e  o mn i p r e s e n t  tun n e l / t u b e  ima g e s  
o f  UFO e n c o un t e r s  a n d  t h e  v a g i n a l  t u b e  o r  t un n e l  t h r o u g h  
wh i c h  m o s t o f  u s  h a v e  p a s s e d  d u r ing b i r t h .  P a r a l l e l s  a b o u nd 
in the in f an t ' s  t r i p f r om E d e n - l i k e  s e c u r i t y  t h r o u g h  a 
v i o l e n t l y o p p r e s s i v e  a n d  p e r ha p s  p r o l o n g e d  p a s s a g e. t o  a 
N b i g  r o o m "  wi t h  �� e i n g s " , b r i g h t  l i g h t s , and s t r a n g e  s o un d s . 
T h e  p h y s i c a l , p h y s i o l o g i c a l , a n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  e f f e c t s  o n  t h e 
n e wb o r n  c a n  ha r d l y  b e  o v e r e s t im a t e d , a n d  t h e s e  e f f e c t s  r e c a l l  
t h e  s im i l a r l y o v e rwh � lm i n g  r e s p o n s e s  by " r e a l "  ab d u c t e e s  t o  
t h e i r  a d v en t u r e s . 

We a r e  p r e s e n t l y  c o n s i d e r i n g  a t e s t o f  t h e  b i r t h - t r a um a 
h yp o t h e s i s . We w i l l  a t t e mp t t o  g i v e  im a g i n a r y  a b d u c t i o n s  t o  

. a g r o u p  o f  ind iv i d u a l s  who h a v e b e en b o r n  b y  C a e s a r i a n s e c t i o n  
· t o  S' e e  · wh..e t h e r  t n. e  t u b e im a g e  i s  e q u a l l y  d o m i n an t , l e s s  s o , o r  
n o n - e x i s � e n t  i n  t h e i r  n a r r a t iv e s . I f  t h e r e  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
d i f f e r e n t  · n um b e r s  o f  t un n e l / t u b e  i m a g e s  i t  w i l l b e  , in t e r e s t i n g . 

We ha v e  f o l l o w e d G r o f ' s  i d e a s  s o m e wh a t  i n  n a* i n g  t h e  
UFO / h a l l u c i n a t i o n / d e a t h b e d  v i s i o n  p r o c e s s  t h �  e n c o u n t e r m a t r i x . 
We s e e  i t  a s  s e r v i n g m a n y  s i t u a t i o n s  in c omm o n , w i t h  t h e  
ind iv i d u a l t s  s u b j e c t i v e  in t e r p r e t a t i o n s  d e t e r m i n i n g  w h e t h e r  
a g i v e n  ev en t i s  e x p e r i e n c e d  a s  a P d e a t h '' e v e n t , a n  a b d u c t i o n , 
o r  wha t e v e r . 

T h e  i d e a  t h a t p r o c e s s e s  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  n e rv o u s  s y s t e m 
and / o r  u n c o n s c i o u s  m a t r i c e s  a r e  i n v o l v e d  in UFO e n c o u n t e r s  
c e r t a i n l y  s e em s  wo r t h  p u r s u i n g . I f  u f o l o g i s t s  hav e l e a r n e d  
s o m e t h i n g  f r o m  h y p n o s i s , h a l l u c i n a t i o n s , a n d  d e a t h b e d  v i s i o n s , 
p e r h a p s  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  o t h e r  s p e c i a l i s t s  in human c o n s c i o u s ­
n e s s  m a y  l e a r n  s om e t h in g  f r om a b d u c t i o n  n a r r a t i v e s  a n d  t h e 
� u l k o f  UFO r e p o r t s .  A i d s  t o  s u c h  s t u d y  m a y  w e l l  i n c lud e t h e  
e n c o u n t er m a t r i x t he o r y a n d  hy p n o s i s  o f  im a g i n a r y  " a b d u c t e e s " ,  
wh i c h  t o g e t he r hav e p r o v i d e d  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  in f o r m e d  s e r i e s  
o f  a p p a r e n t  r e p l i c a t i o n s  o f  UYO e x p e r i e n c e s . ( 1 4 )  
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APP END I X  I 

The im ag inary a b d u c t e e s  w e r e  unp a ia � o lun t e e r s  f r om l o c a l  
c o l l e g e s  a n d  c ommun i t i e � w h o  we r e  r e c r u i t e d  th ro ugh wo r d - o f ­
m o u t h  a n d  c ampus  news p ap e r  adve r t i s ing . The s t u d e n t  newp a p e r  
ad a s k e d  f o r  " c r e a t i v e , v e r b a l  typ e s " · t o  vo l un t e e r  f o r  an 
" in t� r e s t i ng exp e r i en c e  · in hypn o s i s  and imag ina t i on . "  S e l e c ­
t i o n  wa s m a d e  a f t e r  s c r e en i n g  o u t  a n y  w h o  h a d  h a d  U F O  s i g h t -
ing & , and tho s e  wh o s e eme d i n f o rm e d  abo u t  UF�. On t h e  n i g h t 
o f  the hypno s i � s e s s i o n� an inf o rma t i o n a l  q u e s t i onna i r a  w a s  
admin i s t e r e d , . t e s t ing f o r  g en e r a l  a t t i t u d e s  t ow a r d  UFOs an d 
inc l u d i ng a s e r i e s  o f  name - r e c o gn i t i o n q ue s t i o n s  wh i c h  w e r e  
l a t er g iven t o  the s ub j e c t  un d e r  hypno s i s as  a c h e c k . 

Th e imag inary ab d u c t i on h y p n o s i s  s e s s i o n s  we r e  c o n d u c t e d  
in a �o s p i t a l  in An ah e i m , q a l i f o rn i a . The hypno t i s t  wa s D r . 
Wi l l iam C .  M c Ca l l , a med i c a l  d o c t o r  w i t h  two d e c a d e s  o f  c l in i ­
c a l  hyp no s i s  ex p e r i e n c e  wh o o v e r  t h e  p a s t f o u r  y e a r s  h a s  r e ­
g r e s s ed mo r e  t h a n  . 3 0  p e r s o n s  w h o  a l l � e d ly we r e  inv o l v e d  i n  
abd uc t i o n s  o r  c l o s e  e n c o un t e r s . D r . M c C a l l  u t i l i z e d  a n  arm­
lowe r ing ind u c t io n  in a l l  c a s e s  d e s c r ib e d  h e r e in . Each s e s s i o n  
t o o k  abou t an h o u r . 

The inve s t i g a t o r s  h a d  exp e c t ed t h a t  much p r omp t ing of t h e  
s ub j e c t s  wo u ld b e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  g e t  a n y  r e s u l t s  a t  a l l , and 
thu s the i n t e r r o g a t i o n  f o rm va s s u p p l i e d  wi t h  many s p e c i f i c s  
s u c h  as  s i z e , s h ap e , c o l o r , s en s e  d a t a , e t c . , a s . an a id t o  t h e  
hypno t i s t in c a s e  t h e  s ub j e c t s · c o u ld no t s u p p l y  s u ch d e t a i l s . 
Wh a t  a c t ua l ly h a p p e n e d , a s  i s  s o  o f t � n  t h e  c a s e  in UFO r e s e a r c h , 
t h e  inv e s t i g a t o r s  .f o und a s t on i s h in g : · . e a ch o f · t h e  f � i s t  e i g h t  
s ubj e c t s  r e g r e s s e d  . p r ov i d ed a c o h e r en t , i n t r ig u i ng U F O  a b d u c ­
t i o n  n a r r a t i ve . Wha t  s t a r t l e d  u s  a t  f i r s t  w a s  t h e  s ubj e c t s ' 
e a s e  and e a g e r n e s s  o f  n a r r a t ive inven t io n . U s u a l ly , a f t e r  
i n t ro d u c ing e a c h  s i tu a t io n� - s u c h  a s , " De s c r i b e  t h e  in t e r i o r " -­
D r . McCa ll wo u l d  s i t  b a ck and t h e  s ub j e c t  wo u l d  t a l k  f r e e l y  
w i th no mo r e  p romp t i n g  than an o c c a s i o n! , "Wh a t ' s  h ap p en i ng , 
now ? "  

I t  s ho u l d  b e  emp ha s i z e d . t h a t  a l l  e i g h t  o f  t h e  imag ina r y  
r e g r e s s i o ns i n  t h i s  f i r s t  s e r i e s  w e r e  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  e a r l y 
1 9 7 7 ,  many m o n t h s  b e f o r e  t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  t h e  m o t i on p i c t u r e s , 
C l o s e  En c o un t e r s o f  the Th i r d  Kind , and S t a r  Wa r s . Thu s t h e s e  
o bv i o u s  s o u r c e s  c o u l d  no t have in f l u e n c e d  t h e  f i r s t  g r o u p  o f  
imag inary s ubj e c t s . W e  h ave f o und n o  s ub s t an t i a l  H o l lyw o o d  
i n f l u e n c e  on a n y  ima g i n a ry · s u b j e c t· we have r e g r e s s e d  s i n c e  t h e  
r e l e a s e  o f  the s e  f i lm � .  
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Af t e r  the f i r s t  two s e s s i o n s , i t  w a s  o b v i o u �  t h a t  a n  ob ­
j e c t iv e  analy s i s o f  the d a t a  was imp e r a t iv e . A l in e - b y - l i n e  
ana ly s i s  o f  f o u r  " r e a l "  and ! o u r  ima g i nary s e s s i o n s  w a s  i n i ­
a t ed , w i t h  in f o rma t i o n a l  d a t a  i n  e a ch o f  the t en c a t e g o r i e s  
b e ing che cke d througho u t . ( An e x amp l e  o f  an an a ly z e d  t y p e­
s c r i p t for imag i n a ry s u b j e c t I S  is a t t a c h e d  a s  Ap p end ix I I I . ) 

The qu an t i f i c a t ion a t t emp t i s  n o t wh o l ly s a t i s f a c t o ry ,  
f o r  the _ c a t e � o r i e s  � r e  imp e r f e c t and t h e  a n a ly s e s  b a s e d  u p o n  
t h e m  a r e  s u b j e c t iv �  and imp r e c i s e . Fu r th e r ,  " r e a l "  hypno t i c 
r e g r e s s i on s e s s i o n s  p r e s e n t  maj o r  p r ob lems t o  the anal y s t : 
the s e s s io n s  v a r y  i n  leng t h , and w i t n e s s e s  o f t en r e p e a t  t h em­
s e l ve s , are o f t en g i v e n  c u is , a n d  a r e  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  and f r ag ­
men t a�y i n  n a rr a t iv e  manne r .  S t i l l  i t  s h o u l d  b e  p o i n t e d  o u t  
tha t t h e  s ame a n a ly t i c a l  m a c h i n e r y  w a s  a p p l i ed t o  b o th " r e a l "  
and im ag i n a ry n a r r a t ive s . 

Whe n d a t a  f rom t h e  f o �r ima g i n a ry s e s s i o n s  h a d  b e e n  a n a l ­
y z ed , they w e r e  c omp a r e d  w i t h  the f o u r  " r e a l "  ab d u c t i o n s . T h e  

· " r e a l "  c a s e s  h a d  b e e n  c h o s en b e c a u s e  t h ey we r e  d e em e d  o f  h i g h  
c r e d i b i l i ty : t h r e e  c a s e s  · i n v o l v e d  mu l t i p l e!  w i t n e s s e s  a n d - the 
f ou r th h a d  two ; all  but  one h a d  r e c e iv e d  e x t ens i v e  med i a  and 
inv e s t ig a t iv e  a t t e n t i o n , a n d  that o n e  had b e e n  inv e s t i g a t e d  
by t h e  imag i n a r y  hyp no s i s  t e am .  

Th e t e n - c a t e g o r y  a n a l y s i s  c omp u t e d  i t s  r e s u l t s  i n  r a the r 
s imp l e-min d e d  f as h i on , b y  t o t a l i ng t h e  numb e r  o f  i n f o rm a t i o n a l  
"b i t s "  i n  e a c h  c a t e g o ry a n d  d i v id i n g  t o  g e t  p e r c e n t a g e s . Wh i l e  
ind i v i d u a l  f i g u r e s  v a r i e d  a s  much a s  t e n  p o i n t s , a p a t t e rn 
eme r g e s  when t h e  av e r ag e s  o f  t h e  f ou r  " r e a l "  c a s e s  a r e  c omp a r e d  
wi th ave r a g e s  o f  t h e  f o u r  imag i n a r y  c a s e s : 

COMPAR I S ON OF " R EAL" AND I MAG I NARY C AS E S  ( I N  I NFO B I T  NUM B E R S  
XRD PERCENTAG E S �  
INFORMAT I O N  B I T  CATEGORY : 1 1  1 2  1 3  # 4  I S  1 6  1 7  1 8  TOTAL 

( I N  :§IT NU,HBERS ) 
" REAL : CAS E A : * 1 2 7  3 0  . 5 1 3 5  8 3  3 3  5 8  8 6  5 5 7  

" " B :  1 1 5  3 0  1 3  8 0  3 8  3 7  3 4  4 2  3 8 9 
" " C "  1 2 9  2 6  1 2  1 2 1  4 7  5 6  7 2  6 2  5 2 5  
" 11 D :  1 2 2  2 3  1 0  1 2 5  2 2  3 3  8 3  3 4  4 5 2  

IMAG . CAS E  A :  1 0 3  3 6  6 7 2  4 4  3 3  . 4 8  2 2  3 6 4  
.. " B :  7 6  2 3  9 5 4  3 3  3 0  . 2 4  2 4  2 7 3  
11 .. C :  9 0  2 9  6 7 9  2 3  3 3  3 1  3 2  3 2 3 . 
11 11 D :  8 9  3 2  2 6· 1 3 1  6 2  2 9  7 0  5 0  4 8 9 

" R.EA.L " AV ERAG E :  1 2 3  2 7  1 0  1 1 5  4 8  4 0  6 2  5 6 . 4 8 1  
IMAG . AVERAG E :  8 9  3 0  1 2  8 4  4 0  3 1  4 3  3 2  3 6 2  
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I NFORMAT I O N  C A T E G O RY : Il l  11 2  11 3 " ff 4  11 5  11 6  . . IJ 7  11 8  

( I r P ERC ENTAG E S ) 
" R EA !. "  CAS E A :  . 2 2 8  . 0 5 3  . 0 0 8  . 2 4 2  . 1 4 9  . 0 5 9  . . 1 0 4 . 1 5 4  

1r l� ll :  . 2 9 5  . 0 7 7  . 0 3 3  . 2 0 5  . 0 9 7  . 0 9 5  . 0 8 7  . 1 0 7  
!I If c :  . 2 4 6  . 0 4 9  . 0 2 3  . 2 3 0  . 0 8 9  . 1 0 7  . 1 3 7  . 1 1 8  
:; n 0 :  . 2 6 9  . 0 5 0  . 0 2 2  . 2 7 6  . ·0 4 8  . 0 7 3  . 1 8 3  . 0 7 5  

I MAG . C A S E  A :  . 2 8 2  . 0 9 9  . 0 1 6  . 1 9 8  . 1 2 1  . 0 9 1  . 1 3 2  . 0 6 0  
.. . .. B :  . 2 7 8  . 0 8 4  . 0 3 3  . 1 9 7  . 1 2 0  . 1 0 9  . 0 8 8  . 0 8 8  
.. " C :  . 2 7 8  . 0 8 9  . 0 1 8  . 2 4 4  . 0 7 1  . 1 0 2  . 0 9 6  . 0 9 9  
:t " . D :  . 1 8 2  . 0 6 5  . 0 5 3  . 2 6 7  . 1 2 7  . 0 5 9  . 1 4 3  . . 1 0 2  

" REAL" AVE RAG E : . 2 5 6  . 0 5 6  . 0 2 1  . 2 3 9  . 0 9 9  . 0 8 3 · . 1 2 8  . 1 1 6  
IMAG . AVERAG E : . 2 5 5  . 0 8 4  . 0 3 0  . 2 2 6  . 1 0 9  . 0 9 0  . 1 1 4  • 0 8 7  . 

* I d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f  t h e  " r e a l "  c a s e s  may b e  h e l p f u l . " A "  i s  
J u d y  ICend a l l  ( Wo o d l an d , C a l i f . ,  1 9 7 1 ) ; " B "  i s  B e t t y H i l � ' s  
" d r e am n a r r a t i v e " ; · " c "  i s  E l a i n e  T h o m a s  ( L i b e r t y ,  K e n t u c ky , 
1 9 7 6 ) ; " l> " i s  S a ndy La r s o n . 
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S AMP L E  IMAG I NARY HY P NO T I C  TRAN S CR I P T  

QU ES T I O N  1 5 : S U B J EC T  UNDERG O E S  " P HY S I CAL 
EXAMINAT I O N " : 

MC : 

EJ : 

MC : 
EJ : 

MC : 
EJ : 

A l l  r i g h t . Now , I wan t you to im a g i n e  
tha t y o u ' r e und e �g o ing s om e  t y p e o f  
p hy s i c a l  exam i n a t i o n . I wan t y o u  t o  
d e s c r i b e  t o  m e  wh a t ' s  h a p p e n ing . 
Uh -- I ' m  l a y i n g  on o n e  o f  th o s e  t ab l e s . 
Uh - - th a t  o n e  t h a t  was c l o s e s t t o  m e  
s t i l l  s e em s t o  b e  t h e  o n e  t h a t ' s  i n  
c h a r g e  o f  t h i n g s . Uh--my h e a r t  i s  
b ea t i n g  r e a l l y f a s t  b e c a u s e  I ' m r e a l ly 
s c ar e d , even though h e  c ommun i c a t e d · t o  
m e  no t t o  b e  a f r a i d . I d o n ' t k n o w  i f  
h e  u n d e r s t an d s  how much a hu�an--you 
know�- c a n . t ake , or wh a t  he can do t o  m e  
t h a t - - tha t i t  w i l l  b e  a l l  r i g h t , and 
wha t  it wo n ' t .  And if h e ' s  g o i n g  t o  
i n j e c t  any t h ing i n  m e  o r  n o t .  Uh-- I ' m  
p r ay in g , b u t  I ' m n o t  c L o s ing m y  e y e s  . 
b e c au s e  I ' m  .s t a r i n g  a t  t h i s  b e ing . I ' m 
a f r a i d  o f  h im .  Ub--he ' s  g o t  m e  s t r ap p e d  
d own . A s t r a p  a c r o s s m y  a rm s , a n d  o n e  
a c r o s s  my l ow e r  l e g . Uh-- • • •  h e ' s  d o i n g  
t h i n g s l i k e- - l i k e  I · g u e s s - - c h e c k i n g  o u r  
he ar t b e a t , t a king a b l o o d  t e s t - -
B o w  i s  be d o in g  t h a t ? · 
G o t • • •  o n e  o f  t h o s e  m a c h i n e s f o r  t ak i n g  
b l o o d . I t ' s  l i ke a n e e d l e  on t h e  l o n g  
e n d  o f  o n e  o f  t ho s e  t ub e s . � o , i t ' s  
j us t - - t o o k  i t  o u t r e a l  q u i c k . Almo s t  
l i ke a v a c u um . Uh- � · · ·  and • • •  h i s  f in ­
g e r s  a r e  k i n d  o f  c o l d and c l ammy • • • •  

Wh a t ' s  h a p p en i n g  n ow ?  
W e l l ,  t he y ' r e -- s e em s  l i ke m y  c l o t h e s  have 
k i nd of d i s i n t e g r a t e d . I j u s t  f e e l - ­
s t r an g e . Uh- - c o l d  a n d  h o t .  U h- - t h e  
o t h e r  o n e  i s - - s e em s  t o  b e  d own a t  my 
f e e t . Cb e c k in g · b o n e  s t r u c t u r e s , f e e l i n g  
my t o e s  and my a nk l e s  a n d  l e i s  and - -
g u e s s  h e ' s - -b e - - t h e y  d o n ' t s e em t o  h a v e  
- - l i ke wh e n  h e  t o u c h e s  m e , h e  d o e s n ' t  
s e em t o  b e - - l i k e , b o n y  f in g e r s . Mayb e 
be ' s  i n t e r e s t e d  t h a t  I h ave b o ne s . Oh - ­
t h e y ' r e g e n t l e , t h e y ' r e n o t  h a r s h . T h e - ­
uh-- they g o t  o n e  o f  tho s e - - t h e y  g o t  t h a t 
m a c h i ne wi th a l l  o f  t ho s e  t h i n g s  up t h e r e . 

· I ' m  no t s u r e  wh a t  a l l  t h e y ' r e t ry i ng t o  
d o . Oh- - t h e y- - t o o k  s om e  o f  t h e  a i r  I ' m  
b r e a t h i n g  . f r om o u t  o f  my m o u t h- - I  b r e a t hed 
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i n t o  a t u b e • .  Uh- '- h e ' s w i p i ng t h e  s w e a t  
o f f  o f  my f o r e h e ad a n d  m y  ch e s t ,  a n d  . . . 

s e e m s  t o  w a n t  t o  an a l y z e  i t . Th e y ' r e 
t ak i n g - - t ak i n g  s a l i v a  t e s t s - - t h a t  w e n t  
d o w n  a n o t h e r  t ub e . U h - - . • •  c h e c k i n g o u t 
• • •  u h - -m y  b r e a s t s  . • •  k i n d o f - - h e  d o e s n ' t  
s e e m  t o  b e  a t  a l l  � e x u a l l y a r o u s e d . I t  
s e e m s  s o  c l i n i c a l  I g u e s s  i t  d o e s n ' t  
r e a l l y  b o t h e r m e . Uh - - h e  k e e p s  p o k i n g  
m e  • • • •  T h e y ' r e - - !  g u e s s  t h e y ' r e g o ing 
to . • •  c h e c k  a n d  s e e - - t h e y ' r e d o i n g  l i k e  
a n  x - r a y . . . i t ' s  my who l e  b o d y , a l l  
a t  o n c e . And t h e y  s e em to h a v e  s om e  
m a c h i n e  t h e y  c a n- - t h e y  a r e  l o o k i n g u p  
t o  s e e  . . . my g e n i t a l s , ·my u t e r u s , · a l l  
t h a t . T h e y  s e em t o  b e  a b l e  t o  . . .  l i g h t  
u p  t h e  a r e a  a n d  b e  ab l e  t o  s e e  i n s i d e . 
Aw , I ' m j u s t  r e a l l y  sw e a t i n g  n ow , i t ' s  
j u s t  r e a l l y  b o t h e r i n g  m e . � t ' s  n o t 
p a i n f u l , i t  j u s t - - j u s t  b o t h e r s  m e . 
C a n  y o u  m ov e ?  
N o , I r e a l ly c an ' t .  T h e y ' v e g o t  m e  
p r e t t y w e l l  s t r a p p e d  d own . I - - I  s u p -
p o s e  I c o u l d  s c r e am a n d  ye l l  i f  I wan t -
e d  � o ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  w o u l d  d o  a 
l o t o f  g o o d  • • • •  T h e y  w a n t  t o  t a k e  s om e  
s k i n  • •  � .  
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AB S T R A C T  

P r e v i o u s l y , t h e  a u t h o r  f o u n d  t h a t  no r e a d i l y  d i s c e r n ­
a b l e  d i f fe r e n c e s  c o u l d  b e  f o u n d  b e t w e e n d r a w i n g s o f  " wh a t a 
U F O  l o o ks l i k e " by p e o p l e  w h o  c l a i m  to ha v e  s e e n  o n e  . f r om 
o t h e r s  w h o  c l a i m  n e v e r  t o  h a v e  s e e n  o n e  ( H a i n e s , 1 9 7 7 } . 
S in c e  t h i s  f i n d i n g  m a y  h a v e  r e s u l t e d s i m p l y  f r om t h e  r e l a ­
t i v e l y  sma l l  s am p l e  s i z e  ( 1 3 6 v a l i d  d r a w i n g s )  fu r t h e r  t e s t s  
w e r e  a d m i n i s t e r e d . T h e  m e a n  r e s u l t s  o f  4 5 8  m o r e  v a l i d  d r a w ­
i n g s  ar e p r e s e n t e d  h e r e . T h e  r e s u l t s  m a y  b e  s u mm a r i z e d  b y  
po i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  t h e • sa v e "  s e e n  g r o u p  d r e w  ( 1 )  a h i g he r  
pe r c e n t ag e  o r  v a l i d  i . e . , a o t l u d i c ro u s  d r a w i n g s , ( 2 ) a 
h i g he r  p e r c e p t a g e  o f  U F O  s h a p e s  a t  s o m e  a ng l e  r e l a t i v e  t o  
t h e  e d g e  o r  t h e ( d r a w i ng ) c a r d , ( 3 ) · a  h i g h e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  
t w o  o r  m o r e  s h a p e s  o n  t h e  c a r d , ( 4 )  a l o w e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o r  
sh a p e s  i n  s i d e  o r  i s o m e t r i c  v ie w ,  a n d  ( 5 )  a l o w e r.  p e r c e n t a g e  
o t  symm e t r i c a l  d r a w i ng s . · N e i t h e r  t he m e a n  w i d t h - t o - he i g h t  
ra t i o o r  � b e  U F O  o u t l i n e  s h a p e  o r  i t s d o m e  ( i f d r a w n } d i f­
fe r e d  b e t we e n  t h e  t wo p a r t i c i p a n t  g r o u p s . A l so , t h e  e t h e r  
ma j o r  U F O  o u t l i n e  a n d  d om e  m e a s u r em e n t s  w e r e  n o t d r a w n  d i f­
fe r e n t l y  by e i t h e r  g r o u p . F in a l l y ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  m o r e  s ig n i ­
f i c a n t l y , t h e  " H a v e " se e n  g r o u p  d r e w  a s m a l l e r n um b e r  o r  
m i s c e l l a n e o us d e t a i l s  s u c h a s  . a p e r t u r e s  ( w i n d o w s ? } ,  m a r k­
in g s , w a v y  l i n e �  a r o u n d  t h e  s ha p e , e t c . T h e s e  f i nd i n g s  a r e  
compa r e d  t o  t h o s e  o b t a i n e d  i n  t h e p r e v io us � t u d y  a n d  d i s ­
c us s e d  i n  t e r m s  o r  t h e  p e r � e p t u a l  i m pa c t  t h e  U F O  e n c o u n t e r  
a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  o n  o n e ' s  w i l l in gn e s s  a n d / o r  a b i l i t y t o  
r e p r o d u c e  a U F O  s h a pe . 

E E Y  W O R DS : U F O  s h a pe s ; e y e  w i t ne s s  d r a w i ng s ; 
c e p t i o n ; s h a p e  r e p r o d u c t i o n ; v o l un t a r y  
p e r c e p t u a l  a c c u r a c y . 
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v i s u a l  p e r ­
c om p l i a n c e ; 



" F a l s e  f a c t s  a r e  h i g h l y  i n j u r i o u s  t o . t h e 
p r o g r e s s  o f  s c i e n c e , f o r  t h e y  o f t e n e n d u r e . 
l o ng ; b u t  f a l s e  v i e w s , i f  s u p p o r t e d  b y  s o m e  
e v i d e n c e , d o  l i t t l e  h a r m , f o r  e v e r y o n e  t a k e s  
a s a � u t a r y  p l e a s u r e  i n  p r o v i n g  t h e i r  f a l s e ­
n e s s ; a n d  w h e n  t h i s  i s  d o n e , o n e  p a t h  t o ­
w a r d s  e r ro r  i s  c l o s e d  a n d  t h e  r o a d  to t r u t h 
i s  o f t e n  a t  t h e s am e  t i m e  o p e n e d . "  

C h a r l e s  R .  D a r w i n  T h e  D e s c e n·t o f  Ma n 

T h i s p a p e r  r e f l e c t s  a c o n t i n u a t i o n o r  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  c o n ­
c e r n a b o u t  h o w  w e  p e r c e i v e  t h i n g s  a r o u n d  u s , t h i n g s a s  c om ­
m o n  p l a c e  a s  o u r  o w n  v i s u a l  i m a g e  in a m i r r o r  t o  t h i ng s a s  
b i za r r e  a s  u n i d e n t i f i e d  a e r i a l  p h e n o m e n a ; f am i l i a r  a n d  u n ­
fam i l i a r  t h i n g s , f r i g h t e n i n g a n d  c o m fo r t i ng t h i n g s , e x p e c t e d  
a n d  un e x p e c t e d  t h i ng s . Ea c h  o f  t h e s e  e x p e r i e n t i a l  d i m e n s i o n s  
a f f e c t  w h a t w e  p e r c e i v e  ( F o x , 1 9 7 9 ; H a i n e s , 1 9 7 9 ( b )· ; P e r s ­
i n g e r , 1 9 7 9 ; S c h wa r z ,  1 9 7 9 } . 

T h e  wa y i n  w h i c h  p e o p l e  d r a w  d r a w i n g s o f  u n i d e n t i f i e d  
f l y i n g  o b j e c t s  ( U F O } h a s  b e e n  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e 
a u t h o r f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  b e c a u s e  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  s u c h  d r a w i n g s  
ma y p r o v i d e u s  i n s i g h t  o n  t h e  g e n e r a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  o r i g in a l  
v i s u a l  s t i m u l u s  a s  w e l l  a s  o n  v a r i o u s  p e r c e p t u a l  p r o c e s s e s  
o f  c o n c e r n  t o  t h o s e  s e r i o u s  s t u d e n t s  o f  U F O  p h e n o m e n a  w h o  
d e s i r e  t o  un d e r s t a n d  b e t t e r h o w  m u c h  c r e d e n c e  t o  p l a c e  i n  
s u c h  d r a w i n g s . 

Sh e p a r d  ( 1 9 7 9 ) , S t a n d i n g  ( 1 9 7 3 )  a n d  o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  
ha v e  c o n d uc t e d  s t u d i e s  t ha t  s ho w  t h a t  t h e  h um a n • s � a b i l i t y t o  
r e c o g n i z e  c om p l e x  v i s u a l  s t i m u l i i s  " v i r t u a l l y  i n e x ha u s t i ­
b l e " . A s  S h e p a r d  p o i n t s  o u t , " T e s t s  u s i ng r e c o g n i t i o n  g e n ­
e r a l l y  y i e l d  a s u b s t a n t i a l l y  b e t t e r  p e r f o r m an c e  t h a n  t e s t s  
u s i n g  v e r b a l  r e c a l l . "  ( o p c i t . }  T h u s , wh i l e  i t  m a y  b e  d i f ­
f i c u l t f o r  s o m e o n e  t o  d e s c r i b e  a m e n t a l  i m a g e  i n  w o r d s  t h a t  
o t h e r s  w i l l  u n d e r s t a n d  w i t h o u t  a m b i g u i t y , i t  m a y  b e  p o s s i b l e  
t o  d r a w  a s k e t c h  o f  t h a t  i m a g e o r , b e t t e r  y e t ,  t o  r e c o g n i z e  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t i m u l us s h a p e  f r o m  a m o n g  a s p e c i a l l y  p r e p a r e d  
a r r a y  o f  p r o t o t y p e  s ha p e s  ( H a i n e s , 1 9 7 6 ( a ) . T h i s  a p p r o a c h  
d e p e n d s u p o n  a c om b in a t i o n  o f  r e s p o n s e s  b y  t h e  e y e  w i t n e s s  
( o f t e n t i m e s  l o n g  a f t e r  h i s  s ig h t i n g } . A t  f i r s t  t h e r e  i s  a 
s e q u e n t i a l , p a r t i a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  a s i ng l e  c o n t o u r , t h i c k ­
n e s s , g r a v i t a t i o n a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  a n d / o r  s u r f a c e  d e t a i l . W h a t 
fo l l o w s i s  a s y s t e m a t i c c o m b i n i n g  o f  t h e s e  s e p a r a t e  " r e m e m ­
be r e d  fe a t u r e s "  in t o  a wh o l e , a g e s t a l t  t h a t  a p p r o x im a te s  
t h e  r em e m b e r e d a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t i m u l u s . T h e r e  
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a r e  a g r e a t  m a n y  s o u r c e s  o f  d i s t o r t i o n  t h a t  c a n o c c u r d u r i n g  
t h i s  p r o c e s s  wh i c h  o t he r s  h a v e a l r e a d y  c o m m e n t e d  u p o n  i n  
p r i n t  ( e . g . , H a r t m a n n , 1 9 6 B ; F o x , 1 9 7 9 ; P e r s i n g e r , 1 9 7 9 ; 
W e s t r um , 1 9 7 9 ; T r a n k e l l , 1 9 7 2 ) . P e r h a p s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  c h a l ­
l e n g e  w e  fa c e  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  i s  t o  d e v i s e  f i e l d  i n v e s t i g a ­
t i v e  t e c h n i q u e s t h a t  a � e q u a t e l y  c o n t r o l  f o r  s u c h  d i s t o r ­
t i o n s . Da t a  p r e s e n t e d h e r e  wa s c o l l e c t e d i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  
he l p  r e f i n e  s u c h a m e t h o d o l o g y . 

In a p r e v i o u s a r t i c l e  i n  t h i s  j o u r n a l  ( v o l . I I ,  no . I ,  
1 9 7 ! ) ,  t h e a u t h o r  p r e s e n t e d  a n  in i t i a l  s e t o r  d a t a  f r o m  1 7 7 
p e c q l e  who d r e w  a p i c t u r e  o f  w h a t t h e y  t h o ug h t  a U F O  l o o k e d  
l i k � . O f  t h e s e  p a r t i c i p a n t s , 1 3 6 ( 7 7 p e r c e n t )  r e t u r n e d  
v a l i d  d r a w i n g s ,  i . e . , d r a w i n g s t h a t  w e r e  n o t o b v i o u s l y  l u d i ­
c r o u s  t o  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t e r . F i f t y . ( 3 7 p e r c e n t )  o f  t h e s e 
v a l i d  d r a w i n g s  w e r e  b y  p e o p l e who c l a i m e d  t o  h a v e n o t  s e e n  a 
U F O . T h e  p r i m a r y  f i nd i n g  o f  t h e s e  p r e v i o u s U F O  s h a p e  d r a w ­
i n g  t e s t s . wa s t ha t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  t e ad i l y d i s c e r n a b l e  d i f f e r ­
e n c e b e t w e e n  t h e  t wo s e t s  o f  d r a w i n g s . H o w e v e r , t h e  sm a l l  
sa m p l e  s i z e  a n d / o r  v a r i o u s  b i a s i n g  ( e . g . , p r e - s e l e c t i o n ) 
f a c t o r s  m a y  h a v e p r e v e n t e d a n y  t r e n d s f r o m  b e c o m i ng o b v i o u s . 
T h e r e fo r e , i t  wa s d e c i d e d to a d m i n i s t e r  t h i s d r a w i n g  t e s t  t o  
mo r e  p e o p l e  i n  o r d e r t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  e x p l o r e  t h i s  p o t e n t i a l l y  
fr u i t f u l  a r e a  o f  s t ud y . T h i s  p a p e r  p r e s e n t s  t h e  f i n d i n g s  
from f i v e  _ m o r e  t e s t  a d m in i s t r � t i o n s  t o  a t o t a l  o f  5 4 7  p e o ­
p l e . 

HETHOp . 
T h e  m e t h o d  u s e d  h a s  b e e n  d e s c r i b e d  e l s e w h e r e  ( H a i n e s , 

1 9 7 7 ) .  B r i e f l y , a l l  o f  t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s  ( e x c e p t  g r o u p 5 ) 
we r �  g i v e n  a 5 "  x 7 "  wh i t e  b l a n k  c a r d  a n d  a s k e d  t o  w r i t e  
t h e i r  ag e ,  o c c u p a t i o n , s e x , n a n d e d n e s s , a n d  w h e t h e r  o r  no t 
t h e 1 s i n c e r e l y  b e l i e v e d  t h e y  h a d  s e e n  a U F O  a t  s o m e  t im e  i n  
t h e  p a s t . T h i s  i n fo rm a t i o n  w a s  t o  b e  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  u p p e r  
r i g h t - h a n d c o r n e r o f  t h e  ho r i z o n t a l l y o r i e n t e d  c a r d . T h e n  
t h e y  w e r e  a s k e d  t o  " d r a w  w h a t  y o u  t h i n k  a U F O  l o o k s  l i k e  . . .  
in c l ud e  wh a t e v e r  d e t a i l s a n d  e m b e l l i s hm e n t s  y o u  t h i n k  a r e  
n e c e s s a r y . "  T h e  t e s t d a t e  a n d  o t h e r  i n f o rm a t i o n  .w a s  s t am p e d  
on e a c h  c a rd a t  a l a t e r  d a t e . T h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  m a d e  i t  
c l e a r  t h a t  f o r  t h o s e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w h o  c l a i m e d  t o  h a v e  s e e n  a 
U F O , t h e i r  d r a w i n g n e e d  � n e c e s s a r i l y  b e  o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n o n  
t h e y  s a w . T h e  d r a w i n g s  t o o k  a b o u t  f i v e  m i n u t e s  t o  c om p l e t e . 

S e l e c t e d  d e s c r i p t i v e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  f i v e  t e s t  
g r o u p s  a r e  g i v e n  i n  T a b l e  1 .  T h e s e  g r o u p s  a r e  n um b e r e d  f o u r  
t h r o ug h  e i g h t  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e . a c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  
t h e  d a t a  r e p o r t e d p r e v i o us l y  ( I b i d . ) . R e g a r d i n g  t h e  d e g r e e  
o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  U F O s  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e s e  f i v e  g r o u p s , i t  i s  
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T able 1 

T e st Participant Information 

Group 4(a) G' 5(h) (c) (d) (e) 
roup Group 6 Group 7 Group 8 

T e st Date Z - 5 - 7 8  4-16- 7 8  5 - 28 - 7 8  5 - 29 - 7 8 7 -9 - 7 8  

No. Parti -
96 8Z 37 cipants Z47 87 

No. Males 14Z note f 5 0  3 9  14 

No. Female s 105 note f 46 43 Z 3  

"Have Se en a UFO" 
No. •Males 53 

30
{ g) 16 8 1 

No. Female s . z z  11 11 z 

Age Range 8t s - 6 z  1 8 - 64 10-49 15-48 37', 68 
(mean) ( Z8. 7 ) ( 38) ( Z7 . 1) ( Z7. 7 )  ( 5Z. 5 )  

"Have Not Seen a UFO" 

No. Male s 89 
57( g) 34 31 13 

No. Female s 8 3  3 5  3 Z  Z l  
Age Range 8t 11- 56 18- 67 7 - 61 9 - 6 0 11- 7 3  

mean) ( Z4. 8)  ( 34. 5) ( 3Z. 8) ( Z 8. 4) ( 5 3.  5) 

Note s :  
(a) Group 4 consi sted of an audience attending a widely publicized Science 

Fiction Convention (Spate Con 6) at the Oakland Municipal Auditorium , 
Oakland, C�ornia. M·ovie per sonalitie s  from "Star T rek TV s erie s " ,  
and noted UFO authoritie s were on th e  program. 

(b) Group . 5 consisted of an audience attending the 197 8  annual National 
Re search and Inve stigations Conferenc e sponso red by the British 
UFO Research As sociation, Nottingham, England. 

( c )  Group 6 consisted of an . audience attending the (Space Con 7) con­
vention in Lo s Angeles ,  California (day 1). 

(d) Gt'oup 7 con si sted of an audienc e attending the (Space C on 7) con­
vention in Los Angele s ,  California (day Z).  

( e )  Group 8 consisted of member s of the Redwood City ( C alifornia) 
Unitarian Fellow ship at which the author spoke ori the subj ect of UFO s .  

(f) The s ex of the participants w a s  not recorded. 

( g )  This value is the total of the male and female participants. 



l i k e l y  t h a t  g r o u p  8 co n t a i n e d  t h e  s ma l l e s t p e r c e n t a g e · o f  
p e o p l e  w i t h  a n  a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e · s u b j e c �  a n d  g r o u p  5 
t b e  l a r g e s t . G r o u p  8 a l s o  p o s s e s s e d  t h e o l d e s t  p a r t i c i p a n t s  
o f  a l l , o n  t h e  a v e r a g e . 

R e g ar d i n g  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n s  l i s t e d  b y  p e o p l e  in t h e 
" Ha v e " s e e n  a n d  " H a v e  N o t "  s e e n  g r o u p s , n o  p a r t i c u l a r  d o m­
in a n t  o c c u p a t i o n w a s  f o u n d . W h i l e  o n e  c o u l d  s p e c u l a t e  t h a t  
c e r t a i n  o c c u p a t i o n s  w o u l d  t e n d  t o  i n h i b i t  ( p r o h i b i t ? ) a p e r ­
s o n  f r o m  c l a i m i n g  p u b l i c a l l y  t h a t  h e  h a d s e e n  a U F O , t h e r e  
d i d  n o t  a p p e a r t o  b e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  o n e ' s  o c c u p a t i o n i n f l u ­
e n c e d  h i s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  s k e t c h  a U F O . T h a t is , t h e s a m e  
p r o p o r t i o n o f  p a r t i c i p a n t s  l i s t i n g p r o fe s s i o n a l  o c c u p a t i o n s  
d r e w  U F O  s h a p e s  a s  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w h o  l i s t e d n o n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
o c c u p a t i o n s . T h i s  m a y  b� d u e t o  t h e  f a c t  � h a t  a l l  c a r d s  
w e r e  un s i g n e d  a n d  w e r e  d r a w n  w i t h i n  r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  a u d i ­
e n c e  g r o u p s  w h i c h  w o u l d  t e n d  t o  m a s k  t h e i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  
pa r t i c i p a n t . 

T h e  a v e r a g e  a g e  o f  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e " H a v e " s e e n  a n d  
" Ha v e  N o t "  s e e n  g r o u p s  wa s a p p r o x im a t e l y  t h e s am e . L i k e ­
w i s e , t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  r i g h t - a n d  l e f t - ha n d e d  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  
t w o  g r o u p s  w a s  t h e  s a m e . T h u s , i t  m a y  b e  s a i d t h a t  t h e  t w o  
ba s i c p a r t i c i p a n t g r o u p s  w e r e  r e l a t i v e l y  m a t c h e d  i n  t e r m s  o f  
t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . 

RESULTS � DISCUSSION 
_ General Measures - A t o t a l  o f  1 5 4  d r a w i n g s  ( 2 8 p e r ­

c e n t ) w e r e  s u b m i t t e d b y  p e o p l e  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  · t h e y  " H a v e " 
s e e n  a U F O  a n d  3 9 5  ( 2 8 p e r c e n � ) b y  p e o p l e  i n d i c a t i n g t h a t  
t b e y  " H a v e  N o t " s e e n  a U F O , f o r  a g r a n d  t o t a l  o f  5 4 9  e n ­
t r i e s . F o u r  h u n d r e d  f i f t y  e i g h t  ( 8 3 p e r c e n t )  v a l i d  d r a w i n g s  
w e r e  o b t a i n e d . T a b l e  2 p r e s e n t s  t h e m e a n  r e s u l t s  f o r  t h e  
f i v e  t e s t  g r o u p s . I t  c a n  b e  s e e n  t h a t  p a r t i c i p an t s  i n  t h e . 
" H a v e  . S e e n "  g r o u p s  d r e w  a l a r g e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  v a l i d  d r a w ­
in g s  ( b y a b o u t  1 0  p e r c e n t ) t h a n  d i d . t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  
" Ha v e  N o t "  s e e n  g r o u p s . W h i l e  t h e  i n t e r e s t e d  r e a d e r  w i l l  
wan t t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  a b o v e  d a t a  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  a n u m b e r  o f  i n ­
t e r e s t i n g  f in d i n g s  a r e  s umm a r i z e d . i n  T a b l e  3 f o r  � h e  � e n e f i t  
o f  t h o s e  w h o  d o  n o t  w i s h  t o  t a k e  t h e  t i m e  t o  d o  s o . 

As wa s a l s o  f o u n d  in t h e  s t u d y  r e p o r t e d p r e v i o u s l y  
( H a i n e s , 1 9 7 7 ) ,  t h �  . p e r c e n t a g e  o f  p a r t i c i p a n t s i n  t h e 
p r e s e n t  " H a v e "  s e e n g r o u p  is l a r g e r t h an h a s  b e e n f o u n d  f o r  
t h e  a d u l t  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  Am e r i c �  ( A n o n . ,  1 9 7 8 ) . I n  t h i s  
p o l l , c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  G a l l u p o r g a n i z a t i o n , t h e  a d u l t s  s u r ­
v e y e d  w e r e  a s k e d  i f  t h e y  h a d  h e a r d  o r  r e a d a b o u t  U F O s . A 
n a t i o n - w i d e  a v e r a g e  o f  9 p e r c e n t  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  h a d . 
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R e s i o n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  w e r e  n o t e d  w i t b  1 4  p e r c e n t  r e s p o nd i n g  
y e s  i n  t b e We s t , 9 p e r c e n t  i n  t h e  Ea s t  a n d  S o u t h , a n d  8 
p e r c e n t  i n  t b e  M i d w e s t .  F o u r  o f  t b e f i v e  p r e s e n t  d r a w i n g 
t e s t s  w e r e  c o nd u c t e d  in t h e  we s t e r n U . S . A .  T h e  f a c t  t ha t  
s r o u p s  4 - 1 me t s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  
U F O s  a n d  s p a c e - r e l a t e d  t h e m e s , p r o b a b l y  a c c o un t s  for t h i s  
b i a s i n g  • s e l e c t i o n "  fa c t o r  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a t a . S i n c e  t h e r e  
w a s  n o  p r a c t i c a l  wa y o r  d e t e rm i n i n s  i f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a c ­
t u a l l y  h a d  o r  h a d  n o t  e x p e r i e n c e d  a n  a c t u a l  U F O  i n  t h e  p a s t  
i t  b a d  t o  b e  a s s u m e d , p e r n a p s  n a i v e l y , t ba t  t b e  s rea t ma j o r ­
i t y  o r  t b e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w e r e  t e l l i n g  t h e · t r u t h  i n  
t h i s  r e s a r d . 

T a b l e  3 
A b b r e v i a t e d  S u mm a r y  o f  Ta b l e  2 

• co• p a r e d  w i t b  t h e  • Ha v e  N o t •  s e e n  p a r t i c i p an t s , 
t b e  • H a v e "  s e e n  p a r t i c i p a n t s  d r e w  . . •  • 

A l a r s e r  p e r c e n t a s e  
( 9 1  V S  8 1  J ) . 

o r  v a l i d  d r a w i n g s  

2 .  A l • r s e r  p e r c e n t a s e  o r  s h a p e s w h o s e  l on g i t u d i n a l  
ax i s  w a s  a t  a n  a n s l e  o n  t b e c a r d  r a t h e r  t h a n  
p a ra l l e l  t o  t h e  c a rd ' s  e d g e  ( 4 7 v s  27 J ) . 

3 .  A l a r s e r  p e r c e n t a s e  o r  c a r d s  w i t b  t w o  s ha p e s  
d r awn ( 1 0 v s  4 J ) . 

4 .  A l a rs e r  p e r c e n t ag e  o r  c a r d s  w i t h  t h r e e  o r  m o r e  
s h a p e s  d r a wn ( 9  v s  3 J ) . 

5 .  A l a rs e r  p e r c e n t ag e  o f  s h a p e s  d r a w n  a t  a n  i n ­
d e t e r m i na t e  a n s l e  b e c a u s e n o  g r o u n d  p l a n e  w a s  i n ­
c l ud e d  ( 3 2 v s  1 8  J ) . 

6 .  A saa l l e r p e r c e n t a s e  o r  s ha p e s  i n  ( a p p a r e n t ) s i d e  
v i e w  ( 5 8 v s  6 6  J )  a n d  i s o m e t r i c  v i e w  
( 1 1  v s  1 6  J ) .  

1 .  A sma l l e r  p e r c e n t a s e  o f  c a rd s  w i t h  o n e  s h a p e  
d r a wn ( 8 1  v s  9 3  J ) . 

8 .  A s m a l l e r  p e r c e n t a s e  o f  
( 6 0 v s  6 8  � ) . 
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· W h y  do p e o p l e  w h o  c l a im t o  h a v e  s e e n  a U FO d r a w  m o r e  
v a l id s h a p e s  t h a t  a r e  a s ymm e t r i c a l  a n d  wb i c h  a r e  � r i e n t e d  a t  
a n  ind e t e rm i n a t e  a ng l e ?  D o  s uc h  r e s u l t s  m e a n  t h a t  t h e s e  
p e o p l e  f e e l  m o r e  w i l l i n g  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  a b s t r a c t 
wa y s  t ha t  d o  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  c o n fo rm t o  t h e  c ommo n l y a c ­
c e p t e d so c i a l  s t e r e o t y pe imag e o r  U F O  s h a p e s ?  P e r h a p s  t h e s e  
pe o p l e  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  from t ho s e  i n  t h e " Ha v e  n o t "  s e e n  g r o u p  
in t h e f i r s t  p l a c e , ( e v e n b e fo r e  t h e i r  a l l e g e d  U F O  s i g h t i n g ) 
so t h a t s i m i l a r  d r a w i n g  r e s u l t s  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  o b t a i n e d 
e v e n  i f  n o  U F O  s i g h t i ng b a d  ( al l e g e d l y )  t a k e n  p l ac e . I f  
t h i s  i s  t r ue , f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  i s  c a l l e d t o r  t h a t p r e t e s t s  
e a c h  p a r t i c i p a n t  o n  a v a r i e t y  o r  p s y c h o l og i c a l  a n d  s o c i o ­
l o g i c a l  d im e n s i o n s  a l o n g  w i t h  t b e  p r e s e n t  U F O  s n a ps d r a w i n g  
t e s t . I f  t h e  p r e s e n t  f i n d i n g s a r e  r e l i a b l e o n e  m ig h t  a l s o 
a s k  wh a t  i s  i t  a b o u t  t h e  U F O  e x p e r i e n c e  t ha t  c a u s e s  t h e p a r ­
t i c i pa n t  t o  d r a w  d i f f e r e n t  U F O  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  f r o m  s o m e o n e  
who h a s  n o t  s e e n  a U F O ?  C l e a r l y , t h e i n - d e p t h  i n v o l v em e n t b y  
s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  i n  s uc h  s t ud i e s  i s  c a l l e d f o r . 

� Outline Measures - F i v e  m e a s u r e s  w e r e  m a d e  on t h e  
o u t l i n e  s h a p e o r  e a c h  d r a w i n g  a s  l i s t e d  i n  Ta � l e  2 .  I n ­
t e r e s t i n g l y ,  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  c l e a r - c u t  d i f f e r e n c e s  fo r a n y  
m e a s u r e  b e t w e e n  t h e " Ha v e "  · s e e n  a n d  t h e  " Ha v e  n o t "  s e en 
g r o u p s . T h i s  w a s  a l so t h e  c a s e  fo r t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t &  i n  t h e  
t h r e e  t e a t  g r o u p s  r e p o r t e d p r e v i o u s l y  ( H a i n e a , 1 9 7 7 ) . w h i l e  
t h e  m a g n i t ud e  o r  t h e  v a r i o u s r a t i o s  r e p o r t e d  h e r e  m a y  b e  o r  
t h e o r e t i c a l  i n t e r e s t , t b e y  d o  n o t a p p e a r t o  b e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
us e f u l  i n  a l l o w i n g  o n e  t o  p r e d i c t w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  s o m e o n e  h a s  
s e e n  a U F O  o r , c o n v e r s e l y , t o  b e  u s e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  a U F O  
e x p e r i e n c e m a y  h a v e i n f l u e n c e d t h e  w i t n e s s  i n  s u c h a w a y  s o  
a s  t o  a f f e c t  t h e i r  s u b s e q u e n t d r a w i n g s  o f  a U F O . 

I t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t ha t  t h e  t e a t  i n s t r u c t i o n s d i d n o t 
s p e c i fy wh e t h e r  t ho s e pa r t i c i p a n t s  w h o  c l a i m e d  t o  h a v e  s e e n 
a U F O  s h o u l d  d r a w  w h a t  t h e y  s a � . T h i s  wa s d o n e  i n  o r d e r t o  
no t i n t r o d u c e  a n  i n s t r uc t i o n a l  b i a s  t o  t h e t wo t e a t  g r o u p s . 
N e v e r t h e l e s s , a n um b e r  o r  " Ha v e "  s e e n  p a r t i c i p a n t s  d i d  n o t e  
t h a t  t h e i r d r a w i n g  wa s o f  t h e  p h e n om e n o n  t h e y  a a w 1 T h e s e  
pa � t i c u l a r  d r a w i n � s  w e r e  n o t fun d am e n t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  f r om 
t h e  d r a w i n g s  t h a t  we r e  n o t  s o  l a b e l l e d by t h e  " H a v e "  s e e n  
p a r t i c i p a n t s . I t  i s  po s s i b l e , o f  c o u r s e , t ha t  t h e " Ha v e •  
s e e n  g r o u p ' s  d r a w i n g s ,  i f  n o t  o f  t h e  p h e n o m e n o n  t h e y  s a w , 
r e fl e c t  t h e  s am e  o u t l i n e  s ha p e s  a n d  d e t a i l s  ( d e r i v e �  p r i ­
mar i l y  from t h e  m e d i a ) a s  r e f l e c t e d i n  t h e d r a w i n g s by t h e 
" Ha v e  no t •  s e e n  p a r t i c i pa n t s  • . I n  f u t u r e  t e s t i n g , t h e  p a r t i ­
c i p a n t s  s h o u l d  b e  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  i nd i c a t e , a f t e r  t h e i r  d r a w ­
ing i s  c o m p l e t e d , wh e t h e r  t h e i r  d r a w i ng i s  o f  t h e  o b j e c t  
t h e y  w i t a e a a e d . 
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� � Measures - T h r e e  m e a s u r e s  we r e  m a d e  o n  e a c h  
d r a wi n g  wh e r e  a d om e - l i k e p r o t r u s i o n ( s ) w a s  i n c 1 ud e d . I t  c a n  
b e  no t e d  t h a t  i n  e v e r y  c a s e  w h e r e  a d om e  w a s  d r a w n  i t  wa s 
l o c a t e d on t h e  t o p  o f  t h e o u t l i n e  s h a p e. . T h e  " H a v e  N o t "  
s e e n  g r o u p  d r e w  a l a rg e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  d o m e s  t h an d i d t h e 
" Ha � e "  s e e n  g r o u p  ( 4 1 % v s . 2 3  J )  [ s e e  T a b l e  2 ] . T h i s  f i n d ­
i n g  a p p e a r s  to b e  s i m i l a r  to t h e  o t h e r  f i n d i n g s c i t e d  i n  
T a b l e  3 c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  m a n n e r  b y  w h i c h  t h e " H a v e  no t "  s e e n  
g r o u p  p a r t i c i p a n t s  e x p r e s s  t h e m s e l v e s  t hr o ug h  t h� i r d r a w ­
i n g s . W h e n  t h e  t h r e e  d om e  m e a s u r e s  a r e  c om p a r e d  fo r t h e  t wo 
g r o u p s  no p a r t i c u l a r l y  c l e a r - c u t d i f f e r e n c e s  w e r e  fo u n d . T h e  
i m po r t a n t  i s s u e  s e e m s  t o  b e  w h e t h e r  s om e o n e  w i l l  d r a w  a p a r ­
t i c ul a r  d e t a i l  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  r a t h e r  t h a n  h o w  h e  d r a w s  
i � . T h i s  r a i s e s  t h � im p o r t a n t  s u b j e a t  o f  v o l un t a r y  c o m p l i ­
a n c e . 

T h e  w i l l i n g n e s s  o f  p e o p l e  t o  c om p l y  w i t h  a n o t h e r  
p e r s o n ' s  r e q u e s t  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  a d r a w i n g  t e s t  s u c h  a s  t h e  
pr e s e n t  o n e  i s  a m a t t e r  o f  c e n t r a l  im p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  
d a t a  a n d  t h e i r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . T h e  v e r b a l  i n s t r u c t i o n s  
g i v e n  b y  t h e e x p e r i m e n t e r j u s t  b e fo r e t h e s e  d r a w i n g s w e r e  
mad e s t r e s s e d  t h a t  t h e  e x e r c i s e w a s fo r s c i e n t i f i c  p u r p o s e s  
a n d  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  h e l p  e x p l a i n  s o m e  o f  t h e m y s t e r i e s  s u r ­
ro u n d i n g  t h e  U F O  p h e n o m e n o n . I t  w a s  f e l t t h a t  t h i s  t y p e o f  
i n t r o d u c t i o n  wo u l d  h e l p  i n c r e a s e  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  v o l u n t a r y  
c o m p l i a n c e  b y  t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s . O n  t h e o t h e r  h a n d , t h e  r e ­
l a t i v e l y  l ar g e  s i z e o f  t h e s e  a ud i e n c e s  a n d  r e l a t i v e  a n o n ym i ­
t y  o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  m a y  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  a n  a t t i t u d e  
o f  " W e l l , I ' m  g o i n g  t o  d r a w  s om e t h i n g  s t r a n g e  l o o k i n g  j u s t  
fo r t h e  fun o f  i t . "  C l e a r l y ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  o b j e c t i v e , e a s y  w a y  
o f  kno w i n g  h o w  s e r i o u s l y  e a c h  p a r t i c i p a n t  fo l l o w e d  t h e  i n ­
s t r u c t i o n s . W h i l e  t h i s  m a y  l e a d  s o m e  t o  d i s r e g a r d  t h e  
p r e s e n t  d a t a , t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  h ig h  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  a p p a r e n t l y  
v a l i d  d·r a w i n g s b y  b o t h  p a r t i c i p a n t  g r o u p s  s ug g e s t s  t ha t  
t h e y  d id t a k e t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s · s e r i o u s l y . N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t  
s h o u l d  b e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t ha t  fo r s o m e  u n kn o wn r e a s o n , t h e  t w o  
l a r g e s t  p a r t i c i p a n t  g r o u p s  ( s e e  T a b l e  2 ,  g r o u p s  6 a n d  7 )  
p r o d uc ed t h e  l a r g e s t  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  " H a v e "  a n d t h e 
" H a v e  no t "  s e e n  g ro u p ' s  c a r d s s u b m i t t e d  w i t h  no s h a p e  d r a wn 
a t  a l l  ( " Ha v e "  = 2 . 8 J ;  " H a v e  no t " = 1 3 . 5 J ) . I n  t h e s e  
c a s e s  t h e  " Ha v e n o t "  s e e n  p a r t i c i p a n t s  f i l l e d o u t  a l l  o f  t h e  
r e q u e s t e d p e r s o n a l  in fo rm a t i o n o n  t h e i r  c a r d s b u t  wo u l d  no t 
d r a w  a n y t h i ng . F u t u r e  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  s ho u l d  a t t e m p t  t o  f i n d  
o u t  wh y p e o p l e  wo n ' t  c om p l y  w i t h  t h i s  t a s k . 

Misgellaneoys Measyres - T a b l e  2 s h o w s t h a t s i x m i s c e l ­
l a n e o u s m e a s u r e s  w e r e  a l s o u s e d  w h e n  c om p a r i n g  t h e  d r a w i n g s 
b y  t h e  t w o  p a r t i c i p a n t g r o u p s . T h e r e  i s  no w a y  t o  a s s i g n  
pe r c e n t a g e s  t o  t h e s e  n um b e r  t o t a l s  a n d  o n e  c a n  o n l y  m a k e  
in fe r e n c e s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  f o u n d  b e c a u s e  s o m e  
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d r a w i ng s had t w o  o r  m o r e  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  m e a s u r e s . T h e  " Ha v e  
N o t "  s e e n  g r o u p  d r e w  mo r e  d e t a i l s  t h a n  ' d i d t h � " Ha v e "  s e e n 
g r o u p , a f i n d i n g  s im i l a r to t h a t  fo u n d  i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  s t u d y  
( I b i d . ) . A n  i n t r i g i n g  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  s n o u l d  b e  r a i s e d i s  w h y  
wo u l d  s o m e o n e  w h o  c l a i m s  t o  n e v e r  h a v e  s e e n a U F O  i n c l u d e  
m o r e  r o u n d  ( o r o t h e r  s h a p e d ) a p e r t u r e s , m o r e  s t r a i g h t  t h i n  
l i n e s  o r  w a v y  l i n e s  e x t e n d i n a  f r o m  t h e  o u t l i n e  s h a p e  a n d  
mo r e  m a r k i ng s a n d  i n s i g n i a s  t h a n  s om e o n e  w h o  c l a i m s  t o  h a v e  
s e e n  a U F O ?  A s  wa s t r u e fo r t h e  d om e  m e a s u r e s ,  i t  s e e m s  
t h a t t h e  im p o r t a n t  i s s u e  i s  wh e t h e r  s o m e o n e w i l l  d r a w  a p a r ­
t i c ul a r  d e t a i l  i n  t h e f i r s t  p l a c e  r a t h e r  t h a n  h o w  h e  d r a w s  
i t . I t  m a y  b e  t ha t  t h e  a n s w e r  t o  �h i s  m a t t e r  l i e s  n e a r t h e  
c o r e  o f  t h e  U F O  e n i g m a . 

SUMMARY 
E i t h e r  t h e  U F O  e x p e r i e n c e  i n f l u e n c e s  t h e  w a y  i n  w h i c h  

o n e  d r a w s  a s k e t c h  o f  t h e  a l l e g e d  s t im u l us o r  i t  d o e s  n o t . 
T h e  pr e s e n t s e r i e s  o f  s t ud i e s  w a s  c o n d u c t e d u p o n  t h e  p r em i s e  
t h a t  i t  d o e s  a n d  t h a t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h i s  i n f l ue n c e  m a y  b e  
q u a n t i f i e d . Y e t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  p r e s e n t r e s u l t s  a t  t h i s  
p o i n t  wo u l d  d i s r e g a r d  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  p e o p l e  
who c l a im t o  h a v e  s e e n  a U F O  a r e  d i f f e r e n t f r om p e o p l e  w h o  
c l a im t o  n o t  h a v e  s e e n a U F O  t o  b e g i n  w i t h . T h i s  i s  a d e ­
f i n i t e  p o s s i b i l i t y . I t  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t ha t  b e c o m e s  a p ­
p a r e n t  a t  t im e s  t o  t h o s e  o f  u s  w h o  i n t e r v i e w  a l l e g e d  U F O  e y e  
w i t n e s s e s  ( H a i n e s , 1 9 7 6 ( b ) ) . I n  o r d e r  t o  a d e q u a t e l y  i n s u r e  
t h a t t h e  " H a v e "  a n d  " Ha v e  n o t "  s e e n  p a r t i c i p a n t g r o up s  a r e  
t h e  s a m e  i n  e v e r y  i m po r t a n t r e s p e c t  b e f o r e  t h e  U F O  s i g h t i n g  
e x p e r i e n c e o n e  w o u l d  h a v e t o  t a k e  f a r  m o r e  p r e l i m i n a r y m e a s ­
u r e s  o n  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  t h a n  w a s  f e a s i b l e  h e r e . A s  w a s  
d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r , g e n e r a l  d e s c r i p t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t d a t a  wa s 
o b t a i n e d  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e  ( s e e . T a b l e  1 )  a n d  s h o w e d  t ha t  t h e  
t w o  p a r t i c i p a n t g r o u p s  w e r e  b a s i c a l l y  s im i l a r . O f  c o u r s e , 
t h e s e  pa r t i c i p a n t s ' p s y c ho l o g i c a l  a n d  s o c i o l o g i c a l  c h a r a c ­
t e r i s t i c s  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i b u t o r s  b o t h  t o  t h e i r  w i l ­
l i n g n e s s  t o  p a r t i c i pa t e i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  a n d  a l s o  t o  t h e  
w a y  t h a t t h e y  e x p r e s s  t h e m s e l v e s  t h r o u g h  d r a w i n g s .  Q u a n t i f ­
i c a t i o n  o f  t h e s e m o r e  s u b t l e  p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i s  v i ­
t a l l y  e s s e n t i a l  a n d  c a l l s  fo r t h e  u s e  o f  r a t h e r  d e l i c a t e , 
s y s t e m a t i c pr o c e d u r e s  ( e . g . ,  S c h wa r z , 1 9 7 9 ; S p r i n k l e , 1 9 7 9 ) . 

T h u s , i f  w e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  t a k e s e r i o u s l y  t h • p o s s i b i l i t y 
t h a t  U F O  p h e n o m e n a  r e p r e s e n t  a m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  a p h y s i c a l 
s t im u l u s t h a t  i s  e x t e r n a l  t o  t h e o b s e r v e r  ( w h i c h  wo u l d  b e  
w i t n e s s e d  b y  a n y  n o rm a l l y  p e r c e p t i v e  p e r s o n  p r e s e n t  a t  t h a t 
t i m e  a n d  p l a c e ) t h e n  w e  m u s t  a l so b e  w i l l i n g  t o  q u a n t i f y 
r e l e v a n t  p e r s o n a l i t y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  s h o w n  t o  
i n f l u e n c e  t h e  p e r c e p t u a l  p r o c e s s i ng o f  a v i s u a l  s t i m u l u s . 
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A t  o n c e  we a r e  c o n fr o n t e d  b y  a no t h e r  m a j o r  a l t e r n a t i v e , 
v i z . , t b a t  t b e  UFO p h e n om e n o n  r e p r e s e n t �  i n t e r n �Il y g e n e r a t ­
e d  s t i m u l i ( e . g . , v i s u a l  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s  o r  p u r e  i m ag in a t i o n )  
t h a t c a n n o t  b e  v e r i f i e d  i n d e p e n d e n t l y . W h i l e  i t  i s  n o t  p o s ­
s i b l e  to e s t im a t e  t h e  n um b e r  o r  p r e s e n t  d r a w i ng s t h a t  we r e  
s o  g e n e r a t e d  i t  i s  l i ke l y  t o  h a v e  b e e n  q u i t e  s m a l l . T h e  
p r e s e n t  UFO d r a wi n g s  w e r e  p r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e o f  a v i s u ­
a l  s t i m u l us , i . e . ,  f r o m  m em o r y .  S t i l l , q ua l i t a t i v e  a n d  q u a n ­
t i ta t i v e  d i f f e r e n c e s  w e r e  fo u n d  i n  t h e  d r a w i n g s o f  t b e  
" Ha v e •  and " Ha v e  n o t "  s e e n  p a r t i c i p a n t  g r o u p s . F r o m  a n  e x ­
p e r im e n t a l  p o i n t  o r  v i e w  t h e n e x t  s t e p  wo u l d  s e e m  t o  b e  t ha t  
o r  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  a w e l l  d e s i g n e d  b a t t e r y  o r  p e r s o n a l i t y , 
p s yc h i a t r i c , a n d  o t h e r  t e s t s  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  U F O  
s h a p e  d ra w i n g  t e s t  u n d e r  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  wo u l d t e n d  t o  m a x ­
im i z e p a r t i c i pa n t  c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  t r u s t . I n  t b i s w a y  w e  w i l l  
b e  b e t t e r  a b L e  t o  i d en t i t y  b o t h  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  p r io r  p e r ­
s o n a l i t y c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  r e p r e s e n t e d i n  t h e  t w o  p a r t i c i p a n t  
g r o u p s  a s  w e l l  a s  a n y  i n f l ue n c e s  t h a t  t h e  a l l eg e d  U F O  e x ­
pe r i e n c e  b a s u p o n  t h e i r  d r a w i ng s . 
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© EDITECS 1 9 79 

A general a e t  of ideaa ia pr o po s ed to su,,est that advanced extra-

. terre s tr i al inte l l i gence (ETI ) mi ght , probably , never be interested i n  

communi catini w i th such a pr imi tive s pe c i es aa oura . 

Accord ing to the author , symbo l i c  sequenti al lan�aie ie the moa t  prim­

itive k i nd of language inte l l i gent be ings may uae .�dvanced inte l l i gences 

may be tter communi cate vi a a non-symbo l i c  non-s equential lan�age , 

whi eh  i a  abl e  to convey much mor e  bi te of i nform�ti Qn per uni t o f  

time a t  a low c o a t  o f  d istora i on , thus near ly e l iminati� the problem 

o f  cloudy symbo l i c  conce pts whi ch i a  ao huge a factor of no i s e  in 

human communi cati on. 

What i s  moa t  interes ting i s  that we may we l l  be in pr esence o f  a 

terr e s tr ial a p e c i e a  havin� evolved a more advanced mod e of com­

municati on: ��� fto l ph i n !  
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Key word a a anthropomor pho centr i am; chau�ni am of symbo l i c  sequential 
language ; e co l o gi cal adaptetionJ informa tion; com�uni cation; 
e i d e ti c ;  d r e am .  

"Human inte l l i pnce r educed t o  i ta e s s ential i s  synonymous w i th 
human lan�age . Inte l l i gence is improved communi cati on, the 
transmi s s ion of mor e  complex info rmati on from one ind ivi dual to 
another . "  

( R i chard L e e , i n : Communi cation wi th 
Extrate r r e s tr i al . Inte l l i gence ­
CETI - Ed i ted by Car l Sa�n ,MIT 
Pr es s I 913 , pa�e 91 ) 

Un ensemble d 1 i d ee e  e a t  propose pour eu��er er qu 1 une inte l l i �ence 

extraterre s tr e  avancee ne serai t , fo r t  probabl ement, aucunement inte­

reesee a communiquer avec une e e pe ce aues i primi tive que la nS tr e . 

Se lon 1 1 auteur , le lan�Je eymbo l ique e t  e equent i e l  e a t  le plus pri m i t i f  

aode d e  communi cation q ue dee &tree inte l l i gent& peuvent uti l i ser . 

Des inte l l igences ��ceea �rai ent avanta,e a communiquer au traver a  

d ' un lan��e non eymbo l i que et non a equenti e l  qui eat , en effe t , capabl e  

d e  vebi cule r  beaucoup plus de b i t• d 1 information par un i t e  d e  temp• e t  

pour un faible t&ux d e  d is to r e i on que l e  pr emi e r , leque l langage 

e l iminerait aina i le problem• d e e  conce pts eymbo liquee que nous uti l i aone 

toua l e e  jour& , conce ptS d ont la nebulo a i te  eemantique e e t  ei iT&Dde 

qu 1 il e  engendrent un impor tant bru i t  de fond d ane la communi cati on 

hUIIlaine . 

Ce qui eat tout aue s i  interee eant e a t  le fai t qu ' i l se pour rait que 

noua eoyone en presence d 1une e a pe ce terrea tre ay ant d e j a  evolue un 

mode de COlJUilWli cation plue avance que le n8tr e : l e  d au phin! 

274 



Kota-cl ea : anthropomor pho centr i ame ; chauvini sme du langage symbo l i que 
s equenti e l ; ad aptation e co l o gi que ; i nformati on; communi cati OnJ 
e id etique ; reve .  

"L 1 i nte l l i gence humaine r edui te a s o n  eas enti e l  e a t  synonyme du 
langa�e .L 1 inte l l i gence e a t  une commun i cat i on am e l i ore e , l a 
transm i s s i on d 1 une informa ti on plus e labor e e  d 1 un i nd ividu � 
un autre . "  

Introduction 

( R i chard Lee : Communi cati on w i th Extraterr e s tr i al 
Inte l l i gence - CETI - Ed i te par Car l Sagan 
KIT Pre s s  I 9 7 3 , p&ie 91 ) 

Cat artic le ee propoee de r .. ener a de jue te a  proporti on• lee ideea 

par trop etroitee que noue noue faieODa OOUr&ament a propoe de DOtre 

aode ueue l de co .. uai cation , ce que Car l Sacan( I� )aurait noame· eau. 

doute a le chauYinieme du lancace-ayabo l ique-aequentie l !  

g u • e at-ce que c e  " ohauTiDieae11 ? C 1 eet ramener ce que 1 1 on ne connalt 

paa a dee ohoeee qui noua eont connuee et il eat YTai , en effe t , qu 1 en 

tant qu ' eapece n 1 ay&nt qu 1 e l le-mame pour . ee comparer noue aToua touj­

oure tendance a tout ramener a noue-mime a .L 1 Hiatoire e a t  pleine d 1 ex­

emplee pGUT&Dt eerTir a i l lua trer macnifiquement ce principe que 

Sacan nomme juatement chauTiniame et que j 1 appe leraia p lut8t " anthro­

poaorphocentri aae " , contracti on de deux appe l latioua b ien a ienit i cati­

Tee .  Nul beao in de noua .etendre 1&-deeaua . 

Il ea t particulie re•ent trappant de conatater ,du aoina a ma coDD&i e­

eance ,que pereonne ne reaet jamaia en question la eoi-d i aant necee­

eite toujoure eoue-entendue qu 1 auraient d 1 eTentue l l ee ETI de manier 

un lanca;e eeablable aa n8tre ! Car , de a  que l ' on etudi e  oe probleae 

d 1 UD peu plue prea , i l  deTient Ti te eTident que Ce aenre d 1 idee e e t  
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un aouTe l exemple d ' anthropoaorphoceatr i aae ,une oe i l lere inte l l e c tual­

le ta9oDDeo par aotre atructure b ioloeique aur laque l le nou. prenona 

incona ciemaent aod e l e .  

Pourtant To i l& la une queatioa priaord iale a car d u  langaee uti l i se 

depend tree cert&ineaent la probab i l i te ou non-probab i l i te d 1 ech­

aace int�ationne l entre deux e ape cea d ifterente a .  

Qu ' e a t-ce q ue  l a  ea..uni cati on? 

Pour repoDdre a cette quea tion je re produi rai tex tue l leaent le para­

craphe auiTant �d ' �ee W i l aoa( 3) , ou cola eat clai rement et a imp lem­

ent defilli a 

"Certain. oat def ini la coaauni cati on comme e t&Dt le phen�aene par 

leq1M l le coaport.Mnt d ' un ind iTidu aod i f i e  la probab i l i te de a ch­

U..a coaport.eaeat.aax elMs d ' aut.rea iDd iTidua . Ce conce pt a l 1 aTanta.tte 
d ' l tre d irecte ... t tradui a i ble en UD enonce mathematique . Ce torma l i s­

ae reconna!t. le jeu ainia&l auiTant . de e ent i tea a 

Ind iTidua 

.A.ctiona 

Pro� i l i tea d ' appar i ti ona 

de cea action. p(� ) 
La c� cation ee produi t loraquo p( X2 I x1 ) � p( X2 ) . Ce qui a i gn i t io ,  

en d ' •utrea teraoa ,que a i  A a execute x1 , alora la probab i l i te condi t­

iODDe l le quo 1 1 •c to  X2 a o i t  execute par l 1 indi�idu B n ' ea t  pas e&ale 

a 1• probab i l i te  que B ex4outo x2 en l ' abaenco de x1 • 

Si l ' on &daet qu ' uno cert&ine quaat.ite d 1 inforaation e a t  traa.m i ae , 
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comment peut-on la me surer? 

L ' uni te quantitatiTe de baae , que 1 1 on uti l ia e  a cette f in , eat le b i t  

( abbreTiation d e  l ' an�lai a " chi ftre b inai r e " a binary d igit d ' ou b i t) . 

Un b i t  eat la quanti te d 1 informati on neceaaaire at in que de contl" o le:r , 

sans erreur , laque l le de deux alternatiTea d 1 egale pro·bab i l it' eera 

cho i a i e  par le recepteur . 

Imaginona UD ay a teme social redui t. a •a p lu a imple •SJW• • • i on eDTia­

aceab l e  et comportant un o i aeau terri torial a i tue en face d '�• afrie 

d 1 intrua . Admet tona que chaque enTahiaa eur ne taa .. auoaDeaeut attent­

ion au propr i etai re de la place tant que ce lui-ci ne lui &ara pr eeen�e 

l ' un  ou l 1 autre de• deux • i cnaux equiprobabl .. auiT&Dta a 

ai l ' o i aeau leTe a e a  ai lea , l ' intru• e ' en Ta toujoura , a ' i l lea bai aae , 

il continue a &TaDCer . 

Chaque presentati on d 'un a ipal tr&1181le t , par conaeq11ent , uu  b i t  d ' intor­

mation.Si aaintenant 1 ' on peut 4a.ettre 4 meeaagee M�uilft'obeb l .. , chaque 

a ignal contiendra 2 b i ta p m  ay s t.eme de 8 ••• •at:•• .. ••a.p• �ui pr obeble• 

contiendra 3 bite par s i gnal , etc . 

Ains i la quantite de bite eat la puie aance a laque l le le nombre 2 

do i t  ltre e leTe pour donner �e ne•bre de lle8 8 &f:8S �ui probablee . 

Si B repr eaente le noabre de b t ta et N le no.bre de .... �. noa. 

obteDOD8 1 

Si l ' on auppoae ,aaintenant , que lee aeaa�e• d i s tinct. ne. aont pl .. 

�ui probable a , alors dau 08 ·cas la quantite d 1 infont&tiOD walr.n.-iee 

deTient motndre que log2N . La  a ipifi cation intui tiTe de la perte 

d ' information eat aiaee a aai e t r .Quand toue lee e i cnaas eats 

aout equiprobab lea , l ' incertitude aas o o i ee a l ' identite de chaque 

tutur s ignal eat a s on aasimum . L ' on d i t  ainei que loraque le 

s ignal eat imia , i l  redui t l ' incertitude a eon · ainimua . Cependant ,  

loraqu ' un  s
.
tgnal e a t  plus frequent que lea autre• , 1 '  i ncertitude aa­

aoc i ee aux s ipaux non eai s  bai a a e . ( • • •  ) " 

277 



Retenone eeulement de cea coneide�atione t��• ceneralee que l ' int­

or.ation eat un concept pa�fai tement quantifiable meme ei . c 1 eet une 
\ 

entite aaeez abetraite et que la communication eat synonyme d 'un 

t�anefe�t d ' information( que l ' on meaure en bits )ent�e eyetemes . 

Plue cette information eera complexe et p�eciee , plus lee eyetemee 

en inter�elation communique�ont mieux , e i  l ' on putt di�e . 

En �eaume , la communi cation c ' eet 1 1 echange et la ci�culation d 1 1nf­

or.atione d&D8 un �eeeau reliant dee eyet�mes emetteurs et des syet­

�mea �ecepteure par l ' intermediaire d ' un  message code qui conetitue 

alo�• un langage . 

Fait iaportant ,elle peut et�e pe�tu�bee pa� la dieto�eion que peut 

eubir le aeeeage cod6 � eon a��ivee ,aoit pa� un facteu� exte�ie� 

aitu6 dana la licne de t�anamiee ion eoit ' cause d ' une non-parfaite 

equiT&lence entre lee codes de l ' f.etteu� et ce lui du �ecepteur, 

ce qui equiT&Ud�a done ' l ' int�oduction d 1un brutt de fond dane la 

ligne de tranaaieeion en queetion.Plue le bruit de fond ae�a eleve 

et plua l ' tntoraation eera deg�adee.Retenoae cee faite eeeentiele 

afin que d 1&borde� la euite de aotre etude .Pour plue d ' intormaiton, 

le lecteur eat iarite � ee reporte� au l iTre de Shannon et WeaTer 

( 4) • . 

Ua Mode de Communi cation PrimitifaL ' ecb&nJe d ' Iaformation pa� Vote  

Sequeatielle Tia un Code Symbolique . 

D' apr�e lee donneee dont noua d ispoeone concernant l ' eTolution dee 

ea�cea et en fonctiOD d ' une interpretation neo-Darwinienne noue 

eaTone que 1 1 en.,-1�onnement eat ree'poneable de 1 1 apparition de telle 

ou telle etructu�e chez un organt .. e s c ' eet ce que 1 1 on nomae 

1 1 adaptation ecolocique. 

final at une bale ine a mod ifie son apparenee de mammif��e c • eat en 

�aieon d 'une adaptation aux contraintea phyeiquee iapoeeea par le 

milieu marin liquide ,de m@ae que lee repreeentante d 'une meme eap-
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� ce preeenteront des adaptations caracter i e tique a en fonc tion de la 

lati tude occupee a Regle de Bere-ann et Recle d ' Al len( �) , par eseaple . 

Cec i  pour dire que le cho is d ' un mode de communi cati on entre ind i­

Tidua d 1 une •••• eepece eat dete raine par l ' hiato ire ph, locenetique 

de l 1 eapece , cona ideree en fonction de la preaa i on de l ' enTironnea­

ent , d ont lea faoteure eont ai d iTera qu 1 i la ne sont guere quanti fia­

ble e . Aina i certaine organiamea communiqueront par dee a ignaus chia­

iquee , d 1 autrea par dea a ig.naus aonorea , etc .  

L ' Biato ire d e  l ' Bo••• • •  reauae � celle du lancace .Kai a  qu1 eat-ce 

qu� notre l�e? 

Lea deus caract6r iatiquea eaaentie l lea du lang�e huaain aonta 

La Sfquential ite 

Le S,abol t .. e 

Cela a i,nitie que noua &.ettona aequentie llement dea ondea accouat­

lquea tranaportant un aeaaage code par l 1 interaediaire de aymbolea . 

Lea aone eaia ou per9ua aont juxt&poa ea lea una aprea lea autrea , 

aala ila ne aoat paa integrea a iaultaneaeat, comme par esemple , 

pourraieat l 1 1tre lea inforaatione percuea par l ' eaaemble dea ce l­

luea de D08 re tiae a ; ce qui eat integre o 1 eat le a,mboliaae qu 1 ila 

Tehiculent. 

gu • e a �e qu ' un  •1•bole? 

UD .,.bo le eat UD a ieaal code aerT&nt a traneaettre une cert&iae qU&D­

t i te d 1 iatoraati on eana esprime r , cepeadaat , toutee lea donaeea re latiTa 

a l ' iatoraatioa ea queation.Par eseaple , je aula ea face d ' une table 

que je per9oie de fa9oa partai teaeat defini e dana l ' eapace et le tea­

P•J •aia a t  Teas traaaaettre cette information l une pere oune e i tuee 

ea dehora de aoa eapaoe-tempa , j 1 aurai quelque d i fti culte car ·je deTr­

at uti liaer ua a t caal aoaore ou e or i t  def iaia aant de fagon ultra-aia­

pl itiee l 1 objet en queatioa , en l ' occurence le conc e pt " table" , aor te 

de reaua6 estrlae de aa per ce ption orictnale . 

Toutea lea caracteriatiquea coaplesea origine llement per9uea au ao,­

en de l ' integration de a i l l i one de donn6ea trait6ea a i.ult&neaent par 
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aon cortex Tiauel auront et4 perduea!  

En  ce  •�na , le ayabole 6quiTaut l une perte d ' information de l ' emet­

teur au recepteur a caaae de 1 1 el imination d 'une erande quantite de 

bit• operee ,depuia la transduction d 1 une information non-aequentiel-
\ 

le et non-eyabolique en une infor.ation aequentielle et eymbol ique , 

par cette transformation. 

En d 1 autrea termea
_
, 1 '  ambipi te du meaaatte • 1 eat accrue dana des prop­

ortio� co�iderablea. 

Dan. le caa de la representation aymbolique d 'un objet bien defini , 

la perte d 1 information eat, certea , iiiDilenae maia i l  en re·ate neamaoina 

quelque chose qui la- rend encore intelligible .Par contre lore de 

l ' echa.nge de concept-a abatrai ta et non atrictement definia( ce q ui eat 

le caa du langage de toua lea joura) l ' ambiguite. prend daa . proportiona 

ai conaiderablea qu ' on peut,a  la limi te , conaiderer qu 1 aucune informat­

ion n 1 a  ete objectiTement tranamiae entre deux peraonneal  

Un concept abatrait laiaae ,en effet , le choix l tellement de  meaaagea 

d ' egale probabilite qu ' il ne tr&D.8met plus rien du tout ,ne serait-ce 

qu'un bit.En ce aena noua cOIBIIIuniquona bien aoUTent a coupe de nuagee 

qui • ' interpenetrent aana ae heurter , pour empl�yer une image! 

Combien de bite un mot tel qu' "objri" ou qu 1 un  autre tel que "realite" 

contient-il? Je ne aauraia le dire . 

La perte informatio·nne lle operee par le proceaaue de aymboliaation 

equiTaut a�ai a
'
une diatora iont perte OU diatoraion aont ici .,nony­

mea .L 1 ambiguite dea concepts eat egale a une non-equiTalence dea 

codes de l ' emetteur et
.
du recepteur ,d ' une part( c 1 eat a dire la 

coloration atfectiTe du mot en fonction de ! ' experience aemoriaee 

qui eat d ifferente - pour chaque peraonne) ,et d 'une autre a un bruit 

de fond aur la To ie de tranamiaa ion. 

En fait il  n 1 exia te qu 1Un aeul langage hamain - apparu tout recem­

men;t. d ' ai lleura - dont le rapport information/diatoraion aoit accep­

tablez a aaTOir le _l�e acientifique ou chaque terme eat atrictem­

ent defini , leT&Dt ainai une grande part d 1 aabicutte bien qu ' elle 
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demeure toujoura en tonction dea r'�li tea objectiTea dea igneee par 

le terme en quee tion , ae lon le niTeau de precision atte int par le 

concept uti Uee , ce que• l 1 on pourrat t noiiDIIer le degre de "resoluti on 

conceptue lle11 • 

Le langage qui noua est  C011111UD ae prete d one mal a UD bon e cbange 

d 1 inforaation pour lea raieona 8UiT&nte8 1  

I.  Quant.ite l imitee d.e bita echane;eablea & cauae · de l a  non-equiTal­

ence d ' un  meme concept pour chaque peraonne , en d 1 autrea ter.ea aui t.e 

& un coda�e different d ' un mime s ignal entre l ' eme tt.eur e t  le recept-

eur. 

2 . Deb t t de bite l im i te par le mode aequentie l  de trana port de 

l ' tntormat.ion. 

Derniere choee a remarque r s i l  exi ete deux aortae de cod�e dans la 

Nature qui aoient aue ce ptiblea de noua intereaeer i c i s  

I .Le codage ph, a i ologique opere par lee . ce llulee aeaeor i e l lea et.  int8-

grat.iTea du a,ateme nerTeax, q ue l ' on peut auppoeer , aana JT&Dd ri eque 

de •• trompe r , ltre identique ches cbaque iDdiTidu d 1 une me.. eepe ce 

Toir entre indiTidue d ' eepecee d ifferentea , c ' ea t  & d ire le laagage . 

natural dee neurones .  

2 .Le codage culture l ,que l 1 on obeerTe ches lee Hommee , opere par dee 

langagee arbitrairee en fonction de• population. . 

Noua ' reTiendrona J i l noue aufti t pour l 1 inatant de aaToir qu 1 un  

oodage phyaioloJique a e  nommera un lancage Naturel , car inTariaat pour 

toutea lea neuronee , tandie qu ' un  cod�e cult•rel sera un l&ugace "J.rt­

ificiel" , car Tariable ee lon l ' expertence et la culture de ehaque ho.,_ 

•• •  

Je  propose •aintenant d e  definir UD l�e O U  l e  rapport eDerJi8 

depenaee par bit effectiTe•ent tranaaia( en une uaite que lcoaq .. e t  

arbitrai re d e  teapa ) eet grand , ooame un langage pri•itit A cause du 

ca•pi llage d ' intoraat.ton qui • ' •n euit. 

De mime eera detini co!Die l�a,e aTance un lauca,e ou ce mhe rap­

port aera petit. 
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Un langace primitif aera done un mode de communication ol le bruit 

entre eae tteur et recepteur aera ,rand et le flux de b i te peti t , tan­

dia que dana le caa d 'un langage aT&Dce ce bruit aera tree petit et 

le flux de bite tree grand .Le a  facteura de bruit aerout aurtout det­

erainea par l '  .. ploi d ' un coda,e uature l , inTariant , ou d ' un  codage 

artificiel et tlou, pour lea raiaona dejl meutionneea . 

ED ao it , dej& , cea detinitiona aont tree lar�ea et n ' ont qu ' un  as pect 

pareaent heur iatique qui pui a ae noua permettre d e  ooapreudre que llea  

aeraient lea  motiT&tion8 eTentue llea d 1 1nte l ligenoea maniant un lane­

ace plus eTolue que le n3tre par rappor t  a l 'Bu.anite . 

En tonction de cea cona iderationa 1 1  deTrai t ltre eTident au lecteur 

qu' un  lancace aequentiel et ayabol ique appartient au premier type 

detini .En conaequence uotre lancace peut l tre empiriqueaent claaae 

comme le prototype d u  lancace pr iattit d ' organiame a recemment par­

Tenus & l ' inte l l icence .Haia qu ' ea t-ce que l ' inte l ligence? Uot encore 

aabip! 

!oujoura eat-1 1 que pour qu ' une tnte l li �ence puiaae a ' esprimer et se 

d ... lopper , en retroaction intormationne lle conatante &Tee aon mil ieu, 

1 1  lui taut aToir un aoyen d ' acti on sur l ' enTironnement qui permettra 

de l ' intormer & aon tour et reci proquement. 

Ce •oyen eat la •ain daaa le caa de notre eapece e t  deTra etre un or,­

aae acoo•p liaaant la alae touc iion chez une autre eapece . 

S&D8 mo,en d ' action aur l ' enTironnement ,quel que aoit  le niTeau de 

coaplesite atteint par ua ay a teae nerTeux , l ' tnte lli�ence ne reate que 

potentie lle , incapable d ' actual i aation.En un aena , e lle eat aana itre.  

Ce la e a t  UD point taportant, noua y reTieudrona en examinant une eap­

ece " c&Dd idate & l ' inte lligeJice" . 

UD Mode de Coasanioation ATaaoe aL ' 'chance d ' Intoraation No�6quent­

ie lle Tia la Voie Naturelle Directe 
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Lea cond i ti ona enTironnementalea ou ae d6Te lop�rent nos anc@ trea 

Priaatea coDdui a i rent notre l tcnee Tera l ' hoainiaation e t , en par t t­

culier , Tera le deTe loppeaent d ' un moyen de communi cat i on Tocal re lat­

iTeaent complese .L 'ETolutlon engendra aina t , aur une p lanete parai dea 

a i l l i arda d 1 autre a ,une eapece capable d 1 echancer de l ' intoraation aaas 

coaplese grlce a tout UD ay a teae phy a i o logique f&90DD6 par la prea­

a i on du ailieu aur ce tte eape ce .Si 1 1 eape ce en question eat Tecu dana 

UD enTiroDDement d ifferent , i l eut ete poa a ible qu 1 e l le D 1 &cquJt j&m­

aia ce moyen de communi cation et qu 1 e l l e  demeurat au alae atade com­

aani cattonnel que lea autre• eapecea animalea .Vaia i l  e4t e te aua a i  

probable qu 1 e lle acquit un ay a teae d e  coa.uni cation aupe r ieur a ce lui 

qu ' e lle C ODD&tt actue l leaent. Ce la n 1 &  ete qu 1 une question de preaa i on 

aelectiTe et de ni che 6cologique . 

Kal a  aommea-noua TT&iment lea aeula en no tre monde a poae eder un mod e 

de communi cation elabore? Noua aertona tentea de repondre par l ' atfir­

matiTe - en regardant &Tee tierte "noa" reali aationa - aai a  i l  aerait 

n6ceaaaire de gard e r  pr6aent a l ' ea pr i t  que toutea noa ac tion• aur la 

Nature ont ete rendu possible par ce que noua poas ed i ona l ' inatrument 

neceaaaire entre notre inte l l igence et notre action aur le mi l ieu , 

en l ' occurence la aain.Qu 1 aur t one-aoua ete sane e l le , tncapab lea 

d 1 1ntor.er la aatiere? L ' on !4t pu ,aere noua d i atinguer dea autrea 

eapicea que , peut-itre , par une abeence de pe l �e • • •  

On a 1 accord e , gen,ralement , a  penae r  que lea cetacee aar ina ,dont en 

partt culier le dauphin et l ' e paulard , aerai ent des cand id ate a 1 1 inte l­

l igence , en rai aon du haat degr e  de deTe loppeaent atte int par leur ay t­

eme nerveus central tant au niTe�u de l ' organiaation que dea a tructu-

rea . 

Le aeul probleme eat que 1 1 on n 1 a  jamai a reua a i  a entrer en communi­

cati on &Tee eusJ Kala c• la aerai t-i l une rai a on de denuer cea l trea 

de cette qqali te que noua noua attribuona J ea t-ce une ra� a on auffiaan­

te pour l tre CODYaincu que DOU8 8 Gmm8 8  bien lea aeula e trea inte l lit­

enta de notre globe ?  Je ne le cro t a  JUire et en Toi c i  lea raiaona a 
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Sevi l le Chapaan( 6 ) a propose en I 96 8 , dana une let tre a S c i ence , une 

hy poth�ae fort intereaaante a propoa des d auphin. et qui , &  ma con­

nai aaance , n 1 a  paa eu beaucoup d 1 e cho( a i  l ' on me permet ce jeu de mote } 
en l ' oc carence ce l le-c i a lea d auphine - et sane doute d ' autr e a  cetacea 

•ar ina - "ve rraient" accoua tiquement leur envi ronnement en p lus de le 

voi r  Tiaue l le•ent e t  cela de fa� on preaque auaa i  bonne que nou. voyona 

le n8tre au moyen de nos yeus.En d 1 autr e a  termea , i la uti l iaeraient 

lea sons de f�on non-aequenti e l le et non-aymbo l ique , d i re ctement par 

la _ voi e  nature lle c ' eat a d i r e  par un codage phy a i o logique au niveau 

des neurone a , invar i ant entre i nd ividtta d ' une meme e a p� ce .  

Ce la e a t  tree important , noua al lou. l e  voi r .  

A d efaut d e  demonatration , i l  taut d i re que cette hypotheae parai t  

fort a eduiaante et plus rati onne l le que l e a  ideea pre cedemment em i s e a  

aur l a  perception accoua tique auppoaee aequentie l le e t  aymbo l ique · 

de cea cetac ea . Apparemment l e a  chercheura n ' ont pas e a saye de se •et­

tre a la p lace d 1 un  dauphin dote d 1 un ay a t�me de per ception tT� B  d i f­

ferent du leur J ce qu 1 i la ont fai t c 1 etai t de transposer inc ona c i e•­

aent leura cr i �rea d ' un langaJe a une e apece d ont l 1 evo luti on fut 

abao lument d ifferente de la leur , tou t en penaant que ceux-c i etai ent 

vraiment obje c t i fa . 

Toujour a e a t- 1 1  que je poua serai encore p l�a dana la speculation , &  

d efaut d 1 e�dences expe r imenta l e s  a ce auje ta a i  un jour l ' hypoth­

eae de Chap.an ae trouve conf i rmee , i l sera alora perm i a  d ' en avancer 

une autre , &  aavoi r  d 1 eDYi &&Jer l ' eventual i te q ue le dauphin pui sae 

c�iquer non par un echan«e sequenti a l  de aona cod es maia par une 

tr&ll&miaa ion integree d '  infonaation non-aymbo lique .  

Cette hypotheae aurai t non aeulement 1 1 avantage d e  •ieux coincider 

ave c lea d onneea neurophy a i o logiquea que l ' on poaaede sur cet anim­

al ,maia e l le expl iquerai t enco·re pourquo i lea expe r i ences ay ant ten­

te de d e te cter un langage aemb lab le au n8 tre che z ce lui-c i aient tot­

alement e choue . Car , alora , le e  dauphins communiquerai ent par de s a o r te a  

d 1 im&«e • accouat iquea extremement ri ches e n  informat i on et totalement 

denueea des attr ibute de notre langage ! 
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Daua ce cas hy pothetique noua aer i ona i r oniquement confrontea & une 

inte l l igence potenti e l lement aupe r i eure 6 la notre ( en raiaon du flux 

importAnt de bite tranam i a s i b lea par s e c onde par ce tte methode pour un 

faible taux de d i a tora ion des mes s age a ) ma i s  incapabl e  de paaser pour 

te l le a DOS yeux en raiaon du mode tout a fai t d ifferent de langage 

e t , surtout , en rais on de l ' absence d 1 actua l iaation de ce tte inte l l i gen­

ce par une action sur l ' environnement sui te a une abs ence de main. 

Ce qu 1 i l eat important de retenir d e  tout ce la eat que l ' envi r�nnem­

ent d 1 une espece determine l ' evo lution ou la non-evo lut i on de te l ou 

te l mode de communi cation. 

ED raiaon de la multipli c i te probab le des environnementa qui d o ivent 

reper aur d '1 autrea p lane te a , i l  n ' ea t  pas impo s s ib le que certai ne s  

eapeces arr ivent a l 1 inte ll igence d i re c tement munie d ' un mode de 

commun ication non-aequentie l , non-aymbol ique - d ont le veh i cule pour­

rai t itre des ond ea electromagnetiquea de haute trequence - ou que . 

des eapecea a imi lai rea a la n3tre &t ent eu le temps d ' ac cumuler aasez 

de connai aaancea sur e l lea-memes e t  l ' o rgan iaation mo l e culaire e t  phy­

a i o logique de leur ay ateme nerveux pour ae pourvoir art i f i c i e l lement 

d 1 un te l moyen de communi cati on.Et j 1 en reviena a la c i tati on du d eb­

ut de cette etude a L ' inte l l i gence c 1 e at une communi cation ame l i oree , 

la transmiss ion d ' information p lua complexe d 1 un ind ividu a un autre . 

De te l lea ETI aatiaferaient bien a ce tte defini tiona e l lea echanger ai­

ent des aortea d 1 imagea mentales a la vi tease de leura penaeea . Aina i 

aeraient-e lles capablea de tranamettre une quantite extraord inai re de 

bits/ae conde , a ans etforta , pat' la Toie nat.ur e lle d i r e c te ,de meae que 

nous inte�ona aana guere noua fatieuer une quant i te enorme d ' infor­

aati on noD-aequentie l le et non-aymbo lique au traTera du ay ateme Tia­

ue l !  

Rappe lona encore que notre ay a teme nerveux e a t  capab le ( aana notre 

controle cona ci ent ) d e  gene rer arti f i c i e l l ement et aana efforts de 

l ' inforaation non-aequentie l le et non-aymbol ique a ce aont le a riTe s 

ou lea hal luc inati ons .Si noua eti ona dotes d 1 un sy a teme eaetteur d e  
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cette intoraation et d ' un autre qui pui aae noue pe rme t tre de la cont­

ro ler a �olonte , alora non. C9DDai tr i OD8 8 &D8  doute UDe DOUTe l le tason 

de peuer et d ' analy aer ,a sa�o ir la 11mod t! l i a a·tion11 iu tantazuSe de te l 

ou te l aepect d ' un reel precedemment memo r i s e !  ( Car le ri�e , en e f te t ,  

eat bien an e  mod e l i sation du ree l ,aod i f i e  ee lon lee des i r e )  

Toujoure ea�i l que certain• d ' entre-noua , que l ' on nomme d e s  e id e ti-

quea( T ) , aont tout .& fait capable• de contr 8ler ' la ,enerati on cons c ien­

te d ' intoraation non-sequenti e l l e  et non-ayabol ique dana leurs sy ate­

•es intecrateur e a aina i un e idetique doue peut euriapoaer ae lon son 

dea i r  une iaace 11hal lucinatoi re11 sur ce qu ' i l  per� o i t  du WoDde 

bterieur . Recardant un arbre d enude i l  peut ina tantanement le recou�­

r i r  de teui l lea iaac;inai res qui lui appara!tr oDt ausa i  r.ee l lea que de 

�ai e a  feui l les ! ( S )  

Ce la eat-i l esceptionne l? Tre e  certainement non , car pui eque tout le 

•onde peut ri�er ou projeter cona c t e  .. ent , soua l ' e ffe t d ' une substan­

ce hal luc inogene , nous de�i ona toua l tre capable• de te l lea pertora­

aacea a�ec un entraineaent qui rea te  a decou� i r .  

Tout cela pour d ire que noua a�ona d e ja poteDti e l l emeDt e n  noua UD 

tutur laucace a�anc e J ce qu ' i l  nou aanque c ' est surtout une s tructure 

DerYeuae eae ttr i ce .Pourquoi ne pas suppoaer que , peut-i tr e , un  jour 

noua aerone capab le• de nou doter d 1 une te l le s tructure ou , a  defaut, 

d 1 en . tabriquer 1 1 4qui�alent e le c tronique ? 

Pour en re�enir aus ETI auace ptiblee de mani er un t.e 1 mode de collllluni­

cat i on , je pose la question a toua ceux qui croient qu ' un  jour noue 

entrer ona en contact a�e c de te lles per aonnalitea a s i  de te lles inte l­

li,encee venaient a paeaer aux eD�irona d ' une p lanete peuplee par des 

iDte l l tcences pourYUea d 'un ay s teme de co .. uni cation pr imi tit , que l 

interet auraient-. l lea a communiquer a�e c e l lee pui aq ue , ne ces aai remen� 

une te lle e a pe oe n 1 aurait rien a leur appo r t.e r  qu 1 e l lee ne aachent 

deja d e pute tort lo�pa? 

Si noua e tad i one lea a iniea , par eseaple , c ' ea t  bien,en derniere analya� 

pour a i eux noua compreDdre J aaia �iendra un Jour ou p lus peraonne n 1 et-

286 



ud i era lea a iuce a car noua aur ona decouvert tout ce que noua vou l i ona 

aavo i r .�lora noua lea lai a a e r ona vaquer a leura occupationa et peut­

ltre qu1 alora certaina a inge a d i acuteront de l 1 esi a tence ou de la non­

esia tence d 1 une creature _,thique denuee de po i l  en arcuaut que a i  une 

te l le creature esia tai t , e lle ne •aaquerait paa de prendre contact avec 

eus • • •  

·Et peut-ltre encore b ien p lua tard , quand cea a ingea auraient evo lue , 

i la ecouteraient 1 1 eapace a travera leura rad iote l e a cope a  • • •• aia i l a  

aeraient l e a  aeula a a 1 ecoute r .  

Et , avant d e  conclure , vo i ci UD re sume succ inct d e s  attr i bute d es langa�ea 

d ont nous avons d i a cute a 

LANGAGE SYMBOLIQUE SEgUENTIEL (L .S .S )  

Vo i e  d e  tr&DAmi a a i ona O nd e a  accoua ti quea 

S tructure du meaaage a Un a i gnal , un  symbo le .Justapo a i ti on aequent­
i e l le d e s  S i iU&US emi a .  

Cod e s  Art i f i c i e l , T&r i ab l e  ave c l e a  cul turea , var i able entre i nd i vi dus 
d 1 un mime 8TOupe de langue 

Q uanti te d ' informati o n  vehi cul ee a fa i b l e ( environ IOO b i tsf a e cond e )  

Amb i JQ i te d ea • i Jnaux : Troa � and e  a cauae d u  cod age ar ti f i c i e l  
uti l i se .  

LANGAGE NON-srYBOLIQUE NON-sEQ UENTIEL ( L .N .S . N .S )  

V�ie de tranami a a i ona Probablement ond e s  e l e c tr omagne tiquea ou 
ond e a  accoua t iquea de baute fr equence . 

S truc ture du meaaa� a Une cons te l lation de a i g.naus a i nte�er 
a imultanement . 

Cod e s  Nature l , invari ant entre chaque i nd ivi du car langage natur e l  
d ea s tructures nerveuaea trai tant l ' informati on. 

Quanti te d 1 information vebi culee a Tree grand e ( probablement plus 
de IOO .OOO bi ta/ae cond e )  

Ambi ,ui te d e s  a i gnausa M i nimale a cause de 1 1 invar i ance d u  cod age 
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Conclus i on :  Ou al lons-nous depu i s  i c i ?  

J 1 ai voulu mon trer d ans ce t ar t i c l e  as s e z  s pe cu l ati f que c e  lan�a�e d on t  

n o ua  s ommee s i  f i e r a  e s t  pour tant tr e s  e l ementa i r e  par r appor t a d ' au tr e s  

l anga�es envi s ageable s . C ' ee t  un an�ropomo r phocentr i sme b i en par d onnab le d e  

croire l e  con tr ai r e  c a r  e e l� r as sure s u r  l ' impo r tance . d e  l 'Homme e t  d e  s a  

d es tinee d ans 1 1 Unive r s . 

S 1 i l exi s te d es ETI av.�nceee aus c e p ti b l e s  d e  parveni r  jusqu • a  la Terr e ,  

i l  me paratt rai eonnabl e  d e  pens e r  que l eur mod e d e  communi cati on d e pas s e  

for t  probab l ement l e  no tr e d e puis d e j &  lonctem pe e t  tant , q ue le prob leme 

de la communi cati on ave c des iens comme nous ne se pose r a i t p lus pour e l les : 

i l  n 1 y  aurai t & implement r i en a communiquer • • •  
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SUMMARY 

© EDITECS 1 979 

Students ot UFO phenomena nowadaye moetly regard their work ae a branch ot 

peychioal
. 

reeearoh . In thie paper I explore the poeeibilitiee ot oonneotione 

and eimilaritiee between UFO and peychio phenomena. 

1 .  Introduction 

I ehall not epend any time on arguing tor the occurrence ot UFO phenomena , 

although I en.11 reter to example• on oooaeion . Rather than deal with the view 

ot thoee critic• that !!1 phenomena can be explained in terms ot either eome 

natural phenomena or an unethical olaim b7 the wi tneeeee , I ehall ignore i t .  For 

me there ie a eignitioant reeidue ot evidence which cannot be eo explained aw�, 

and thie ie not the place to argue about particular caeee . When I uee phrases euoh 
ae ' 'OPO  lighting' below, I reter onl7 to this eipiticant residue . 
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Deaoripticm of particular 0&11811 ill the principal preoccupation of the 

li teratu.re , eapeciall7 the journals . AmoJl8 the bea t  journals in thia field is the 

Bri tiah FlYing saucer review. I shall confine my journal references to it when 
iC 

mentioning particular sighting& . I shall alao refer to some of the more worthwhile 

books and articles in the field , eapeoiall7 those which discuss the general 

questions about the field , which are rq chief concern here . 

2 .  U!'ologra ita recent hietor;y. and current state 

Ironioall7, the beet known event ot l978 connected with UFOa is not a sighting 

but the film ' Close encounters of the third .kind� This unlikel7 title ia taken 

over from the clasaifiQ&tion of UFO sighting& in J . A .  Hynek ' a  The UFO experience , 

and oovere cases where 1 the presence of "occupants" in or about the UFO is 
2 2  

reported� Sometimes contact with these "occupants" ill claimed , as happens in 

the film. 

Since the tilm haa been oommeroiall7 auooeseful , it is certain to have a 

auooessor. Often such tilma have uninspiring titles in the form .' Son ot • • • • • '  

or ' • • • • •  2� · but in this case both t he title ot a successor and ita content are 
obvious . I do not wish to provide tree ideas !or the dollar-laden servants of the 

tilm induetr,y, but since the appearance of Hynek ' e book in 1972 the category ot 

1 Cloee enoountera of the fourth kind' has been introduced by some students of the 

fiel d .  The y  are alleged abduction oases ,  whose details ar e  apparently retrievable 

iC Flying saucer review , 1955 - , six parts per volume . Now published from West Malling, �idatone , Kent.  In later footnotes I cite articles from it in the fol lowing way. ' FSR 20/3 ' refers to volume 20 , issue 3 1  1 FSR CH 9 '  cites the 9th issue of ita supplementary series Case histories ( now suspended } ; and � Sl4 mentions the 4th of ita occasional series of '.Special issues'. I gtve the year o!' publication also ; but as the issues are only around 36 pages each, I omit the page numbers ot the articles . Book selections of some of its articles have been publ ished as The humanoids , London , 1969 (an expanded version of SI1 ) 1 and Encounter cases from F1Ying saucer review , New York , 1977 . . 
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onl� b� regreesion bypnoeia . These qases provide eome or the atrangeet data in thia 
1 2 , 3 7  

field , and their cinematic poeeibilitiea are obvioue . 

Caeee or thia kind are among the reaeone tor a stroll8' ohange in r&cent �are 

aw� !rom orthodexedl� teohnologioal explanations or UFOs aa machines to an 

acceptance that UFO eightinga , or at least a eigniticant proportion or them,are not 

or objects in the normal sense or that term, but are ps�chio experiencee ot some 

kind . Hence the question in my title ,  which we shall explore in the seotiona below. 

Firatl�, however, I IIU&t ·� more about the h1sto17 or the "teobnologioal" period· 

ot explanation• or UFO phenomena, tor it haa left ita mark on the current etate or 

the field in aany W&T•· 

Alth�h eightinge have been recorded apparentl� baok into antiquit7, the 

modern interest in the field started just after the last World War. At the time 

the authori tie a or both Eaet and we at were 4ieoover1ng the enent ot the Germane ' 

military war-time technology, and rapidl7 "acquiring" as � ot the relevant 

personnel as poeeible.  Then these report• or ' !lying eauoen ' ( the vosu• tem or 

the time ) were publicised in profusion ,  especially in the United State� or America .  

Were people aeeing the latest product• o r  the talents o r  our/their/eomeODe elae ' a  

Germans? It 11 not impoeaible tor a machine or that ahape to be deaisned according 

to our technological principlee , although the technical difficulties are immenie , 

eepeciall� to achieve the eudden and large changes or epeect u4/or directio.n which 

are o!ten reported b� witneaaee ) O , S l 

Characteriaticall� o! this field , the question ot whether or not witneeaee 

were obeerving poet-Bazi technology cannot be answered definitively. On the one 

band, there are claima that the Germans tried to develop such a maohine . For 

example ,  in an article under H. Oberth' a name in an earl� iaaue or Flying saucer 

!!!!!! there is information on the 17 ,  a helicopter powered by circumterentiall� 

mounted enginee . Ap�rently it � developed at the reeearoh oentrea in Pra«ue and 
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Vienna, although the technical difficulties were enormous and the project was not 

continued at Peenellllinde� 5 Again, a friend of mine , himself not interested in UFOa , 

told me that a repcirt on the Germans ' achievements was written at the end ot the War 

by a close acquaintance of �is in British Military Intelligence . On the other hand , 

I have not been able to s ee any documents on the matter s the custodians of the 

relevant British, 'American and German archives deny that they possess such material , 

2 6  2 9  
and authorities such a s  R.V.  Jones have n o  knowledge o f  such developments .  • 

In recent years the social climate has eased . The Americana have released much 

2 4  4 8  
ot their information collected by their Air Fbrce , ' and some good television 

1 8  
programmes have �een made there . Again , the French Millillter ot Defence admits that 

1 5 
hi e Minietr,y studies the phenomena . By contrast ,  Britain remains the land of 

t�midity in the face of �thing that is possibly novel • the BBC programmes on UFOs 

4 , 7 
are usually rubbish , tor example ,  But ' Close encounters of the third kind ' may 

help to waken up the British . The Daily express collected much information from a 

8 
request tor readers ' letters , and a UFO Investigation Network is now working wel l  

nation-wide under the efficient organisation o f  Jenny Randlea 6 and reporting 

regularly in Flying saucer review . 

I shall not say more on this s i tuation and i ta histor,y, but I do wish to point 

out the kind of atmosphere that haa . surrotinded the subject , and still does . The 

military implications of UFOs , I am sure , have governed the desire of officialdom 

to disparage the subjec t .  H;ynek ' s  Th e  UFO experience describes many cases of the 

most extraordinary carelessness with the evidence by his colleagues on various 

investigative committees ; indeed , it was these attitudes that aroused his deeper 

2 4  
curiosity .  D.M.  Jacoba ' s  excellent social history o f  The UFO controversy in 

America shows how widespread was the generation of controversy by fanatics on both 
aidea .

ts 
This is our historical heritage , and we must attend carefully to it even 

if it evolved in the context of the aasertion and reject�on of technological 
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explanations which now are not widely advocated . 

3 .  Some similarities between UFO and psychical phenomena 

The move away from technological to psychical explanations has occurred largely 

in the 1970s . 3 The causes include the continuing failure to produce convincing 

technological theories of craft design and motion , and the gradual realisation that 

psychic phenomena are sometimes assooiated with ,  or follow , a UFO sighting { I  give 

some examples in sub-section 3 . 1  below } .  e .G .  Jung was a pioneer in this direction 

in aa much aa in hie Flying saucers of 1959 he regarded UFOe as God-images rather than 
2 7  . 4 1  

machine s ,  al though just before his death he thought that they were space-ships . 

I shall now address �self to the question posed in � title s are UFOs psychic 

phenomena? In the rest of this section I shall briefly survey nine respects in 

which UFOs and psychic phenomena display similarities . I cover not only the 

phenomena themselves but al so theories about them and the attitudes that are held 

about both phenomena and their study. 

3 . 1 .  Phenomena UFOa would appear { l i terally) to be most similar to apparitions 

and ghosts ; but this similarity is less marked than it would seem. But UFOs can 

leave much more physical evidence behind, and more frequently , than is normal with 

appari tions or ghosts • broken branches ,  damaged crops , circular marks on the ground , 

and so on. otc In addition , ectoplasm hardly ever seems to occur at UFO sightings . 

The behaviour of animala ia often s imilar in both areas : dogs and cats run away 

with the same enthusiasm from UFOs as they do from various kinds of psychical 
1 9  1 3  1 4  2 8  

phenomena . Animal deaths have . also been discovered after UFO sightings . • Amdng ' 

otc Among man txamples , see Michel , A. .  and Bowen , C . , • A visit to Valensole , 
� 14/l { 196a) , Crump, L . O . , ' The Whippingham ground effects� � 14/3 { 1968 } ;  
Li ljegren , A . , 1Mariannelund UFO and occupants� FSR 16/6 { 1970) 1 Bowen, c . , . 
' Landings and humanoids reported in Cape Province .• • •  _.,, FSR 19/1 { 1973 )  1 and 
Phillipa , T. , ' Landing report from Delphos� ·  FSR CH 9 { 1972� On the wel l-known 
Socorro case , see Stanford , R. , Socorro saucer;-Nei York , 1978 ( first published 
in 1976 as Socorro saucer in a Pentagon pantry).  
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lpacifio cases where connections between UFO and psyohic phenomena may be involved , 

I maT mention Cellar ' s claim of � 
3 6  �pend on your belief in Cellar) ; 

in�olved psychic healing and ( �ater) 

contacts ( the degree of your belief in them will 

the UFO sighting of • nr .x • in France , which 
3 2 , 3 4 

levi�ation J the sighting& of Stel la Lansing, 

who seems also to have the " thoughtographic" ability to cause images to a ppear on 
, 1 6 . 4 2 , 4 3 , 4 4 , 4 5  

film in addition t� those captured by the camera l '  and the close encounter of the 

fourth kind experienced by Batty Hill , who has had other psychic experiences •4 7 
However, despite these many poin�s of similarity between the two areas , there 

is no obvious patterns of connection between them: one witness ' s  "o ther thing" 

might be poltergeists , another ' s  is thoughtograp�, and eo on . This situation 

s trengthens the general thesis of connections between UFOs and psychic phenomena , 

but makes the development of theories asserting specific connections very difficult .  

, . 2  Repeatability Both areas face great difficulties in this respect . For UFOs 

the most interesting case so far �s perhaps Stella Lansing, who seems to see UFOs , 

and photograph them, at will . In addition ,  other people can see them with her: I 
2 0 , 4 6  

my self have done so . 

' · '  Residual categories Both UFOs and psychical phenomena are defined as residual 

categories of phenomena , those which are not in Respectable Category A ,  nor in 

Respectable B, nor • • • • This has three important consequences . Firs tly , to say 

that UFO phenomena are psychical phenomena really says very litt�e : since both areas 

are so disparate , it is not surprising that some of one will correlate with some of 

the other. This leads t? my second poin t .  Both UFO and psychi c  phenomena need 

classification, need a taxonom.yt to search for the "nature " of either is a mis take . 

Thirdly, connections between two areas might in fact help the construction of 

classi�ications in � of them. 

' · 4  Th e  situation over rationality . Both UFO �nd psychic phenomena strain 
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rationali ty by their apparent contradiction with es tablished science . To me , however, 

the conclusion is a so much the worse for established science . My own work in the 

history of science (a topi c about which scientists normally know nothing si�ificant ) 

has shown me very clearly that scientific progress over time affects the conception 

of rationality itsel f ,  especially �he assessment of the legitimacy or otherwise for 

scientific study of a class of phenomena : yesterday ' s magic muta.tea into today ' s 

feasible problem , and tomorrow it will be demanding research posts and specialist 

journal s .  No argument for the eventual acceptability of a i t�r UFO or ' psychic 

phenomena thereby follows , but the more infantile forma of their rejection can be 

strongly criticised , especially when one brings in the historical fe et that fringe 

sciences of a period help to mould the rationali ty of science as a whole . 

The reason why such wholesale re jection of both t hese fields occurs is as 

follows . Scientists think that the cautious approach to strange phenomena is to 

re ject their occurrence . But they are twice mistaken : firstly , in regarding science 

as a wholly cautious activi ty ( Popper has demolished this view with regard to theory 

cons truction ) ; and secondly in thinking that rejection is the cautious approach 

anyway. On the contrary , the cautious view is to accept the phenomena , since no 

commitment to any particular kind of explanation is made but the pos s ibility of 

exploring various explanations is allowed . The "caution" of rejection is often a 

reckless and unthinking conservatism . A. Michel quotes Jean Cocteau as having once 

1 J J  said t o  him: ' What � be unbelievable is that they should NOT exist . · 

In recent years science itself has become less "authoritarian" in its self-image : 

in particular, physi cs is no longer i t s  queen. As an example ,  meetings between 
2 1  

scientists and ufclogi s ts take place every now and then, and serious journals 

are attempted . 1 0  

3 . 5  The polarity of attitudes As I have intimated before , attitudes concerning 

UFO phenomena and their studies are often strongly in favour or against ; hence 
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another aimilarity with paychioal phenomena leapa to the eye . I am sure that the 

polarity itself ia worthy of atudy. Both areaa seem to tap a deep-seated source of 

fear • fear for some that these phenomena actually occur, fear for others that they 

may actually be orthodoxedly explicable . In this connection the �symmetry of 

publicity of the viewa of critics and of protagonist• applies . Students of 

psychical research know well that critica are automatically aold aa experte , while 
. 1 9  

well-argued defencea are ignored . The same happens in urology. For example , 

all the Britiah newapapera were full recently of the etory that Adamski ' s  

photographs of UFOs must in fact have been of the cover of a bottle coolera but 

the report of ita inventor that he had been inspired to hie design by seeing 
s 

Adamaki ' a  photographs waa less widely circulated . B.Y such movea ia the 

philosophy of reckleas "caution" fortified. 

3 . 6  Minds, bodies and univeraea Both UFO and paychical phenomena have many 

consequence• for the diatinction between mind and body. The current aituation over 

thia distinction ia in a curioua atate 1 moat scientiata (and also Popper) support 

aome form of interacting dualiam between mind and body, while philoaophera think 

that they have reduced mental eventa to atatea of language behaviour. UFO and paychic 

phenomena seem to apeak againet dualiam to aome extent , but in_ add ition attempted 

linguiatic reduction• of mental evente are irrelevant . In a thoughtfUl article on 

' The mind-matter interface '  J .  Eieenbud has made the pleasant suggestion that w, 

regard a uro aa 1 an into-the-body experience', aa a converse to psychical 
1 6  

out-of-the-bod7 experiencee .  Perhapa we can go turther and wonder it a uro ie 

an object at all , and if "it" ia actually flying. 

A related matter ie the question of the a pace-time in which bodies exist .  Part 

of the peychic explanation of UFOs ie that they come from parallel universes , but 

I do not eee what help thie untalaifiable hypotheaia providea . In addition, it haa 

no apecific connection with UFO or peychic phenomena anyway. I can poetulate the 
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eziatence of as many parallel universes aa I like around me without any difficulty, 

since their presence will be detected onlz when physical interaction with � 
universe occurs . E2! such interation may occur ia a good question , of course , and 

maybe some aspect of ufology or psychical research will be illuminated by an answer 

to it .  

3.7  Use of hYpnosis Originally a payohical phenomenon itself ,  hypnosis is now 

a widely used technique in psychologr and { sometimes ) medicine , even though it is 

still not well understood theoretically. It is increasingly used in utology, 

especially for close encounters ot the fourth kind . However, the UFO ezperience 

itself does not normally appear to have any hypnotic or hallucinatory component 

to i t a  the UFO seems t o  enter the witness ' s  ezperience in hie normal state of 

consciousness and does not affect i t ,  although it may well cause physiological 
1 1 , 4 0 

effects (burns , eye-strain, headaches ,  and eo on) and even death. 

3 .8  Use or statistics There is now enough data for statistical analysis of UFO 
50 

sightings to be attempted . The most detailed so far is in progress under 

Dr D. Saundera , a member ot HYnek ' s  Canter for UFO Studies in America, who has 

tens of thousands of sightings in hie computer programme .  He told me aome time ago 

that there seemed to be aome kind of correlation emerging between the frequency of 

sightings and the aidereal time of their occurrence , wi th difterent · distributiona 

tor different kinds of UFO encounter. Perhapa when more statistical work haa been 

done , psychical researchers can find here eome uses for statistics in their own work . 

However, the drawing of conclusions in these areas ia even more periloua than in 

more orthodoz fielda . Fbr ezample ,  I .  Brand ezpresses the hope that the frequency 

distributiqn of UFO data will ahow ·whether UFO phenomena are P.hyaical or paychical 
9 

phenomena, though I cannot see how statistics alone could provide a suitable 

criterion. 
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3 . 9  Use of photographs and films B,y and large the same problems of interpretation 

of photographs apply to both areas a UFO photographs seem to be rather easier to fake . 

Fortunately , there are many photographic experts in both fields who apply very 

rigorous tests and controls on photographic evidence . A UFO sighting of particular 

photographic interest was a sighting in 1967 over San Jos' de Valderas in Spain of 

a white saucer-shaped object with a black mark , rather l ike the Russian character 

called ' zh , ' on its lower surface . There were several witnesses , including two who 

3 9 , 5 2 took clear photographs of the object from different posi tions . I may also 

recall from sub-section 3 . 1  the case of Stella Lansing, which has photographic 

as well as ufological aspects . 

4 .  Some conclusions 

From the considerations above I s hall proceed towards some conclusions . 

Are UFOs psychic phenomena? The question is too simple . The two categories 

are too incoherent and disparate for the question to be worth asking in this form. 

We need to ask a series of questions of the form a 1 In which ways ( if any ) do UFO 

experiences of type X match up with psychic phenomena of type Y ? 1• Al though many 
i ndividual connections have been noticed , no clear-cut pattern of connections has 

yet emerged . If UFOs do come under the umbrella of psychic phenomena , then they may 
well be among the mos t  curious , and thus among the most difficult to study. 

One reason for the lack of success may be that psychical explanations of UFO 

phenomena have only recently become fashionable ,  and urologists have not yet become 

conversant with the details of psyo�ic�l research. For example , J .  Vall4e has 

recently published UFOs a the psychic solution , but I must confess that· I do not 
2 3 , 5 1  

learn from it what the psychic solution ·aotually i s . ·  

Much information may be being lost because utologista are not asking UFO 

witnesses relevant questions , or carrying ' out appropriate procedUres . For exampl e ,  
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the possibility of pre-cognition of UFO sightings is not usually explored. Again , 

the interview of witnesses is regarded only as a search for information and opinions a 

no attempt is made to recreate the possible psychic state of mind of the wi tness . 

FUrther, the location of the UFO sighting i• carefully mapped ; but it is usuall7 

correlated only with man-made artefacts sucp as power lines , and not with natural 

effects such as magnetic fault lines . ( A. Michel ' s  Flying saucers and the s traight 
3 1  line mystery is something of an exception , and the frequency of occurrence of 

sightings near mountains and/or lakes is widely notedJ Finally, the time of duration 

ot the sighting is determined as accurately as possible , but the wi tnesses ' 

astrological charta (both the birth and the progressed charts ) are not prepared , 

to see if any tendencies or patterns are td be found from them. 

I am inclined to wonder whether explanations ot both UFO and psychic phenomena 

may have to draw on occult doctrines . The most interesting essay published eo far 

on possible occult aspects of UFO sighting& is David Tansley ' e Omens of awarenesa .1 • 4 9  

The stimulus for him to write the book came when ' A  sudden and inexplicably deep 

interest in UFOs occurred in Januar,y 1976 accompanied by peculiar synchronistic 
2 

events� Be read some of the technological explanations of UFOa , ·  but in a 

counter-view he relates UFOs to the ' expanding consciousness of man '  and to ancient 

Myster,y Teachings about the world. For him UFOs are connected with fPirit forces 

called 1 allies� which can appear in human and animal form, and perhaps even as UFOs . 

The colours in which UFOs aometimes appear are �imilar to those found in ( al leged ) 

manifestations of pranio energy. UFOs are appearing in order to make us .realise 

the exiatence of the univereal creative foroea of nature , and to encourage us t o  

control them. Tansley ' a  book is dedicated to Brother Philip, of the Monaster, of 

the Seven Rays in South America, the continent in which ( for some reason) many ot 

the beet UFO sighting& occur.* _ Brother . Philip ' s Secret of the Andes is not a UFO 

K Many  such cases are described in the � issues of !§!. 
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3 8  
book , but some o f  its message relates t o  UFO a  in the way that Tana�ey outlines .  

We are obviouely entering deep water here a but the shallower etreame ot 

technological and paychioal explanations have so tar been diaappointiDB• And attar 

all ,  why should fringe subjects not embrace their own tringea? 

1 )  B a k e r , D . , ( 1 9 7 8 ) T h e  o c c u l t  s i gn i f i ca n c e  o f  U FO s , L o n d n  

2 )  B l um r i c h , J . F . •  ( 1 9 7 4 ) T h e  s o a c e s h i ps o f  Ez e k i z l �  New  Y o r k  

3 )  Bowe n , c . •  ( 1 9 6 9 )  F S R  1 5 / 4  

4 )  B owe n , c . •  ( 1 9 7 4 )  F S R  2 0 / 2  

5 )  Bowen , C . , ( 1 9 7 5 )  FSR  2 1 / 3 - 4  

6 )  Bowen , C . , ( 1 9 7 7 )  F S R  2 3 / 2  

7 )  Bowe n , C . , ( 1 9 7 7 ) F S R  2 3 / 3  

8 )  Bowen , C . , ( 1 9 78 )  F S R  2 3 / 6  

9 )  B r a n d , I . , ( 1 9 7 5 ) Z t s c h . P a ra o syc h . G r e n z ge b . P sy c h . 1 7 ,  89 - 1 2 4 

1 0 )  B r a n d , I . •  ( 1 9 7 5 ) U ngew6h n l i c h e  G r a v i t a t i o n s - P h l n ome n e , n . p .  

1 1 )  Ca r r i o n , F . M . , ( 1 9 7 3 ) F S R  1 9 / 2  

1 2 )  C o l l i n s ,  A . , ( 1 9 7 8 )  f!! 2 3 / 6 - - 2 4/ 1 

1 3 )  C re i g h t o n , G . ( 1 9 70 ) f!! 1 6 / 1 - 6 

1 4 )  C re i g h t o n , G . ( 1 9 7 1 ) F S R  1 7/ 1 - 2 

1 5 ) C re i g h t o n  , G . , ( 1 .9 7 4 ) f!! 2 3 I 3 , ( 1 9 7 6 ) F S R . 2 2 / 3  

1 6 )  · E i s e n b u d , J . , ( 1 96 7 )  T h e  wo r l d. o f  T e d  S e r i o s , N ew Y o r k  
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1 8 )  Emeneg g e r , R . •  ( 1 9 7 4 ) U F O s  oa s t , pre s e n t  a n d f u t u r e , N e w  Y o r k  

1 9 )  Fu l l e r ,  C . , ( 1 9 7 4 ) F a t e  6 5 - 7 4  

20 .) Gr a t t a n - Gu i n n e s , I . .  ( 1 9 7 5 )  F S R  2 1 / 2 

2 1 ) Hyn e k , J . A . , ( 1 9 70 ) F S R  1 6 / 2  

2 2 )  Hy n e k , J . A  . •  ( 1 9 7 2 ) T h e  · UFO  e xpe r i e n c e . A s c i e n t i f i c  e nq u e ry ,  
New  Y o r k  

2 3 )  Hy n e k , J . A . , ( 1 9 7 5 )  T h e  edge of rea l i ty ,  C h i c a g o  

24 ) Hy n e k , J . A . , ( 1 9 7 7 )  T he Hyn e k  U F O  r e o o r t . N ew Y o r k  

2 5 )  J a c o b s , D . H . , ( 1 9 7 5 )  T h e  U F O  c o n t ro v e r sy i n  Ame r i c a ,  B l o o m i n g t o n  
a nd L o n d o n  

2 6 ) J o n e s , R . V  . • ( 1 96 8 )  P hys i c s b u l l . ,  1 9 ,  2 2 5 - 2 30 

2 7 )  J u n g , C . G . , ( 1 9 5 9 )  F l yi ng S a u c e r s  . . . . . • New Y o r k  

28 ) L a ma r c h e , S . R . , ( 1 9 7 6 ) F S R  2 2 / 5 - 6  

2 9 )  L u s a r ,  R . , ( 1 9 5 9 )  Germa n s e c re t  w e a o o n s  o f  t h e  S e c o n d  W o r l d Wa r ,  
N ew Y o r k  a n d  L o n d o n  

3 0 ) M c C a m p be l l ,  J . M . , ( 1 9 7 3 ) U fo l ogy .  N e w  i n s i gh t s  from s c i e n c e  a n d  
c ommo n s e n s e � B e l m o n t , Ca l i fo r n i a  

3 1 ) M i c h e l , A . , ( 1 9 5 8 ) F l yi ng s a u c e r s  a n d  t h e  s t ra i gh t  l i n e  m i s t e ry ,  
New  Y

.
o r k  

3 2 )  

3 3 )  

3 4 )  

3 5 ) 

M i c h e 1 , 

M i c h e l , 

M i c h e l , 

O b e r t h , 

A .  • 

A .  • 

A .  • 

H .  • 

( 1 9 6 9 ) 

( 1 96 9 ) 

( 1 9 7 1 ) 

( 1 9 5 5 ) 

F S R  S I 3  

F S R  1 5 / 6  

F S R  1 7 / 6  

F S R  1 / 2 

36 ) P u h a r i c h , A . , ( 1 9 7 4 ) U r 1 , L o n d o n  

3 7 )  R a n d e l s ,  J . ,  a n d  We t n a l l ,  P . , ( 1 9 7 8 ) F S R  2 4 / 2  

38 ) ( Re i h l ) ,  B r o t h e r  P . , ( 1 9 6 1 ) S e c r e t  � f  t h e  A n d e s , L o n d o n  p p . 5 6 , 2 2  

3 9 ) R i b e r a , A . , ( 1 96 9 )  F S R  1 5 / 5  

40 ) R i fa t , c . •  ( 1 9 6 7 )  U f o  P h e nomena , I I / 1 , 9 3 - 1 2 0 
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4 1 ) S c hwa rz , B . E . , ( 1 9 68 ) M e d i c a l  t i me s , 9 6 , 96 7 - 9 8 1  

4 2 )  Sc h w a r z , B . E . , ( 1 9 7 2 ) F S R  l H / 1  

4 3 ) S c hw a r z , B . E . � ( 1 9 7 3 ) F S R  S I 5  

4 4 ) Sc h w a r z , B . E . , ( 1 9 7 4 )  F S R  2 0/ 4 - 6 

4 5 )  S c h wa rz , B . E . , ( 1 � 7 5 ) F S R  2 1 / 1  

46 ) S c hwa r z , B . E . , ( 1 9 7 6 )  J .  Amer i c a n  S o c . P s yc h o s om . De n t . Me d . , 
2 3 , 6 0 - 7 3  

4 7 )  S c hwa rz , B . E . , ( 1 9 71 )  F S R  2 3 / 2 - 4  

48 ) S te i g e r , B . ( e.d . ) ,  � 1 97 6 ) ·fro·ject-:·tnue s·o o k , N ew Y o r k  

4 9 )  T a n s 1 ey ,  D . , ( 1 9 7 7 ) . Ome n s  o f  awa r e n e s s ,  L o n d o n . T h e  p a s s a g e s  
r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h i s  p a r a g r a p h  c ome from t h e  d u s t  
j a c k e t , a n d  p p �-· 9 4 - 9 6 , 1 2 8 - 1 2 9 , 1 8 5 a n d  3 0 5  

50 ) V a l l �e .  J • •  

5 1  ) Va l l � e . J • • 

( 1 9 7 1 ) 

( 1 9 7 7 ) 

F S R  1 7 / 3  

U FO s : t h e  
p u b l i s h e d  
c o 1 1 e2e ) 

5 2 ) V a n c e , A . , ( 1 9 7 3 ) F S R  1 9 / 2  

�s�c h i c  s o l u t i on ,  S t . A 1 b a n s  

i n  1 9 7 5  u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e  T h e  

· 5 3 )  W i n d e r , R . H . B . , ( 1 9 6 6 ) F S R  1 2 / 6  ( 1 9 6 7 )  F S R  1 3 / 1 - 3 
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A STATISTICAL SURVEY AMONG ITALIAN 
ASTRONOMICAL OBSERVATORY 

M. PITTELLA 

Centra Ufologico Nazionale 
Via Vignola 3, 201 36 Milano, Italy 

ABSTRACT 

© EDITECS 1 9 79 

Thi s stati s tical survey was per formed be tween the years 
1 977 and 1 978 , among the mo s t  impor tant 1 � as tronomical and 
as trophys i cal obs erva tories in I taly . I t  had the purpos e  t o  
pro be  the opinion of a ma j or s li c e  of t h e  I talian s c i entific 
community about the UFO sub j e c t  and to know Wh&th&r the s taff 
of some observatories had direc tly s i ght ed s ome UFO phenomena . 
Thi s  informat ive tes t did not supply us with new and une xpe c �  
ted information . Howe ver i t  i s  a clear document emphas izing 
the mediocre s tandard of informa tion and s ens ibility of the 
s c i entific environment upon the · UFO que s t i on .  

Such an inve s t i gation , i f  addre s sed t o  o ther s c i enti fi c  
circles t o o  and re gul.arly repeated , c ol.lld b e  a sui table way 
to as s e s s  t ime to time pos s ible developments of the s c i en t i ­
f i c  opinion about the UF O  sub j e c t .  

KEY-WORDS 

Information ,  Informative Tes t ,  Obs ervatori es , Questionnaire , 

Survey 
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INTRODUCTION 

On sugges t ion of a member of our Sc ienti fi c  Commi t t ee , 
the Operative Team of Milan provi c ial divi s ion of " Centra 
Ufolo gico Naz i onale " s tarted thi s  survey in May 1 9 77 . The 
work was completed in June 1 978 in coinc idence with the an­
swer of ·the las t O bs erva tory tha t  accepted the ini t iative . 

From the very be ginning we as sured all Obs erva tories 
that we would not have divulged the papers they had filled 
it .  Thi s in order to render their e xpr e s s ion as s erene as 
pos s ible . Thus the ori ginal answe rs of the . Obs ervatori e s  
are n o t  reproduced in thi s  repor t . Here we shall confine our ­
selves to de s c ribe under a stati s ti cal form the gathered in­
formation . 

MATERIAL AND METHODS 

Ob servatories probed 

We addres s ed thi s  ' informative .te s t  only to tho s e  fourteen 
I talian Obs ervatories which mi ght be regarded as a c t ive one s 
at the moment , on indi cation of a CUN as tronomi cal consul tant . 
They are as follows : 
1 . - Obs ervatory of ARCETRI - L . go E . Fermi 5 ,  Firenze 
2 . - Observatory of AS I AGO - Asiago (Vi cenza ) 
3 · - Obs ervatory of BOLOGNA - Via Zamboni 3 3 , Bolo gna 
� - - O bs ervatory of BRERA - Via Brera 2 8 , Milano 
5 . - Observa tory of CAGLI AR I  - Via Os pedale , Cagliari 
6 . - Obs erva tory o f  CAMPO DEI F IORI - Campo de i Fieri ( Vare s e ) 
7 . - Obs ervatory of ·cATANI A  - V . le A . Doria , Catania 
8 . - Obs ervatory of COLLURANI A  � Collurania ( Teramo ) 
9 . - Ob s ervatory of CAPOD IMONTE - Via Moi ar i ello 1 6 ,  Napoli 

1 0 . - Obs ervatory o f  MONTE MARI O  - Monte Mari o , Roma 
1 1 . - Obs ervatory of PALERMO - Palermo 
1 2 . - Obs ervatory of P I NO TORI NESE - Pine Torines e  ( Torino ) 
1 3 . - Obs erva tory of TDIESTE - Via Tiepolo 1 1 , Trie� te 
1 � . - Observatory G . HORN D ' ARTURO - Via Monte.be llo � ,  Bolo gna 

Ouesti0nnaire used 

The survey was based on ·!i one - shee t  s imple que s tionnaire 
( F i g . 1 ) . No previous type s of que s tionnaire exi s ted to whi ch 
we might refer . Als o  we were not aware of how many Obs ervato­
ries would have paid attent ion to our ini t iative . So we de c i ­
ded to use a really elementary que s t ionnaire , that mi ght have 
a good chance to be favourable we lc omed by it s addre s s ee s . In 
the que stionnaire the following nine que s tions were repor ted . 
All que s t ions generally required a "ye s "  or "no "  answer only . 

1 . - Are you acquainted with UFO phenomenon? 
2 . - Do you know as tronomer s who wi tne s s ed alle ged UFO pheno -

menon? 
· 

3 . - Did s ome among your colleague s witne s s  an alleged UFO 
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lt- . -

; . -

6 . -

7 . -

8 . -

phenomenon . at your Obs ervatory? 
Do you know whe ther o ther Obs ervatories witne s s ed such 
a phenomenon? 
Did your Obs ervatory receive some reports  of alle ged UFO 
sighting s ?  
D o  you re gard s ome among the report's you received as re l ­
iable ones ? 
Do you usually convey the received reports  to some of­
ficial bodies ?  
What explanations of the following ones d o  you think to 
be reliable ? 
Natural phenomenon 
Psychic phenomenon 
Parapsychological phenomenon 
Extraterre s trial machines 
Se cre t  terre s trial machines 
Known terre s trial machines 
Hoaxes 
Machines of ano ther time 
Machines of ano ther dimens ion (Hyperspatial phenJmenon)  
Some thing o ther ( s pe c i fy )  

9 . - Do you like t o  know the results o f  thi s  survey? 

A blank appeared at the bot tom of  the questionnaire where to 
put the date of comp ilation , the s ignature and pos s i ble sug ­
ges tions and/or criticism addre s s ed to our Center . 

Dispatches to the Obse rvatories 

The firs t letter to the Obs ervatori es dates back to May 1 lt- ,  
1 977 . Two reminders we re then forwarded to the O bs erva tori es 
which had not answered ye t ,  wi thin the dates July 2 5 , 1 977 
and September 1 ,  1 977 . All the ·three times we s ent the fol ­
lowing material : 
a . - a letter of introduc tion where our pro j e c t  was explained 

and where we s tated in a full and clear way that the UFO 
phenomenon ha s to be looked upon as a phenomenon the nat ­
ure of which is  s t ill unknown a·nd has no t t o  be precon­
ceivedly as soc iated with any prema ture explana tions ; 

b . - informative papers about the ac tivity , the organi zation 
and the aims of our Cente r ; 

c . - the s tatis tical que s t ionnaire (Fi g . 1 ) ;  
d . - a pre -addre s s ed envelope for the . re turn of  the filled - in 

ques tionnaire . 
On . June 1 978 we s ent a copy of the report in whi ch we summa ­
rized the resul t  of the survey to everyone o v  the: 1 lt- Obs er­
vatories involved (also to tho s e  who gave no answer or tho s e  
who stated they were not interes ted in the resul t  of the in­
formative tes t) . 
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RESULTS 

Respondent Observatories 

Ten only among the four teen probed Observatories j o ined the 
survey . The Obs ervatories  No . 1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  5 ,  7 ,  a ,  9 ,  1 2 , 
1 3  (according to . the list  shown under the chapter "Material 
and Me thods ) gave us their answers , whereas the other 4 O b­
servatories did not t ake part in our enterpri s e . 
Answers 
The his togram produced in Fi g . 2  illus trates both the number 
of positive answers (positive Y-axi s ) '  and of ne gative one s 
(ne gative Y-axis ) coming from ten Observatories about the 
ques tions No . 1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  5 ,  6 ,  7 ,  9 contained in the ques ­
tionnaire . As we can s ee in the same hi stogram ,  some Obs erva ­
tories did not answer (or they did no t i t  wi th the nec e s sary 
clarity)  the que s t ions No . 1 ,  6 ,  7 .  
The histogram produced in Fig . 3  illus trat e s  which o f  the pos ­
s ible explanations listed in ques tion No . a · was the mos t  
frequently expre s s ed by the O bs erva torie s . Two Obs ervatories 
did not answer que s tion No . a ,  but the o ther ones  pointed out 
from 1 to 5 po s s ible explanations of UFO phenomena . 

DISCUSS I ON 

The results  of thi s  inquiry sug ge s t  4 important  comments : 
1 . - The Italian Obs ervatories are not acquainted with the 

UFO phenomenon. 
Als o  Obs erva tories sta ting they have a good acquaintance 
wi th the phenomenon ( que s tion No . 1 )  a s s ert they have no 
good knowl edge upon any UFO s i ght ing s in which some pro­
fes s ional as tronomer had been involved ( que s tions No . 2 
and 4 ) . Conver sely we know very we ll tha t  many cases  of 
thi s kind exi s t . The only Obs erva tory answering in a po ­
sitive way the que s tions No . 2 and 3 was on the contrary 
re ferring to the sighting of a balloon . 

2 . - The Italian Obseryatories function like gather ing centers 
for sightings re.ports . 

3 · -

It should be noted that the maximum index of po si tive an­
swers concerns the quest ion No . 5 .  But thes e reports , 
which are s eldom re garded as re liable one s , owing to the 
mediocre sens ibili ty of the Obs ervatories too ( que s tion 
No . 6 ) , are systematically los t , becaus e they are never 
conveyed to anybody able to  examine them closely (ques ­
tion No . 7 ) . 

Answers to ElUestion No . 8 are as s embled around the natu­
ral and psychic phenomena , the c onve�t ional aircrafts 
and the hoaxes . Few Obs ervatories  showed to have some 
doubts . 
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� . - The Italian Observa tories are not interested in the UFC 
matter . 
Many as tronomer s  willingly speak about the UFO s ub j e c t  
when news papers , broadc a s t  and te levi s ion stations ask 
them for i t , but only 8 Observatories out o f  1 �  appea ­
red to be i ntere s ted to know the r e s ults of thi s  work 
and two Obs ervatories exp l i c i tly s tated they d i d  not 
want to know them (que s t ion No . 9 ) . Thi s  fac t ,  the me ­
diocre s tandard of information about which we talked a t  
point No . 1 and the reminder s  w e  h a d  to forward them , 
te s t i fy the s cant intere s t  of our Obse rvatories in the 
UFO ma tter . 

In s p i t e  of th i s  s t i ll d i s consolate p i c tur e , s ome as t ronomers 
are s tep by s tep approaching the UFO problem more seri ous ly . 
Maybe . .  within some years ano the r  informative te s t  of thi s  k ind 
shall bring t o  the l i ght a mo s t  c omfortable s i tuat�onJ 
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centra ufologic·o nazionale 
per lo atudio della fanomenologia U.F.O. 

aperazione ASTAD QUESTIONAR IO STATIST I CO 

MATERIALE R ISERVATO 
ad uao del aolo nucleo operativo osservatorio di ______ _ 

s ilno 
\.Sieta dDcunentati sul f'eronera uf'alagico? ___________ O 0 
:LAstronotroi d1 vast"- coraKanze sara stt.t1 tolwlta tastimon1 

di presunt1 passaggi UFO? 0 0 X 
3.Qualcura di '1101 hll assistita • pre.unti �aiiQgi UFO csal \10-

stro Ossai"\Mtorio? _____________________ o O x  
4.\/1 risul ta che dfi •d t:ri Os!lei"\Mtori siMno stati eff'ettuati 

simili avvistCI1118nt1 ? ____ _ D D x 
5.Il wstro OsseMMtaria ha ricew ta  QUt�lche segnalaziane di O D prasunti avvistwnanti UFO? ________________ _ 

&,Ritenete attandibile almena qualcuna del le segnalaziani che 0 0 X avete eventUdl����mta ricewta'l _..._ _____________ _ 

7.0amunicata solitdmante a quelche Ente uff'iciale le eventua11 
segr���laziani cna ricavete'l _________________ p 0 -;:":":=-------ENTE 

&Qua l i  spiagoztnni �a! fa� v i  sembrana l e  p iU  attandibil i? · 

0 f.onara n�&turlll& 0 ardigni tarre•tri carasciuti 

0 f81"101118fC psicnico 0 montature 

D fenarnera paraosicolagica 0 ardigni Cli un al tro tempo 

0 ardigni ax tru tarreetri 0 ardigni d� un• altre dirnensiaM 

0 onJ1�n1 tarrestri sagreti 0 altr. ( specificare ) 

9. 0asidarate carcscere 1 r1sultat1 di auasta metre st:.atistie¥? 0 0 S I  NO 

F DWA DEL COMrllLAfOAE 0 A T A  
X 111 . !idret!IIIIO ncl ta  arati •• patasta sp��eificare nella sCIBZia riHrvato alle I"Gte 

1 I"'�ninutivi carnplati e le del ta relative ai casi in quaatiana . 

I'.OTE ( aventu.a.li catnuniCMZiani d Centra Ufalagico Nazianale ) • (utilizzuro ewntUil!lll8nta ancha 11 retra d•l f'�lio ) • · 
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OFFICIAL DATA REQUEST IN ITALY 

R. CABASSI, R. F ARABONE, F .. IZZO 

CNIFAA 
Via Rizzoli, 4, 401 25 Bologna, Italy 

© EDITECS 1 9  79 

The rec ent wave o f  UFO repor t s c onc ern ing I ta l y  from 
Sept ember 1 9 7 8  to January 1 9 7 9  induc ed our Comm i t t ee 
to be pr e sent in the na t iona l pr e s s  with a ser i e s  o f  
c l ar i f ic a t ion ar t ic l e s . More over we pr omot ed a n  o f f i­
c ia l  r e que s t  t o  the I t a l ian M in i s try o f  De fenc e in 
ord er to make ava i l ab l e  to qua l i f i ed r e s earcher s ,  the 
d a ta f i l ed by th i s  Mini s t r y . We have no t ye t got a 
f ina l answer t o  our r e que s t , exc ept for a c ab l e  from 
Admira l Ma inin i , Pr inc ipa l Pr iva t e  Sec r e t ary o f  the 
Min i s t ry o f  Defenc e , da t ed Rome 1 3 th ,  1 9 7 9 , where we 
were t o l d  abou t h i s  wa i t in� for in s t ruc t ions from 
"higher organs" who were l ook ing for a "c iv i l ian or­
ganizat ion" to wh ich d evo lve the s t udy of t he UFO 
pr ob l em . 
But , in order t o  s i ft such a propo sa l ,  l e t  u s  examine 
the c ont ent s of our o f f i c i a l  reque s t , d a t ed january 9 ,  
1 9 7 9 ,  wh ich ha s been s ent t o  the h i ghe s t  organs o f  
po l i t ic s  and d e fenc e o f  our c ount ry : 
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Rll. De tFromJ 
C.N. I. F. A. A. Prof . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
t HNdq�rtera J 
VIe Rlzzoll. 4 IC/B 
TaL t05JJ 23.90.88 
40125 BOLOGNA fltelyJ 

Bologne, . . -��.nu�_r;y . -� , . . J.�.?.� . . . . . . . . . : . 

A f ToJ 

r 

In reference to t he declara t i on of Navy Captain Miche l e  TURRI ,  head 
clerk of t he Opera t ion Burea u ,  Third Department of Genera l Sta f f , 
Board of Defence _ ( l ) : 

_j 

"We do not have any apec iat
" 

Bureau and t h i a  kind of newe ( reaard ina UFO phen­

omenon -ed i t o r i a l  note-) ia par t  of non c la a a i f ied informa t ion, i . e .  not c ov­

ered by mi l i tary aecret ; ·a• a ma t ter o f  fac t ,  we do no t even draw up a t a t i ­

a t i c a  • . . .  omi u i a  . . . .  " 

• As no mil itary interest subs i st s  in the common ly def ined by monoQram 
" UFO phenomenon" , 
Since internat ional Qroups of scient i st s  are even more i nterested i n  
such phenomenon ( 2 ,  3 ,  4 ,  5 , 6 ) , 
consider inQ a l so the actua l ity �nd the per s i s tence of observat ions 
o f  uniden t i f i ed obj ect s  in our country and considerinQ the doubts 
expre ssed on t he matter in a recent ques t ion at Par l iament ( 7 ) , 
our Committee , acknowledg inQ a potent i a l  sc ien t i f ic interest in the 
da ta Qathered by the Genera l Sta f f  of the Board of Defence , and kept 
at the Board of Defence in Rome , in order to recuperate such data 
for appropr iate use , a sks t ha t : 
1 )  such data be handed· over , toQether with poss ible studies , research 

work and enqu i r i e s  carr i ed out by special i st s  of t he Board o f  De­
fence to a Qroup of highly competent sc ient i st s  and researcher s ;  

2)  a l l  future observa t ions o f  such phenomenon be part o f  such col la-
bora t ion . 

We wish to propose as a cand idate reQard s the cho ice of such group 
of specia l i st s .  We wi sh to lay stress on the fact tha t  research 
workers of severa l doctr ines j oi n  our Committee and are a lready 
act ively enQaged in studies and elaborat ion of data concerninQ UFO 
phenomena . 

The important i nterna t i ona l col laborat ion which exi st s  in the 
ed i t i nQ of the interna t iona r rev i ew " UFO PHENOMENA " , which we 
send you regula r l y ,  i s  an ulter ior proof of the ser ious work 
of research of our Committee . 
Thi s document i s  s igned by uni vers i t1 and scien t i f i c  re searchers 
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that support our initiat ive but are a l so a�a ilable to col laborate 
as consulents .  

( 1 )  La Naz ione , May 27 , 1 9 7 8  
( 2 ) E . U . Condon Proj ect Direetor " Sc ient i f ic Study of Unident i -

f ied Fl yinQ Obj ect s "  Bantam Books New York ( 1 9 6 9 )  
( 3 ) J . A . Hynek " The UFO Exper ience : A Scient i f ic Enquiry" 

ReQnery ChicaQO ( 19 7 2 )  
( 4 )  Dornbos N . , Ed . " 1 9 7 6  CUFOS ProceedinQS" 
( 5 ) SaQan c . ,  PaQe Th . Eds .  " UFOs : A Scient i f ic Debate" 

cornel l Univer sity Pre s s  New York ( 1 9 70) 
( 6 )  sturrock P . A . , car l son J . B .  " Stanford Workshop on Extrater­

restr ial civilization : openinQ the DialoQue " Origin s  of L i fe , 

Vol . 6 ,  No . 3 , 4 5 9  ( 19 7 5 )  
( 1 )  Question with wr itten answer - 2 0  November 1 9 7 8  

ACCAME t o  the President of the Cabinet 

Una rlcerca eclentlflca eul fenorneno UFO 
A eclentltlc reeearch on UFO phenomenon 

Th i s  r e que s t  wa s s igned by t h ir ty-two r e s earcher s ,  in­
c lud ing I ta l ian and fore ign univer s i ty t eacher s .  
It d id no t c er t a inly mean t o  a sk for the e s t ab l i sh ing 
of an ad hoc c ommi t t e e  in the amb i t  of a r e search c i ­
v i l ian organiz a t ion . The po int i s  tha t und er t h e  t erm 
1 1c iv i l ian organiz a t ion11 , a s  i t  is usua l ly c onc eived by 
po l i t ica l organ s , one can only mea n ,  in I t a ly , an org­
aniza t ion l ike the 1 1Cons ig l io Na z iona l e  d e l l e  Ric erche 1 1  
( CNR )  [Na t iona l Re s earch Counc i l] . 

_ The cho i c e  of such an organ i z a t i on , in the I t a l ian r e ­
a l ity , would turn out _ to be only an unsuc c e s sful a t t e -
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mpt : th i s  e spec ia l ly i f  we c ons ider the CNR pauc i ty o f  
fund s per year and the gener a l  lack o f  ava i l ib i l i ty t o  
ward s new a s pec t s  o f  the r e search . 
Ne ed l e s s  t o  say tha t the bur eauc racy i s  a lway s  pre s ent . .  

Thu s , the answer g iven by the Pr inc ipa l Pr iva t e  Sec
-
r e ­

tary o f  the Mini s t r y  o f  De fenc e i s  no t about the l ibe­
r a l iza t ion o f  da t a  c o l l e c t ed by tha t M in i s try . Ra ther 
it is r e l a t ed t o  an ins t i t u t iona l cho i c e  that there fo­
re c an be d irec t ly opera t ed by the "h igh organs " t o  
whom d evo lv ing t h e  s tudy on UFO pr ob l ems . 
Th i s  wou ld be only a trans fer o f  d a t a  s o  far c o l l e c ted 
by means o f  trad i t iona l prax i s  to an organ i z a t ion for-

' med by unqua l i f ied r e s earcher s . The t erm unqua l i f ied 
i s  not addr e s sed t o  the ir pro f e s s iona l " inc ompe t enc e "  
i n  d i f ferent s c ient i f ic d i s c i p l ine s ( phy s i c s ,  b io logy , 
a s tr onomy , chemi s try , p s ychol ogy , e t c . ) . On the c on­
t rary it is due t o  the ir l a c k  of informa t ion and t o  
the ir una c qua intanc e wi th UFO phenomena . They showed 
t h i s  " inc ompe t enc e "  mak ing s ome s t a t ement s  dur ing the 
r e c ent I t a l ian " f lap" , r e ferr ing , for in s t anc e , to 
wha t Edward Condon s a id , wi thout hav ing ever read j u s t  
beyond the "Cond on Repor t " r e c otmnenda t ions . As we l l  a s  
we had t he opportunity t o  r e ad o r  t o  l i s t en t o  s t at e­
ment s such a s  "As t r onome r s  never saw an UFO" , no t even 
knowing wh i c h  i s  the rea l it y  of the fac t s . 
On the ba s i s  o f  wha t  so far s a id , we dec ided on one 
hand to urg e  the Mini s t ry of De fenc e to s earch for th i s  
" c iv i l ian organi zat ion" , o n  the other t o  propo s e  a t  
l ea s t  the e s t ab l i shment o f  a r e s earch group s imi l ar t o  
t h e  French GEPAN , where t h e  adj ec t ive s im i l ar ha s i t s  
ba s ic impor t anc e and mean ing . I n  fac t we c anno t d i s r e ­
gard mo s t  o f  the que s t ions surround ing the fu ture o f  
GEPAN bo th i n  t e rms o f  c orr e c tne s s  and c apab i l i t y . 
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We ach ieve our goa l s end ing a t e l egram no t only t o  our 
Pr ime Min i s t er , but to the Pre s ident of the I ta l ian 
Repub l ic t oo . The cho i c e  o f  addr e s s e e s  wa s not s ure ly 
a random one . At pr e s ent they are the two " s t eady po in­
t s "  of I t a l ian Ins t i tut ions , wi thin a c ount ry wh ich i s  
troub l ed by the intr i gue o f  po l i t ic a l  part i e s , r e s i gna ­
t ions , e s tabl i shment o f  new ma j or i t ie s , ant i c ipa t ed g e ­
nera l e l e c t ions , and so o n  and s o  for t h ! 

A po s s ib l e  fa i lure o f  our ini t ia t ive wou ld not c r e a t e  
big prob l ems ind eed : a good number o f  I t a l ian s c ien­
t i s t s  begins to rea l i ze the t erms of the UFO prob l em . 
The s e  s c ien t i s t s  appr ec ia t e , when they are aware o f  i t , 
the work of tho s e  who are ab l e  t o  over c ome a l l  the d i f­
f i cu l t i e s  o f  o ld method s in UFO re s earch , . bound t o  ob­
so l e t e  equa t ions as UFO=ETH and who re -propo s e  the pro­
b l em und er more var ious po int s o f  v i ew which are nearer 
t o  the r igh t use o f  the sc ient i f ic me thod o l ogy . 

319 

Renz o CABA S S I  
Rober t o  FARABONE 
Franc e s c o  I ZZO 



STATE OF ART 

It is with great pleasure and honour we present here a chellengine 
contribution by David M. J acobs. He, author of the by now classic UFO 
"textbook" titled The UFO Controversy in A merica (Indiana University 
Press, 1975) currently teaches at the Department of History. Temple Uni­
versity, Philadelphia, USA. A grateful thanks to . him for having accepted 
our invitation to write the 1 978/1979 UPIAR State of Art . 

. by David M. J acobs 
Dept of History 

Temple University 

It is extremely difficult to understand the UFO phenomenon. From 
the beginning awareness of the problem in the 1940s, people 
interested in UFOs have attempted to discern the origin and purpose 
of the phenomenon. Between the 1940s and the 1970s the task 
seemed self-evident. Most UFO researchers accepted without question 
the theory that UFOs were extraterrestrial (although some supposed 
them . to be earthly secret weapons) . Since the late 1960s, we have 
learned that the phenomenon is far more complex than we had 
previously imagined. This knowledge has come from a refinement in 
investigative techniques . that has allowed us to accumulate a large 
"file" of cases with the reasonable expectation that they are UFOs. 
In addition, UFO researchers have changed their attitudes about the 
legitimacy of cases previously considered "crackpot". 
The refinement of investigative techniques has indicated th.a� the' 
number of unidentified cases is perhaps lower than ha� been pre­
viously estimated. The Center for UFO Studies in Evanston, Illinois, 
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has found that only about six percent of its raw reports are UFOs. 
And even then UFO researchers cannot be absolutely positive that 
each UFO case is truly anomalous. But it is the great number of 
these cases collected over the years that has convinced UFO 
researchers that UFOs represent an unconventional phenomenon. 
Yet there is no such thing as the "perfect" single case, and this is 
the weakness in UFO research of which debunkers have taken most 
advantage. At the �ame time, however, it is the single cases that give 
us the �ost insight into the complexities of the phenomenon and 
provide us with clues to speculate on its origins and behavior. 
We have also learned that our clues for speculation can be culture­
bound. In the 1 950s and 1 960s it was not advantageous to publicize 
or study the bizarre and incomprehensible aspects of UFOs. 
Invisibility, materialization, �onrational activity, and illogical 
occurrences were unsettling to UFO researchers who found a comfort­
ing logic in the idea of "flying saucers from outer space". They 
"flew" here from "there" and were probably on reconnaissance 
missions preparatory to either full contact or revelation of some sort. 
This "nuts-and-bolts" idea remains a real possibility. and is one of 
the most attractive and enduring belief systems. As bizarre cases 
increase·d and intruded into our thought about UFOs, and 
concurrently as it became more acceptable to take cases seriously, 
our understanding of the. phenomenon began to lose its clarity. The 
abundance of apparently incomprehensible facts clouded the 
underpinnings of the old theories. Moreover, the long-awaited full 
contact and revelation did not occur, and the continual repetition of 
UFOs' nonrational behavior became a barrier to a logical analysis of 
the phenomenon. The more that UFO researchers learned, the less 
they seemed to know. 
As a result, researchers have begun to re-evaluate the "nuts-and-bolts" 
theory and subscribe to more exotic ones. Some researchers have 
suggested that UFOs come here from a "parallel universe", or that 
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they travel on the "astral plane", or that they pop im from "another 
dimension", or that they are "time travelers" . .  Some see .  logic in 
bizarre UFO activity : UFOs display themselves deceptively in order 
to confuse humans and thereby control the amount of infonnation 
that is known about them for their own reasons. These theories have 
·taken hold with a large segment of the UFO research community, 
and they have provided alternatives to the .nuts-and-bolts extrater­
restrial hypothesis. 
But do these new theories really add to our understanding of UFOs? 
It is impossible to tell. Perhaps the central question is wheter UFOs 
are, in fact, amenable to rational study. If we are dealing with an 
extraterrestrial phenomenon of an advanced technological nantre, 
has our intellectual achievement evolved enough to comprehend 
the phenomenon in its tech�ological and cultural aspects? Or is 
the problem so advanced, so far beyond the state of the art of all 
our intellectual disciplines, that it will not be understood until 
we have progressed through many stages of scientific and cultural 
advancement? Once again, we do not know, but this may be a very 
real possibility. 
Part of the problem of UFO research has been the continuing lack 
of recognition by the established scientific community of the legi­
timacy of UFOs. Although UFO researchers have succeeded in stripp­
ing away some of the ridicule that has surrounded the �bject for 
many years, it still languishes on the fringe of scientific respectability. 
This has had two important consequences: funding to study UFOs is 
virtually nonexistent, and fresh intellectual viewpoints from the 
academic community have not appeared. The lack of money insures 
tl;tat UFO research will remain in the hands of volunteers using 
personal -funds and spare time. And since the academic community 
has chosen not to participate in UFO research, new insight has come 
at a slow pace. For example, a rational, logical, taxonomic system 
that _is absolutely essential for scientific research has yet to be 
developed. 
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The academic community's abrogation of its responsibility has been 
a problem since UFO research began. The national and international 
UFO organizations have filled the gap and served to organize and 
contribute UFO research as best they can. Private individuals have 
given great amounts of their time and talent (often times risking their 
reputations and careers) to not only studying UFOs but to trying to 
convince the academic �ommunity of the phenomenon's validity. Al­
thoug progress has been made in this regard, the goals have not been 
achieved. Recently the Unit�d Nations refused an opportunity to 
coordinate UFO research and disseminate knowledge about UFOs on 
a world-wide basis. In the United States, the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration (NASA) passed . over the opportunity to 
study the phenomenon. Yet we have tantalizing facts that suggest 
the American government has, indeed, been monitoring UFOs. The 
Central Intelligence . Agency (CIA) released a s�ries of documents 
showing that the Agency had been far more interested in UFOs than 
we had previously believed. The CIA investigated cases and mounted 
several minor studies of the subject. This has given rise to speculation 
that perhaps the American government might eventually make a 
pronouncement about the reality of UFOs. But this is ·still unlikely. 
In spite of all obstacles, UFO researchers have proceeded without 
outside help and they have given us what little knowledge we possess 
about the phenomenon. They have uncovered new areas of research 
which have extended our view of the complexities of the phenomenon. 
Alvin Lawson has experimented with the hypnosis of "real" and 
"imaginary" UFO abductees. His results have shown that the subjects 
display a remarkable similarity in their "accounts". William Spaulding 
and Bruce Maccabee · have used sophisticated techniques of photo­
grammetric analysis and they have enabled us to identify hoaxes and 
other spurious photographs with a greater degree of certainty than · 

before. David Saunders's statistical analysis of wave patterns may 
reveal a predictability about them that has sp far eluded us. Studies 
in the politics of science have given us greater insight into the proble., 
ms of "borderland" scientific topics gaining acceptance in the 
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established scientific community. Many other dedicated researchers 
around tlle world are delving into the UFO mystery in the hopes that 
they might make a contribution to our knowledge. Compare this 
activity to the activities of a handful of researchers ten years ago who 
spent most of their time trying to convince the public of the objecti-

. 
ve reality of the phenomenon. We have advanced in our techniques 
of acquiring data and hence in our knowledge of UFOs. But we have 
still not arrived at the point where we can identify the scope of our 
ignorance. 

SYMPOSIA AND MEETINGS 

"1978 BUFORA Conference" 

The 1978 National Research and Investigations Conference, sponsored 
by the British UFO Research Association (BUFORA) was held on 
April � 5-16, 1978 at the George Hotel, Nottingham, England and 
was hosted by the Midlands UFO Research Organization. More than 
150 people, coming from as far as the United States ,and Western 
Europe, attended the many interesting lectures. Papers presented by 
the 13 speakesr included subjects ranging from the extra-terrestrial 
visitor through various psychological and sociological theories to 
paranormal causes of the UFO experience. Following is a brief 
overview of these papers which are presented in their original 
presentation order. 
(1) ''Danish Time Law Analysis of UFO Sightings", prepared by 
Skaninavisk UFO Information · (SUFOI). Sightings appear to reach 

325 



maximum frequency about 21 . 30  hours (local time) with a secondary 
peak at 03 .00 hours. A 43 page handout is available from : Ole 
Henningsen, % Duegaard, Nakskovvej 5, DK 4920, Sollested, 
DENMARK. 
(2) "Close Encounters of the Second Kind", by Robert Digby. A 
review of the many problems associated with the assessment of the 
validity of alleged photographic and physical evidence was presented. 
(3 )  "An Experimental Investigation of Some Aspects of Biochemical 
Evolution", by Stephen Gamble. The speaker dealt with formation 
processes of highly complex biochemical structures form simpler 
molecules. The point was made that just as control techniques are 
essential � such chemical research control samples are also essential 
in UFO physical trace cases. 
(4) "A New Look at UFO Reports", by J ohn Hind. The audience 
wa-s challenged to consider some new trends in the direction UFO 
theory and research · should move. Hind suggested that a purely 
physicalistic theory of UFOs is not able to deal effectively with 
variol:IS emotional dimensions involved, that the research carried 
out is going to be molded by the investigator's pre-existing theoretical 
biases, and that our current beliefs in UFOs have tapped man's belief 
in God and that UFOs may actually fulfill various psychological 
ne·eds. He summarized l;>y pointing out that UFOs are "wholly 
human· in nature" representing a modern social phenomenon. 
(5) "Exobiological Concepts and the Search for Extra-Terrestrial 
Life", by J ohn Ar�itage. Numerous extra-terrestrial ideas and 
current spac� p!'Obe efforts to detect the presence of life-forms on 
other planets we,re presented. 
(6) "UFO Events in Pembrokeshire, 1 977", by Anthony Pace 
(BUFORA director and eo-organizer of the conference with Charles 
Lockwood), Lionel Beer, and Randall Pugh. Close encounters of the 
third. kind and a general UFO "flap " that took place in West Wales ­
during the first six months· of 1977 were reviewed. Several witnesses 
claimed silent encounters with tall, visored, silver-suited humanoid . 
figures. 
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(7) "An Analytic Review of UFO Shapes", by Richard F. Haines. An 
overview of results of UFO shape drawing tests given to both UFO 
witnesses and non-witnesses was presented. Clear evidence was 

· provided that the drawings by the two groups do not differ and 
that the eye witness should always draw the UFO shape sketch rather 
than the investigator or an artist because the latter add details and 
make the drawings more symmetrical. Finally, all drawings should be 
dated and initialed (or signed) by the witness. 
(8) "Comments on Recent Experiences at the Center for UFO 
Studies-USA", by Douwe Bosga (now living in Arnhem, Holland). 
The 24-hour telephone "hot line" for receiving sighting reports from 
police, aviation officials, and the F.B.I .  was described; it was also 
pointed out that the 11umber of reports of alleged abductions of · 
people was increasing in the U.S.A. 
(9) "The Nature of Starships", by David Viewing. The speaker 
outlined details of two basic kinds of interstellar vehicle propulsion 
systems: "energetic" (using fission, fusion, or annihilation processes) 
and "innocuous" (for example a miniature planet, asteroid, or world 
ship). Outlining the basic principles and limitations of these starships, 
Viewing also dealt with some techniques one might use to detect 
their presence. 
( 10) "The Zeta Reticulans", by Anthony Pace. The now famous star 
map of Betty Hill and subsequent research by Marjorie Fish was 
reviewed along with conjecture on possible visitors to Earth from the 
region of Zeta Reticuli. . 
Three group discussions (workshops) were held concurrently on the 
afternoon of the second day of the conference. One group was led by 
Geoffredy Falla and Arnold West on the important subjects of 
"principles of radar", and "radar cases". A second group was 
convened by Robert Digby on: how to improve cooperation and 
communications among the various · VFO groups in the United 
Kingdom. A third group was led by Charles · Lockwood and Larry 
Dale on a '.'.radio-noise monitoring project, including a magnetometer­
-based detection network that is now underway. 
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As Mr. "Tim" O'Brien, the President of BUFORA, remarked at the 
end of the conference, "there are far more facets of the UFO 
phenomena than we generally realize". We must keep an open mind 
to them all. This writer felt that the program reflected this sense of 
open mindedness and understanding of the need for a truly 
interdisciplinary approach. Not until this interdisciplinary approach 
is taken by all of the'· serious UFO organizations around the world 
will we begin to unravel the many interwoven threads of the UFO 
phenomena. I continue to look forward to the day when this will 
take place as I will look forward to participating in the.next BUFORA 
conference. 

Richard F.  Haines 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN SPANISH UFOLOGY 

The First National Congress of Ufology was held in Barcelona during 
December 1977. The organizer of this event was the well known 
Spanish writer Antonio Ribera, who was kind enough to offer me 
the Vicepresident's chair. In spite of the initial reticence on the part 
of my associates, fellow colleagues and myself, - who are striving to 

. set up scientifically valid guidelines for UFO research -, onde a com­
mitment was re�ched on a certain threshold of "seriousness", I Final� 
ly accepted Ribersa's invitation. these conditions being 
established then encouraged the participation · of several outstanding 
scientists and researchers, . . who had also been invited to share the 
Chai.rman's table. 
'Although it was anticipated that several "schools of thought" would 
be present, as usual in every meeting on this controversial subject 
- where the intellectual origin 

·
of lecturers varies so widely - no one 
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really guessed that the original agreement would not be respected 
unilaterally, and literally several "tribes of wild speculation" appeared 
to our surprise. In the meantime, our university backgrounds and 
titles had been used for publicity purposes in order to support the 
credibility of the Congress. 
The resulting heterogeneity of the group of people delivering 
speeches was so evident, and the difference of level and approach 
among participants so marked, that we lost our enthusiasm towards 
the very congress concept for the future, unless technical symposia 
were organized. 
The emergence of the two classical and contradictory "methodo­
logies", namely the speculative versus the scientific , was dramatic. 
On one hand, there were the "propagandists" (cultists, artists, writers 
looking for profit, publicity seekers, armchairs philosophers, 
etc.) ,  on the other, there were the "scientists" (industrial; tele­
communications and aeronautical engineers, physicists, statisticians 
and expert investigators).  
Nevertheless, the aftermath of the Congress was very positive. As 
a first reaction to the mistreatment of the

, UFO problems by a 
part of the Spanish ufological movement (people who is normally 
modus vivendi - related to the newspaper and publishing business), 
the Centro de Estudios Interplanetarios (CEI) of Barcelona, the 
most authoritative and solid UFO organization in Spain (founded in 
1958 but reanimated from inexistence in 1968 by its current leaders), 
jointly with the staff of the specialized journal Stendek , the review 
of the CEI,  decided to launch a publication containing the technical 
speeches prepared for the Congress. 
The proceeding, a 108-page report, gathers together the texts written 
by a group of specialists who are associated to the CEI in a 
way or another. The titles and authors of the lectures are the follow­
Ing: 
"Ufology in the Decade of the 70's", by Vicente-Juan Ballester 
Olmos (pages 3-19 of the proceedings). 
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"A Tool for the Scientific Ufology : The Statistical Techniques", by 
J ose-Tomas Ramirez y Barber6 (pages 20-29). 
"New Technical Aspects on the Case of j avier Bosques", by Alberto 
Ad ell Sa bates (pages 31-4 1 ). 
"Possibility and Impossibility of the Processal Paradigm", by Miguel 
Guasp (pages 43-56). 
"Bases for a Theoretical Modelling of the UFO Phenomenon", by 
David G. L6pez, Felix Ares de Bias and Angel Salaverria (pages 
59-106). 
Then, with the aim of improving the scientific dialogue among those 
analysts and researchers endowed with university or technical 
qualifications, who devote time and resources .to the �nvestigation 
of the UFO phenomenology, an informal working group was created 
in June 1978 under the name of Consejo de Consultores de Stendek 
or Council of Consultants of Stendek. This is a collective body of 
scientifically-oriented ufologists that receives bureaucratic, material 
and organizative support both by the CEI and Stendek, having 
implemented a speed system for written intercommunication among 
its members. 
The Council attempts to reflect the same interdisciplinary nature of 
the UFO problem, and at the time of writing the division of 
professional careers amongst the 27 components of the panel is as 
follows : 
Engineering: 8 Computer Science : 2 
Physics : 4 Psychology/Psychiatry : 2 
Medicine:  4 Geology /Geophysics: 2 
Statistics: 3 Paleonthology and Chemistry : 2 
Besides their academic education, all of the consultants have in 
common many years of analytical and field investigation experience, 
sharing a deep interest in the study of UFOs. However, no single 
hypothesis is generally held nor promoted as to the nature and origin 
of the UFOs within the Council. Discussion of .ideas, echange of data, 
proposals of 

·
projects, scheduling of meetings, etc . ,  are frequently 

made by the Council 's members, . who, incidentally, cannot be 
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foreigners except if their work is closely related to that performed 
by Spanish counterparts. 
Nowadays, Francesco Izzo, the Managing Editor of UFO Phenomena, 
and myself, as the originator of the Council idea, are exploring 
possible links which might be established between the Consejo de 
Consultores de Stendek and the Editorial Board of UPIAR. 

Notes 

( 1) Aetas del primer congreso nacional de Ufolog{a: Ponencias tec­
nicas. STENDEK/CEI : Apartado 282, Barcelona, Spain . ( $  4.50, 
postage paid).  

Vicente Juan Ball ester Olmos 
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READ IN LITERATURE 

Starting with this issue we open another important section · of the 
journal devoted to deal with" a review of the most meaningful 
contributions appeared in the international literature on UFO's and 
related topics in the course of the year. Short but comprehensive 
commentaries emphasise the contents of each paper. Interested 

·authors are kindly invited to submit reprints of their papers to be 
properly considered for inclusion here. 

Ron Westrum ( 1 977) Social Intelligence About Anomalies: The case 
of UFO 's in SOCIAL STUDIES OF SCIENCE� Vol. 7, 271-3 02. 

Westrum is an American sociologist with a specialization in sociology 
of science and knowledge. He depicts with scholarship and sharp 
inferences the process of the rise of an anomaly, its nature and 
implications inside a well-established body of knowledge. The nature 
of a typical anomaly experience (e.g. the UFO one), its transformation 
into a report, and the successive step , that is the passage of the report 
through social channels are exhaustively reviewed. The chapter dedi­
cated to the influence of social intelligence (i .e. the public_ information) 
on the scientific opinion and research stands as one of the most 
attracting sides of this . fine work which reading is especially 
recommended to the behavioral scientist. 

Ron Westrum and Marcello Truzzi ( 1 978) Anomalies: A Bibliographic 
Introduction With Some Cautionary . Remarks, in ZETETIC 
SCHOLAR, Vol. 1 ,  No. 2, 69-78. 

A new scientific journal of high quality . This is the immediate 
comment to the reading of Zetetic Scholar that derives its name from 



a Greek word, Zetetic, which roughly stays for "skeptic ". Recently 
founded by Marcello Truzzi, Head of the Department of Sociology 
at the Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilanti, Zetetic Scholar aims 
to enhance serious communications between critics and proponents 
of claims of the paranormal. Al.so one of its principal goals is to 
establish a collegium of responsible researchers eager to make an 
unbiased inquiry and discourse on such claims. 
For subscriptions and further details on this excellent journal we 
suggest our readers to write to the address listed below ( * ). 
Anomaly as a powerful defiance to current scientific paradigms :  
that's an ideal field of  study and meditation for Truzzi and his 
colleague Westrum, both authorities in the analysis of psychological 
and sociological context of "borderland" phenomena such as the 
occult, the folklore, the astrology, and so on. 
An anomaly is something actually perceived, validated, · but not 
explained by an accepted scientific theory, demanding an expla­
nation, and finally contradicting what one may expect from that 
theory·. 
Thus an anomaly paradoxically plays the healthy and disturbing 
role of the uninvited guest to the banquet of Thomas Kuhn 's 
Normal Science. 
Higlights on the available literature sources and their reliabilitY 
follow. Authors justly deprecate the widespread attitude of many 
'high.:credentialed academics when they approach . a certain anomaly 
and often "forget" those standars of intellectual rigor and honesty 
usually applied to their own scientific work. A Ph. D. - Truzzi and 
Westrum bluntly say - is not a ftxed quantity. A sentence, this, 
which should deserve to be quoted every time that we have the ill 
luck to read or listen to opinions of would-be scientists about 
UFO's . . .  
Charlatans exist everywhere, in the scientific fraternity too!  An 
essential bibliography for the beginner concludes an absorbing article. 

Francesco Izzo 

( * )  The Editor, ZETETIC SCHOLAR, Department of Sociology, 
Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilanty, MI 48197, USA 



PIERRE VIEROUDY ( 1 978) Logique et Recherches Ufologique 
in L.D.L.N. n. 180. 

The Pierre Vieroudy's article , published in the December issue of the 
French review Lumieres dan s la nu it, certainly is one of the most 
interesting among the articles recently appeared in the UFO 
literature. The Author mentions . a delicate argument which is an 
important point in ufological scene : that of the possible rational 
approach to the -problem. Therefore he exposes some witty 
epistemological remarks. The first consideration deals with the 
operational way to make up science : it is a continual succession of 
questions and answers to the questions posed. 
"But - the Author points out - one can pose these questions in many 
other ways and so one will have many other answers". This fact 
raises _the big problem of the fundamental point which involves the 
procedures to be followed in order to interpret the surrounding 
reality : which logical procedure we have to use? 
Since the beginning of our life, as inhabitants of the western 
countries, we are accustomed to con ider all as if it could be arranged 
only by our logic, the so-called "logic of the third excluded" which 
consciously prevails since the Aristotle 's age. 
The Author reviews the characteristics of this logic (identity 
principle, contradiction principle and third excluded principle), and 
he establishes that inevitably, using this logic, one reaches 
contradictory statements excluding each other, also in the UFO 
studies: e.g. the phenomenon cou�d be of physical kind and not a 
psychological one, or vice versa. . 
But the evolution of science, particularly physics, taught us that the 
logic we usually utilize, doesn't ever permit us to exactly explain the 
surrounding phenomena. 
We can see an example, as I have just said, in Physics. As long as we 
confine ourselves to macroscopic phenomena, ourr usual logic seems 
to be working well, but if we want to go more into details� it does 
not succeed : in fact it does not permit us to account consistently for 
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the events. So, if we examine the waves or th� elementary particles 
behaviour, the physicists faced an absurdity : the same thing some­
times appeared as a wave, sometimes appeared as a particle according 
to the way they observed it. 
It is a stimulating thing to make an analogy with the UFO studies : 
also in our matter we face phenomena which sometimes have a 
material aspect (even if we cannot experimentally influence this 
fact, at least for the moment) , sometimes they have a psychological 
aspect, and one cannot turn them one to the other, since one fits 
the third excluded logic. 

According to this analogy and using the works of the French 
physicist Stephan Lupasco, the Author refers it is possible to avoid 
the contradictions, fitting a wider logic, which includes the third 
excluded logis as a particular case. This new logic presumes to 
consider contradictory events as possible situations which don't 
exclude each other and it distinguishes between a POTENTIALITY 
phase and an ACTUALITY phase. The second phase corresponds to 
put into practice a situation, while the first one refers to a condition 
not yet effective, not yet disclosed. 
In this way we can see that, for each couple of contradictory 
situations, to make effective a condition means to have the other in 
potential status. In any case both exist, even in different status. 
This fact implies that a set of intermediat� situations (absolutely 
unknown in the classical logic) can exist. 
One can invoke this possibility for the UFO phenomenon, which is 
often considered as absurdity because of its dual appearance of 
physical or psychological phenomenon. In fact if we consider the 
UFO phenomenon both from the physical and the psychological 
point of view, we can see, fitting this new logic, that by logical 
necessity, it will show up sometimes as a physical event, sometimes 
as a psychological one: we know th

.
is is just what is collected in the 

abundant UFO case histories. 
We can conclude with the words of Vieroudy himself: "The UFO 
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phenomenon exists ; nobody now doubts again of it ; it forces us to 
change and to enrich our mentality. Its development is not a mistery, 
because it is enough we change our way to think, so that it will be in 
our mind. 0 

Roberto Farabone 

BOOK REVIEW 

Ces OVNis Qui Annoncent le Surhomme 
Pierre 

'
vieroudy 

(Paris , Tchou, 1977) 

In spite of the sensational title, this is a serious book. The quality of 
its contents is, however, mixed. While there is no question that it is 
worth reading, there are many points at which one is led to object. 
For instance, while the first chapter is a basically competent survey 
of different types of UFO cases, it has some problems. There are 
hoaxes, for instance, of whose exposure the 

·
author seems unaware 

(e.g. the 1897 Alexander Hamilton case) . Nor does the author offer 
us any 3:ppreciation of the difficulties of using historical records of 
anomalous events. Now of course these are both common defects of 
books on UFOs ; but it is time that both were corrected. 
The author's analysis of UFO behaviour in subsequent chapters 
contains many useful observations. He remarks on the 
phenomenon's questionable materiality, its evident intelligence, its 
almost cybernetic reaction to witnesses. Indeed, he suggests, it is 
even "responsive" to witnesses . in a quasi-biological way. He argues 
cogently that many sightings seem purposely "staged" for the 
witnesses. 
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Are those who see UFOs certain kinds of people? The author thinks 
they are, particularly in regard to personality characteristics. They 
typically display a difficult childhood and a conflictual adult life. 
They tend to have some ''psi" abilities and to have had anomalous 
experiences. His evidence for this assertion, while more than 
anecdotal, falls short of a carefully' drawn · sample. Still, the same 
feeling about the nature of witnesses is possessed many other 
experiences investigators. This chapter definitely deserves attention, 
since it tends to confirm and expand upon many of John Keel 's 
arguments. 
In the chapter on f UFO waves, the author makes a ·very ingenious 
argument. UFOs tend to respond, he says, to human needs : when 
people are more worried, they are more likely to see UFOs. He 
brings together a considerable amount of numerical evidence that 

. mounting human concern, such as politic�! crises, unemployment, 
and · so forth tend to coincide with UFO waves. Some of this 
evidence is fairly convincing, other parts of it are subject to 
alternative explanations. One must concede, however, that the 
author has done a very useful chore in bringing together a number of 
isolated pieces of data. 
One problem with the chapter is that the author does riot give 
sufficient attention to the role of the press in bringing cases to light. 
It is not at all impossible that the reporting behavior of the press 
might be affected by the state of the economy. It is definitely the 
case, for instance, that th·ere is no correlation between national 
press coverage of UFOs in the United States and the number of cases 
reported to the U.S. Air Force in a given year. While it may be 
true that the various processes which bring UFO cases to light (of 
which _ press coverage is only one) may combine to give a good 
representation of cases in a given year, this is far from proven. 
The _last part of the book contains the records of the author's own 
personal experiments with the UFO phenomenon. They make 
fascinating reading, especially in view of the various "coincidences" 
with the author's experiences; including psychological effects on the 
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author and his wife, and variation in the local geomagnetic field. 
Finally the author undertook photographic and spectroscopic 
examination of the phenomena witnessed. Since I am not a 
physicist, I cannot comment on the validity of these last aspects. 
While the author's experiences are suggestive, they are experiments 
in the existential rather than the scientific sense. They were not 
rigorously controlled, and while there is no reason to doubt the 
author's good faith,  there is much that one could have wished him 
to do that he did not. It would be interesting to compare his 
experiences with those of Dr. Harley Rutledge, a physicist who 
has performed many of the same experiments under more controlled 
conditions, but has vet to publish any of his results. The "superman" 
makes his appearance in the conclusion. UFOs respond to human 
needs, the author argues, because they are human creations. They are 
not the creation of the imagination, but on the contrary testify to 
great human paranormal powers which up to this point have been 
largely unexploited. While this conclusion is not original, the author 
makes a very persuasive case for it. 

Ron Westrum 
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IN SHORT 

This new column of UPIAR is born to give proper hospitality to 
short communications, announcements, and other information that 
might be of some interest for our readers. 

ABOUT O VNls: EL FENOMENO A TERRIZA]E 

Echoes of a contagious success and projects of translation in many 
languages. Such an exciting atmosphere is surrounding a momentous 
book which is causing a stir in UFO circles. 
The author, Vicente-juan Ballester Olmos, is the diamond's point 
of Spanish UFO research. Also he is one of most active UP IAR 
Editors. 
The volume of 382 pages is entitled in the Spanish version O VNls: 
El Fenomeno Aterrizaje ("UFOs : The Landing Phenomenon"). It 
already won praise in a detailed review by J .  V allee appeared in 
this journal (see UPIAR, Vol. 2, No. 1, 1977, pp. 188-189). 
Those readers concerned with obtaining a copy of such work should 
address a note or short letter to : 
Export Department 
Plaza & j anes, S.A . 

. Virge� de Guadalupe, 21-33 
Esplugas de Llobregat 
BARCELONA 
(Spain) 
In addition they should enclose a check, payable to Plaza & J anes, 
S.A., or an International Postal Money Order, by the amount of 
$ 9. 00 or equivalent currency. The price covers both handling and 
registered mail. 

Francesco Izzo 
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Ponencias Tecnicas 

Stendek...CEI, Barcelona, Spain . ( 1 978) 

pp. 108 , Ptas. 300 

J ennie Zeidman 

A Helicopter-UFO Encounter Over Ohio 

CUFOS, Evanston, lllinois, USA ( 1 979) 

p. 1 22.  

Coral and J im Lorenzen 

Abducted! Confrontations with Beings from Outer Space 

Barkley Pub. Corporation, New J ersey, USA ( 1 977)  

AA. VV. 

Pro ject URD, Report No. 1 ,  Characteristics of a UFO Report File 

International URD Foundation, Stockholm, Sweden ( 1 978) 
pp. 1 07 Sw. kr.  49 

Marco Marianti 

Visitatori non Invitati 

SugarCo Edizioni, Milano, Italy ( 1 9-78) 

pp. 420, Lit. 5 . 5 00 

MUFON UFO JOURNAL 

ZETETIC SCHOLAR 

UFO INFORMATIONS 

PANORAMA UFO 

UFO INFO 

CENAP REPORTS 

AFU 

UFO NYT 

UFOLOGIA 

INTERNATIONAL UFO REPORTER 

LUMIERES DANS LA NUIT 

OVNI APPROCHE 

STENDEK 
FLYING SAUCER REVIEW 

LES EXTRATERRESTRES 

NOTIZIARIO UFO 

UFO INVESTIGATOR 

340 



LETTERS TO THE · EDITORS 

The .. Letters to the Editors" section of UFO PHENOMENA provides the scientific 
community and UFO amateurs with a central forum for debate and comment criticism 
both favourable and otherwise, of published works (not only in UFO PHENOMENA) a;e 
which are welcomed, as ar� announcements and brief repons of conferences, workshops, 
summer schools and meetmgs. 

Eventual fellowships in the field of UF.O phenomena studies can also be announced 
through this channel. Other possible subjects for this section include .. appeals for help" 
e .g. requests for information on a panicular (technical) problem. 

A RESEARCHER WRITES 

Dear Editor, 
Please accept our compliments 
upon your enterprise in publishing 
scientific papers on UFO 
phenomena. 
During the three yaers in which you 
have been active, your policy of 
rigorous selectivity has resulted in 
the appearance of interesting work 

. and we hope that this policy will 
be maintained in the future. 
We have found your review of 
substantial assistance in our efforts 
to present UFO phenomena in a 
serious way to the scientific 
community of Euratom at Ispra, 
where towards the end of 1977 we 
frrst set up a society dedicated to 
informing that community about 
unidentified aerospatial phenomena. 
An essential point of departure for 

scientists wishing to collaborate in 
research in this field, is a basis 
of valid information. For this 
reason we have concentrated most 
of our · efforts upon the setting up 
of a codification scheme for sight­
ings, so that a computer-aided 
statistical approach may then be 
taken. The codification scheme is 
a significant extension of the 
CNIFAA and CUN project of 
1977. The first pract�cal application 
will be to an attempt of analysis of 
the "Italian " UFO year 1977. 
It is probably too early to predict 
the reactions to our enterprise but 
we hope that, in the next years, a 
better information will result in a 
change of attitude, in the sense of 
an opening of mind, tqwards UFO 
phenomena, on the part . of the 
scientific community. For this 
change an essential prerequisite 
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is the quality of information. We 
consider that your r·eview is making 
a significant contribution to this 
process. Best regards. 

lv1. Delaval 
President of CUFOC 
CCR Euratom/lspra 

Italy 

BALL LIGHTNING 

Dear Sir, 
"Ball lightning" is a short-lived, 
rare phenomenon often observed in 
connection with thunderstorms, 
but also seen occasio�ally under 
other atmospheric conditions . . Its 
lifetime is of the order · of second. 
It is often spherical, with a diameter 
of several centimetres. Because of 
its unfamiliar nature and rare 
occurrence, ball lightning may 
sometimes be reported as an uni­
nidentified flying object, particu­
larly since it can share many chara­
cteristics with those reported for 
UFOs, such as odours of sulphur or 
ozone, interference with electrical 
apparatus, burns, ground marks, etc. 
I would be most interested and 
grateful to receive reports of any 
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observations of ball lightning kno­
wn to readers of your Journal. 
First-hand accounts are, of course, 
especially useful. A report form on 
which details of events may conve­
niently be recorded is available on 
request. 

Yours faithfully 
Mark Stenhoff 

Note: Whatever alleged 'ball lightning' repons 
should be sent to EDITECS address. Then we 

shell provide to forward them to Dr. Stenhoff 

as requested from him. 

ABOUT UFO DRAWINGS 

Dear Sir, 

In the articles by Richard Haines 
on UFO drawings, I believe the 
author ignores an important point. 
In his comparison of UFO drawings 
by observers and non-observers, he 
seems to have forgotten that the 
majority of UFO sightings, even 
"valid " sightings, are nocturnal 
lights without real form. Hence, 
most of the "witnesses" are not 
drawing what they have seen, but 
- as in th� case of non-observers -
what they believe typical UFO's to 
be like. Hence one cannot conclude 



that what is imagined by non­
-observers coincides with waht is 
seen by observers. Furthermore , as 
the comparison of the "test" dra­
wings with UFO drawings in the 
literature shows (the majority of 
drawings in the literature do not 
represent nocturnal lights) , imagined 
UFO seldom fall into some of the 
shapes that are frequent in the litera­
ture. 
Hence what appears to be Haines 
major point, that drawings by non­
witnesses represent the same popula­
tion as those of close encounter 
witnesses is not supported by the 
evidence he presents. 

Sincerely , 
Ron Westrum, 

Dept. of Sociology 
EMU, Ypsilanti, USA 

Writer Ron Westrum raises an 
important point that " one 
cannot conclude that what is 
imaf[ined by non-observers 
coincides with what is seen by 
observers ". I af[ree with this 
statement. Regarding the matter 
of angularly larf[e and small UFOs, 
the present "Have Seen " 
participants may be divided into 

two sub-f[roups, i. e. , those who 
perceived very small (point) lif!ht 
sources (statistically the majority) 
and those who perceived angularly 
large phenomena which could be 
reproduced in a drawinf!. While 
both participant groups could draw 
what they saw the test instructions 
did not ask them to do so. Thus, it 
is not possible to unambif!uously 
separate for the "Have Seen " 
participants those drawings that 
are based only upon media 
representations of UFO (almost 
always angularly large) while the 
witness bad seen point sources of 
lif!ht and those drawings of actual, 
angularly larf!e UFO. Future 
testinf! should ask all participants 
to indicate if they saw an actual 
UFO( s) that was angularly small 
or an angularly la11!e UFO. A 
continuation article on this same 
subject by the writer in this issue 
of the journal discusses further the 
need to control for instructional 
bias in both participant groups. 
Regarding We strum 's comment 
about drawinf[s in the literature , 
it }!oes without sayinf[ that most 
printed media such as newspapers, 
magazines, and books will not print 
an illustration of a po.int source. 
This fact imposes a stronf[ biasing 
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factor upon the general public who 
read this literature in (a'Dor of 
angularly la�e UFO shapes; o [ten 
w_ith lots of detail. Still, the maiority 
of UFO witnesses report point 
sources of liJ!ht without appreciable 
detail. As was hypothesized· in my 
first article (Vol.2) and supported 
by findings in my second article 
(Vol.J), drawings by the "Ha'De 
Seen " participants do tend to 
possess fewer �etails than drawings 
by "ha'De Not Seen " participants. 
Perhaps this (indinJ! can be 
interpreted as supporting the 'Diew 
these two participant groups do 
represent different observer 
populations. Howe'Der, this writer 
would prefer to keep an open mind 
for the time beinJ! until further 
research has been conducted. This 
writer also wishes to thank Ron 
Westrum for his comments. 

Richard F.� Haines 

ON HYPOTHESES 

Dear Editor, 

after reading the first two 
volumes of UFO PHENOMENA, I 
think it is possible to draw some 

general impressions on the papers 
you published. 
When speaking about UFO with 
somebody expert, it happens often 
to discuss about the problem of 
UFO origin and usually ETH is 
said · to be one of the probable 
hypothesis and · not even t�e more 
qualified. Certainly there are many 
others able to give a better answer 
to UFO phenomena as we know it. 
I do not know if it is an editorial 
choice or because . papers on the 
subject are stopped by referees or 
may be (why not?) the authors 
themselves do not want to deal 
with the subject, anyway the 
results are that in what published 
there are no theories oil the 
phenomenon. I agree that it can 
be too early to make a theory, a 
functioning pattern with no errors, 
but I think it is time to start sug­
gesting some interpretation,  even 
if at an initial stage and therefore 
approximate. 

I do not mean to propose some 
particular hypothesis. I would not 
know where to start. I think it is an 
interesting subject from the gener�l 
point' of view and that it is present 
in science history. Science, in fact, 
during die years, showed us that 
researches flourish or die depending 
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on the direction towards which 
they move. I think that, generally 
speaking, it is not advisable to judge 

. an idea a priori on the basis of what 
one likes or dislikes. 
In a few words I think that not 
only science does not have to retro­
ceed or stop, only because the 
hypothesis can be unusual, but it 
has to be kept in mind that also 
phenomenology is unusual. It is not 
then the case to judge a priori 
hypothesis to be consi�ered valid : 
only the evolution in handling 
arguments and various experimental 
tests will be the real judge of the 
research line validity. 
I think this is possible with jobs 
which are not only a description of 
the situation but which tend to give 
an interpretation and make forecast ; 
these could be utilized to test the 
validity of interpretation pattern. 
It is by means of this method that 
one can think to grow gradually 
the knowledge of the phenomenon, 
rejecting step by step the patte�ns 
which are in some ways not con­
firmed. It is understood that those 
patterns should not be� improvised · 
and created only according to the 
preferences and expectations of the 
author. It should start from real 
and confirmed data with an internal 

consistency (according to our logic) 
and bring to experienced conse­
quences. 
I underlined that patterns should 
in any case follow our logic, as, in 
order to face the knowledge of the 
world around us, we actually use 
our brain, which works following 
schemes and categories which 
permitted us

· 
to build ideas during 

. the past centuries. Besides that, it 
is not said that even if we · make 

hypotheses on the phenomena to be 

studied with a different logic, dif­

ferent to ours, it should not be pos: 

sible to examine problems looking 

for a shared dominion with our 

logic. What reported is difficult to . 

reach, but I think that difficulties 

we will face could be a good 

stimulus to touch this new and 

wide branch of knowledge. 

Finally I think that it is necessary 
to move towards those researches 
seriously . and try to b'e correct and 
precise; . but in ·the meantime it is 

. necessary tO. act 'without letting all 
the "a priori" or strange hypotheses 
stop the researches, provided they 
are

· 
submitted consistently and they 

can be verified. 

Roberto Aristarco 
Milano, Italy 
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S UBJEC T INDEX 



This is a cumulative Subject Index for the first, second and third volume of UPIAR, 
covering the years 1 976, 1977, 1 978 and 1 979. The number of page referring to each 
subject, is followed by the suffix I, 11 or Ill respectively referred to the first, second or 
third volume 

SUBJECT INDEX 
Abductees, "Real" 2 1 9 Ill, 223 Ill, 233 Ill, 23 7 Ill, 243 Ill, 249 Ill, 25 1 Ill 

Abductees, Imaginary 22 1 Ill, 22 7 Ill, 23 7 Ill, 243 Ill, 250 Ill, 25 1 Ill, 254 Ill 

Abduction Sequence 22 1 Ill, 24 7 Ill 

Absence of Contact 1 70 Ill, 1 73 Ill 

Accuracy Check 50 I 
Acetylcholine (Acetylcholine) 1 02 11, 1 1 7 11 
Active Research 103 I, 104 I 
Adaptation Ecologique (Ecological Adaptation) 278 Ill 

Analysis 15 7 11 
Animals 225 Ill, 22 7 Ill, 228 Ill 

Anomalous Aerial Event 15 Ill, 16 Ill, 21 Ill 

Anomalous Segment 96 I, 97 I 

Anthropomorphocentrisme (Anthropomorphocentrism) 275 Ill, 2 76 Ill, 288 Ill 
Apparitions 22 7 Ill 

Aura 57 I 
Austria 54 11, 55 11, 60 11, 69 11, 70 11, 7 1  11, 72 11, 87 ·Ill, 88 Ill, 90 Ill, 9 1  Ill,· 

94 Ill, 1 24 Ill, 1 2  7 Ill 

Austrian 1 954/55 Flap 1 1 5 Ill, 1 1 6 Ill 

Austrian- 1 972/77 Data 87 Ill, 88 Ill, 1 25 Ill, 1 26 Ill, 1 27 Ill 

Auto-Programmateur (Auto-Programmer) 107 11, 1 08 11, 109 11, l lO 11, 1 1 3 11, 
1 14 11 

Basic Data Matrix 80 I, 92 I, 98 I 
Belief 1 79 ii 
Bernoulli Trial 66 I 
Bit(s) 1 03 11, 107 11, 273 Ill, 274 Ill, 277 Ill, 278 Ill, ' 280 Ill, 28 1 Ill, 282 Ill, 

285 Ill, 2-s1 Ill 
.. . . .. . 

Brightness .. 65 11, 84 11 
Celestial Event 1 5  Ill, 16 Ill 

Cerveau (Brain) 93 11, 94 11, 96 11, 97 11, 98 11, 99 11, lOO 11, 1 0 1  11, 1 02 11, 103 11, 
104 11, 1 08 11, 1 10 11, I l l  11, 1 1 3 11 
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Chance of Witnessing 1 5  Ill, 1 6  Ill, 24 Ill, 26 Ill 
Chauvinisme du Langage Symbolique Sequentiel (Chauvinism of Symbolic Sequential 

Language) 2 7 5 Ill  
Chi  Square Test 67 I, 69 I 
Circular Lights 36 Ill 
Classification 296 Ill 
Classification, Hynek 1 24 Ill 
Close Encounters of the First Kind (CE I) 73  Ill 
Close Encounters of the Third Kind (CE Ill) 1 79 Ill, 1 80 Ill, 1 9 1  I ll, 2 1 5  I ll, 

2 1 6  Ill 
Close Encounters of the Fourth Kind (CE IV) 292 Ill, 295 Ill, 298 Ill 
Collettive Unconsciousness 57 I, 58  I 
Colours 56 11, 65 11, 66 11, 67 11, 69 11, 70 11, 7 1  11,  84 11,  1 1 8 Ill, 1 26 Ill, 

1 32 Ill 
Communication 273 Ill, 274 Ill, 275 Ill, 276 Ill, 278 Ill, 282 Ill, 283 I ll, 

285 Ill, 286 Ill, 288 Ill 
Complete Graph 91 I� 92 I, 100 I 
Conditioning 57  1 , ' 58 I, 6 1  I 
Condon Report 1 77 11,  1 80 11  
Conventional Explanations 1 76 11  
Correlation 14 I ,  32  I 
Correlation Coefficient 72 I, 83 I, 85 I, 86 I, 87 I, 88 I, 92 I, 93 I, 100 I 
Correlation Matrix 87 I, 88 I, 89 I, 99 I 
Cosmic Consciousness 55 I, 5 7  I, 58  I, 59 I, 60 I, 6 1  I 
Dark Rings 32 Ill, 5 1  Ill, 53 Ill, 54 Ill 
Data Base 1 55 11, 1 67 11, 1 69 11, 1 70 11 
"Death" Narratives 2 1 9  Ill, 234 Ill, 235 Ill, 246 Ill, 24 7 I l l  
Description 1 5  7 11,  16  7 11, 1 68 11  
Details 39 I ,  4 7 I ,  50 I 
DifTuseur Informationel (Informational Diffuser) 108 11, 109 1 1 ,  1 1 3 1 1  
Disinformation 1 55 1 1 ,  1 64 11, 1 65 1 1 ,  1 66 11 
Distances 62 11, 63 11, 65 11,  67 11, - 68 11 
Duration 58 11, 72 11, 73 11, 74 11, 79 11, 86 11, 1 1 4 Ill, 1 20 Ill, 1 23 Ill,  

1 26 Ill,  1 28 Ill 
Dusk/Dawn Peaks 1 1 4 Ill, 1 2 1  Ill 
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Eidetique (Eidetic) 286 Ill 
Electromagnetic Effects 73 Ill, 79 Ill 
Elevations 56 11, 62 11, 63 11, 7 1  11, 72 11, 73 11, 74 11, 82 11, 87 11 
Entities Exotic 225 Ill, 227 Ill, 230 Ill 
Etat d'Eveil (Waking State) 93 11, 96.  11, 97 11, 98 11, 1 0 1  11, 103 Il, 106 Il, 1 08 Il, 

109 11, 1 1 2 11, 1 1 3 11 
Extraterrestrial Hypothesis (ETH) 1 55 11, 1 70 11, 1 7 1  11, 1 72 11, 1 80 11, 1 69 Ill 
Extraterrestrial Spacecraft 1 78 11, 1 79 11 
Extrinsic Factors 1 66 11, 1 67 11 
Eye Witness Drawings 1 23 11, 1 24 11, 263 Ill, 267 Ill 
Field Investigation 162 11, 1 67 11 
Flap 68 I, 70 I 
Flight Directions 1 3  I 
Fluid Light 12  11, 1 5  11 
Flying Saucers 1 77 11, 1 78 11, 1 79 11 
Foo Fighter Type Objects 39 11 
Footprints of Ufonauts 1 37 Ill, 1 47 Ill, 1 58 Ill, 1 59 Ill, 1 60 Ill 
Formalization 1 68 11 
Formation Reticulaire (Reticular Formation) 99 11, 1 0 1  11, 1 05 11, 106 11, 1 08 11 
Game Theory 1 65 11 
Gendarmerie/Police Reports 87 Ill, 95 Ill, 99 Ill� 1 09 Ill, 1 1 2 Ill 
Geographical Distributions 14  I, 22 I, 23 I, 24 I, 25 I, 29 I, 3 1  I, 32  I 
Geomagnetic Disturbances 76 11 
Global Scale of Reports 15 Ill 
Group = Phenomenon 76 I, 79 I, 8 1  I, 82 I,  86 I, 89 I 
Hallucination Induite (Induced Hallucination) 1 06 11 
Hallucinations 23 7 Ill, 238 Ill, 240 Ill, 24 1 Ill, 243 Ill, 244 Ill, 24 7 Ill, 248 Ill, 

249 Ill, 250 Ill, 285 Ill 
Hallucinations Drug-Induced 2 19 Ill, 22 1 Ill, 234 Ill, 235 Ill, 243 Ill 
Heights 62 Ill, 63 11 
Heuristic 1 7 1  11 
"Hidden" UFO Experiences 1 79 Ill, 1 87 Ill, 1 89 Ill, 1 90 Ill, 1 9 1  Ill, 209 Ill, 

2 1 5  Ill 
Human 225 Ill, 227 Ill, 228 Ill, 233 Ill, 245 Ill, 257 Ill 
Humanoid 220 Ill,  225 Ill, 22 7 Ill,  228 Ill, 23 1 Ill 
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Humanoid, Nature of 1 37 Ill, 1 38 Ill, 1 44 Ill, 165 Ill 
Humanoid, on the Spot Disappearance of 1 3 7  Ill, 1 5 3  Ill, 1 59 Ill 
Hypnosis 222 Ill, 223 Ill, 227 Ill, 229 Ill, 23 1 Ill, 235 Ill, 254 Ill, 292 Ill, 

298 Ill 
Hypnotic Procedures 1 90 Ill, 1 9 1  Ill, 1 92 Ill, 1 96 Ill, 2 1 6 Ill 
Hypothese du Reve Induit (Induced Dream Hypothesis) 106 11, 1 1 6 11 
Hypothesis 55 I, 56 I, 57 I, 58 I, 6 1  I 
Identical Object 77 I, 78 I 
Identified Flying Objects (IFO) 1 78 11 
Idoemotor Responses 1 80 Ill, 1 8 1  Ill 
Image Constants 2 1 9  Ill, 23 7 Ill, 243 Ill, 249 Ill 
Information 1 78 11, 1 79 11, 1 80 11, 273 Ill, 274 Ill, 276 Ill, 277 Ill, 278 Ill, 279 Ill, 

280 Ill, 28 1 Ill, 283 Ill, 284 Ill, 285 Ill, 286 Ill, 287 Ill, 307 Ill, 308 Ill, 3 1 1  Ill 
Informative Test 307 Ill, 308 Ill, 309 Ill, 3 1 1  Ill 
Light Beams 12 11, 1 3  11, 1 5  11, 16 11, 1 7  11, 18 11, 20 11, 23 11, 24 11, 25 11, 26 11, 

27 11, 28 11, 29 11, 30 11, 33 11, 34 11, 35 11, 36 11, 37 11, 38 11, 39 11 
Light Beams, Curved 15 11, 16 11, 25 11 
Light Beams, Forces Exerted by 23 11, 35 11, 36 11 
Light Feelers 21 11, 22 11, 23 11, 24 11 
Light Spheres . 39 11 
Limbic, Systeme (Limbic System) 101 11, 106 11 . 
Locus Cocruleus 93 11, 94 11, 99 11, 100 11, 101 11, 104 11, lOS 11, l i S 11, 

1 1 6 11 
"Loss of Time" Experience� 1 79 Ill, 1 92 Ill, 202 Ill 
Luminous 3 1  Ill 
Methodology 15 9 11 
Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory (MMPI) 57 11 
Moi Informationnel (Informational SelO 107 11, 108 11, 1 09 11, 1 10 11, 1 1 3 11, 

1 1 4 11 
Model Abduction 220 Ill 
Monde Exterieur (Outer World) 98 11, 104 11, 1 14 11 
Monde Interieur (Inner World) 98 11, 104 11, 1 07 11, 1 1.2 11, 1 14 11 
Motion 53 11, 67 11, 68 11, 69 11, 70 11, 7 1  11, 85 11, 1 1 9 Ill, 1 20 Ill 
"Naive" Subjects 2 1 9  Ill, 22 1 Ill 
Neurone (Neuron) 1 0 1  11, 1 02 11, 106 11 
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Neurotransmetteur (Neurotransmitter) 1 02 11, 1 06 U, 1 1 6 11, 1 1 7 11 
Noise 165 11, 1 66 11 
Non Eye Witness Drawings 1 24 11 
Non-Illuminating Light 1 9  11, 20 11, 26 11, 28 11 
Non- Reflecting Light 20 11, 29 11, .39 11 
Norepinephrine (Norepinephrin) 99 11, 101 11, 102 11, 1 04  11, 105 11, 1 06 11 
Objects of Analogous Type 78 I 

Observation Parameters 80 I 

Observatories 307 Ill, 308 Ill, 309 Ill, 3 10 Ill, 3 1 1 Ill 

Observer, Astronomer 2 1  Ill, 22 Ill, 23 Ill 

Observer, Ground-Based 15 Ill 

Observer, Pilot 22 Ill, 23 Ill 

Occam's Razor 1 78 11 
Parallel Universes 298 Ill 

Paralyzing Light 33 11, 36 11, 37 11 
Pattern(s) 2 1 9  Ill, 223 Ill, 224 Ill, 225 Ill, 226 Ill, 227 Ill, 229 Ill, 233 Ill, 

235 Ill,. 237 Ill; 24 1 Ill, 243 Ill, 295 Ill, 299 Ill 

Pendulum Technique 1 79 Ill, 1 80 Ill, 1 8 1  Ill, 1 84 Ill, 1 85 Ill, 1 86 Ill, 1 8 7  Ill, 
1 89 Ill, 1 90 Ill, 1 9 1  Ill, 1 93 Ill, 1 97 Ill, 1 98 Ill, 20 1 Ill, 203 Ill, 209 Ill, 2 1 5  Ill, 
2 1 6 Ill 

Persecution Mania 1 64 11 
Phase, Descriptive 1 S 7 11, 1 SI 11, 1 70 11 
Phase, Explicative 1 5 7  11, 1 58 11 
Phase, Pre-Scientific 1 5 6  11, 1 5 8  11, 1 70 11 
Phase, Theoretical 15 7 11 
Poher-Vallee "Bouguer Line" 73 11, 74 11, 87 11 
Poisson Distribution 65 I, 66 I, 67 I, 68 I, 69 I, 70 I, 71 I 

Poisson Trial 66 I 

Precognition 60 I 

Principal Diagonal 87 I 

Profecy 59 I, 60 I 

Projection Eidetique (Eidetic Projection) 1 06 11, 1 10 11, 1 1 7 11 
Projection of Images 1 3 7  Ill, 1 54 Ill, 1 56 Ill, 1 66 Ill 

PSI 1 65 11 
Psychic Phenomena 29 1 Ill, 294 Ill, 295 Ill, 296 Ill, ·297 Ill, 298 Ill, 299 Ill 
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Physical Contact with Ufonauts 1 3  7 Ill, 1 60 Ill, 1 63 Ill 
Physical Evidence . 295 Ill 
Physiological Effects 73 Ill, 79 Ill 
Questionnaire 308 Ill, 309 Ill, 3 10 Ill 
Raphe (Raphe) 99 11, 100 11, 1 0 1  11, 1 02 11, 1 04 11, 105 11, 1 06 11, 1 1 2 11, 

1 1 5 11 
Random Sample 1 66 11 
Recognition Filter 77 I, 79 I, 80 I 
Reliability 56 11, 57  11 
Representation Inconsciente (lnconscious Representation) 104 11 
Reve (Dream) 285 Ill 
Robot 225 Ill, 230 Ill 
Scientific Establishment 1 75 11, 1 76 11 
Scientific Mind 1 79 11 
Selectivity 1 S Ill, 26 Ill 
Serotonine (Serotonin) 99 11, 1 0 1  11, 1 02 11, 104 11, 1 05 11, 106 11 
Shape Reproduction 259 Ill 
Shapes 39 I, 40 I, 4 1  I,  45 I,  4 7 I, 50 I, 5 1  I, 53 11, 64 11, 65 11, 69 11, 7 1  11, 83 11, 

1 1 8 Ill, 1 20 Ill, 1 26 Ill, 1 3 1 Ill 
Shapes, Bottom Surface 41 I, 42 I,  43 I,  44 I 
Shapes, Mid Section 4 1  I, 42 I, 43 I, 44 I 
Shapes, Top Surface 4 1  I, 42 I, 43 I, 44 I 
Shape/Detail Code 47 I, 1 3 1  11, 1 34 11, 1 35 11, 1 38 11, 1 39 11, 1 42 11, 1 43 11, 

1 48 11 
Signal 1 65 11, 1 66 11 
Sizes 53 11, 56 11, 63 11, 64 11, 69 11, 83 11 
Slowly Propagating Light 12 11, 1 3  11, 14 11, 1 6  11, 29 11, 30 11 
Solid Light 1 2  11, 1 5  11, 16 11, 1 7  11, 18 11, 19 11, 20 11, 2 1  11, 23 11, 24 11, 25 11, 26 11, 

27 11, 28 11, 29 11, 32 11, 33 11, 34 11, 35 11, 38 11, 39 11, 66 11, 68 11 
Sommeil Lent (Slow Waves Sleep 97 11, 1 0 1  11, 1 02 11, 105 11 
Sommeil Paradoxal (Paradoxical Sleep) 97 11, 105 11, 1 1 5' 11, 1 1 7 11 
Sporadic Data 54 11, 57 11, 62 11 
Statistical Analysis 298 Ill . .  
Statistical Distribution 65 11 
Stimulus 235 Ill, 250 Ill 
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Stimulus, Visual 269 Ill, 2 70 Ill 

Strangeness 1 60 11, ' 1 62 11 
Structured Light 17 11, 39 11 
Subconscious Memories 1 80 Ill, 1 88 Ill, 1 89 Ill, 1 90 Ill, 1 9 1  Ill, 2 1 5  Ill 

Subconscious Processes 1 8 1  Ill, 1 86 Ill, 1 8 7  Ill 

Survey 307 Ill, 308 Ill, 309 Ill 

Switch-off/Switch-on Effect 20 11, 39 11, 69 11 
Textbook 1 75 11, 1 76 11, 1 80 11 
Thesaurus 1 5 5  11, 1 68 11 
Threshold Correlation (r 0) 8 7 I, 88 I, 9 1  I, 9 3 I, 94 I, 9 5 I, 96 I, 97 I, 100 I 

Time· Coincideces 1 2 1  Ill, 1 22 Ill 

Time of Day 58 11, 78 11, 1 14 Ill, 1 27 Ill 

Traunstein Flap 55 11, 57 11, 60 11 
Tyrol Daylight Bloc 1 14 Ill, 1 23 Ill, 1 24 Ill 

Ufo 1 75 11, 1 76 11, 1 77 11, 1 78 11, 1 79 11, 1 80 11, 15 Ill, 16 Ill, 24 Ill 

Ufo Activity 57 I, 5 8  I, 60 I 

Ufo Data 76 I, 102 I, 104 I 

Ufo Details 47 I, 48 I, 49 I 

Ufo Drawings 39 I, 4 7 I 

Ufo Field Investigators 1 79 Ill, 1 86 Ill, 1 90 Ill, 2 1 5  Ill, 2 1 6 Ill 

Ufo Mountain Affinity 1 1 5 Ill, 1 22 Ill, 1 23 Ill, 1 25 Ill 

Ufo Patterns 53 11, 68 11 
Phenomenon 1 75 11, 1 79 11, 1 80 11 
Ufo Report 55 I, 56 I, 58 I 

Ufo Shapes 44 I, 1 24 11, 1 25 11, 1 26 11, 1 28 11, 1 29 11, 1 30 11, 1 34 11, 1 3 5  11, 1 38 11, 
1 39 11, 142 11, 1 43 11, 148 11, 1 49 11, 24 1 Ill, 259 Ill, 26 1 Ill, 263 Ill, 267 Ill 

Ufo Shapes, Asymmetric 45 I, 46 l 

Ufo Shapes, Symmetric 42 I, 43 I, 44 I 

Ufology 1 78 ·11 
Vectors 13 I, 20 I, 2 1  I, 25 I, 26 I 

Viewing Angle 45 I 

Voluntary Compliance 268 Ill 

Wave 67 I, 68 I, 70 I 

Wave Structure 65 I 
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Width to Height Ratio (R) 4 7 I, 50 I 

Zig-Zag Path 33 Ill, 34 Ill, 36 Ill, 5 1  Ill 

1 968 Iberian Wave 13 I, 14 I 
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